
 

 

 CHRISTMAS EVE  
             Candlelight and Communion  

                        24 December 2020 
                  7:30 PM  

 
 

 
 

GATHERING OF THE PEOPLE  
 

 

HYMN  158                                                          Born in the Night, Maryõs Child  

HYMN 115                                                                                                        Away in a Manger 

CALL TO WORSHIP  (responsive)  
 The splendor of God has been revealed among us. 
 A child has come to change all our ways. 
  We who have walked in the shadows have seen the light.  
  We have given up the unnecessary burdens we carry.  
 Worship the One who breaks yokes and frees us. 
 Great is our God, and greatly to be praised. 
  Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice.  
  We are ready to declare Godôs marvelous works.  

 
HYMN 112                                                                   On Christmas Night, All Christians Sing 

 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES  

 
CAROL   Tannenbaum                        German carol, arr. Baker 

PRAYER (unison) 
 O God, open our eyes that we may see; open our ears that we may hear; open 
 our minds that we may know; open our hearts that we may receive the gift of 
 your incarnate love who is salvation for all people. Through him of  whom  
 we pray, Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.  

 
HYMN 133                                    O Come, All Ye Faithful 

  
AN ADVENT LITANY  ( responsive)    
 The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all. 
  Glory to God in the highest!  
 This evening the soles of Godôs feet touched the earth. 
  Glory to God in the highest!   
 This evening, the back streets, the forgotten places, were lit up with significance. 
  Glory to God in the highest!  
 This evening, the households of earth welcomed the King of heaven. 
  Glory to God in the highest!  
 For this night God came among us, became one of us. 
  Our songs rise to surround Godôs throne as our knees bend at the         
  cradle as we salute the coming of Emmanuel.  

 
SILENT PRAYER 

 
HYMN 124               Still, Still, Still  

SCRIPTURE READINGS   

Hebrew Bible Isaiah 9:2-7 

Gospel Reading Luke 2:1-20 

HYMN                                                                                   Come and Sing the Christmas Story 

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE        Three Christmases: A Meditation                   Rev. Tom Groome 

 
HYMN 123                                     It Came Upon the Midnight Clear 

 



 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORDõS SUPPER 

 Invitation to the Lordõs Table    

 Prayers of Thanksgiving  

      Communion of the People 

 Hymn 121                                            O Little Town of Bethlehem 

  The Bread 
How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given!  

So, God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven.  
No ear may hear his coming, but in the world of sin,  

where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in.  
 

  The Cup 

O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us we pray;  
cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today.  

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;  
O come to us; abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel!  

Prayer after Communion  

 
LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE            John 1:3-5 

 
LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES   

 
HYMN                              Silent Night, Holy Night 

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright. óRound yon  
Virgin mother and Child ï holy Infant, so tender and mild.  

Sleep in heavenly peace ï sleep in heavenly peace.  
 

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight,  
Glories stream from heaven afar ï heavenly hosts sing:  

ñAlleluia; Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.ò 
 

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, loveôs pure light Radiant beams from 
thy holy face ï with the dawn of redeeming grace,  
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.  

 
Silent night, holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light;  

With the angels l et us sing ï Alleluia to our King;  
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.  

 
BLESSING IN WORD  

BLESSING IN MUSIC          On Christmas Night (Sussex Carol)            William McCorkle  

 

 
Thanks to our instrumentalists, Ellie, James, and Mac Baker, and to our handbell ringers, 
Mary Harvey-Halseth and Mayumi Smitka. 
 
Thanks to our worship team - Kelly-Ann Rayle (moderator) and Doug Caldwell (cameras) 
 
 

 

 

 



 

Lexington Presbyterian Church: Congregati onal Songs ð DECEMBER 24, 2020 at 7:30 p.m. 

PUBLIC DOMAIN  (text and music)  

Hymn 115   Away in a Manger  

Hymn 112   On Christmas Night All Christians Sing  

Carol                                                              O Tannenbaum 

Hymn 133   O Come, All Ye Faithful  

Hymn     Come and Sing the Christmas Story 

Hymn 123 It Came upon a Midnight Clear                                                        

Hymn 115   Away in a Manger  

Hymn 121   O Little Town of Bethlehem  

Hymn 122   Silent Night, Holy Night  

******************************************************************************************* 

PUBLIC DOMAIN  or  COPYRIGHTS ð reprinted with permission OneLicense.net A -717842:  

  

Hymn 158  Born in the Night, Maryõs Child 

     Text and Music: © 1964 Stainer & Bell, Ltd. (admin. Hope Publishing Company)  

** 

Hymn 114  Still, Still, Still (Austrian carol, tr.  G. K. Evans; arr. W. Ehret 

     Text and Music: © 1963, 1980  Walter Ehret and George K. Evans, from The 

      International Book of Christmas Carols, Walton Music Corporation.  

** 

Hymn  Come and Sing the Christmas Story 

     Text: Michael Arnold Perry,  ©  Mrs. B. Perry / Jubilate Hymns 4 Thorne Park Road,   

    Chelston, Torquay TQ2 6RX  U.K. 

      Music (tune: òAr hyd y nosó): Public Domain 

*********   

Numbered hymns from Glory to God (Westminster/John Knox Press, 2013). 

Hymn: Come and Sing the Christmas Story ð from The Irish Presbyterian Hymbook    

         (Canterbury Press, 2004) 

   



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 

 



 


