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GATHERING OF THE PEOPLE
ORGAN PRELUDE

The Lord Is My Faithful Shepherd

Helmut Walcha

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
LIFE OF THE CHURCH

Ushering

Kevin Burke

CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)
The Good Shepherd invites us to green pastures.
We are refreshed beside still waters.
We have been given everything we have.
God offers us everything we need.
God welcomes us to the table where love is expressed.
We are invited to partake of the truth God offers.
We have received plenty that we might share.
We are called to be God’s helpers.
OPENING PRAYER (unison)
Good Shepherd, we meet in your name, confident that we are known
and loved by you. Here we draw close to one another and to you,
expecting to be empowered by fresh insights to live as your people. We
seek to reach out to those who deny you or suspect us. Help us grow in
love that is genuine in its caring and self-sacrifice. We embrace the
wholeness you offer and dare to risk acceptance of a healing role for
ourselves and this faith community. Equip us for service beyond this
hour of meeting. Amen.
OPENING HYMN 838

Standing on the Promises

A TIME OF CONFESSION
Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession (unison)
Good Shepherd, we have wandered down the strange pathways of
our world. We have trusted other voices and turned away from
your truth. We have accepted your gifts without acknowledgement.
We have failed to use our overflowing cups to fill the cups of sisters
and brothers who need what we could offer. Forgive us, we pray,
and restore us to your fold . . .
Silent Confession
Assurance of Pardon

Hymn 187
Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead us, v. 2&4
We are yours, in love befriend us, be the guardian of our way.
Keep your flock: from sin defend us; seek us when we go astray.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, you have bought us, we are yours.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, you have bought us, we are yours.
Early let us seek your favor; early let us do your will.
Blessed Lord and only Savior, with your love our spirits fill.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, you have loved us; love us still.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, you have loved us; love us still.
THE PEACE (responsive)
We are washed in the waters of God’s amazing grace. Let us share this good news of
God’s love for us: The peace of Christ be with you.
and also with you…
SOLO

The Lord’s My Shepherd

Stuart Townend, arr. McCorkle

THE BLESSING OF OUR OFFERINGS
Offertory Invitation
Prayer of Dedication (unison)
How can we express our thanks, O God, for the One who laid down
life itself in witness to your love for all people? We are aware that
many have not experienced that love. We see their need and we want
to respond. Use what we offer to you to bring healing and peace to
others not of this fold. Draw us together as one flock in the care of
one shepherd, Jesus Christ. Amen.
Hymn 606
The Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
HEARING THE WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
NEW TESTAMENT READING

Acts 4:5-12

A TIME WITH THE YOUNG PEOPLE
OLD TESTAMENT READING (unison) Psalm 23
The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want. He makes me lie down in
green pastures; he leads me beside still waters; he restores my soul. He
leads me in right paths for his name's sake. Even though I walk through
the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and
your staff-- they comfort me. You prepare a table before me in the
presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup
overflows. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of
my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD my whole life long.
SERMON

Green Pastures

Rev. Tom Groome

HYMN OF REFLECTION 802

The King of Love My Shepherd Is

RESPONDING TO THE WORD
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Lexington Presbyterian Mission Statement
We believe God intends for us to be sound in our faith, our service to
one another, and our mission to our Lord Jesus Christ beyond our walls
and doors. Our task is to understand, embrace, rejoice in, and share
that intention.
AFFIRMATION IN SONG - Hymn 583 (sung twice)
Gloria, gloria in excelsis Deo.
Gloria, gloria, alleluia, alleluia!

Gloria, Gloria

PRAYER OF PEOPLE & LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
SENDING
HYMN 375

Shall We Gather at the River

BLESSING IN WORD
RESPONSE OF THE PEOPLE
Through the Love of God, v. 1 &2
Through the love of God, our Savior, all will be well.
Free and changeless is his favor; all, all is well.
Precious is the blood that healed us, perfect is the grace that sealed us,
strong the hand stretched forth to shield us; all must be well.
Though we pass through tribulation, all will be well.
Ours is such a full salvation, all, all is well.
Happy still in God confiding, fruitful if in Christ abiding,
holy, through the Spirit’s guiding; all must be well.
BLESSING IN MUSIC
ZOOM BREAKOUT ROOM

The flowers are given to the glory of God and in memory of John DeVogt by his
family.
Thank you to Reverend Kelly-Ann Rayle for assisting with worship this
morning; to our soloist and song leader, Ruth Warinner Floyd; and to our
handbell ringers, Mayumi Smitka and Mary Ellena Ward. Thank you to our
worship team - Leslie Groome (moderator), Mary and David Dugan (waiting
room), and Doug Caldwell (cameras)

The musical solo following the passing of the peace is a lovely text paraphrase
and new musical setting of Psalm 23 by Stuart Townend (b. 1963), English
Christian worship leader and writer of hymns and contemporary worship music.
William McCorkle has adapted the work to blend elements of melody and
descant into one vocal line, and to add light touches of handbell sound. The text:
THE LORD’S MY SHEPHERD
The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want,
He makes me lie in pastures green,
He leads me by the still, still waters,
His goodness restores my soul.
And I will trust in You alone,
and I will trust is you alone,
for Your endless mercy follows me
Your goodness will lead me home.
He guides my ways in righteousness,
and He anoints my head with oil,
and my cup, it overflows with joy;
I feast on His pure delights.
And though I walk the darkest path,
I will not fear the evil one,
for You are with me, and Your road and staff
are the comfort I need to know.
Text and Music: Stuart Townend © 1996 Thankyou Music
Lexington Presbyterian Church: Congregational Songs – APRIL 25, 2021
PUBLIC DOMAIN (text and music)
Hymn 838 Standing on the Promises
Hymn 187 Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us
Hymn 606 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow
Hymn 802 The King of Love My Shepherd Is
Hymn 375 Shall We Gather at the River
Hymn
Through the Love of God
*******************************************************************************************
COPYRIGHTS – reprinted and broadcast with permission OneLicense.net A-717842:
Vocal Solo The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want
Text (from Psalm 23) and Music: Stuart Townend
Text and Music: © 1996 Thankyou Music
Hymn 583 Gloria, Gloria
Text: Traditional liturgical text
Music: Jacques Berthier, 1979
Music © 1979, 1981 Les Presses de Taizé (admin. GIA Publications, Inc.)

Organ Prelude The Lord Is My Faithful Shepherd: Helmut Walcha, © 1996 Edition
Peters.
*********************************************************************************************
Numbered hymns from Glory to God (Westminster/John Knox Press, 2013).
Hymn: Through the Love of God Our Savior – from Church Hymnary, 4th ed.
(Canterbury Press, 2005)

