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GATHERING OF THE PEOPLE 

  
SIGN IN AND FELLOWSHIP   
 
MUSIC OF PREPARATION  
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS   

 
CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)  

O come, let us sing to the Lord and shout with joy to the rock of our salvation.. 
Let us come into God’s presence with thanksgiving, singing joyful 

songs of praise.  

 

OPENING PRAYER (unison)   

God of the universe, whose wisdom pervades all creation, we gather 

before you to give you all praise and honor. Wonderful and majestic 

are your works; righteousness is seen in all that you do. You make a 

covenant and call us heirs of its promise. You establish your law, 

showing all people that you are to be trusted. In company with the 

redeemed of all ages, we life our voices to acclaim your worth.  

OPENING HYMN  625   How Great Thou Art 

A TIME OF CONFESSION  
Call to Confession 
Prayer of Confession 
Silent Confession   

  Assurance of Pardon  
  Hymn 755, v. 1 [tune: Beach Spring]                                           Alleluia! Laud and Blessing 

Alleluia! Laud and blessing to our God, whose word is sure; 

by whose grace we find redemption, in whose love we live secure. 

Righteousness and rich compassion shall attend us all our days; 

may God’s promise to be faithful echo through our songs of praise! 

The Peace (responsive)   
We are washed in the waters of God’s amazing grace. Let us share this good 
news of God’s love for us: The peace of Christ be with you.    

and also with you... 

 

http://www.lexpres.org/


SOLO    Wonder                                                 Gerald Finzi 
[The text of the solo is printed in the announcements at the end of the bulletin.] 

THE BLESSING OF OUR OFFERINGS   
Prayer of Dedication 
Hymn 609               Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 

Praise God, all creatures high and low. Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Praise God, in Jesus fully known, 

Creator, Word, and Spirit one. 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

HEARING THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

OLD TESTAMENT READING         Psalm 111         “Faith Villagers”   
 NEW TESTAMENT READING        Mark 1:21-28  
SERMON     The Road to Capernaum                   Rev. Tom 
Groome 

HYMN OF REFLECTION  [tune: Lobe den Herren]             Christ, in Capernaum 

Christ in Capernaum, people were awed by your preaching. 

You had authority many could hear in your teaching. 

In you they saw 

Love that informed all their law - 

Truth that was kind and far-reaching. 

 

Into that place came a man who was troubled in spirit. 

He cried aloud so the worshiping people could hear it. 

Awe mixed with fear! 

God’s loving reign had come near! 

Evil could simply not bear it. 

 

Lord, you rebuked all that inept him from knowing God’s healing; 

You countered evil with power that sent spirits reeling. 

God has control! 

God wants our lives to be whole! 

This was what you were revealing. 

 

Still there is evil that tries to destroy and enslave us, 

Still, by your grace, we encounter your pow-er to save us. 

You heal our pain, 

Showing the joy of God’s reign, 

This is the teaching you give us. 

 



 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH          adapted, “Our World Belongs to 
God"  
As followers of Jesus Christ, living in this world - which some seek to 

control, but which others view with despair - we declare with joy and 

trust: Our world belongs to God! 
 

From the beginning, through all the crises of our times, until his kingdom 

fully comes, God keeps covenant forever: Our world belongs to him! 
 

God is King! Let the earth rejoice! 
 

Christ is Victor; his rule has begun. Hallelujah!  

The Spirit is at work, renewing creation. Praise the Lord!  
 

We rejoice in the goodness of God, renounce the works of darkness, and 

dedicate ourselves to holy living.  
 

As covenant partners, called to faithful obedience, and set free for joyful 

praise, we offer our hearts and lives to do God's work in his world. With 

tempered impatience, eager to see injustice ended, we expect the Day of 

the Lord. Alleluia!  

AFFIRMATION IN SONG - Hymn 583 (sung twice)     Gloria Gloria 
Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

Gloria, gloria, alleluia, alleluia! 

PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER  

SENDING 

HYMN 361             O Christ, the Great 
Foundation 

 
BLESSING IN WORD   
 
RESPONSE OF THE PEOPLE - Hymn 180, v. 3 [tune: Hymn to Joy]      Silence! Frenzied... 

Silence, Lord, the unclean spirit, in our mind and in our heart. 

Speak your word that when we hear it all our demons shall depart. 

Clear our thought and calm our feeling; still the fractured, warring soul. 

By the pow-er of your healing, make us faithful, true, and whole. 

 
FELLOWSHIP/BREAKOUT ROOMS 

Thank you to Mary Atthowe and the Faith Villagers for assisting with worship this 
morning. Thank you to our guest musician, tenor Scott Williamson. Thank you to our 

http://www.biblicaltheology.ca/blue_files/Our%20World%20Belongs%20to%20God.pdf
http://www.biblicaltheology.ca/blue_files/Our%20World%20Belongs%20to%20God.pdf


worship team - (moderator), Mary and David Dugan (waiting room), and Maggie Irby 
(cameras).  

The session has called a congregational meeting for today immediately following the 
11:00 am worship service for the purpose of electing an officer nominating committee. 
The names to be placed in nomination are: Philip Coulling, elder, Kaitlin Smith and 
Becky Merchant as at-large members of the congregation. These are for three year 
terms.  

Affirmation of Faith: Posted on the Calvin Institute for Christian Worship website.   

The musical solo following the sharing of the peace, is taken from the solo cantata, Dies 
Natalis, composed 1938-1939 by the English musician, Gerald Finzi (1901-1956), on 
mystical texts by Thomas Traherne (1636/37-1674), English metaphysical poet, priest, 
and theologian. 
The text: 

 

WONDER 
How like  an angel I came down! 
How bright are all things here! 

When first among his works I did appear 
O how their glory did me crown! 
The world resembled his eternity 

In which my soul did walk; 
And everything that I did see 

Did with me talk. 
 

The skies in their magnificence 
The lovely, lovely air, 

O how divine, how soft, how sweet, how fair! 
The stars did entertain my sense; 

And all the works of God so bright and pure, 
So rich and great, did seem, 
As if they ever must endue 

In my esteem. 
 

A native health and innocence 
Within my bones did grow, 

And while my God did all his glories show, 
I felt a vigor in my sense 

That was all spirit: within I did glow 
With seas of life, like wine: 

I nothing but the world did know 
But t’was Divine. 

 
Text: Thomas Traherne - PUBLIC DOMAIN 

Music: Gerald Finzi  © 1946  Boosey and Hawkes (London) 

http://worship.calvin.edu/resources/


Lexington Presbyterian Church: Congregational Songs – JANUARY 31, 2021 

******************************************************************************************* 

COPYRIGHTS – reprinted with permission OneLicense.net A-717842:  
 Hymn 625     O Lord, My God (How Great Thou Art) 
  Text: Stuart R. Hine   Music: Swedish folk melody, arr. Stuart R. Hine 
  Text and Music © 1949 and 1953  The Stuart Hine Trust (USA rights admin. 
  Hope Publishing Company. 
** 
Hymn 755  Alleluia! Laud and Blessing 

Text: Michael Morgan, 2011 
Text: © 2011 Michael Morgan (admin. Faith Alive Christian Resources) 

    Music [tune: Beach Spring]: PUBLIC DOMAIN 
** 
Hymn 609  Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow 

Text © 1989  Hope Publishing Company 
** 
Solo Music:   Wonder (Dies Natalis) 

Text: Thomas Traherne - PUBLIC DOMAIN 
Music: Gerald Finzi  © 1946  Boosey and Hawkes (London) 

** 
Hymn                 Christ, in Capernaum 

Text: Carolyn Winfrey Gillette, 2015   
    Music (tune: Lobe den Herren): Stralsund Ernewerten Gesangbuch, 1665; harm., The   
           Chorale Book for England, 1863  -  PUBLIC DOMAIN   
    Text: © 2015  Carolyn Winfrey Gillette.  Used with the author’s permission. 
** 
Hymn 583  Gloria, Gloria 

Text: Traditional liturgical text Music: Jacques Berthier, 1979 
    Music  © 1979, 1981 Les Presses de Taizé(admin. GIA Publications, Inc.) 
** 
Hymn 361  O Christ, the Great Foundation 

Text: Timothy T’ingfang Lew, 1933; trans. Mildred A. Wiant, 1966 
Music [tune:Aurelia]: Samuel Sebastian Wesley, 1864 – PUBLIC DOMAIN 

    Text:  © 1977 Chinese Christian Literature Council Ltd. 
** 
Hymn 180  Silence! Frenzied Unclean Spirit 

Text: Thomas Troeger, 1984  Text: © 1986  Oxford University Press 
Music [tune:Hymn to Joy]: Ludwig van Beethoven, 1824; adapt. Edward Hodges, 1824 
Music: PUBLIC DOMAIN 

  
************************  
Numbered hymns from Glory to God (Westminster/John Knox Press, 2013). 
Hymn: “Wonder” from Dies Natalis (G. Finzi)  © 1946  Boosey and Hawkes (London) 



 
  
  





  


