Prayers for Bill and Deb
The staff had a special staff meeting on Wednesday, May 27th, when each of us shared a special
prayer or blessing for Deb and Bill and they move into their retirement. Here are some of our prayers and blessings for them:
From William McCorkle:
From Skip Hess:
Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Kleins
Reflections of Bill & Deb
I give thanks, O God, for Deb and Bill Klein, and When Bill first told me of his decision to retire, I
for the consistent ways in which they have emmust admit, I was very selfish. While I wished
powered me and others to find and exercise the
him well and gave him a big hug, I was thinking
creativity which is within us. Their invitation to all “what will happen to me and Lexington Presbyterof us to seek the right way of God has strengthian Church”? It took a while for me to see the
ened this congregation of believers, and stands
great promises and opportunities that lay before
as a clear, radiant witness to the community at
Bill and Deb, Lexington Presbyterian and me. As
large. I particularly rejoice in the ways Bill and
I thought about all life’s lessons both Bill and Deb
Deb have guided this congregation toward a new have taught me, I will not be afraid of the future or
understanding of, and response to, the history of the changes that will surely come with the Klein’s
injustice in our world, our country, our community, retirement since they have spent 25 years preparand in our own lives. Their persistent and insight- ing me for this event. I pray that our heavenly Faful work, and their example, have given us all a
ther, will grant them a long, happy and peaceful
clearer vision of what we can call ‘the beloved
retirement together and a steady new course for
community.’
your church.
I give thanks that Deb and Bill have helped this
church staff evolve into a true spiritual family.
From Rev. Kelly-Ann Rayle:
Celebration of each other, and of the joy and hu- Prayer for Transition for the Church:
mor sparkling in each of us, has helped us to be- Loving God, Alpha and Omega, you are both become joy for each other. This bond has brought a ginning and end. And the “interim time” in bewonderfully gentle, trusting commitment to our
tween. These times are all rooted in your love.
work, and has certainly placed us in a position to Whether near or far, we are held close by your
face and navigate the difficult paths into which the love, and kept safe from any lasting loss. As we
Covid-19 pandemic has brought us.
approach this transition - Let our time together
Selfishly, O God, we grieve the Kleins’ departure with Bill and Deb end with your blessing. Touch
from our midst, only to realize that they are perall memories with your grace and peace. Help us
manently embedded in our hearts. They have
to live with courage and gladness in the future
been, they are, and they will continue to be for us you present us. In every step of the way may we
offer you our highest and our best, through Jesus
a wonderful ‘thin place’ of closeness to you, O
Christ our Lord. Amen. (See Poem on p.2)
God.
Be with Bill and Deb, O Lord, in the immediacy of
their family’s bereavement, but also especially as From Kimberly Kennedy
they leave this work and move forward into a new Gracious Lord, you give each of us all the we
and unknown time. May they ever feel joy, com- need; today I lift up Bill an Deb in thanksgiving
fort, and assurance as they discern that to which and humble appreciation for their service; and I
ask that You remain with them as you have promyou call them now. Be with us all, staff and congregation. Because of the Kleins’ loving mission ised us you will; be their strength and power
in our midst, reminding us of your abiding love
when they need it, and sustain them all the rest of
1 their days.
and care, we will be fine. All will be well.

For the Interim Time
When near the end of day, life has drained
Out of light, and it is too soon
For the mind of night to have darkened things,
No place looks like itself, loss of outline
Makes everything look strangely in-between,
Unsure of what has been, or what might come.
In this wan light, even trees seem groundless.
In a while it will be night, but nothing
Here seems to believe the relief of darkness.
You are in this time of the interim
Where everything seems withheld.
The path you took to get here has washed out;
The way forward is still concealed from you.
"The old is not old enough to have died away;
The new is still too young to be born."
You cannot lay claim to anything;
In this place of dusk,
Your eyes are blurred;
And there is no mirror.
Everyone else has lost sight of your heart
And you can see nowhere to put your trust;
You know you have to make your own way
through.
As far as you can, hold your confidence.
Do not allow confusion to squander
This call which is loosening
Your roots in false ground,
That you might come free
From all you have outgrown.
What is being transfigured here in your mind,
And it is difficult and slow to become new.
The more faithfully you can endure here,
The more refined your heart will become
For your arrival in the new dawn.
from: "To Bless the Space Between Us" by John
O'Donohue. Pub in 2008 by Doubleday.
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Standing on the Promises
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A Beautiful Day for a Parade
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EDUCATIONAL GRANTS 2020

Our Campus Subcommittee provided educational grants to 15 applicants this year! Some of
our recipients took the opportunity to provide a personal message to our congregation.
1.Carl Sukow: Rising senior at Davidson College; pursuing majors in Physics and Art History.
“LPC's support of my academic endeavors has meant so much to me over the past three
years.”
2. Mallory Keely: Rising junior at Washington and Lee University. “Thank you to you and the
rest of the Campus Ministry Subcommittee for selecting me as one of the candidates for the
LPC grant… I have really enjoyed my classes, despite quarantine.”
3. Foster W. Friedman: Rising senior and accounting major at Washington and Lee University.
Foster thanks LPC for its support and adds, “I plan to attend a fifth year program either at UVA
or Wake Forest” and pursue a master’s in accounting and possibly CPA certification.
4. Anna Murdock: Rising sophomore at University of Richmond. Interested in clinical psychology or law. “Thank you so much for coordinating these grants! I am extremely appreciative of
this grant and the one that I got last year that went a long way towards paying for my textbooks.”
5. Lily Moreschi: Freshman at St. Olaf College in Northfield, MN. “Thank you, and the rest of
the Campus Ministry Subcommittee, so much for your generous educational grant. I am very
excited to continue my education, and I will be sure to update you with all my college adventures!”
6. Robert Schwartz: Freshman at Bucknell University. Hopes to attend medical school. “This
scholarship has directly assisted me in this goal as I now have access to additional funding in
order to purchase books and other necessary resources for my education. I am truly blessed
and thankful. One day I intend to come back and pay it forward.”
7. John Elrod: Rising sophomore at Boston College. Interested in careers in accounting or finance, but loves his philosophy classes and the opportunity for a well-rounded education. He
thanks “the LexPres community as a whole for the generous educational grant. I am especially
appreciative of the grant given the precarious circumstances we are all living through.”
8. Ingrid Sukow, freshman at Oberlin College
9. Henry Haywood, freshman at University of Virginia

10. Burke Haywood, rising junior at University of Virginia
11. Claire Moreschi, rising junior at the College of Wooster
12. Perry Hammond, Eastern Virginia Medical School, School of
Medicine
13. Keely Doyle, rising junior at Emory and Henry College
14. Austin Doyle, Rat/Fourth Year at Virginia Military Institute
15. Lucas Bergmann, senior at Radford University
5

We will begin our Summer Worship Schedule
on Sunday, June 7. We will have a single 10:00
AM worship service each Sunday during Summer.
These services will take place via Zoom as they
have been through this time of social distancing
If you need help getting access to Zoom, please
contact
Kimberly in the church office.
June 7
Trinity Sunday
Lectionary Readings:
Genesis 1:1-2:4a;
Psalm 8;
2 Corinthians 13:11-13;
Matthew 28:16-20
Preacher: Brownen Boswell
Worship Leader: Andy Coffey

June 21
Lectionary Readings:
Genesis 21:8-21;
Psalm 86: 1-10, 16-17;
Romans 6:1b-11;
Matthew 10:24-39
Preacher: Malcolm Brownlee
Worship Leader: Chip Honsinger

June 14
Lectionary Readings:
Genesis 18: 1-5;
Genesis 21: 1-7;
Psalm 116: 1-2, 12-19;
Romans 5:1-8;
Matthew 9:35-10:8
Preacher: Kelly-Ann Rayle
Worship Leader: Tom Goodale

June 28
Lectionary Readings:
Genesis 22:1-14;
Psalm 13;
Romans 6:12-23;
Matthew 10:40-42
Preacher: Nancy Meehan Yao
Worship Leader: Liz Shupe

Our Sympathy to:

Audrey Palmer (husband, Henry Palmer
(5/18/20))

Congratulations to Frank

Friedman and Melissa Brzostek
on their marriage (5/30/20)

Friends and family of Delma Rae Carpenter (5/26/20)
The Klein Family and all friends of Beverly
Anne Klein (5/26/20)

Father’s Day is Sunday, June 21st
Thank you to all those who serve as our heroes
and role models.
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FROM THE DIRECTOR OF MUSIC:
THE MUSIC OF THE TAIZÉ COMMUNITY – JACQUES BERTHIER
Greetings, dear friends! Last month I helped you know more about John Bell and his great work
worldwide for and through the Iona Community of Scotland. This month I turn to another of the
world’s most respected religious organization, the Taizé Community in France.
Taizé is a tiny out-of-the-way village in the hilly countryside of the French province of Burgundy.
Since 1940 it has been the home of one of the most treasured and influential ecumenical communities in the world. A man the world came to know as Brother Roger arrived at this tiny, nearly
abandoned village in 1940, and slowly began to realize his dream of starting a community “on account of Christ and the Gospel.” In 1949, he and six others, committing themselves, for life, to celibacy and to life together, became the founding brothers of the Taizé Community, which has
evolved into a pilgrimage and retreat sight for thousands of young (and not so young) adults every
year. The Community, a group now numbering over eighty brothers, both Protestants and Catholics, from more than twenty different countries, continues to thrive under the leadership of Brother
Alois. The mission of Taizé remains: peace, reconciliation, and communion for people of all places, religions, and creeds. The brothers follow a daily routine of prayer, teaching, and creation.
Each pursues a craft or art (pottery, painting, theological writing, poetry, composition) in support of
the Community, which – except at this unprecedented time of the Covid-19 virus – hosts in any
week of the year a few hundred people in retreat, and for the high summer season, several thousands of people, mostly young adults. There are also annual convocations held in cities around
the world, attended by thousands of people.
The Community, after just a few years of existence, began to attract a growing number of visitors,
most of them young adults, who responded eagerly to the thinking and teaching of the brothers,
but were unable to participate well in the beautiful, but very elaborate and complex prayer and music which constituted the Community’s several prayer services every day. In 1975, feeling the
need for a newer form of prayer, simpler and spare, and with music which could be learned easily,
the brothers of Taizé turned to the French composer, Jacques Berthier (1923-1994), himself a
Burgundian, who had, some twenty years earlier, composed intricate music in four equal parts for
them. Responding to the brothers’ desire to find a new kind of music which could reach the burgeoning crowds of young people flocking to their remote village, Berthier, who had evolved to important work as a church musician and composer in Paris, was inspired to create a new genre of
choral song. Each Taizé song consists of a setting (generally in four voice parts, like our traditional hymns) of a short, but often profound text, repeated many times to the point of becoming a
‘sung mantra.’ Some of the songs are complete in one simple refrain. Others rise to a new level,
both musical and textual, with the addition of solo lines, where short scriptural verses sung by soloists, and additional instrumental lines, can be laid over the repeated singing of the refrains. A
number of Taizé songs are familiar to many of you from regular use in worship at Lexington Presbyterian: Jesus, Remember Me; Eat This Bread; Come and Fill Our Hearts; The Lord Is My Light;
and many more.
Visiting Taizé, done most often by groups, but which I have done three times on my own, is a wonderful retreat from the busy-ness of most of the world. Accommodations are simple; the days include simple meals, meetings and classes with some of the brothers, helping out with Community
chores (cleaning, serving, gardening), quiet/solitary time, and, of course, the wonderful worship
services, held in a large space, expandable in high season into porches and tents beyond the
walls. The three daily services consist of meditation, short liturgical and scripture readings, a significant period of silence, and many wonderful sung and chanted prayers.
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THE MUSIC OF THE TAIZÉ COMMUNITY , Cont…

At first, many people find the period of silence (2-3 minutes) unbearably long, only to feel, after a few
days, that the silence isn’t nearly long enough! In my off-season visits to Taizé (November=cold outside; April=beautiful), there were between 100 and 200 people there, mostly church groups from
around the world, adults and youth – thus, rich in inter-generational exchange. After each evening
service had ended and the brothers had left the room, the singing would continue for a long time.
These blessed hours of prayerful singing by candlelight in a large resonant room remain among my
most treasure and spiritual memories.
It is easy for one to learn and see and hear more of the Taizé Community and its music; it’s well represented in the world of YouTube. I suggest just a couple of links.

For a short overview, there is a fairly recent video from the Community: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=ngA8BFbjrE0&t=3s
Searching taize music will provide links to a multitude of individual songs, complete albums….
And, of course, there is the Community’s website: www.taize.fr
I look forward to seeing you again at Zoom worship on Sundays, and in person before too long.
Bill McCorkle

From the Director of Culinary Ministries -Horn and Hardart Macaroni and Cheese
Horn and Hardart was a popular restaurant in Philadelphia and New York City about 80 years ago. My
mother, Gwen Hess, remembered eating their macaroni and cheese every time they visited the Philadelphia
Restaurant. I am going to share the recipe with you. You will notice that it has tomatoes in it which really
intensifies the cheese flavor. I hope you enjoy it. Skip
Ingredients:
¾ lb ziti, cooked and drained*
6 Tbsp All Purpose Flour
6 Tbsp Unsalted Butter
6 Cups Milk
2 Tsp Salt
2 Tsp. Sugar

1/8 Tsp Red Pepper
1/8 Tsp White Pepper
4 Tbsp Light Cream
3 Cups Grated Sharp Cheddar Cheese
1 Can Crush Tomatoes

Directions:
Brush a 9 x 13 inch baking dish, or spray with PAM. Preheat over
to 400 degrees.
Cook and drain pasta.
In a medium saucepan, melt the butter over low heat. Stir in flour
and cook for 2 minutes. Beat in the milk, then the cream and cook
over medium heat, stirring constantly, until the mixture comes to a
boil and thickens. Remove from the heat and cool slightly.
Stir in the cheese until melted. Add the tomatoes, salt, sugar and
the two peppers.
Add cheese mixture to the ziti.
Bake for 25 to 30 minutes or until top browns and bubbles.
*Other styles of pasta can be used
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RAFIKI REPORT JUNE 2020
Recent reports from several of the students growing up in Rafiki Villages help us to understand where
they are, spiritually, and the direction in which they are moving.
Mumo, 18, from Kenya, recently studied the book of Philemon. He was challenged to “forgive others
just like Paul tells Philemon to forgive Onesimus.” Mumo asks us to prat that he will have the discipline
to study well, that he will know God’s plan for his life and grow in the knowledge and love of God.
Thomas, 17, from Nigeria, says he enjoys singing the hymn, “Christ is Coming” because it reminds him
to always be ready for Christ’s return. He is working on being careful not to hurt other people’s feelings by thinking before he speaks. Next year he will help teach a Sunday School class at the local
church. Please pray his is careful to only speak God’s truth as he teaches
Christobel, 16, from Nigeria has been praying for a boy in her home village who was a Christian, but
converted to Islam. She sings in the school choir and likes to help others who need encouragement or
who are depressed. Christobel asks us to pray for her continued spiritual growth and for her studies.
She praises God that she mad the A/B list at school.
All of the students pray for their sponsors and give thanks and praises for their willingness to sponsor
them.
Prayer Requests:
For continued health and safety of all the staff and students in the Rafiki villages during this coronavirus pandemic
For God to protect the Rafiki young people spiritually and keep them faithful to Him as they move our
into the world more and more.
That this congregation continues to support Metsy Tages in their prayers and financially during this
time when we are not able to meet in person..

Some of the first students in the Rafiki School Kenya in 2004
GIVE ONLINE NOW: Go to our website at www.lexpres.org and select “Giving” at the top of the page,
OR click the “donate now” green button at the bottom of that same page. This will take you to our
REALM site for giving—select Rafiki under the “Fund” line or Text LexPresVA Rafiki $<amount> to
73256 to give to Metsy and Rafiki
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JUNE CALENDAR

Sunday

Monday
1

Tuesday
2
10:00am Lectio
Divina ONLINE

Wednesday

Thursday

3
10:00am Children’s Story Time
ONLINE

4
5
9:00am Worship
Committee Meeting ONLINE

6

10
10:00am Children’s Story Time
ONLINE

11
12
9:00am Worship
Committee Meeting ONLINE

13

5:30pm Adult
Subcommittee
4:00pm NominatMeeting ONLINE ing Committee

Friday

Saturday

7:00pm Session
Meeting ONLINE

7 4¢-A-Meal Of- 8
fering
9:30am Coffee
Fellowship
ONLINE

9
10:00am Lectio
Divina ONLINE

1:00pm Leah Cir- 7:00pm Thantastic
cle Meeting
Thursday Fellowship ONLINE

10:00am Summer
Worship ONLINE
5:30pm Youth
Group Fellowship
ONLINE
14
15
9:30am Coffee
Fellowship
ONLINE
10:00am Summer
Worship ONLINE
5:30pm Youth
Group Fellowship
ONLINE
21 Happy Father’s Day!
9:30am Coffee
Fellowship
ONLINE

22

10:00am Summer
Worship ONLINE
5:30pm Youth
Group Fellowship
ONLINE
28
29
9:30am Coffee
Fellowship
ONLINE

16
10:00am Lectio
Divina ONLINE

17
10:00am Children’s Story Time
ONLINE

18
19
9:00am Worship
Committee Meeting ONLINE

20

12:00pm Communications Commit- 4:30pm Outreach 7:00pm Thantastic
tee Meeting
Committee Meet- Thursday FellowONLINE
ing ONLINE
ship ONLINE

23
10:00am Lectio
Divina ONLINE
1:00pm Youth
Subcommittee
Meeting ONLINE

7:00pm Children’s
Subcommittee
Meeting ONLINE
24
25
26
10:00am Chil9:00am Worship
dren’s Story Time Committee MeetONLINE
ing ONLINE

27

2:00pm Koinonia
Sunday School
Class ONLINE
7:00pm Thantastic
Thursday Fellowship ONLINE

30
10:00am Lectio
Divina ONLINE

10:00am Summer
Worship ONLINE
5:30pm Youth
Group Fellowship
ONLINE
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*Please check REALM & the church website (www.lexpres.org) for updates to this calendar

