Easter Celebration & Confirmation Sunday
Lexington Presbyterian Church
April 4, 2021
11:00AM

GATHERING OF THE PEOPLE
PRELUDE

Adoration (Borowski)

Ellie Baker, violin

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)
This is a great and joyous festival day.
Come to celebrate amazing good news.
We gather for worship in awe and wonder.
The tomb is empty; death is not the last word.
Sing songs of praise, for God is good.
God’s steadfast love endures forever.
God has answered our prayers with salvation.
Jesus Christ is alive and we, too, shall live.
OPENING PRAYER (unison)
We greet the dawning brightness of this special day with hopes
renewed. We have known grief and sorrow, loss and tears, fear and
failure. Meet us here, living Christ, for we need this time of
resurrection. We need your healing presence. We need your word of
greeting that welcomes us into the community of faith in spite of our
doubts and faithlessness. You are the Great Teacher. We have come to
learn from you. We want to be your disciples. Amen.
OPENING HYMN 232
A TIME OF CONFESSION
Call to Confession

Jesus Christ Is Risen Today

Prayer of Confession (unison)
We cannot truly worship you, loving God, until we recognize how
unloving we have been. We cannot truly live until we admit the
many ways we have been dwelling in death. We cannot know
forgiveness until we honestly face the wrong we have done and the
good we have neglected. We admit before you now the anger and
spite we have carried in our hearts, the doubts and fears we have
allowed to paralyze us, the misplaced priorities that have led us
away from your will and way. Help us break down the barriers we
have erected so we can experience new life today. In Jesus’ name . . .
Silent Confession
Assurance of Pardon
Hymn 240, v. 3
Alleluia, Alleluia! Give Thanks
Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord.
Alleluia, alleluia! Give praise to his name.
We have been crucified with Christ. Now we shall live forever.
Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord.
Alleluia, alleluia! Give praise to his name.
The Peace (responsive)
We are washed in the waters of God’s amazing grace. Let us share this good
news of God’s love for us: The peace of Christ be with you.
and also with you…
SOLO: Scott Williamson, tenor
Easter
Ralph Vaughan Williams
[The text of the solo is printed in the announcements at the end of the bulletin.]
THE BLESSING OF OUR OFFERINGS
Prayer of Dedication
Hymn 609
Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures high and low. Alleluia, Alleluia!
Praise God, in Jesus fully known,
Creator, Word and Spirit one.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!
HEARING THE WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
A TIME WITH THE YOUNG PEOPLE
NEW TESTAMENT READING
SERMON

Mark 16:1-8
Hope of the Resurrection

HYMN OF REFLECTION 246
RESPONDING TO THE WORD
SERVICE OF CONFIRMATION AND COMMISSIONING

Rev. Tom Groome
Christ Is Alive!

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (responsive)
Hear the promise of God! “For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son,
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16)
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.
“The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want.” (Psalm 23:1)
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord.
“But seek first His Kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things shall be
yours as well.” (Matthew 6:33)
He was conceived by the Holy Ghost and born of the Virgin Mary.
“For by grace you have been saved through faith; and this is not of your own doing, it
is the gift of God---not because of works, lest anyone should boast.” (Ephesians
2:8-9)

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried;
He descended into hell.
“The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the
stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?” (Psalm 27:1)
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
“Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to
you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.” (John 14:27)
From thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
“I am the light of the world. Those who follow Me will not walk in darkness, but will
have the gift of life.” (John 8:12)
I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church,
“Commit your way to the Lord; trust in Him, and He will act.” (Psalm 37:5)
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
“For I am not ashamed of the Gospel; it is the power of God for salvation to every one
who believes.” (Romans 1:16a)
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
All: All of these are God's promises, and all of these are ours! Thanks
be to God! Amen.
AFFIRMATION IN SONG - Hymn 583 (sung twice)
Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo!
Gloria, gloria, alleluia, alleluia!

Gloria Gloria

PRAYERS OF PEOPLE & LORD’S PRAYER
CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Invitation to the Table (Tom)
Hymn during Communion - Hymn 515, v. 3&4

I Come with Joy

The Bread
As Christ breaks bread and and bids us share,
Each proud division ends.
The love that made us, makes us one,
And strangers now are friends, and strangers now are friends.
The Cup
The Spirit of the risen Christ, unseen but ever near,
Is in such friendship better known,
Alive among us here, alive among us here.
Post-Communion Prayer
SENDING
HYMN 233

The Day of Resurrection

BLESSING IN WORD
CHORAL RESPONSE

Hallelujah Chorus (from Messiah)

George Frideric Handel

ZOOM BREAKOUT ROOMS
Thank you to Kelly-Ann Rayle for assisting with worship this morning. Thank you to
our worship team - Maggie Irby (moderator), Jan Hathorn (waiting room), and Cindy
Irby (cameras). Thank you to our singers: soloist Scott Williamson, Melissa Holland,
Sandra Nye, Sue Ann Huger, Patricia Tichenor, Philip Coulling; and our handbell ringers:
Mayumi Smitka and Mary Harvey.
*The Statements of Faith submitted by our confirmands can be found at the end of the
bulletin.
The musical solo following the sharing of the peace, is taken from radiant Five Mystical
Songs, composed 1906-1911 by the British musician, Ralph Vaughan Williams
(1872-1958), on mystical texts by the poet/priest, George Herbert (1593-1633).
The text:

EASTER
Rise heart: thy Lord is risen. Sing his praise
Without delays,
Who takes thee by the hand, that thou likewise
With him mayst rise:
That, as his death calcined thee to dust,
His life may make thee gold, and much more just.
Awake, my lute, and struggle for thy part
With all thy art.
The cross taught all wood to resound his name,
Who bore the same.
His stretched sinews taught all strings, what key

Is best to celebrate this most high day.
Consort both heart and lute, and twist a song
Pleasant and long:
Or since all music is but three parts vied
And multiplied:
O let thy blessed Spirit bear a part,
And make up our defects with his sweet art.
Words: George Herbert - PUBLIC DOMAIN
Music: Ralph Vaughan Williams - PUBLIC DOMAIN
Lexington Presbyterian Church: Congregational Songs
APRIL 4, 2021-EASTER SUNDAY
PUBLIC DOMAIN (text and music)
Hymn
Jesus Christ Is Risen Today
Hymn 233 The Day of Resurrection
Violin solo Borowski: Adoration
Vocal solo
Vaughan Williams: Easter
Choral Response
Handel: Hallelujah (Messiah)
*******************************************************************************************
COPYRIGHTS – reprinted and broadcast with permission OneLicense.net A-717842:
Hymn 240 Alleluia, Alleluia! Give Thanks
© 1975, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company Music: Donald Fishel,1971; arr. Betty
Pulkingham and Donald Fishel, 1979
Text and Music: © 1973 International Liturgy Publications
Hymn 609 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow
Text: Brian Wren, 1989. © 1989 Hope Publishing Company
Music: Geistliche Kirchengesang, 1623. Public Domain.
Hymn 246 Christ Is Alive!
Text: Brian Wren, 1968; rev. 1995; © 1975, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company
Music: Musica Sacra, c. 1778. Public Domain
Hymn 583
Gloria, Gloria
Text: Traditional liturgical text Music: Jacques Berthier, 1979
Music © 1979, 1981 Les Presses de Taizé (admin. GIA Publications, Inc.)
Hymn 515 I Come with Joy
Text: Brian Wren, 1968; rev. 1993. © 1971, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company
Music: American folk melody, arr. Austin C. Lovelace, 1977
Music Arr.: © 1977 1995 Hope Publishing Company
************************
Numbered hymns from Glory to God (Westminster/John Knox Press, 2013).
Hymn: Jesus Christ Is Risen Today from The Hymnbook (Presbyterian Church in
United States)

STATEMENT OF FAITH
AINSLEY CARTER
I believe that God is my creator and the creator of all the perfect and imperfect things
around me. Despite my sinful ways, God continuously graces me with love and
forgiveness so that I may begin to heal, make amends, and change for the better. I will
strive to make God an active part of my life, being sure to thank Him for the blessings I
have and often take for granted. Jesus Christ is my Lord and Savior, fully God and fully
man. I believe He is the greatest role model; I will strive to emulate His humility,
selflessness, and grace in my day to day life. Being Christ’s disciple requires learning,
trust, and sacrifice. While Christ’s love looks different in different scenarios, it always
includes showing compassion and kindness to all people, because no one is unworthy of
His love. I believe that the Holy Spirit is a guiding power to lean on in all situations -- it
is always by our side. I believe the church is a community of shared faith and a place of
collective worship, prayer, and discipleship. The church is one body made of many
bodies, all of which are equally important. I will devote myself to the church’s
teachings,and I promise to practice them in every aspect of my own life, especially in my
relationships with others. The church is also a family of fellowship, whose members are
connected by a common bond. Fellowship requires respect, love, and dedication. I will
devote myself to fellowship; therefore, I promise to seek out connection with my church
members and be an active part of the church community. I believe prayer is a
conversation with God. I will devote myself to prayer; therefore, I promise to commit
myself to praying everyday, centering God in my life, and listening for His voice.
I believe confirmation reaffirms the covenants we’ve made with God. It is a
proclamation and a promise of our faith and devotion to God and the church. I love that
Christianity isn’t one dimensional. I believe it’s multifaceted and complex, like its
followers! I believe sin is when we break our covenant with God and commit an evil
deed, or an action with malevolent intentions. Sins purposefully go against God’s
teachings and His wishes for us. To turn away from sin is to actively choose to remove
sin from our lives and embrace a different path. When injustice happens around me, I
must stay true to God, empathize with those around me, and extend kindness and
compassion to others. I believe that faith is belief in action, belief in trust, and belief in
love. Knowing and trusting God is an essential part of my faith journey. I promise to
maintain my faith in the best and worst of times.

STATEMENT OF FAITH
EMMA WOODY
I believe that God is the Lord of all creation and that he loves us unconditionally. I
believe that Jesus is our savior and he made the ultimate sacrifice when he died for us so
that we would have eternal life. I believe that the Holy Spirit leads us and is always with
us. I believe that God has given me gifts that I can use to bring joy to others. I know that
God is always with me and he will always protect me and guide me. He will keep me
safe. I believe that the church will support me as I become a member. I believe that the
members of the church will lead and guide me along the way.

STATEMENT OF FAITH
JAMIE JOHNSON
I have been attending Lexington Presbyterian Church since I was about three. I started
out in the nursery not really wanting to go to church and listen to sermons. Then I went
to Sunday School and discovered more about Christ and started to want to be there.
I have started to feel more a part of the church since the beginning of Confirmation. It
has helped me learn about God and Jesus and see new perspectives. The next few
sentences will outline what I believe now. I believe God created the world and
everything in it. I believe in Jesus who is the only son of God. I believe that Jesus rose
from the dead after three days. I believe Jesus taught us how to act and we should
follow his teachings. Even though I have doubts about a few things, I will work them out
with the church to help me, and I will help the church. I believe that Jesus saved us
from sin and that if we give our full faith to him, we will go to Heaven to learn all the
answers. Confirmation has helped me look forward to Sundays instead of wishing I
could stay at home and play games or watch a movie. I feel like a part of the church now
and that's made me really happy! Thank you God for creating me and I will follow your
word closely in the future.

STATEMENT OF FAITH
JAMES BAKER
Let the words of my mouth, and the meditations of my heart, be always
acceptable to you, o Lord, my strength and my redeemer.” This verse in itself is a
statement of faith. In orating those short, 24 words much can be made known about
your faith. It says,
Let my actions, my thoughts, my feelings be turned away from evil, and let them
turn to you. In everything I do, let everything I am renounce the ways of sin to become
more perfect in this world.
It says,
The Lord is my saviour, from him I get my strength. I believe that the Son and
God saved us from ourselves and the ways of evil, and without him I am weak.
It says,
I will follow Christ with my words, with my actions, with the meditations of my
heart and the thoughts of my head; to him I will obey and listen and return.
It says,
From Jesus and his church I will learn. His teachings made the church, and the
fellowship and Table set there I will follow. In this way may one learn how to make their
actions and meditations acceptable to the Lord and be redeemed by the covenant and
sacrifice of the Son.
This verse holds all these ideals true within, and with all of that being said.
Let the words of my mouth, and the meditations of my heart, be always acceptable in thy
sight, o Lord my strength and my redeemer.

