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1 The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord 
and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me all around 
them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3 He said to me, 
"Mortal, can these bones live?" I answered, "O Lord God, you know." 4 Then he said to 
me, "Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 5 
Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 
6 I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with 
skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord." 7 
So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a 
noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8 I looked, and there were 
sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there 
was no breath in them. 9 Then he said to me, "Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, 
and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and 
breathe upon these slain, that they may live." 10 I prophesied as he commanded me, and 
the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 11 
Then he said to me, "Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, "Our 
bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.' 12 Therefore 
prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and 
bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of 
Israel. 13 And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you 
up from your graves, O my people. 14 I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, 
and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken 
and will act, says the Lord."  (Ez. 37:1-14 NRSV) 
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 The passage Deb read aloud as you read along happens to be one of the assigned 
readings for the 5th Sunday in Lent.  I can hardly think of a more appropriate passage for 
us to consider. 
 God asks Ezekiel, “Do you think these bones can live again?"  And Ezekiel responds 
as you and I might respond, “It doesn’t seem likely…but only you know if such a thing is 
possible, Lord!” 
 You and I and everyone on the planet find ourselves in a place we have never 
been…a place that has us wondering if dry bones will live again. 

Anyone still living who lived through the Spanish Flu of 1918 had to be too young 
to remember.  My Dad tells me that when he was a child a polio fear gripped every family.  
During the Cuban Missile Crisis a type of fear led many people to stock-pile basements 
with canned goods.  I remember the food…I don’t remember anyone hoarding toilet 
paper. 
 The current crisis has gripped people across the planet like nothing I have 
experienced.  Prudence and faithfulness have led us to observe social distancing and 
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homeboundness…I say faithfulness because observing social distancing and staying at 
home may be two of the clearest ways we can love our neighbor. 
 Fear has created a type of paralysis.  We have never been here before and so we 
don’t know what to think or how to act.  We desperately miss family and friends.  People 
in hospital must suffer alone.  We wonder when the “all clear” will be given…and who to 
trust that it really is “all clear.” 
 As people reflect upon their lives they remember thinking the future was so wide 
open and filled with promise.  They believed they could be the architects of a bright 
future…that each tomorrow was bursting with new possibility…but that confidence has 
been shaken to the quick.   

2 
 In the early part of the 6th-century BC, when Babylonian armies swept through 
Jerusalem destroying the temple, reducing the city to rubble, and carrying off some of its 
people into exile – it was a severe blow to faith.  To the average Hebrew, it seemed God 
had been defeated, God's land conquered, and God's people scattered.  The exiles had little 
hope of resuscitating the kingdom of Judah.  Their hopes, their future, had been cut off.   
 Among the exiles was Ezekiel, a young man chosen by God to renew the faith of the 
exiles.  In a vision, Ezekiel found himself wandering in a valley piled high with human 
bones.  Not just a skeleton here and there…but very dry, sun-bleached bones as far as his 
eyes could see.  "Can these bones live?" asked the Lord.   
 Taking a slow look around, Ezekiel must have thought self-improvement wasn't an 
option for these bones…that this was not a situation that could be reversed through a fresh 
shot of obedience or a change of heart.1  Yet, the prophet did not presume to have an 
answer other than, "Lord only knows." 
 God's question was not one Ezekiel or you or I can answer because the power of life 
out of death is in God’s hands alone.  Only God knows…not because God has 
"information," but because only God has the power to make life happen.2 
 So God instructed Ezekiel to speak to the bones.  "Tell the bones I will cause them to 
be covered by flesh once again."  And that is what Ezekiel did.  Can you imagine what a 
sight must have followed?  With a little imagination, we can see the bones of each body 
creeping together.  Do you suppose the scattered bones found their way back to their 
original bodies?  We can hear them sliding across the sand and clicking into place before 
they became clothed with muscles and skin.   
 Still, there was no life in them.  Once again the Lord commanded Ezekiel to 
prophesy.  "Call them to live," God said.  "So I prophesied as God commanded me and the 
breath came into them, and they lived, and stood upon their feet, an exceedingly great 
host." 
 What was this all about?  Whose bones were these, anyway?   
 

These bones are the whole house of Israel.  Behold (the people in exile) say, 'Our bones are 
dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.'  

 
And God told Ezekiel to say to them… 

I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves…and I will bring you 
back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord. 
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 We face a crisis that intrudes upon our lives, too…tempting us to feel lost and cut 
off.  In the course of our lives you and I have faced varying degrees of death in the form of 
transitions that took place in daily events.  Each change was a little like death. Many of us 
have faced war and the loss that creates – or the loss of a job, the loss of a loved one or 
spouse through death or divorce – the loss of physical abilities that accompanies aging or 
serious illness.  Today no one can avoid facing the threat of what the coronavirus might 
mean.  The list could go on and on. 

3 
 Some may say, "It is naïve to trust God can make dry, brittle bones live again.”  I 
have nothing to offer that will erase the troubles we are now facing.  In this life there is 
death, disappointment, frustration, and alienation…and each is very real.   

What I can offer to you, though, is story after story of people who, through an 
encounter with the risen Lord, received a different quality of life…people at the limit of 
their ability and endurance who received the will, not just to carry on, but to flourish.    

Oh, I know we will all have our frightened moments.  I certainly have.  And 
thankfully when I am weakest others are strong and lift me up.  At times you are the one 
who needs strengthening.     
 In other words, even though you may not be able to be physically present to 
someone else, through prayer and the blessing of modern technology, you to enter the 
valley of dry bones to stand among and with them to speak the word of new life that is 
possible through the work of God's Spirit. 
 May the life-giving and sustaining power of God see you through these uncertain 
times.  May you and I be people through whom others come to trust that dry bones will 
live.  Amen. 
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