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             “As you anticipate your departure from Lexington Presbyterian, what do you want 

them to remember?” I’ve been asked this question a number of times, in a number of ways.  So here 

goes… 

I want you to remember you are loved by God.  I want you to remember there is nothing you 

can do to make God stop loving you.  I want you to live in light of that sort of love because if trust in 

God’s love is foundational then chances are two things will occur.  First, you will ingest a generous 

taste of the peace of Christ.  And second, you are apt to exemplify that love in your words, your 

commitments, your hands, your feet, your coming and your going. 

I want you to remember that the grace of God is what “saves” you…not anything you do…not 

even your faith.  Your salvation is an act of God.  Your part is enormously important…but your faith 

does not initiate God’s grace.  Your part is to respond to God’s initiating grace with gratitude, with 

discipleship, with service to the poor and powerless…and, yes, with faith.   

I want you to remember to take your faith very seriously…to be so grateful for God’s invest-

ment in you that you strive with every fiber to let the Spirit of God work every good work in you and 

through you. But, at the same time, avoid taking yourselves too seriously.  Cultivate an ability and 

willingness to laugh at yourselves. 

While there are many other things I want you to remember…I will close by saying I want you 

to remember how much you have meant to me and to Deb.  Thank you. 

As I have concluded my notes lo these many years, I say to you once again… 

        

        L'Chaim (To Life),    

           

PREACHING SCHEDULE FOR MAY 
 
May 3   4

th
 Sunday of Easter Preacher:  William M. Klein 

   Texts:  Jn. 10:1-10 & Acts 2:42-47 Sermon: Portal-to-Portal 
   Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 
 
May 10  5

th
 Sunday of Easter Preacher: William M. Klein 

   Texts: 1 Peter 2:9-10 Sermon: Kith & Kin 
   
May 17  6

th
 Sunday of Easter Preacher: William M. Klein 

   Texts: Jn. 14:15-21 & 1 Pet. 3:13-22 Sermon: Who Will Take Care of Us? 
 
May 24  7

th
 Sunday of Easter Preacher: William M. Klein 

   Texts:  Deut. 1:8, 8:11-15a, 11:13-15 Sermon: Watch What Comes Next 
     Eph. 1:3-6, 15-18 
 
May 31  Pentecost Sunday Preacher: William M. Klein 
   Texts:  Acts 2:1-13 & Jn. 14:8-17 Sermon: Standing on the Promises 
   Celebration of the Lord’s Supper  

May 

NOTES FROM THE CLERGY   
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A Note from Deb…. 
 

This past Christmas season I made a donation to the Leopold Schepp Foundation, whose 
educational grants had helped to finance my years at Union Theological Seminary from 1978 to 
1981.   Mine was not a large donation by any means in comparison to what the Schepp Founda-
tion had given me, but it was a thank you gift for the help I had received to complete my stud-
ies and graduate without debt.   
 In January I received a thank you note from a Ms. Lin, the Advancement Director, who 
sent me a much larger gift.  She informed me that the foundation had recently put all of their 
files online and she thought I would enjoy seeing my 47 page file which included my original ap-
plication, my vocational goals, letters of reference, my hand written thank you notes written 
each semester, and my transcripts from high school, college and seminary.  As I sat down to 
read all of these documents I was overcome with a sense of gratitude for all the many graces 
received.  Letters of reference were from employers, professors, and friends believing in me 
when I could hardly believe in myself.  I read through transcripts and remembered favorite 
teachers and professors, who had challenged and inspired me to learn and question and write.  I 
could trace the hand of God’s grace through the many people and institutions, all who had 
helped to form me as a student, teacher, and minister.   
 This file came to me just as Bill and I were about to announce our retirement this past 
January.  And it helped me to realize that the ending of this journey would be just like the be-
ginning…..so much grace, so many gifts received, and so much overflowing gratitude.  I give 
thanks to Jane Carpenter and her committee who brought our family to Lexington Presbyterian 
in 1995.  I give our thanks to the members of this church who took us in as family, helped us 
raise our children and helped us send them to college.  I give thanks to the Session who in 
2000 asked me to work as Parish Associate, and gave me the opportunity to visit and befriend 
so many, to teach all sorts of classes and book studies in which I found my voice as a teacher, 
and to lead Ash Wednesday services, Seders on Maundy Thursdays, occasional Sunday services 
and Kendal Vespers in which I found my voice as a worship leader.  I am so grateful for the op-
portunity you have given me to serve you and the God of grace I so dearly love.  I can’t say 
thank you enough for all you have given to me and our family or for the love that has bound us 
one to another.   

But grace is still at work, even in this time of transition, and in the midst of Covid-19.  
May we all look for new graces in the days to come and trust that God is still with us, plotting 
new ways to bless and keep us.    

 
     With deep thankfulness, 
     Deb  

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT 
Please note—there will be a congregational meeting after the morning worship 
on Sunday, May 24th.  The purpose of this meeting will be for dissolving the 
pastoral relationship of the lead pastor to the church.    
 
This meeting will be held via Zoom, and we will be asking members to partici-
pate through this medium.  Please look for detailed instructions (via email and / 
or through REALM) on how you will participate / vote at this meeting.   
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FROM THE DIRECTOR OF MUSIC: YOU NEED TO GET TO KNOW JOHN BELL 
 
Greetings, dear friends!   I miss being with you, but I’m grateful for Zoom. 
 
Whether you realize it or not, most of you, from worship at Lexington Presbyterian, know something 
about a Scotsman named John Bell. [Example: The song called The Summons (“Will You Come 
and Follow Me”)]  This remarkable pastor in the Church of Scotland is a member of the Iona Com-
munity (based in Scotland), a worldwide organization working every day for peace and social jus-
tice, and creating huge resources for worship.  I visit the Iona Community’s retreat center on the Isle 
of Iona almost yearly.  Many of you know that Bill Klein spent a year there working with the Commu-
nity at the Iona Abbey, a time of discernment which confirmed his path to seminary and active minis-
try. 
 
John Bell is a dynamic pastor, whose preaching is inspiring and motivational.  He is also an excep-
tionally gifted musician.  I commonly refer to him as the ‘Muse’ of the Iona Community, because he 
has led the Community’s work to create materials for liturgy and worship. This huge corpus of pene-
trating, provocative, and uplifting song has brought new energy and purpose into worship in church-
es worldwide.  The lyrics of these songs, written by John with his colleague, Graham Maule (who 
died just this year), and a team of over a dozen others (the Wild Goose Resource Group), address 
the joys, sorrows, and issues of our faith and life in direct, prayerful, and innovative ways.  John’s 
musical gifts have shown themselves, mainly, in three categories: many wonderful melodies he has 
composed; the Celtic/Gaelic melodies he has adapted/arranged; his searching out and championing 
of wonderful songs from around the world.  But his greatest gift is his sharing of himself. John is al-
ways creating, and for much of the year he is traveling the world lecturing, teaching, and holding 
workshops of all sorts. He was scheduled to lead a two-day session at Massanetta this coming July. 
 
I know John Bell, not deeply, but richly, from a number of shared experiences.  When the sanctuary 
burned at Lexington Presbyterian (July 2000), I was in the midst of a wonderful hymn-writing work-
shop at Boston University, held by the Hymn Society in the U.S. and Canada.  Among our leaders/
presenters were hymn-writers Brian Wren and Ruth Duck, and writer/composer John Bell.  Over the 
years, I have attended a number of workshops, lectures, and worship services he has led (most re-
cently in Washington, D.C. with Alice Williams).  My closest tie with John is through our mutual pro-
tégé, Josh Harvey.  Many of you know Josh (who began his keyboard journey with many years of 
study with me) from his extraordinary keyboard playing in many styles and from his brilliant work 
with singers in music theatre.  Currently he leads the music division of a vibrant university music the-
atre program in Missouri.  Years ago, Josh and his new wife Ashley lived in part of the Glasgow 
(Scotland) apartment of John Bell while Josh did graduate work in the renowned music theatre pro-
gram of the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland.  John and I cross paths every few years and share 
pride in Josh’s success and in his beautiful young family. 
 
So, dear friends, since I can’t easily share more of, or about, John Bell with you in person, I want to 
direct you to a couple of the best YouTube videos featuring this exceptional man. 
 
The first is a short visual tour, narrated by John, of the Isle of Iona and the Community’s site at the 
abbey: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bpmt_mcLo3E 
 
The second is an excerpt of a wonderful teaching session, showing the incomparable John Bell do-
ing what he does best: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8jNZXefI5ss 
 
Finally, I invite you to check out the Iona Community website, to learn more about their great work 
around the world: https://iona.org.uk/ 
 
I look forward to seeing you at Zoom worship on Sunday, and in person not too long, we can hope, 
in the future. 
 
Faithfully, Bill McCorkle 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bpmt_mcLo3E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8jNZXefI5ss
https://iona.org.uk/
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FROM PASTOR KELLY-ANN 
 
YOUTH HAPPENINGS THIS MONTH 
We are "virtually" ZOOMING and exploring ways to "Love God with all our hearts, minds, soul, 
and strength." Our time together has been FULL!  Full of meaningful chats about scripture, cur-
rent events, prayer, and of course, FUN!  These meetings have been a fantastic opportunity to 
get to know the Youth. Andy, Marshall, and I are blessed.  
 
 Andy and I wish to include ALL our Youth directly; please send youth personal email and 

phone to Kimberly so that she can get each youth a personal REALM account  
 
May Youth Group Events: 
May 6, 13, 20, and 27: "Youth Chat" 4:00 PM 
May 3, 10, 17, 31 – "Youth Group Fellowship" 5:30 PM 
 
CHILDREN MINISTRIES 
I am thrilled to be able to visit with the youngest of the church and their families through ZOOM. 
We are having a fabulous time sharing our lives, singing, and reading stories together.  
 
May 6, 13, 20, and 27: Story Time w/ Pastor Kelly-Ann 10:00 AM 
 
Friday/Saturday: Ms. Poppy and Ms. Nancy will email Faith Village Lesson for the week along 
with our supplementary Children's Worship packets. 
 
Be sure to check out our weekly Bible "Enrichment" and "Music Time" YouTube videos.  
 
Sunday - "Children's Time" during our scheduled Worship Service. 
 
 
 

FOR AN ENTIRE ZOOM SCHEDULE PLEASE SEE THE CALENDAR ON PAGE 11 

FROM THE DIRECTOR OF CULINARY MINISTRIES 
I miss seeing all my Thantastic Thursday’s Friends and cooking for you.  It sounds like we are 
going to be confined for an extended period of time so I am sharing with you two of my favorite 
recipes for you to try.  They are simple and you probably have the ingredients in your pantry. 

 
Preacher Cookies 

2 Cups Sugar    2 Cups Quick Oatmeal 
1 Stick of Unsweetened Butter  1 Teaspoon Vanilla 
½ Cup Milk     1 Cup Nuts or Coconut (or use a half cup of each) 
½ Cup Cocoa 
In a heavy sauce pan, combine sugar, butter and milk and boil for 3 minutes, stirring constantly.  
Add cocoa, oatmeal, vanilla, and coconut or nuts.  Beal quickly while hot and drop by spoonful 
onto a baking sheet lined with parchment paper.  Wait 30 minutes before serving.  This recipe 
makes 36 cookies. 
 

Harmony Bars 
1 Box Yellow Cake Mix   3 Eggs 
1 Stick Softened Butter   1 Box Confectioners’ Sugar 
1 8 oz,  Cream Cheese   1 Teaspoon Vanilla 
Combine cake mix with butter and 1 beaten egg and mix well.  Press mixture into a greased 9 x 
12 baking pan.  Mix together confectioners’ sugar,  cream cheese, the remaining 2 eggs, and 
vanilla. Mix well and pour in pan over the first mixture.  Bake at 350 for 45 minutes.  Cut into 
squares and enjoy! 
 
I hope you enjoy these recipes.   If you have a favorite recipe that you would like to share, 
please send it to me!  Stay well and I hope to see you soon!  Skip 
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AS WE ARE ALONE TOGETHER, HERE ARE SOME 
THOUGHTS FROM CONGREGATION MEMBERS.  
SEND YOUR THOUGHTS TO KIMBERLY AND 
SHE’LL GET THEM IN THE NEXT NEWSLETTER 

First of all, I wish to thank Bill, Kimberly and whoever 
else is involved in the daily devotions.  They have 
meant a great deal to me.  Keep them coming.  I have 
a friend who has requested that I send them on  
to her. 
Secondly, I would like to thank Bill, Deb, Kelly Ann, Bill 
McCorkle, Skip, and anyone else involved in the Sun-
day Services.  It took me a while to realize I would 
have to use my cell phone to really connect but when I 
did, it was great seeing all the friendly faces and being 
able to connect with them. 
I don't know how many of the support staff are on duty 
but I suspect they are and I would like to thank Doug 
and whoever else is involved in keeping things run-
ning. 
All of this has made a difference and made wading 
through all this easier. THANK YOU ALL! 
- Pat Tichenor 

To:  Bill and Deb Klein, Bill McCorkle,  Kelly-Ann 
Rayle, and Skip Hess--- 
Thank you so very much for the Worship Services and 
other gatherings on Zoom.  They are truly a blessing 
to me and to many others.  
Thanks also to Bill Klein for his inspirational and in-
formative Daily Devotions.   They bring highlights of 
guidance and peace to me everyday.  
 All of you are bringing us closer to our Precious Lord 
and to each other.  
May the Lord Bless You and Keep you, 
- Charlene Jarrett 
 
 
Thanks to all my Lex Pres friends for your thoughts 
and prayers.  The kids are doing ok, but I need to be 
more literate on the computer.  It was great to see and 
hear Sunday’s service. Special thanks to all who 
worked to put it together. My son is still in Djibouti and 
it will be at least another month till he gets back.  
Please keep him in your prayers— Major Brett Skoog, 
USMC. You are all in my thoughts and prayers 
- Chuck Skoog  
 

  
Mary Dugan... and Kelly-Ann for keeping the Leah Cir-
cle together on ZOOM.  
To: Bill, Deb, Bill and Skip...and especially Kelly-Ann 
for trying to keep calm and community online during 
this challenging time. 
- Liz Shupe 

  
Thanks to Bill Klein for helping us to remember what is 
really important! 
-Jean Reynolds  

 
We would like to say how truly grateful we are for the 
efforts of all the staff during this time. Bill’s daily devo-
tions are a wonderful way to start our day. Thank you 
also for keeping our worship services available. We 
know it’s frustrating sometimes, but you’re all doing an 
amazing job, and each week keeps getting better. 
Bless you all.  
-Kay & Tim Farrell 
  
I'm so grateful to the many church members who have 
reached out to support RARA and our mission at this 
time.   
- Jen Handy 
 

 

God is Faithful 
Count your blessings instead of your crosses, 
Count your gains instead of your losses, 
Count your joys instead of your woes, 
Count your friends instead of your foes, 
Count your smiles instead of your tears, 
Count your courage instead or your fears, 
Count your full years instead of your lean, 
Count your kind deeds instead of your mean, 
Count your health instead of your wealth, 
Count on God instead of yourself.  

  
 
 

Kathleen O'Meara's poem,  
'And People Stayed Home,'  

written in 1869, after the famine 
 And people stayed home 

and read books and listened 
and rested and exercised 
and made art and played 

and learned new ways of being 
and stopped 

and listened deeper 
someone meditated 

someone prayed 
someone danced 

someone met their shadow 
and people began to think differently 

and people healed 
and in the absence of people who lived in ignorant 

ways, 
dangerous, meaningless and heartless, 

even the earth began to heal 
and when the danger ended 
and people found each other 
grieved for the dead people 
and they made new choices 
and dreamed of new visions 
and created new ways of life 

and healed the earth completely 
just as they were healed themselves. 

NOTES OF THANKS, ENCOURAGEMENT AND INSPIRATION 
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HERE ARE SOME WAYS TO STAY IN TOUCH WITH CHURCH EVENTS: 
 

ZOOM 
 
 Join us for SCHEDULED meetings: Lectio Divina, Children’s Storytime, Youth 
 Group Fellowship, Worship and more using Zoom— 
 You should receive an email invite for these scheduled events 

 
 For system specifications to use Zoom, see the April Newsletter at:  
 https://www.lexpres.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/April-Newsletter.pdf  

 
JOIN US ON REALM 

 Join us on REALM to keep updated with church news and daily devotions from Bill, 
 Deb and other staff members 

 

ENJOY OUR HOMEPAGE 
 Visit our website at www.lexpres.org to find even more daily devotions and  
 videos—tell anyone looking for devotions in this time of need: www.lexpres.org 

 
FIND US ON FACEBOOK 

 Find us on Facebook by searching for Lexington Presbyterian Church in Virginia 
 You’ll see video devotions, pictures, and posts from staff and friends: 
  https://www.facebook.com/lexpres.org/ 

BEWARE OF PHISHING ATTEMPTS 
Recently attempts have been made to impersonate both Bill Klein and Kelly-Ann Rayle in 
online phishing schemes. Please use caution when opening or responding to any email 
message that does not come via the Realm. Such communications will include the follow-
ing information at the bottom of the email: 
“This message was sent to [your email] by ACS Technologies 
on behalf of this organization. If you don't want to receive these 
emails from Realm in the future, please unsubscribe.” 
 
ALL official church news, and particularly those related to fi-
nancial matters or charitable opportunities, will be posted on 
the Realm and in the newsletter. When in doubt, please verify 
the authenticity of emails by contacting Kimberly Kennedy 
through REALM or through the website. 

A NEW WAY TO SERVE LEX PRES VIRTUALLY! 
The Communications and Worship Committees are deeply grateful for Kelly-Ann’s leadership as 
we have transitioned to online worship services on Zoom. In order to enable Kelly-Ann to take a 
greater part in the service itself, we’re looking for Zoom Worship Co-Hosts to help manage the 
waiting room prior to the service and assist with the technical aspects of the meeting. Volunteers 
should be familiar with running Zoom meetings and exhibit grace under pressure. Training will be 
provided, and we anticipate that each co-host will only need to help with one service per month. If 
you’re interested in serving LexPres in this way, please contact Jessica Willett. 

*NOTE—DON’T UNSUBSCRIBE TO REALM EMAILS! 
REALM is our way to securely communicate to the congregation.  So when you receive a 
message from REALM, please don’t unsubscribe.  It will end your ability to receive com-
munication from your church community.  If you are receiving too many messages, you 
can log into REALM and change your notification settings.  

https://www.lexpres.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/April-Newsletter.pdf
http://www.lexpres.org/
https://www.facebook.com/lexpres.org/
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LEX PRES IN ZOOM PICTURES! 

Youth Fellowship 

Baby Baptism... in Australia! 

Amazing Concerts! 

Weekly Storytime 

Time with Friends! 

*We could not do any of this Zoom collabo-
ration without the special effort of  
Pastor Kelly-Ann—thank you!  God has 
perfect timing in bringing you to Lex Pres! 
 

NOW WE NEED YOUR HELP!   
See page 6 for how you can assist with Zoom. 
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More than a dozen LexPres seamstresses have been busy sewing scores of colorful face-
masks for our neighbors on the front line of the COVID 19 crisis.  These masks are dropped 
off at one of three area locations where, thanks to the amazing organizational skills of Kay 
Lera, they are collected and distributed to groups that have requested the masks.  The Lex-
Pres seamstresses are part of a larger local group—dubbed The Maskateers—who have 
collectively supplied hundreds of masks to help keep the virus at bay.  And we are now also 
part of a regional project that gives masks to people who have COVID 19 and isolating at 
home.  While the masks are not medical-grade, they will help prevent the spread of the dis-
ease to their household members.   
 
Many thanks to the seamstresses and to many other church members who have mined their 
sewing boxes for quarter-inch elastic, which is in scarce supply! If you have elastic to spare, 
contact Pam Luecke at 463-7860.  
 
Among the LexPres Maskateers (with apologies to anyone whose name is omitted!):  
Patsy Aligood, Nancy Bidlack, Betty Dax, Janie Dunlap, Cynthia Hintze, Julie Hollingsworth, 
Cindy Irby, Deb Klein, Pam Luecke, Mary Raine Paxton, Ann Spice, Kaitlin Smith, Mary Elle-
na Ward 

OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHY 
TO: 
 
Norman Jones (wife, Laura) 
 

Ami Shank (daughter) and friends  
and family of Barbara Snowden 
 
Miss D. Penick and all friends  
and family of Paul “Pick” Penick 
 
Max Farrell  (son, Brian Hugh Farrell) 
 
Will Woody and all friends and family of  
Taylor Woody 

THANK YOU MASKATEERS 

MASKS PROVIDED TO FOOD LION WORKERS MASKS PROVIDED TO STAFF AT GOLDEN LIVING 
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Wholeness and Healing Service 
You are invited to attend our monthly Wholeness and Healing Service.  This service is held the first 
Sunday of the month at 4:30 in the evening.  This 45 minute service will be led by your pastor and 
will include prayers both general and specific, scripture reading, singing, and silence.  For those who 
may be so inclined, there will be opportunity for the laying on of hands.  Everyone interested is invit-
ed to attend the May 3 service via Zoom.  If you wish to attend, please contact Kelly-Ann who will 
send you an invitation and password.  

Summer Worship Schedule 
No matter the format, we will still be changing to our Summer Worship Schedule 
on Sunday, June 7.  We will have a single 10:00 AM worship service each Sun-
day during the summer.  These services will be a blend of the two services we 
hold the rest of the year.  The regular worship schedule will resume on Sunday, 
September 6, the first Sunday in September. 

HERE ARE WAYS TO GIVE ONLINE: 
You can always mail a check directly to the church (120 South Main St) and put the designated fund name in 
the memo line.  But if you’d prefer, there are also ways to give online:  
 
You may contribute to various funds online: General Operating Fund, Rafiki, 4¢-A-Meal, Klein Retirement 
Fund, and Pentecost Offering 
 
Go to our website at www.lexpres.org and select “Giving” at the top of the page, OR click the “donate now” 
green button at the bottom of that same page.  This will take you to our REALM site for giving—you can se-
lect from various funds OR Log directly in to REALM, select “Community” in the menu area and select 
“Giving” 
 

- OR—Use Text Messaging-  
Text LexPresVA GeneralFund $<amount> to 73256 to give to Operating Fund/Pledge   
Text LexPresVA Pentecost $<amount> to 73256 to give to Pentecost Offering  
Text LexPresVA 4Cent $<amount> to 73256 to give to 4 Cents A Meal  
Text LexPresVA Rafiki $<amount> to 73256 to give to Rafiki - Metsy 

(Standard text message rates do apply) 

PENTECOST OFFERING—BUILDING A LIFE OF FAITH 
A FOUNDATION OF FAITH established during childhood through young adulthood helps ensure 
lifelong faith and service. When you give to the Pentecost Offering, you are helping to provide op-
portunities for young people to grow and share in their faith in Christ. A gift to the Pentecost Offer-
ing helps the church encourage, develop, and support its young people, and also address the 
needs of at-risk children.  
 
40% stays with this congregation to develop and support programs for young people in our own 
church and community. 25% supports Young Adult Volunteers (YAV), serving in communities 
around the world, and growing as leaders through transformative Christian service. 25% supports 
Ministries with Youth to help guide our youth by uniting them in Christ and lifting them up as lead-
ers and messengers of God’s word 10% is devoted to children at-risk to improve education and 
provide safe havens. Our congregation is joining the whole church in building for our future, in 
building individual lives of faith.   
 
GIVE ONLINE NOW: Go to our website at www.lexpres.org and select “Giving” at the top of the page, 
OR click the “donate now” green button at the bottom of that same page.  This will take you to our REALM 
site for giving—select Pentecost under the “Fund” line or Text LexPresVA Pentecost $<amount> to 73256 
to give to the Pentecost Offering  
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RAFIKI REPORT 
 With the spreading of the Coronavirus to Africa the challenge to protect the children and the 
staff in the ten countries where there are Rafiki Villages has been tremendous.  However, we worship 
our God who is more than sufficient to meet all of our needs.  So we pray for guidance, protection and 
provision.  
 The countries where Rafiki villages are located are: Ghana, Nigeria, Ethiopia, Malawi, Tanza-
nia, Zambia, Liberia, Kenya, Rwanda and Uganda.  They are among the poorest in the world where 
medical facilities and assistance are non-existent.  In addition, much of the leadership in these coun-
tries is corrupt and self-seeking.  This all makes for a dangerous and uncertain situation, complicated 
by the virus crisis.   
 The first decision the Rafiki home Office made when the virus broke out was the bring all of the 
mini-missionaries home.   This included Lexington’s own Jane Hoadley who was in Malawi temporari-
ly.  Jane was self-quarantined for two weeks in her Bird Field house after she arrived home in mid-
March.   
 All of the villages are locked down, only staff and essential vendors are allowed inside.  The 
short-term missionaries have provided invaluable support in the past to meeting the demanding needs 
of the more than 1,100 children entrusted to Rafiki care.  Without this additional help, some of the pro-
gram has been compromised, understandably.  However, in many cases the African nationals have 
stepped up to fulfill positions.  
 The know preventive measures for eliminating the virus, social distancing, wearing masks and 
washing hands are difficult if not impossible in the living conditions in the Rafiki villages.  They live to-
gether, eat together and study together.  No day students are allowed in the villages and every pre-
caution is being taken to ensure the safety and health of everyone.  
 Because this is God’s work, we can depend on Him to provide all that is needed to accomplish 
His purpose.  He has invited us to partner in His work through prayer – to ask, seek and knock.   
The following prayer requests are suggestions:  
1. To be spared from many serious cases of Covid-19.  Many people are vulnerable due 

to living conditions, and lack of critical care available 
2. Wisdom for decisions amidst an uncertain and constantly evolving situation 
3. For God to continue to provide for all the needs – food, medicine, health, etc. and for 

this to be a great learning experience. 
 
GIVE ONLINE NOW: Go to our website at www.lexpres.org and select “Giving” at the top of the 
page, OR click the “donate now” green button at the bottom of that same page.  This will take you to 
our REALM site for giving—select Rafiki under the “Fund” line or Text LexPresVA Rafiki $<amount> to 
73256 to give to Metsy and Rafiki  

HOW TO HELP RARA 
Business is booming at food banks all across the country because of the financial disruption caused 
by the COVID19 crisis.  To alleviate hunger in our community, the Outreach Committee has allocated 
$4000 from its operating budget to the Rockbridge Area Relief  Association and also sent the group 
$1000 from the Four Cents a Meal offering.  
 
RARA operates the food pantry in Lexington and also provides food for the mobile food pantries in 
Natural Bridge Station, Buena Vista, Lexington House/Windermere Apartments, Goshen, and home 
deliveries throughout the County. RARA also administers the Senior Food Box Program for the entire 
county and is making home deliveries to vulnerable populations during this crisis. 
 
RARA also serves as a clearing house for other urgent needs, such as assistance with rent or utility 
bills.  Lexington Presbyterian partners with Grace Episcopal and St. Patrick churches to meet those 
needs.  Theresa Luder coordinates that important operation on behalf of LexPres; that operation is 
supported by the Barritt/KAT Fund, which is endowed.  
 
HERE’S HOW YOU CAN HELP: You can make a gift to “Four Cents a Meal” by sending the church a 
check by mail or contributing online via The Realm (go to “Giving” and Four Cents a Meal is one of the 
options on the drop-down menu). See “Online Giving” on page 9. 
 
Four Cents a Meal was started by Presbyterian Women nearly 50 years ago to heighten awareness of 
hunger. (Back then, it was called “2 Cents a Meal”!) We share this money collected with the Shenan-
doah Presbytery.   

RARA Food Pantry:  Food of the Month   
  Canned Fruit/Lo-Sugar 



11 

May 2020 Zoom Schedule 
 

(Meeting access will be sent through REALM) 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

26 
 
11 - Worship 
 
5:30 - Youth Group 
Fellowship 

 28 
10—Lectio Divina 
 
1—Youth SubC 
 
4:30—
Administrative 
Council 

29 
8—Staff Meeting 
 
10—Children’s 
Story time 
 
4—Youth “Chat” 

30 
 
1—Koinonia Sun-
day School 

1 
 
10—Worship Prac-
tice 

2 

3 Lord’s Supper 

11—Worship 
 
4:30—Wholeness 
& Healing 
 
5:30—Youth Group 
Fellowship 

4 5 
 
8—Staff meeting 
 
10—Lectio Divina 

6 
10—Children’s 
Storytime 
 
4—Youth “Chat” 
 
7—Session Meeting 

7 
 
1—Koinonia Sun-
day School 

8 
 
10—Worship Prac-
tice 

9 

10Mother’s Day 

 
11—Worship 
 
5:30—Youth Group 
Fellowship 

11 12 
 
10—Lectio Divina 
 
5– Campus Minis-
try SubC 

13 
8—Staff Meeting 
 
10—Children’s 
Story time 
 
1—Leah Circle 
 
4—Youth “Chat” 

14 
 
1—Koinonia Sun-
day School 

15 
 
10—Worship Prac-
tice 

16 

17 
 
11—Worship 
 
5:30—Youth Group 
Fellowship 

18 19 
 
10—Lectio Divina 
 
12—
Communications 
Committee 

20 
8—Staff Meeting 
10—Children’s 
Story time 
4—Youth “Chat” 
5—Outreach C 
7—Children’s SubC 

21 
 
1—Koinonia Sun-
day School 

22 
 
10—Worship Prac-
tice 

23 

24 
 
11—Worship 

25 
Memorial Day 

26 
10—Lectio Divina 
 
1—Youth SubC 
 
 

27 
8 Staff Meeting 
 
10 Children’s Story 
time 
 
4 Youth “Chat” 
 

28 
 
1—Koinonia Sun-
day School 

29 
 
10—Worship Prac-
tice 

30 

31 Pentecost & 

Lord’s Supper 
 
11—Worship 
 
5:30—Youth Group 
Fellowship 

1 2 
 
 

3 
 
 

   



12 
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**This will be the LAST newsletter to be printed and ** 
distributed through the postal mail.    

Beginning in June, all newsletters will be distributed elec-
tronically through REALM or posted on our website 
(www.lexpres.org).  
You may request a copy to be mailed to you by contact-
ing Kimberly in the front office. 


