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A teacher asked the children in her Sunday School class, "If I sold my house and my car, had a big 
garage sale and gave all my money to the church, would I get into heaven?" 
"NO!" the children all answered.  
"If I cleaned the church every day, mowed the yard, and kept everything neat and tidy, would I get 
into heaven?"  
Again, the answer was "NO!"  
"Well," she continued, "then how can I get to heaven?"  
In the back of the room, a five-year-old boy shouted out, "You gotta be dead!" 
 
The baccalaureate address, (originally called a sermon), is one of Princeton University’s oldest 
traditions. The earliest recorded address was delivered at Princeton by President Samuel Davies in 
1760 to the eleven members of the graduating class. His address was entitled “Religion and Public 
Spirit,” it treated a topic that has been a frequently recurring theme. “Serve your generation,” he 
told his students.  
 
Davies address went on to say, “Live not for yourself but the public. Be the servants of the church; 
the servants of your country; the servants of all. . . . Esteem yourselves by so much the more happy, 
honorable and important, by how much the more useful you are. Let your own ease, your own 
pleasure, your own private interests, yield to the common good.”  
 
The young people today have many questions about life, and life is full of questions, questions 
abound everywhere. What am I going to do with my life? What will I be? What will tomorrow 
bring? What will happen to the economy? What about my job? Will I find the right person to be my 
soul mate? and so on . . . 
 
Jesus said that the clamor of the crowd is – What shall we eat? What shall we drink? What shall we 
wear?  
 
Most TV ads strive to answer these questions for us. Half is for food the other half is what kind of 
medication we should take to help us get over the food we eat.  
 
There are spiritual questions: Who is God – What is God like? When will I die? – Where will I go? 
– What will it be like?  
 
Then there are the philosophical questions: Which comes first, the chicken or the egg, The one I 
like best," If a tree falls in a forest and no one is around to hear it fall, does it still make a noise?" 
Or how about this one, “If I am in the forest talking and my wife is not there to hear me, am I still 
wrong?” 
 
They say that Jesus is the answer to all of life’s problems but that is only partially true. It should 
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say that Jesus is the answer to all of life’s problems if we are asking the right questions and if in 
turn then we are responding in the right way. 
 
There are some questions which are as old as the human race, yet they are as new as an infant in its 
mother’s arms. These questions have boggled the mind of humanity since the inception of 
understanding. 
 
Today I want to look at several of these questions: I am not suggesting that this list is complete or 
that they will answer every question you have or that you may not come up with some better 
questions but consider these with me today. 
 
Who are we? 
Where did we come from? 
Why are we here? 
Why are we in the mess we’re in? 
What can we do to get help? 
Where are I going in life? 
What will happen when we leave this world? 
 
The first question is, Who are we? 
 
You are special, unique creations of God. We are sinners capable of making any mistake but 
through God’s love and forgiveness we are worthy to receive all the benefits that God has prepared 
for us. This includes being forgiven of all our sins – accepted into the family of God - given a 
divine purpose to live for – and someday spending eternity in perfect fellowship with our creator.  
 
You are not an accident: Isaiah 44:2 “I am your creator. You were in my care before you were 
born.”  
 
Second, Where did we come from? 
 
You might say, Well, I came from my mother’s womb. Do you believe that you are only a 
biological accident? Let’s face it – most of us were not planned by our parents. However, we were 
not an accident to God. God planned us before God created this material universe. Jeremiah 1:5, 
“Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you.” 
 
Third, Why are we here? 
 
You might say, “I’m here to accomplish all I can in this life”. I need to get all – learn all and do all 
I can. No, we are here only in a temporary setting – this life is the school room for eternity. This 
life is like a cup of water cast into the Atlantic Ocean. Most people are placing the emphasis on 
what’s in the cup not the ocean. We are only here to prepare us for eternity. 
 
John Wooden, who won 11 college basketball national championships while at UCLA, was asked, 
“What does it take to make a winning team?” His response was three things. 

• Get players in right condition (Salvation) 
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• Teach them the fundamentals (Discipleship) 
• Teach them to play together as a team (fellowship) 

 
This is why being a part of the church is so important. If the home is the training ground to teach us 
to live in this life – the church is the home that is the training ground to teach us to live in this life 
and in the life to come.  
 
The fourth question is, Why are we in the mess we’re in? 
 
If I had the money that has been spent on books and videos trying to explain what is wrong with us 
and the human race in general – I would be pretty well off. And after all that – humankind is still 
searching for the reason we are in the mess we’re in. 
 
Why do we fight wars? Why do we kill each other? Hate? Envy? Despise others for their color or 
nationality or because they are different? The Apostle Paul wrote an epitaph to the history of 
humanity in Romans. Paul writes, “No one is good— not even one. No one has real understanding; 
no one is seeking God. All have turned away from God; all have gone astray. No one does good, 
not even one. Their talk is foul, like the stench from an open grave. Their speech is filled with lies. 
The poison of a deadly snake drips from their lips. Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness. 
They are quick to commit murder. Wherever they go, destruction and misery follow them. They do 
not know what peace is all about” (Romans 3:10 ff). 
 
Now, the world calls all these problems by many different names, but God calls it sin. Sin is the 
willful disobedience to the law of God. 
 
Fifth, What can we do to get help? 
 
The Psalmist writes, “Will I lift up mine eyes unto the hills? Where will my help come from? My 
help comes from the LORD, who made heaven and earth” (Psalm 121). Jesus said in the Sermon 
on the Mount, “Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be 
opened for you: For every one who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for 
everyone who knocks, the door will be opened” (Matthew 7:7-8).  
 
Sixth, Where am I going in life? 
 
While it is true that there are certain elements of the future that we don’t know – it is most 
definitely true that there are many things we can know. The things we know for sure start with a 
decision and a commitment on our part. There are many things we do know. 
 
We know that even though things don’t always work out the way we want them, God is always 
working God’s purpose in our lives. Paul writes, “for we know that all things work together for 
good for those who love God, who are the called according to his purpose” (Romans 8:28).  
 
We can know that a person is not justified by any works of the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. We 
know that we cannot earn our way into heaven, but are saved by God’s gracious and benevolent 
acts in and by and through our Lord Jesus Christ.  
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We know that we are secure for time and eternity by faith in Jesus Christ: we are freed from sin and 
death through Christ’s own death and resurrection. We are assured of living with Christ in God’s 
heavenly kingdom if we only believe in him who was and is and will always be.  
 
Finally, What will happen when we leave this world? 
 
“The world does not exist for the sake of the church but the church for the sake of the world. Its 
task is to announce that God is for the world, not just for Christians and their church. It is more 
interested in the liberating and reconciling work of God in the world than in its own power and 
influence. For when its proclaimed kingdom of God comes in power and glory, it is not the world 
but the church that will disappear” (Shirley Guthrie, Christian Doctrine, p. 390).  
 
In other words, we do not have to look forward to an eternal life of isolated loneliness. We say in 
the Apostles’ Creed that we believe in the resurrection of the body. We believe that because God 
raised Jesus from the dead, we may be sure that God will do the same for us. We see that Christian 
hope for the future is based on what has already happened in the past. 
 
“See what love the Father has given us; that we should be called children of God; and that is what 
we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God’s 
children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him 
as he is” (1 John 3:1-2).  
 
O Lord, our Sovereign, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
 
Sources: 
 
The message is from sermons that I preached over the years that I have been in the pastorate. I have compiled them 
from the notes I made before they were preached. I do not know where I found some of the material contained here. I 
may have borrowed it, as a whole or in part, from others. I simply do not remember. If this is the case, I apologize right 
now, and that our combined efforts will glorify God.  
 
 
 
 

  
 


