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By now you are aware that Deb and I will retire as of May 31, 2020.  A time of uncertainty awaits 

the two of us…just as it awaits you as a congregation.  What happens next? 
 The process is two-fold.  A group of folks from the Session will help guide the church through 

what is known as a CAT (Congregational Assessment Tool).  It will be a tool for you to indicate what 
you would like to see in your new pastor.  You will hear plenty about that even before I’m gone.   

 A parallel process will involve obtaining an interim pastor.  A liaison from the presbytery will 
be working with a search committee (appointed by the Session) to secure an interim pastor.  Hope-

fully obtaining an interim will not take too long.  This process can begin before I’m gone, too.   
 Kelly-Ann has been a blessing to this church and a breath of fresh air.  Officially her contract 

with us is up May 1.  The Personnel Committee, working with her and with the appropriate parties in 
presbytery, will see if and how her contract may be adapted. 

 While this interim period may seem daunting and longer than you’d like, there is also a sense 

in which so many good things can occur.  The time between my departure and the arrival of your 
next pastor can be a time of enormous vitality and creativity. The Session of this church is “peopled” 

with folks very capable of helping you listen to what God has in store and then helping you set a vi-
brant course into the future.  

 I am aware our retirement is unsettling.  It certainly is for us, too.  We are most gratified by 
the many expressions of gratitude and congratulations you have passed along.   

 I’m not sure I know what it means to be retired.  I’ve certainly seen people do it…some well; 
some not so well.  As we said in the letter that was sent to you mid-January, we have no doubt God 

will walk with us into this next chapter just as God has walked with us since we were ordained in 
September 1981.  And with the same confidence we trust God will continue to lead LexPres in new 

and faithful ways. 

    L'Chaim (To Life),   

NOTES FROM THE CLERGY 

March 

Please watch for updates on the 
transition process in future editions 
of this newsletter, on the Realm, 
and on the kiosk located between 
the sanctuary and Brady Chapel. 

WHOLENESS AND HEALING:  
You are invited to attend our 
monthly Wholeness and Healing 
Service, held the first Sunday of 
the month at 5:00 in the evening.  
This 45 minute service will include 
prayers, scripture reading, sing-
ing, and silence.  There will be op-
portunity for the laying on of 
hands.   
 
Everyone interested is invited to attend the 
March 1 service. 
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PREACHING SCHEDULE FOR MARCH 
    

March 1   1
st

 Sunday in Lent   Preacher:  Kelly-Ann Rayle 
   Text: Matthew 4:1-11  Sermon: Forty Days and Forty Nights 
   Assistant 8:45:  Bill Klein   
   Assistant 11:00: Deb Klein  Flowers: Chip & Mary Honsinger 
 
March 8  2

nd
 Sunday in Lent   Preacher: William M. Klein 

  (time change) Texts:  Jn. 3:1-17 & Ps. 121 Sermon: The Prematurely Saved 
   Assistant 8:45: Buddy Bryan  
   Assistant 11:00: Mary Atthowe  Flowers: Jane Dunlap 
 
March 15  3

rd
 Sunday in Lent   Preacher: William M. Klein 

  (Lord’s Supper) Texts: 1 Pet. 3:13-16 & Ex.19:3-6 Sermon: Priesthood of Believers 
  (Confirmation) Assistant 8:45:     
   Assistant 11:00: Chip Honsinger Flowers:  
 
March 22   4

th
 Sunday in Lent   Preacher:  William M. Klein 

   Texts: Jn. 9:1-41 & Eph. 5:8-14 Sermon: Eyesight and Insight 
   Assistant 8:45: M. E. Ward   
   Assistant 11:00: Christine Drake Flowers: Bill Sikes 
 
March 29  5

th
 Sunday in Lent   Preacher: William M. Klein 

   Texts: Jn. 11:1-45 & Ez. 37:1-14 Sermon: What It Says About Us 
   Assistant 8:45:     
   Assistant 11:00: Youth   Flowers: Rich and Susie Hastings 
 
Thank you to our March Usher Team: Carol Bryan, Buddy Bryan, Frank Friedman 

LENTEN COMMUNITY SERVICES IN MARCH 
 

The Rockbridge Area Ministerial Association (RAMA) will offer Lenten services again this 
year.  Each Thursday during Lent an ecumenical service will be held at 12:10 in the sanctuary of 
Manly Memorial Baptist Church.  All services will be approximately 30 minutes in length.  There 
will be two ministers responsible for each service.  One will provide the order and structure for 
worship and the other will preach.  Make this ecumenical time of worship a part of your Lenten 
discipline this year.  The speakers and worship leaders will be as follows: 
 

March 5
th

  
     

Speaker -  Paul Carter (Grace Presbyterian) 
Worship leader – Fr. Joe D’Aurora (St. Patrick’s Catholic) 
March 12

th
    

Speaker – Casey Clark (New Monmouth Presbyterian) 
Worship leader – Joe Cailles (Trinity Methodist) 
March 19

th
   

Speaker – Eric Parker (St. Paul’s Anglican) 
Worship leader – Rachel Clark (New Monmouth Presbyterian) 
 March 26

th
   

Speaker – Reginald A. Early (Randolph St. Methodist) 
Worship leader – Tuck Bowerfind (Grace Episcopal) 

WORSHIP NEWS 
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THANTASTIC THURSDAYS IN MARCH 
 
 
March 5: The Lam Handbell Choir is happy to return to the Thantastic Thursday arena. The ringers 
will demonstrate how the bells work, and they’ll offer a delightful program of pieces ranging from 
worship anthems to opera to patriotic music to the Beatles and even to ‘Puff, the Magic Dragon.’  
AND – you’ll even have a chance to try out ringing yourself!    
Menu will be Breakfast for Dinner.  
 
March 12:  Dr. Karla Murdock will be discussing cell phones in our lives, to include cell phone-
related distractions. She will also cover the relationships between smartphone use and both sleep 
quality and attentional performance. Parents, grandparents, teachers and care givers—you will not 
want to miss this topic.   
Menu will be Ham with Potatoes Au Gratin, and country green beans.  
 
March 26: Doug Stevenson and members of the Asbury UMC Choir will be our guests.  We’ll hear  
traditional gospel and spiritual music from the choir—guaranteed to be a treat.  
Menu: Baked Chicken with baked potatoes, Cabbage and broccoli. 

 
Dinner starts at 5:45pm and program follows at 6:30pm.  All programs are held in Dunlap Auditori-

um, cost $8/person and $20/family (maximum) 
 
 For all planned menus it is important that you RSVP by Tuesday before the program so Skip 

can plan for the right amount of food!   

MONTREAT MUSIC & WORSHIP CONFERENCE JUNE 21-26 
 
There is still time and room for you and yours to go this June!.  The theme is “A Great 
Cloud of Witnesses.”   It is the 50th Anniversary of the conference, so the leadership is 
from the past and the future—it's planned to be the best, and that's saying a lot! 
 
To get the full picture of what to expect, see the video and information at the web site, 
MONTREAT MUSIC AND WORSHIP CONFERENCE, in Montreat, N.C (near Ashville).  Talk with Barbara 
Winfrey (463 5500)  or Bill Klein, who has gone many times and grew up nearby in Black Mountain. Our 
church rents the cottage and we pool our meals.  You can attend the conference at no expense, but registra-
tion is recommended.  Choirs, bells, and instrumental classes are for varying skill levels as well as for differ-
ent age groups.  Recreation, relaxation, and refreshing activities are of your choosing.  There is also day care 
and day camps—something for the entire family. 
 

Many have ”almost” gone in the past—now is the summer to go!  Plan your summer AROUND Montreat. 
MAKE YOUR PLANS NOW! 

WORSHIP & CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP 
Coffee Fellowship after the 11:00 worship service is a great opportunity 
to get to know others attending Lex Pres... and to enjoy tasty refresh-
ments.  
Helping to provide this fellowship time is easy! If you would like to help, 
please contact Gaye or Michael Johnson at 540-817-8662 or marjo-
riegaye@msn.com.   

See you at – and after – church!  
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YOUTH HAPPENINGS THIS MONTH 

Week 1  
“Youth on the Move in Worship & Community” 
March 1  
9:45 AM Sunday School 
10:40 AM Greet Kendal Bus 
12:30 PM Lunch @ LPC  
1:00 PM Youth Mission Project @ RARA 
 
March 4 
4:00 PM Youth “Chat Time” @ Sweet Treats 
 
Week 2  
“Loving God in Fellowship” 
March 8 
9:45 AM Sunday School 
5:30 PM Youth Group Fellowship @ LPC 
 

Week 3  
“Loving God in Activity” 
March 15 
9:45 AM Sunday School 
12:00 PM Brunch @ LPC 
1:00 PM Youth Activity  
 
March 18 
4:00 PM Youth “Game Time” @ LPC 
 
Week 4  
“Loving God in Worship & Fellowship” 
March 22 
9:45 AM Sunday School 
11:00 AM Worship Leadership Opportunities 
5:30 PM Youth Group Fellowship 

Loving God with all our heart, mind, soul, and strength in community,  

fellowship, activity, and worship. 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
Palm Sunday, April 5th: Palm Sunday Parade at 9:30am followed by Hot Cross 
Buns in Brady Chapel during the Sunday School Hour  
Maundy Thursday, April 9th: Our traditional Seder Supper and Service at 5:30 
Good Friday, April 10th: Sanctuary is open for prayer and contemplation 
Easter Sunday: April 12th: Sunrise service at 7am.  The 8:45 and 11:00am ser-
vices in our sanctuary and opportunities to flower the cross at both.  
April 16—19: Doug Ottati, Craig Family Distinguished Professor of Reformed 
Theology and Justice at Davidson College will be visiting Lexington Presbyteri-
an Church on Saturday, April 18th and Sunday April 19th.  
 

More details in the April Newsletter 

Making Valentines at House 
Church  

 
Not in a House Church and 
would like to join one?   
 
Call the church office at 463-
3873 to learn how! 
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Our Casserole Night was a great success!  If you missed it, I will have another casserole night again soon.  
Here is the recipe for the Ham and Potato Au Gratin.  I hope you will enjoy it!  Skip Hess, Director of Culinary 
Ministries 
 
Ingredients: 
4 Russet or Red Skin Potatoes  1 ½ Tablespoons Cornstarch 
1 Onion, sliced into rings   ½ Teaspoon Salt 
3 Tablespoons Butter    2 Cups Whole Milk (or cream) 
1 ½ Cups Shredded Cedar Cheese  ½ Teaspoon Dry Mustard 
2 Cups Diced Cooked Ham   ½ Teaspoon White Pepper 
 
Directions: 
Preheat oven to 400 degrees.  Spray a 1-quart casserole with non-stick spray. 
Layer ½ of the potatoes on the bottom of the casserole dish followed by the onion rings and diced ham.  Top 
with remaining ½ potatoes.   
In a saucepan, melt the butter over medium heat.  Stir in milk and cornstarch. Using cornstarch in place of 
flour makes this recipe gluten free.  Stir until sauce has thickened.  Add dry mustard, white pepper, salt, and 
the grated cheese and stir until cheese has melted. 
Pour cheese mixture over the potatoes.  Cover the foil and bake for 1 ½ hours or until potatoes are tender. 
 
In a hurry?  You can par boil your potatoes before putting them in the casserole.  That saves 30 to 45 minutes 
on the baking time.   I use the red skin potatoes and leave the skins on.  No peeling!  
For extra creamy potatoes, substitute 1 cup of heavy cream and 1 cup milk.   
 
Please take this recipe and make it your own.  There are a number of meats and vegetables that can be sub-
stituted.  Try adding extra cheese between the layers of potatoes and onions.   

HAM AND POTATO AU GRATIN CASSEROLE – GLUTEN FREE 

CONSIDERING MATTHEW SHEPHERD 
 
The W&L University Singers, under the direction of Shane M. Lynch, performs "Considering Matthew Shepherd" 
March 13-15 at the Lenfest Center. Ticket information may be found on the Lenfest Center web page at: https://
my.wlu.edu/lenfest-center  
  
This deeply moving choral fusion work interweaves movement, staging, solos, ensemble, instruments and musical 
styles to tell the tragic story of Matthew Shepherd, a University of Wyoming student in the late 90s, who was beat-
en, tied to a fence and left to die simply because of who he was. The piece reminds us of the danger of 
"otherness" and the need to recognize our shared humanity with all our neighbors. 
 
The Washington and Lee University Singers, under the direction of Shane M. Lynch, will present Craig Hella John-
son's multimedia fusion oratorio "Considering Matthew Shepard." Featuring Jake Bur-
nett as the voice of The Fence along with Joshua T. Harvey and an all-star orchestra, 
this will be a touching and thought-provoking evening. From the Washington Post, 
"'Considering Matthew Shepard' demonstrates music's capacity to encompass, trans-
form and transcend tragedy. Powerfully cathartic, it leads us from the horror and grief 
to a higher understanding of the human condition, enabling us to endure." 

 
Thank you from Special Offerings Director for a gift of $732.04 for the Peace and 
Global Witness Offering. 
Thank you from Rise Against Hunger for our gift of $3,451.68 
Thank you from Medical Benevolence Foundation for our gift of $300 in 2019 
Thank you from the director of Grace Inside for our donation of $100 
Thank you from Antioch Network for our gift of $2000 for Hunter Family Support 
Thank you from Massanetta Springs for our gift of $200 
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COMMUNITY TABLE 
 
Volunteers: March 9th: “March is the month of expectation, the things we do not know.” Emily 
Dickinson. But we know you are needed at The Community Table on Monday, March 9th you can 
set the table, serve the guests or clean up after. Sign-up in Murray Hall or email Liz Gordon at  
saddleup4travel@comcast.net. 
 
Desserts: March 23rd: —Chocolate cake with white icing: We provide desserts 
for The Community Table on the 4th Monday of each month between 2-5:30pm.  
Sign up on the sheet outside the church office, email or call Mary Beth Baker 
(mbbaker35@yahoo.com or 463-9563). You may leave dessert Sunday after-
noon or Monday morning in the Brady Kitchenette, or deliver to The Community 
Table on the ground floor of the RARA Piavano Building at 350 Spotswood Drive.  

Thank you!  

EDUCATIONAL GRANT ASSISTANCE FUND 
 

LPC will once again offer grants for educational assistance in Spring 2020.  Instruc-
tions for submitting an application and the grant application form can be found un-
der the "Learn" tab on our LPC website (http://www.lexpres.org/educational-
grants/). These grants are not limited to college; they can also be used for voca-
tional/technical schools, graduate or professional programs, or other specialized 
training.    
All applications for the Educational Grants are due in the church office by May 1.  Com-
plete and submit the application online and send it to admin@lexpres.org, or print the application 
form from the website and return it to the church office by May 1.  Awards will be announced in 
June.  Call the church office if you have questions.   

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
Spring is coming and all God’s creatures say “Amen”. Time for lighter colors and 
lighter weight yarns for shawls.  However, if you are in the middle of one—keep 
on knitting! The flu season and other “bugs” have hit us hard this winter, so every 
shawl is appreciated.  If you’d enjoy the company, the knitters still meet the 2nd 
and 4th Mondays of each month from 9:30—11am in the parlor, room 111.  We’d 
like you to join us there, if possible, or keep knitting at home.  God loves you for 
your labor of love, and do the recipients.  Thank you!  

OPPORTUNITIES IN THE CHURCH AND COMMUNITY 

EXCHANGE STUDENTS 
Cindy Miller, local coordinator for CIEE (the Council on International Educational Exchange) is 
looking for host families for exchange students from around the world.  There are many wonderful 
students who hope to share their lives, food and culture with a loving and welcoming host family. 
CIEE accepts all kinds of families - kids, no kids, empty nesters, single parents, and so on. The 
main requirement is kindness and a willingness to learn about a foreign culture. For more infor-
mation on hosting and exchange student contact Cindy Miller, at chmiller@rockbridge.net or (540) 
817-8851.  You can also visit the CIEE website at www.ciee.org. 

http://www.lexpres.org/educational-grants/
http://www.lexpres.org/educational-grants/
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Congregational Information:   
Baptisms:  Campbell Garland Chenery 3/29/20 (daughter 
of Cary & Winston Chenery, born 5/13/19, granddaughter 
to Rich and Susie Hastings). 
Deaths:  Justus Clarke Babcock (1/18); Margaret Anne 
Miller (1/20) 
 The Lord’s Supper was observed on January 12 and will 
next be observed on February 23.   
Current Membership:  508 (2 deaths) 
Issues related to the larger church: 
A. Presbytery Meetings:  (begin at 9:30 AM) 
Sat, Feb, 22 – Waynesboro 1st (Luecke) 
Tues, May 19, – Cooks Creek, Harrisonburg -  
Sat, Aug. 22 – Winchester 1st –  
 B. A conversation with Bronwen Boswell (General Pres-
byter & Stated Clerk) and Nancy Meehan Yao (Associate 
General Presbyter) of Shenandoah Presbytery.  They 
shared  information with session members about the pro-
cess LPC will be working through upon Bill Klein’s retire-
ment.  Elders asked questions and they addressed them 
for session.  See  attachment: LPC Pastor Search Pro-
cess Feb. 4, 2020. 

SESSIONAL COMMITTEES 
Christian Education:  
 Room 203 – Children-Parent-Teacher resource room (in 
coordination with Property Committee). 
 NEED A CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE CHAIR-
PERSON!!!   
Children’s Subcommittee: 
 a) Reviewing child protection policy & background checks 
    3) Youth Subcommittee:  
       a)  Andy Coffey working with Kelly-Ann 
       b)  Calendar/activities up and running.  Are meeting 6 
times a month (outside of Sunday School). 
    4)Campus Ministry Subcommittee 
      a)  Brunch for LPC students – 1/5. 
      b) Rat Unity Challenge – great success 
    5) Adult Subcommittee: 
      a)  Festival of Faith – Douglas F. Ottati, April 16-19.   
 For Action:   Background checks are now coordinated 
with Presbytery.  Process approved by common consent. 
 
Communications: 
 1)  Will coordinate reports about transition through news-
letter, Realm, etc. 
 2)  Making sure all members are incorporated into Realm 
 3)  Directory – reviewing updates 
 
Congregational Life:   
Liz Shupe – will report CL to Session; Skip Hess will at-
tend Administrative Council representing CL. 
Leslie Bovay to continue with RARA box distribution. 
Mary Dugan and Poppy Orendorf to coordinate bereave-
ment receptions. 
Skip Hess to be “go to” person for Meals needed 
 

Financial Management:  
For Information:   
  1) Revision to endowment allocation.  CE Scholarship 
spending allotment be increased from 5% to 7%. 
  2) Anticipating putting together a financial report for the 
CAT (tool used to gather information during the Interim 
period). 
For Action:   
  1)  Approved by common consent that the Scholarship 
Endowment spending allotment be changed to 7%  
 
Nominating:  
For Information:   
 Will get to work identifying folks to serve on an interim 
search committee. 
For Action:  
Approved by common consent that the Nominating Com-
mittee will identify and contact folks to be on the CAT 
team and the Interim Search Committee. 
 
Outreach:  
This year LexPres is being asked to participate in the 
Habitat for Humanity Faith Build (we have been engaged 
every three years).  Habitat would like us to participate 
with labor but also with a financial contribution.  Outreach 
Committee plans to propose a financial contribution and 
submit it to the Financial Management C. for review  
 
Personnel:   
After Kay Horner left her part-time position in our adminis-
trative office, Kimberly agreed to stay in the office Monday
-Thursday 9:00 a.m.to 3:00 p.m..  On Fridays the office 
closes at 1:00 p.m.  
 
Property:  
Room 203 transformation – (see CE report above) 
Motion activated light switches in halls leading to Faith 
Village to be installed. 
Railings on the long wall and inside the handicapped stall 
in ladies’ room. 
Kitchen roof leak – to be repaired at no cost to us. 
Items related to fire inspection report. 
 
Worship 
Linda Franke will come out of retirement to resume role of 
Communion Tzarina.   
Working with Chuck Skoog 
on improving ushering. 
Still at work trying to locate 
someone to coordinate coffee 
fellowship. 
Lord’s Supper assignments to 
be handed out at the Session 
meeting. 
 

SESSION NEWS 

RARA Food Pantry  
Food of the Month 

(March):    
Pasta/Spaghetti 

Sauce 
 

Please leave the food in boxes 
in the front hallway outside of 

the church office. 
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LPC PASTOR SEARCH PROCESS  

Bronwen Boswell (General Presbyter and Stated Clerk) and Nan-
cy Meehan Yao (Associate General Presbyter) met with session 
at our stated meeting to begin guiding us through the transition 
the church will experience upon Bill Klein’s retirement on May 31, 
2020.  Presbytery will assign a Moderator for Session and a Liai-
son to work with the search team after Bill has retired. 
 
Session will put together a CAT team of 3-5 people to walk the 
congregation through the CAT (Congregational Assessment Tool) 
survey to provide an in-depth look at the experiences, perceptions 
and aspirations of the congregation and to generate enthusiasm for the CAT survey.  The survey is online 
and anonymous.  Active church participants will be asked to participate.  This committee sets a start date 
and an end date for filling in the survey and will communicate those dates to the participants as well as how 
to access the survey online.  Nancy Meehan Yao will serve as our consultant for the study and will help us to 
interpret the results.  The results will be communicated to the congregation by the Session, through an Exec-
utive Summary, and to the Committee on Pastoral Transition. 
 
LPC’s existing sessional Nominating Committee will recommend individuals for the Search Committee for an 
interim pastor.  This committee will consist of members of session and of the congregation.  The committee 
nominations will be presented to session for approval.  Presbytery will put us on a fast track for this process.  
This Search Committee will complete the Ministry Information Form from Church Leadership Connection to 
return to Presbytery.  Once this MIF is approved, it will be posted on the Church Leadership Connection 
(CLC).  We will receive matches from CLC for Interim, as well as self-referrals and suggestions from the 
Committee on Pastoral Transition (CPT).  The hiring of an interim pastor is the responsibility of the session 
and does not go to the congregation for vote.  The interim pastor leads the congregation through work that 
has to be done that covers particular areas before a Pastor Search Committee is formed to search for a full-
time pastor.  Our existing sessional Nominating Committee will recruit members for this Search Committee to 
hire a full-time pastor.  This committee is then elected by the congregation in a Congregational Meeting 
when the time is appropriate. 
 
Bronwen Boswell left a copy of the Ministry Information Form from the Church Leadership Connection with 
the LPC Clerk. 
Mary Atthowe, Clerk of Session    

In January, Jane Hoadley, Lexington resident and Rafiki missionary, returned to 
Malawi to temporarily oversee the Rafiki Institute of Classical Education (RICE) 

program, Rafiki’s teacher training program.  This is a vital arm of the Rafiki ministry which trains African 
teachers in a step-by-step initiative for improving the quality of education in the country.  In the process, they 
are spreading the good news of the gospel.  The village in Malawi is undergoing a major turnover of staff as 
most of them are retiring.   Jane is working with all temporary staff.  The acting plant manager is 83 years old 
and his wife, the acting child director is of a similar age.  
 
In a recent letter, Jane described her trip over and the conditions in the country.  She also made specific 
prayer requests.  The trip involves about 24 hours of travel time, with a 3-4 hour layover to change planes for 
the flight to Malawi.  Jane arrived at about 2am.  Knowing she was scheduled to teach the next day, she 
opened her suitcase only to find it filled with men’s clothing.  She had been given the wrong suitcase at the 
airport.  
 
Conditions in the country had deteriorated since she left in 2016.  The violence and rioting have resulted in 
destroyed buildings, chicken and goats roam the streets and soldiers are everywhere.  Security in the Rafiki 
village is maintained by guards and there is much locking and unlocking.  All of these circumstances have 
caused Jane to make some very real and relevant prayer requests:  

For stamina, health and safety for the whole Rafiki team 
For a permanent headmaster and permanent RICE team 
For wisdom in picking out and teaching subjects that would be most beneficial in the time Jane has left 
 

January Offerings: Sunday School - $3.13; Koinonia - $59.50 Total - $63.23 

RAFIKI REPORT 

Find Sunday sermons, events 
and other important church  

information:  
 

Check out our website: 
www.lexpres.org 

REALM:  
www.onrealm.org/lexpres 

http://www.lexpres.org
http://www.onrealm.org/lexpres
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Spring Ahead: 
Sunday, March 8th 

Table of Contents 

This Issue Page 

Notes from the Clergy…………….. 1 

Worship News……………………... 2 

Worship & Congregational Life….. 3 

Youth News & Save the Dates…... 4 

Recipe……………………………… 5 

Opportunities to Serve……………. 6 

Session News……………………... 7 

Pastor Search Process & Rafiki…. 8 

Calendar……………………………. 9 


