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If you are a watcher of the news these days, you might get the impression that the world is about                    
to come to an end. We see daily accounts of earthquakes, floods, tsunamis, and a laundry list of                  
murders, bombings, terrorist attacks, wars and rumors of wars. And then there is all the election                
coverage . . . which I won’t go into. There are many nights we just turn the TV off. As the saying                      
goes . . . ignorance is bliss and you feel so much better.  
 
There are even TV shows depicting those who believe that dooms day is just around the corner.                 
They stock pile food, water, supplies to live after a nuclear blast or apocalyptic event. I don’t                 
know about you but if we’re hit by a nuclear bomb, I don’t want to be the only person alive. Let                     
me die in the blast.  
 
Second Thessalonians deals with issues that are also central in the first letter to the church in                 
Thessalonica: how to understand the fulfillment of God’s promises in the return of Jesus Christ,               
and how to act in the meantime. Paul writes this letter to correct the impression that “the day of                   
the Lord is already here” (2:2). Paul’s first letter assumes that Christ’s coming again is near, but                 
we can’t know the time (1 Thess. 5:1-11). The point of this second letter is just the opposite—if                  
we can’t know the exact time of Christ’s return, we can know that the day of the Lord will not                    
happen all at once—a struggle between good and evil must take place first. The message of this                 
letter prepares the church for a period of continued life in this world.  
 
Have you ever been fooled? I have, but I usually don’t like to admit it. I’ve been fooled by my                    
friends. I’ve been fooled by some curve balls when playing high school baseball. I’ve been               
fooled by some mechanics who worked on my cars. We’ve all been fooled at some point in our                  
lives. We don’t like to admit how gullible we are. That’s why it’s easy for us to understand                  
Paul’s difficulty in trying to explain to the Thessalonian church that they have been fooled.  
 
Paul encourages the Thessalonians to stay the course, to continue with the traditions they have               
received. Paul says, “do not be shaken up.” The “we are all done for” mindset was prevalent in                  
the first century, especially in Thessalonica. The apostles had taught so persuasively about the              
impending return of Jesus that a rumor spread that Jesus has already returned. This report had the                 
Thessalonians freaking out. Paul writes this letter to the church urging them to “not be quickly                
shaken up in mind or alarmed” (2:2). 
 
As Paul preached the gospel message in a hostile world, much the same as today. As he did he                   
become acutely aware of evil forces all around. “Let no one deceive you in any way; for that day                   
will not come unless the rebellion comes first and the lawless one is revealed, the one destined                 
for destruction” (2:3). Paul was always facing persecution, hardship and opposition to his             
message, but he never just threw up his arms in disgust and say “whatever.”  
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The Thessalonian Christians had caught “the spirit” of the gospel message. They became             
obsessed with the details that would unfold during the prophesied "end times." Paul doesn't              
dismiss their fears and yearnings with a "whatever" attitude. Rather, he addresses them directly,              
takes their issues seriously, counsels and comforts them.  
 
Paul warns them to not be complacent. I think that is one of the major issues in the church and                    
especially in our culture today: complacency and apathy. When it comes to making a              
commitment not only to the gospel message, but to anything, many just say “whatever or . . . .I                   
don’t care.”  
Did you know that the NONES (Religiously unaffiliated people) are the fastest growing segment 
in the population today?  

Religiously unaffiliated people have been growing as a share of all Americans for some time.               
Pew Research Center’s massive 2014 Religious Landscape Study makes clear just how quickly             
this is happening, and also shows that the trend is occurring within a variety of demographic                
groups – across genders, generations and racial and ethnic groups, to name a few. 

Religious “nones” – now make up roughly 23% of the U.S. adult population. This is a stark                 
increase from 2007, the last time a similar Pew Research study was conducted, when 16% of                
Americans were “nones.” (During this same time period, Christians have fallen from 78% to              
71%.) 

Overall, religiously unaffiliated people are more concentrated among young adults than other            
age groups – 35% of Millennials (those born 1981-1996) are “nones.” In addition, the              
unaffiliated as a whole are getting even younger. The median age of unaffiliated adults is now                
36, down from 38 in 2007 and significantly younger than the overall median age of U.S. adults in                  
2014 (46). 

At the same time, even older generations have grown somewhat more unaffiliated in recent              
years. For example, 14% of Baby Boomers were unaffiliated in 2007, and 17% now identify as                
“nones.” 

”Nones” have made more gains through religious switching than any other group analyzed in              
the study.” Only about 9% of U.S. adults say they were raised without a religious affiliation, and                 
among this group, roughly half say that they now identify with a religion (most often               
Christianity). But nearly one-in-five Americans (18%) have moved in the other direction, saying             
that they were raised as Christians or members of another faith but that they now have no                 
religious affiliation. That means more than four people have become “nones” for every person              
who has left the ranks of the unaffiliated. 

“Nones” are more heavily concentrated among men than women. But the growth of the              
unaffiliated has not been limited to certain demographic categories; a rise in the share of               
unaffiliated has been seen across a variety of racial and ethnic groups, among people with               
different levels of education and income, among immigrants and the native born, and throughout              
all major regions of the country. 

Not only are the “nones” growing, but how they describe themselves is changing. Self-declared              
atheists or agnostics still make up a minority of all religious “nones.” But both atheists and                
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agnostics are growing as a share of all religiously unaffiliated people, and together they now               
make up 7% of all U.S. adults (up from 4% in 2007). Nearly two-thirds of atheists and agnostics                  
are men, and the group also tends to be whiter and more highly educated than the general                 
population. 

In addition to atheists and agnostics, another 9% of Americans say their religion is “nothing in                
particular” and that religion is not important in their lives. At the same time, however, a                
significant minority of “nones” say that religion plays a role in their lives. Indeed, about 7% of                 
U.S. adults say their religion is “nothing in particular” but also say that religion is “very” or                 
“somewhat” important in their lives, despite their lack of a formal affiliation. This group is more                
racially and ethnically diverse than other “nones”; only 53% are non-Hispanic whites            
(compared with 66% of the general public). 
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2015/05/13/a-closer-look-at-americas-rapidly-growing-religious-nones/ 
I know I’ve thrown a ton of stats and figures at you, and I don’t want to scare you or make you 
think the world is coming to an end. The bottom line is this: We’ve got our work cut out for us.  

The church has to make changes in order to be relevant in people’s lives.  

Our stewardship theme this year is “Living Stones.” Although the phrase “living stones” seems 
to be an oxymoron, it is not. According to Jerry Alan Smith of UCC in Rochester, New York, 
“Einstein told us that mass is energy — and so stones are energy. Even we are energy! And we 
are to use it in the building up of the community.” 

Imagine a piece of construction brick or stone.  At a distance the pieces look the same, with 
similarities in color, texture, shape, and size.  Yet on closer examination we perceive that every 
piece of brick or stone is different; when seen clearly each stone is unique. 

We use stones all the time in our building and construction.  We use them in walls, fireplaces, 
foundations, and paving.  Stones possess an inherent toughness – they are the bones of the earth 
– which makes them useful and vital in life. 

Peter writes that all people should come to Jesus, a living stone, so that we might be built into a 
spiritual house.  Following the example of Jesus, we become “living stones” that all might see 
God’s kingdom here on earth. 

StudyPrayServe reminds us of two important points.  First, stones are strong, and we are called 
to live our faith with the same durability and toughness.  Life is not easy, and there are times 
when we recognize our weakness and failures.  Yet through our relationship with Christ we gain 
strength and power that we do not have by ourselves.  Through Christ our talents and gifts 
become strong resources to be used by God. 

Second, in construction stones are used in cooperation with others, and this same cooperation is 
part of our human experience.  Take a stone or brick out of a wall and it becomes weaker; take a 
person out of a community and a change is felt.  Simply put, just as a stone adds strength to those 
around it, so to our lives make a profound difference on those around us. 

As living stones we offer our God-given strengths and abilities to build up God’s people here on 
earth.  Sharing our lives, we become a powerful tool through which Jesus Christ continues to be 
revealed to all people through time. 
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As God’s living stones we discover that our faith gives us power when we work together with 
those around us.  May that power help us to build God’s kingdom, leading others to Christ. 
https://studyprayserve.com/2020/05/04/5th-sunday-of-easter-we-are-living-stones-in-the-temple-of-god/ 

If we develop relationships within the church it will only spill over into relationships outside the                
church. Faith always means risk. Everything in life is a risk. But perhaps the greatest risk of all                   
is how we relate to other people and how we relate to God -- the risk to do something about those                     
relationships. Mark 12:30 says, "You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your                 
soul, all your mind, and all your strength" (NLT). You take a risk when you love with all your                   
heart. Is it worth it? Absolutely. Jesus reminded us that one of the greatest mistakes we can make                  
is to play it safe with our lives. He said, "If you try to keep your life for yourself, you'll lose it."                      
... In other words, love your neighbor. Spend time in God's Word. Talk to God in prayer. Spend                  
time with God's people. Love your family. Love your kids. Protect the way that you speak to                 
people. Be kind in your relationships.  

As a church we are moving forward, and with God’s presence through the power of the Holy                 
Spirit we will continue to be a light shining in the darkness, not only here in Lexington but far                   
beyond these walls.  

 
Sources: 
The New Interpreter’s Bible, Volume XI, Abingdon Press, Nashville, TN, 2000.  
The New Oxford Annotated Bible, Oxford University Press, New York, 1994.  
 
The message is from sermons that I preached over the years that I have been in the pastorate. I have compiled them                      
from the notes I made before they were preached. I do not know where I found some of the material contained here.                      
I may have borrowed it, as a whole or in part, from others. I simply do not remember. If this is the case, I apologize                         
right now, and that our combined efforts will glorify God.  
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