CHRISTMAS EVE

Candlelight and Communion
24 December 2020

7:30 PM
GATHERING OF THE PEOPLE
HYMN 158 Born in the Night,
HYMN 115 Away in a Manger

CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)
The splendor of God has been revealed among us.
A child has come to change all our ways.
We who have walked in the shadows have seen the light.
We have given up the unnecessary burdens we carry.
Worship the One who breaks yokes and frees us.
Great is our God, and greatly to be praised.
Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice.
We are ready to declare Gododés marvel ous worK

HYMN 112 On Christmas Night, All Christians Sing
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES
CAROL Tannenbaum German carol, arr. Baker

PRAYER (unison)
O God, open our eyes that we may see; open our ears that we may hear; open

our minds that we may know; open our hearts that we may receive the gift of
your incarnate love who is salvation for all people. Through him of whom
we pray, Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
HYMN 133 O Come, All Ye Faithful

AN ADVENT LITANY ( responsive)

The grace of God hasappeared, bringing salvation to all.
Glory to God in the highest!

This evening the soles of Goddéds feet touched
Glory to God in the highest!

This evening, the back streets, the forgotten places, were lit up with significance.
Glory to God in the highest!

This evening, the households of earth welcomed the King of heaven.
Glory to God in the highest!

For this night God came among us, became one of us.
Our songs rise to surround Godo6és throne as o
cradle as we salute the coming of Emmanuel.

SILENT PRAYER

HYMN 124 Still, Still, Still
SCRIPTURE READINGS

Hebrew Bible Isaiah 9:27

Gospel Reading Luke 2:1-20

HYMN Come and Sing the Christmas Story
CHRISTMAS MESSAGE Three Christmases: A Meditation Rev. Tom Groome

HYMN 123 It Came Upon the Midnight Clear



THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORDOG6S SUPPER
I nvitation to the Lordods Tabl e
Prayers of Thanksgiving

Communion of the People
Hymn 121 O Little Town of Betlehem

The Bread
How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given!
So, God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven.
No ear may hear his coming, but in the world of sin,
where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in.

The Cup
O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us we pray;
cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;
O come to us; abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel!

Prayer after Communion
LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE John 1:3%

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES

HYMN Silent Night, Holy Night
Silent night, holy night! Al i's cal m, i
Virgin mother and Child i holy Infant, so tender and mild.
Sleep in heavenly peace i sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight,
Glories stream from heaven afar i heavenly hosts sing:
AAll eluia; Christ the Savior is born, Ch

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, | oveb
thy holy face 1 with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.

Silent night, holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light;
With the angels | etussing 1 Alleluiato our King;
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.

BLESSING IN WORD
BLESSING IN MUSIC On Christmas Night (Sussex Carol) William McCorkle

Thanks to our instrumentalists, Ellie, James, and Mac Baker, and to our handbell ringers,
Mary Harvey-Halseth and Mayumi Smitka.

Thanks to our worship team Kelly-Ann Rayle (moderator) and Doug Caldwell (cameras)



Lexington Presbyterian Church: Congregati onal Songsd DECEMBER 24, 2020 at 7:30 p.m.

PUBLIC DOMAIN (text and music)

Hymn 115 Away in a Manger

Hymn 112 On Christmas Night All Christians Sing
Carol O Tannenbaum

Hymn 133 O Come, All Ye Faithful

Hymn Come and Sing the Christmas Story
Hymn 123 It Came upon a Midnight Clear

Hymn 115 Away in a Manger

Hymn 121 O Little Town of Bethlehem

Hymn 122 Silent Night, Holy Night
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PUBLIC DOMAIN or COPYRIGHTS d reprinted with permission OneLicense.net A -717842:

Hy mn 158 Born in the Night, Maryds Chil d
Text and Music: © 1964 Stainer & Bell, Ltd. (admin. Hope Publishing Company)
*%*
Hymn 114 Still, Still, Still (Austrian carol, tr. G. K. Evans; arr. W. Ehret
Text and Music: © 1963, 1980 Walter Ehret and George K. Evans, fronThe
International Book of Christmas CaroWalton Music Corporation.
*%*
Hymn Come and Sing the Christmas Story
Text: Michael Arnold Perry, © Mrs. B. Perry / Jubilate Hymns 4 Thorne Park Road,
Chelston, Torquay TQ2 6RX U.K.
Music (tune: OAr hyd y noso): Public Domai n
*kkkkkkkk
Numbered hymns from Glory to God(Westminster/John Knox Press, 2013).
Hymn: Come and Sing the Christmas Story 6 from The Irish Presbyterian Hymbook
(Canterbury Press, 2004)



Born in the Night, Mary’s Child 158
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1 Born in the night, Mar-y’s Child, a long way from your home;
2 Clear shin-ing light, Mar-y’s Child, your face lights up our way;
3 Truth of our life, Mar-y’s Child, you tell us God is good;
4 Hope of theworld, Mar-y’s Child, you're com-ing soon to reign;
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com - ing in need, Mar-y’s Child, born in a bor-rowed room.
Light of the world, Mar-y’s Child, dawn on our dark-ened day.
yes, it is true, Mar-y’s Child, shown on your cross of wood.
King of the earth, Mar-y’s Child, walk in our streets a - gain.

Guitar chords do not correspond with keyboard harmony.

Carried by a blues-like tune, this text of clustered phrases centers on the core words “Mary’s Child,”
initially linking images that suggest a Nativity hymn, but by the third stanza widening to the full arc
of the Incarnation: birth, life, death, resurrection, ascension, return.

TEXT: Geoffrey Ainger, 1964, alt. MARY’S CHILD
MUSIC: Geoffrey Ainger, 1964; harm. Richard D. Wetzel, 1972 7.6.7.6
Text and Music © 1964 Stainer & Bell, Ltd. (admin. Hope Publishing Company)



JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

115

Away in a Manger
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1A - way in a man-ger, no crib for his  bed,
2 The <cat - tle are low -ing; the poor ba - by wakes,
3 Be near me, Lord Je - sus; 1 ask thee to stay
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the lit - tle Lord Je - sus laid down his sweet head.
but lit - tle Lord Je - sus, no cry - ing  he  makes.
close by me for - ev - er and love me, I pray.
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The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
I love thee, Lord Je - sus; look down from the  sky,
Bless all the dear chil - dren in thy ten - der care,
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the lit - tleLord Je - sus a - sleep on the hay.
and stay by my side un - tli morn-ing is  nigh.
and fit us for heav -en to live with thee there.

Though erroneously attributed to Martin Luther, this anonymous carol has North American roots, probably
originating among Pennsylvania Lutherans. Although more than forty melodies have been connected with

these words, this tune was among the earliest written for them.

TEXT: Stanzas 1-2, Little Children’s Book for Schools and Families, c. 1885;
stanza 3, Gabriel’s Vineyard Songs, 1892
MUSIC: James R. Murray, 1887

MUELLER
11111111
(alternate tune: CRADLE SONG, 114)



O Come, All Ye Faithful

JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

133

glo - ry in the high-est!
now in flesh ap - pear-ing!
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1 O come, all ye faith-ful, joy - ful and tri-um-phant;O come
2  True God from true God, Light from light e - ter - nal, born
3 Sing, choirs of an - gels; sing in ex - ul - ta - tion; sing,
4  Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this hap-py morn-ing; Je -
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ye; O come ye to Beth - le-hem! Come, and be - hold him,
of a vir - gin, a mor-tal he comes; ver -y God, be -
all ye cit - i-zens of heaven a-bove! Glo-ry to God, all
sus, to thee be all glo - ry given; Word of the Fa - ther
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born the King of an - gels!
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us a-dore him; O come, let us
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a - dore him, Christ, the Lord!
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From its Roman Catholic origins, this 18th-century hymn has spread to worldwide use by many
denominations in both Latin and vernacular versions. Once popular with a wide range of hymn texts,
this tune is now firmly associated with this Christmas text from which it is named.

TEXT: john Francis Wade, c. 1743; trans. Frederick Oakeley, 1841, alt.
MUSIC: John Francis Wade, c. 1743; harm. The English Hymnal, 1906

ADESTE FIDELES
Irregular




Still, Still, Still 24
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1 Still, still, still, he sleeps this night so  chilll The vir - gin’s
2 Sleep, sleep, sleep, he lies in slum-ber deep while an - gel
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ten - der arms en - fold - ing, warm and safe the child are hold-ing.
hosts from heaven come wing -ing, sweet-est songs of joy are sing-ing.
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Still, still, still, he sleeps this night so chill.
Sleep, sleep, sleep, he lies in slum - ber  deep.
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The great virtue of this Austrian carol is its sheer simplicity, which is reinforced by the re-use of the first two
lines as the last two. This narrow scope makes the text into the verbal equivalent of a close-up photograph or

painting, so that the sleeping child seems very near.
TEXT: Austrian carol; trans. George K. Evans, 1963 STILL, STILL, STILL
3.6.9.8.3.6

% MUSIC: Austrian carol; arr. Walter Ehret, 1963
Text and Music © 1963, 1980 Walter Ehret and George K. Evans (admin. Walton Music Corp.)







