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  Celebrating the Gifts of Women Sunday 
 

GATHERING OF THE PEOPLE 

SIGN IN AND FELLOWSHIP   
 
GATHERING HYMN        O God, Whose Glory Shines Afar   

WELCOME   
 

OPENING SENTENCES (responsive)        adapted, Psalm 146 (CEB) 
Praise the Lord! Let my whole being praise the Lord! 

I will praise the Lord with all my life. 

The person whose help is the God of Jacob—the person whose hope rests on the Lord 

their God—is truly happy! 

I will sing praises to my God as long as I live. 

God: the maker of heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, God: who is 

faithful forever. 

I will sing praises to my Lord, my God while I have my being. 

Praise the Lord: who frees prisoners. The Lord: who makes the blind see. The Lord: 

who straightens up those who are bent low. The Lord: who loves the righteous. The 

Lord: who protects immigrants, who helps orphans and widows, but who frustrates 

the way of the wicked. 

Praise the Lord who reigns forever, our God, O Zion, through all 

generations! 

 

GATHERING PRAYER  

TIME OF REFLECTION  Ann Massie    

SHARING OF THE PEACE  
The Peace (responsive)  

Let us greet one another with the Peace of Christ. The peace of Christ be with you.  

and also with you…   

HANDBELL SOLO What Wondrous Love Is This         Mayumi Smitka 

 



 

  HEARING THE WORD  

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

FIRST READING   Mark 5:24b-35; 7:24-30    

SECOND READING  Mark 12:41-44; 14:3-9 

SERMON “Nameless, yet Noteworthy”           Rev. Kelly-Ann Rayle   

HYMN OF REFLECTION                    God of the Women   

  RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER  
Invitation to the Table 
Great Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer  
Hymn during Communion - Hymn 530 (refrain)                     One Bread, One Body   

  The Bread   
One bread, one body, one Lord of all, 

One cup of blessing which we bless. 

And we, though many, throughout the earth, 

We are one body in this one Lord. 

 

  The Cup    
                                    One bread, one body, one Lord of all, 

One cup of blessing which we bless. 

And we, though many, throughout the earth, 

We are one body in this one Lord. 

 
Closing Sentences      

Post-Communion Prayer  

A LITANY CELEBRATING THE GIFTS OF BOLD WOMEN (responsive) 
Lord our God, we give thanks today for the witness of bold women. From the earliest 

times until today and on into the future, bold women show all of us how to live as 

God’s beloved children in God’s beloved creation, carrying out our baptismal call to 

work for justice and peace for all God’s creatures. 

 

For Eve, mother of us all, sinful and beloved, we say: 

Thank you, Lord! 

For Miriam, who danced beside the Red Sea, we say: 

Thank you, Lord! 

For Esther, who took a risk for her people, we say: 

 Thank you, Lord! 

For Ruth, who symbolizes loyalty and devotion, we say: 

 Thank you, Lord! 

For Mary, mother of Jesus, who pondered the angel's words in her heart, we say: 

Thank you, Lord! 

For Mary and Martha of Bethany, who served the Lord together in their different 

ways, we say: 

 Thank you, Lord! 



 

 

For Mary Magdalene, first to hear the voice of the Risen Christ, we say: 

Thank you, Lord! 

For the persistent widow, who would not rest until she won justice, we say: 

Thank you, Lord! 

For the woman “who had a flow of blood,” an example of steadfast faith, we say: 

Thank you, Lord! 

For the Syro-Phoenician woman, bold enough to challenge Jesus himself for 

her child’s sake, we say: 

Thank you, Lord! 

For the poor widow, who gave all she and more, we say: 

Thank you, Lord! 

For all the named and unnamed women of the Bible, we say: 

Thank you, Lord! 

 

There have been named and unnamed gifted and bold women all around us on our 

way, if only we look for them. For whom do we thank the Lord today?  

 

Time of Silence  

 

For the witness of all bold women, yesterday, today, and tomorrow, Lord our God, we 

thank you and we praise you. Lord our God, let their boldness flourish in our own 

hearts as we live out our baptismal call to serve you and our neighbor, with all our 

heart, with all our mind, with all our strength. 

Thank you, Lord, Amen! 

SENDING 

HYMN 410              God Is Calling Through the Whisper   

BLESSING IN WORD 

RESPONSE OF THE PEOPLE        God Has Chosen Me, v. 3 
God is calling me, God is calling me to bring good news to the poor. 

God is calling me, God is calling me to raise up the voice  

with no power or choice: 

God is calling me, calling me: 

And to tell the world that God’s kingdom is near, 

To remove oppression and break down fear, 

Yes, God’s time is near, God’s time is near, 

God’s time is near, God’s time is near. 

  

FELLOWSHIP/BREAKOUT ROOM 

*Time with the Young People: A reading and lesson will be made available on www.lexpreg.org 

The flowers are given to the Glory of god and in loving memory of Joseph and Gretel 
Salva.  

Thank you to Ann Massie for assisting with worship this morning.  

http://www.lexpreg.org/


Thank you to our musicians, Melissa Holland, song leader; Mayumi Smitka and Mary 
Harvey-Halseth,, handbells.  

Thank you to our worship team - Andy Coffey (moderator), Jessican Willett (waiting 
room), and Eric Owsley (cameras) 

Worship Attributions: 
Gathering Prayer, written by Rev. Jennifer Lord 
Litany Celebrating the Gifts of Bold Women, adapted from Women of the ELCA 

Music Note: The music for this service features many texts and/or tunes by important 
women of the faith, and respected hymn-writers: Jane Parker Huber, Carolyn Winfrey 
Gillette, Mary Louise Bringle, Bernadette Farrell. 

Lexington Presbyterian Church: Congregational Songs – MARCH 7, 2021 
PUBLIC DOMAIN  (text and music) 
Handbell Solo  What Wondrous Love Is This – Public Domain  
******************************************************************************************* 
COPYRIGHTS – reprinted and broadcast with permission OneLicense.net A-717842:  
Hymn            O God, Whose Glory Shines Afar 
   Text: Jane Parker Huber, 1981   © 1982 Jane Parker Huber 
   Music (tune: Duke Street): attr. John Hatton, c. 1793  -  Public Domain 
Hymn            God of the Women 
   Text: Carolyn Winfrey Gillette, 1998.   © 1998 Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. 
Used with the author’s permission.   
Hymn 530  One Bread, One Body 
   Text and Music: © John B. Foley, SJ, 1978 (Published by OCP) 
Hymn 410  God Is Calling Through the Whisper 
   Text: Mary Louise Bringle, 2003.  © 2006 GIA Publications, Inc. 
   Music: Polish carol, harm. Wilbur Held, 1958.  
  Music harm.  © 1958  Broadman Press (admin. Music Services) 
Hymn            God Has Chosen Me   
   Text and Music: Bernadette Farrell, 1990. © 1990, Bernadette Farrell, 
          Published by OCP. 
   
************************  
Numbered hymns from Glory to God (Westminster/John Knox Press, 2013). 
Hymn: O God, Whose Glory Shines Afar, from A Singing Faith 
(The Westminster Press, Philadelphia, 1987), no. 69. 
Hymn: God of the Women, from Gifts of Love: New Hymns for Today’s Worship 
  (Geneva Press, 2000) 
Hymn God Has Chosen Me, from Journeysongs, 3rd ed. (OCP) 



 

 



 



 

 

 
 
 

 


