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It happened one time after I had made an appeal in church for a great and worthy cause, that a 

certain man, a member of the church, came and handed me a check for $500, asking at the same 

time if the gift was satisfactory. 

 

I immediately replied, “If it represents you.” 

 

There was a moment of soul-searching thought and he asked that I give him the check back. He 

left and a day or two later returned handing me a check for $5000 and again asked the same 

question, “Is my gift satisfactory?” 

 

I gave the same answer as before, “If it represents you.” 

 

After a few moments of hesitation, he took the check back and left. Later in the week he came 

again with another check. This time it was for $50,000. As he placed it in my hand he said, 

“After earnest prayerful thought, I have come to the conclusion that this gift does represent me, 

and I am happy to give it.” 

 

One of the most neglected virtues in the life of the Christian is the grace of giving. We can excel 

in other virtues and still be devoid and underdeveloped in the grace of giving. This was the 

problem that Paul was addressing when he had made an appeal to the churches with whom he 

had a special relationship to assist the church in Jerusalem, which was having a tough time 

financially. A number of churches had been generous in their response. The church at Corinth, 

however, had not given according to its potential. 

 

In a way, all financial appeals or drives hold surprises. Some persons from whom one might 

expect little give much, while others from whom one expects much, especially considering their 

stature as leaders or their lifestyles or the words they speak, give little.  

 

This was the case with Paul’s financial drive to help the Jerusalem church. The church in the 

region of Macedonia had given much, though they had little. The Corinthian church, on the other 

hand, had given little, though they had the potential to give much. Thus, Paul wrote to them and 

told them that he hoped they would develop the grace of giving as they had other virtues. Now as 

you excel in everything-- in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in utmost eagerness, and in our love 

for you-- so we want you to excel also in this generous undertaking (8:7).  

 

Paul was essentially saying to the Corinthians, “I am pleased and proud of the spiritual strides 

that many of you have made personally, as well as the growth you have made as a congregation. 

I am proud of your faith. No individual Christian or congregation can grow or make any great 

strides without faith in the Word, power, and grace of God, as well as what they can accomplish 

with God.” 
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Paul was proud of their knowledge. No individual Christian or congregation can grow without 

knowledge of the faith. Plants cannot grow only because of the sun’s heat, but also because of 

the sun’s light. The same is true for us. We need not only the heat of the Holy Spirit within our 

hearts; we need the light of Holy Spirit as well. We need doctrinal teaching as well as 

evangelistic preaching. We need Bible study as well as joy of the faith, knowledge as well as 

zeal. 

 

Paul was proud of the diligence of the Corinthians. One does not grow in grace accidentally, nor 

does one stumble into the Kingdom of God. But a church as well as an individual has to be 

diligent, serious, earnest, and intentional about growth. One grows because one is striving for 

growth. Attaining depth in the things of the Holy Spirit doesn’t just happen. Congregations and 

individuals grow because they are diligent about those things that make for growth. Don’t you 

want to be a part of a church that continues to grow deeper, reach higher, and stretch farther? 

 

Paul was also proud of the fact that the Corinthian congregation loved him as he loved them. 

Individuals grow best when there is closeness to and respect for the shepherd’s office. People 

who are always fighting usually don’t grow much. I’ve never known churches to grow that are 

always fighting among themselves or with the preacher. Some churches tend to have an 

abundance of confusion, and it’s difficult for growth to take place in confusion. Growth is an 

orderly process. Think of it in this manner; plants grow best when the weather is calm, not 

during a storm; storms tend to wreck the crops and destroy the field. Whenever a church shows 

growth, there has been mutual love and respect between the shepherd and the flock. 

 

There was much that Paul was proud of when he looked at the Corinthian church. That’s why he 

wanted them to grow in the grace of giving, as they had in so many other ways. 

 

Many of us can look at ourselves and see genuine Christian growth. People say things to us and 

do things to us and we don’t get upset like we once did. We are more mature in our faith and 

more secure within and have peace with ourselves.  

 

As we look at how we’ve grown in grace in so many ways, we need to ask ourselves how much 

we’ve grown in the grace of giving. Our patience has increased; our prayer life has deepened; 

our understanding of the faith and the church has expanded; our capacity to love and forgive has 

expanded; our faith has grown. But how much have we grown in the grace of giving? 

 

Where would we be if our faith had stopped growing? How would we have survived that crisis in 

our career or that bout with illness when it didn’t seem as if we would ever get well? How would 

we ever have survived the loss of a spouse, or a child without our faith to guide us through such 

tragedies? We trusted in the power of God to raise us up again, where would we be if our faith 

had stopped growing?  

 

Where would we be if our patience had stopped growing?  

 

Where would we be if our knowledge had stopped growing? Where would we be if we had said, 

“Addition is all I need. I don’t need to learn subtraction, multiplication, or division.” Where 
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would we be if we had said, “All I need to know is the Psalms. I don’t need to know about the 

Law and the Prophets, the Gospels, the Pauline letters?” 

 

Where would we be if our love had stopped growing? We would be greedy people loving only 

ourselves or selfish people loving only our families. 

 

Where would we be if our forgiveness had stopped growing? We would be embittered people 

still fighting with others over past hurts. We would be small people who spend our time trying to 

get even with others who have wronged us. We would diminish our capacity to receive God’s 

forgiveness.  

 

If we have not stopped growing in so many ways, we need to also continue our growth in the 

grace of giving. We need to hear again the words of Paul, Now as you excel in everything-- in 

faith, in speech, in knowledge, in utmost eagerness, and in our love for you-- so we want you to 

excel also in this generous undertaking (8:7).  

 

When it comes to the grace of giving, many of us have stunted growth. We don’t give more not 

because we’re bad, or mean, or disagreeable, or uncooperative people. Our growth has simply 

been stunted.  

 

We haven’t truly learned how to let go and let God.  

We have not learned how to trust God’s Word without reservation—our growth has been 

stunted. 

The negative attitudes and narrow views of others are still determining our actions—our growth 

has been stunted. 

We’ve been misled into believing that our security depends upon money, and we haven’t learned 

the truth that security is relying on God—our growth has been stunted.  

 

Our growth has been stunted because we’ve been misled in believing that our money and all that 

we have belongs to us. Jesus said, give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed 

down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be 

the measure you get back" (Luke 6:38). 

 

We are basically good people. We’re faithful followers, responsible leaders, people of prayer, 

hard workers—but when it comes to the grace of giving, our growth has been stunted.  

 

Have we grown in the grace of giving to the point that we can say, “All that I have and all that I 

am I give to God and for His service?” I’m not perfect. I still make mistakes; I still have 

weaknesses, but God knows my heart. “All that I have and all that I am I give to God and for his 

service.” 

 

I’m not as young as I used to be. I can’t run like I once did. I don’t have to dry my head with a 

towel any longer than 3 seconds for my hair to dry. But no matter, “All that I have and all that I 

am I give to God and for his service.” 
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That’s still the highest offer, for that’s the offer that Jesus made on Calvary when he redeemed us 

from our sins with his own precious blood.  

 

Paul says, For you know the generous act of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet 

for your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty you might become rich. 

 

“All that I have and all that I am I give to God and for his service.”  

 

That’s the grace of Jesus, and that’s the grace of giving. 

 

 

 

 
Sources: 

The New Interpreter’s Bible, Volume XI, Abingdon Press, Nashville, TN, 2000.  

The New Oxford Annotated Bible, Oxford University Press, New York, 1994.  

 

The message is from sermons that I preached over the years that I have been in the pastorate. I have compiled them 

from the notes I made before they were preached. I do not know where I found some of the material contained here. 

I may have borrowed it, as a whole or in part, from others. I simply do not remember. If this is the case, I apologize 

right now, and that our combined efforts will glorify God.  

 

 


