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 Geegaws.  Merriam-Webster defines a geegaw as a small thing that has little value.  I 
guess my life is filled with such things.  I know my office is…things that have little value to 
anyone…that is, anyone but to me. 
 Many of you have seen the geegaws in my office but it seems only children feel free 
enough or maybe uninhibited enough to examine them.  Each one of them came from 
somewhere and usually from someone.  Each is a funny little treasurer that tells a story.  
There is the whale vertebra from the Bering Strait sent to me as a Christmas present from 
my step-sister (top that for a Christmas present)…an Egyptian scarab given to me by a girl-
friend from way back in my college years…a possum skull I found along Buffalo Creek.  
There is my father’s football helmet (no, it’s not mine)…dancers from Brazil and Congo….a 
tiny replica of the Pietà given to me by one of my daughters…a couple of stone sculptures 
from Haiti…multiple iron and clay cyclists…an icon willed to me by a church member.  There 
are several gargoyles…a duck made of tobacco given to me as a going away present 35 
years ago…many crosses from assorted places and a variety of people…a framed cross 
stitch by my mother of a cherished Bible verse.  There is a tiny crèche stuffed into a kum-
quat blessed by the Pope given to me by two canny sisters who meant to send me letters as 
they traveled the world over from a tiny Scotsman but the Scotsman blew off of the Eiffel 
Tower…I like the kumquat crèche better anyway.  There are loads of stones from Io-
na…beloved paintings by my wife…my first camera, a Kodak Brownie Fiesta…some sort of 
bean filled with itsy bitsy carved African animals given to me by my maternal grandmoth-
er...my bicycle license plate from 1964.  There is an “evil eye” with Hebrew written on it I 
can’t translate…a wooden adjustable hand…a plate given to me by an enterprising church 
member which has Gaelic etched on it that I’m told means “love and peace.”  I have two 
plastic water bottles…one which contains water from the Jordan River brought to me by a 
church member…the other with water from Dùn I (the one and only hill on Iona) from the 
Pool of Eternal Youth.  I could keep going. 
 We often think meaningful life is about things large and dramatic and momentous.  And 
often these large and dramatic and momentous things are meaningful.  But so can be the 
small things that have little apparent value, things that may seem trivial, things that don’t 
turn heads…geegaws.  In fact, I’m pretty sure God often works through things small and un-
pretentious and fairly insignificant…things like a mustard seed, a single piece of bread and a 
sip of wine, table fellowship, a smile and a handshake…things like taking your kids to school 
and kissing your spouse goodbye, eating lunch with a friend, doing a decent day’s work, 
hearing the rain patter against the window, being honest, simple prayers emanating from 
entreating hearts.  
 I know writer Frederick Buechner was not talking about geegaws when he wrote the fol-
lowing words: “there is no event so commonplace but that God is present within it.  Touch, 
taste, smell your way to the holy and hidden heart of the mystery that is God because in the 
last analysis all moments are key moments, and life itself is grace.”  (Buechner, Frederick.  1992.  
Listening to Your Life.  NY: HarperCollins e-books, for January 1)  
  The geegaws that inhabit my office bring me pleasure.  They bring me the most pleasure 
when it dawns on me they can remind me to look for God’s grace any and everywhere.  
 
     L'Chaim (To Life), 
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WORSHIP NEWS 

BOY SCOUT SUNDAY IS FEBRUARY 9 

Members of Boy Scout Troop 5 will be joining us at the 11 am service on February 9 for 

Scout Sunday, recognizing the founding of the Boy Scouts of America on February 8, 

1910. Members of the troop will serve as ushers and provide a Life-of-the-Church that 

Sunday. The troop currently has about 30 members, and meets Mondays at 7:00 in 

Dunlap Auditorium. Troop 5 has been sponsored by Lexington Presbyterian Church 

since 1935! 

Preaching Schedule for February    
February 2  4

th
 Sunday after Epiphany Preacher:  William M. Klein 

   Texts:  Micah 6:1-8 & Mt. 5:1-12 Sermon: Improving One’s Aim 
   Assistant 8:45:   Assistant 11:00: Tom Goodale 
   Providing Flowers: John South 
 
February 9   5

th
 Sunday after Epiphany Preacher:  William M. Klein 

   Texts: Mt. 5:14-16 & Eph. 2:10 Sermon:  Let Your Light Shine 
   Assistant 8:45: Liz Shupe  Assistant 11:00: Liz Shupe 
   Providing Flowers: Beth Belmont and Matt Tuchler 
    
February 16  6

th
 Sunday after Epiphany Preacher: William M. Klein 

   Texts: Ps. 118:24; Heb. 12:28; & 1 Cor. 4:7b Sermon: Gratitude 
   Assistant 8:45: Jamie Inman  Assistant 11:00: Karen Ganjon 
   Providing Flowers: Mary Coulling 
 
February 23  Transfiguration Sunday Preacher: William M. Klein 
   Texts: 2 Pet. 1:16-21 & Ex. 24:12-18 Sermon: Transfiguration 
   Assistant 8:45: Bob James  Assistant 11:00: Youth  
   Providing Flowers: Jerry Spath 
 
February 26  Ash Wednesday Preacher:  Deborah H. Klein  
  Meal (5:45pm) & Service (6:30pm) in Dunlap 

ASH WEDNESDAY 
The 40 day Lenten journey to Easter begins this year on February 26th.  At Lexington Presbyterian we 

mark this important beginning with an Ash Wednesday Fellowship Meal and Service in Dunlap Auditori-

um.  A meal of soup, salad, bread and fruit, prepared by Skip Hess and his kitchen helpers will 

begin at 5:45pm.  Cost is $8 / person and max $20 / family.  The informal Ash Wednesday Service will 

begin at 6:30pm.  The service led by Deb Klein, William McCorkle and members of the youth group, will 

include scripture, hymns, responsive prayers and the imposition of ashes for those who would like to do 

so.  All are invited to mark the beginning of Lent with this quiet and reflective service. 

LENTEN SERVICES 
 

Each Thursday during Lent an ecumenical service will be held at 12:10-12:30 in the sanctuary of Manly 

Memorial Baptist Church.  A light lunch will follow the service in the church’s fellowship hall.  The charge 

is $5.00.  All services will be approximately 30 minutes in length.  The Lenten series will begin on Thurs-

day, February 27.  Make this ecumenical time of worship a part of your Lenten discipline this 

year.  
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THANTASTIC THURSDAYS: 
Thursday, February 6:   Have you traveled with Road Scholars? Come hear stories and see pic-

tures from Yellowstone to Paris and  the Normandy beaches as told by Jack and Margie Page.  Have you 

ever seen what happens when a bull elk meets a school bus?  Do you know whether a geyser hits you 

with a hot or cold shower?  How crowded is the Paris subway on Sunday morning?   Have you heard 

what FDR said about Churchill in private conversations?   These and other questions will be investigated 

at the Thantastic Thursday program after dinner on February 6.  Don't miss it!   

 Dinner Menu : Italian Night. 
 
Thursday, February 13 Thantastic Thursday on Feb 13 will feature musical 

performances from several of Lex Pres's talented youth (Ryan Squire, James 

Baker, and Ellie Baker) plus one less-talented, less-young accompanist (Mac 

Baker). Selections will range from classical to jazz to rock, and may include 

some sing-alongs! 

 Dinner Menu is Meatloaf.  

RSVP 
For accurate menus, food quantity, and placement settings, please try to RSVP for Thantastic 
Thursday events by 12 noon Tuesday prior to the event.  Thank you! 

THIRD SUNDAY BRUNCH: 
Sunday, February 16 we will have brunch after the 11 am worship service.   Cost $8/person or max $20 / 
family (no RSVP needed). College students eat free, so why not ask a W&L or VMI student to brunch? 

Week 1  
“Youth on the Move in Worship & Community” 
February 2  
9:45 AM Sunday School 
10:40 AM Greet Kendal Bus 
11:00 AM “Souper Bowl of Caring” Offering 
12:30 PM Lunch @ LPC  
1:00 PM Youth Mission Project @ RARA 
 
February 5 
4:00 PM Youth “Chat Time” @ Sweet Treats 
 
Week 2  
“Loving God in Fellowship” 
February 9 
9:45 AM Sunday School 
5:30 PM Youth Group Fellowship @ LPC 

Week 3  
“Loving God in Activity” 
February 16 
9:45 AM Sunday School 
12:00 PM Brunch @ LPC 
1:00 PM Youth Activity “Tour of Lexington” 
 
February 19 
4:00 PM Youth “Game Time” @ LPC 
 
Week 4  
“Loving God in Worship & Fellowship” 
February 23 
9:45 AM Sunday School 
11:00 AM Worship Leadership Opportunities 
5:30 PM Youth Group Fellowship 

Loving God with all our heart, mind, soul, and strength in community, fellowship,  

activity, and worship. 
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RAFIKI NEWS: Thank you so much for your generous gift to Rafiki!  Last month Rafiki hosted the first ever 
Christian Classical Education Conference in Africa in Nairobi, Kenya.  Rafiki missionaries, African teachers, and 
education leaders from all 10 of Rafiki’s countries attended—300 people in all.  Top leaders in the CCE move-
ment in the USA presented.  The conference was VERY well received, and helped the African educational lead-
ership truly understand what CCE could do for their schools and for their nations.  One church leader said, “This 
is the education we one had, and we need to get it back!”  A teacher from Tanzania wrote, “my mind is full of 
knowledge now and I am ready to share it wit my fellow colleagues with the aim of nurturing young minds...the 
training will be a key too to transform my county Tanzania into a better country (with) a God-fearing generation, 
less corrupt leaders, people who love one-another...people full of creativity…” 
Prayer Requests:  
1. That God will use the fruit of the conference to implement the conference to implement the Rafiki School Cur-

riculum and Bible Study into their schools 
2. For 1,000 schools to be transformed into truly Christian Schools in the ten Rafiki Countries  
3. For Jane Hoadley who left Lexington on January 11th for Malawi 
Offerings for December: Koinonia - $27.00; Sunday School (K-High School)  - $.50; total - $27.50  

For further information, please visit www.rafikifoundation.org 

MLK DAY PARADE AND SOUP 
 
On Monday, January 20, the 4th annual Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Parade went through the 

streets of downtown Lexington. It may have been a chilly parade, but everyone had the chance to 

quickly warm up afterward in Dunlap Auditorium, where there was hot soup, bread and hot  

chocolate, provided by your Culinary Ministry team and Project Horizon.  It is estimated that over 

300 people came through Dunlap to enjoy soup and fellowship after the morning parade.  Thank 

you to Skip Hess, Director of Culinary Ministries, the Congregational Life team and Project Hori-

zon for making this event possible.  

Welcome New Members: 
  

Maureen Houser by reaffir-
mation of faith and Fred 

Marmorstein by profession                                 
of faith & baptism  

 
Both joined our congrega-

tion on Sunday,  
December 29th, 2019 

Thank You Kay! 
You brought  
intelligence and  
humor to this 
church each day 
you served here.  
We will all miss 
you!  
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PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
We thank some kind person who placed a lovely large basket on our cabinet for displaying our 

available yarns.  Our ministry can certainly use it for providing an attractive display of materials and 

patterns for knitters.  We love to provide varied and warm shawls and blankets to those who might 

need a helping hand.  So grab your needles and keep knitting.  We meet in the church library (room 

111) each 2nd and 4th Monday of the month, 9:30—11:00 am.  We would love to have you join us! 

RARA Food Pantry  Food of the 
Month (February):   
Canned Tuna/Salmon 

Our Sympathy To: 
Lai Lee (father) 

Mary Harvey Halseth (mother)  
Pam Luecke (brother-in-law) 

Bunny Babcock (husband, Clark) 
Friends/Family of Margaret Ann Miller 

COMMUNITY TABLE DESSERTS: Thank you for baking desserts for The Community Table in 
2019! Thank you so much for all the generous people at Lexington Presbyterian Church who volun-
teered to bake desserts for The Community Table! Many people bake on a regular basis and or pro-
vide multiple desserts in a month. Thanks go out to Bill McCorkle, Patsy Aligood, Sally Wiant, Pam 
Luecke, Betty Dahl, Myra Young, Mary Coulling, Mary Raine Paxton, Jane Dunlap, Poppy Orendorf, 
Helen and Grace Fure, Lexington Presbyterian Youth Group, Joan Klussmann, Alice Williams, Anna 
Murdock, Pat Browning, Maureen Smart, Linda Moreschi, Ernestine Hockaday, Nancy Bidlack, 
Susie Hastings, Doris Strickler, Katharine Sackman, Louise Payne, Mary Honsinger, 
Donna Noyes and all others who may contribute in ways unknown. Your baking makes 
many lives sweeter! Thank you.  

For Monday, February 24 we are providing brownies (no nuts, please).  
Please let me know if you can bake some: email— mbbaker35@yahoo.com  

Community Table Volunteers: “Life’s most persistent and urgent question is what are you doing 
for others.” Martin Luther King Jr. Volunteering for The Community Table is one way to help.  

On Monday, February 10th you can set the table, serve the guests or clean up after.  
The sign-up sheet is in Murray Hall or email Liz Gordon at saddleup4travel@comcast.net. 
 
*Remember—The Community Table is also open for  lunch each Wednesday, 11:30am—1pm* 

VOLUNTEER AT THE CHURCH 

Our staff is changing, but the needs of our church are ongoing!  Our front office stays busy 

keeping up with correspondence and meeting requests from an active church congregation 

and community.  Can you provide assistance to Kimberly by answering the phones during 

days or times when she cannot be at the church?   

Please let her know if you can “man the phones” as an on-call volunteer.  

 

NEW OFFICE HOURS 

OUR CHURCH FRONT OFFICE WILL BE OPEN DURING 

THE WEEK:  

MONDAY—THURSDAY: 9am—3pm 

 FRIDAY: 9am—1pm 
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Service of Prayer for Wholeness and Healing 
 

You are invited to attend our monthly Service of Prayer for Wholeness and Healing.  
Generally this service is held the first Sunday of the month at 5:00 in the evening.  
This 45 minute service will be led by your pastor and will include prayers both gen-
eral and specific, scripture reading, singing, and silence.  For those who may be so 
inclined, there will be opportunity for the laying on of hands.   
 
Everyone interested is invited to attend the February 2 service.  

$$ ATTENTION STUDENTS $$ 
 
LPC will once again offer grants for educational assistance in Spring 2020.  Instruc-
tions for submitting an application and the grant application form can be found un-
der the "Learn" tab on our LPC website (http://www.lexpres.org/educational-
grants/).  Look for more announcements in the March and April newsletters.  All ap-
plications for the Educational Grants are due in the church office no later than  
May 1, 2020. 

JESSE TREE DONATIONS 
 

Members of Leah Circle thank all of you who donated to the Jesse Tree during Advent.  On December 
29 the gifts were unwrapped and sorted and the checks tallied.  On December 30, a carload of gifts 
was delivered to Lisa’s House and to RARA.  A check for your combined gifts has been sent to each of 
the five helping agencies.    
 
There was a lovely outpouring of gifts to each of these non-profits who help people in need - folks we 
won't ever know or see, who are our brothers and sisters in Christ.  Many thanks for your support of 
the Jesse Tree and the blessings that will flow from it.     
 
Total Cash Gifts: Local Agencies = $3300.00; National and International = $1240.00 
 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance - $1240.00 
RARA - $1155.00    W&L Campus Kitchen - $465.00 
Community Table - $715.00   Lisa's House - $965.00 
 
Leah Circle hopes you all had a wonderful Christmas and may the glow still be with you! 

Dear Lex Pres Family and Friends…  
 
As I conclude the latest  -- and hopefully last – round of treatments, Mary Jo and I would like to 
send you all our heartfelt thanks for the cookies, the meals, the offers of transport up to Augusta 
and most of all the thoughts and prayers you have expressed in recent months.  It’s been very 
humbling to have heard from you.  Please don’t be offended if we never took you up on the vari-
ous offers, for transport in particular, we received.  Mary Jo insisted on taking me up every day.  I 
took the lady out of nursing, but I couldn’t take the nursing out of the lady!!!!!  She has been a true 
rock in this latest round, and the support you have offered in so many ways has been a source of 
great comfort. 
 
Only God knows what is in the future; however the various medical professionals we’ve been see-
ing have all been incredibly positive and with their talents and God’s support I believe they will be 
proven correct. 
        So thank you and God bless you, 
        John Morman 
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FROM THE DIRECTOR OF CULINARY MINISTRIES 
 It’s soup season!  Nothing is better than a bowl of hot soup on a winter’s day.  This is a 
very basic soup recipe that you can adjust to your individual tastes.  Vegetables like broccoli 
should be added towards the end of the cooking time since they tend to fall apart.  Skip 

Vegetable Beef Soup 
Ingredients: 1 Pound Ground Beef   4 Cups Beef Broth 
  1 Can diced tomatoes (not drained) 1 Medium Onion (diced) 
  1 Bag Frozen Peas    1 Bag Frozen Corn 
  1 Bag Frozen Lima Beans   1 Bag Fresh Sliced Carrots 
  1 Can Hanover Dark Red Kidney Beans 
  1 Can Hanover Green Beans (not drained) 
  6 Yukon Gold Potatoes (peeled and cut into cubes) 
 
Directions: In a large frying pan, brown ground beef.  Add diced onions and 
continue to cook until onions are clear but not caramelized.  Drain off excess 
fat.  In a large stock pot, combine beef stock, tomatoes with juice, and frozen 
vegetables, kidney beans, green beans and the potatoes.  Add beef and on-
ions.  Cook until potatoes are tender. 
Secret Ingredient:  I season the soup with ½ to 1 teaspoon of either allspice 
or pumpkin spice towards the end of cooking!  It gives that little extra boost! 

SVU CHORAL CONCERT AT LPC ON FEBRUARY 27 
On Thursday, February 27, at 7:30 p.m. the Southern Virginia University Chamber Singers, un-
der the direction of Kyle Nielsen, will present a concert at Lexington Presbyterian.  The featured 
guest artist will be Andrew Unsworth, one of the celebrated Temple organists from Salt Lake 
City.  The program, entitled  Expressions of Faith: Most High Day, will explore music from the 
Judeo-Christian tradition composed for various high holidays and liturgies.   

You are cordially invited to attend. 

ZAMBIA HEALTH CLINIC UPDATE 
In late 2018 and early 2019 our church, led by Elizabeth Lauck of the Outreach Committee,  in 
partnership with the Presbyterian World Mission (PC(USA)), and Charles & Melissa Johnson,  
missionaries working in Zambia, started a campaign to raise funds for a much-needed medical 
clinic in the community of Phalaza, Zambia. Phalaza, a community of about 4,000 people living 
in 16 separate villages, is located in eastern Zambia, about 10 kilometers from the Malawi bor-
der. 
 
We are happy to report that this clinic is currently under construction and that the community (of 
Phalaza) is overjoyed about the clinic becoming a reality  
 
God is still working to provide resources!   This January we received a let-
ter from Westminster Presbyterian Church in Waynesboro notifying us that 
they made this clinic the recipient of their 2019 Christmas Eve offering, 
and collected a total of $2,433.51.  Their note reads, “Our mustard seed of 
an idea and interest in international missions has been abundantly 
blessed!  We’re so excited to see our church embrace the Johnsons and 
their important work, and to help raise much-needed funds.”   
 

Please continue to pray for this mission and continued construction of this clinic.  
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Alcoholics Anonymous Meetings 
Alcoholics Anonymous a life-giving tool for folks seeking 
to manage alcohol addiction.    
AA meets at Grace Episcopal Church: 
 Mondays: 7:30 AM            
 Tuesdays: 6:30 PM (beginners);  
      8:00 PM (open meeting) 
 Wednesdays: noon (open meeting)  
 Thursdays:  7:30 AM 
 Fridays:  8:00 PM (open meeting) 
 Saturdays: 10:00AM (open meeting) 
 Saturdays and Sundays-hospital at 8:00 PM 
(open meetings) All meetings are non-smoking meet-
ings. Call 463-3411 for more information. 

SESSION MINUTES 

EXAMINATION OF NEW ELDER 
        Poppy Orendorf, Elder-Elect, responded to the question of how God 
is active in her life and shared her favorite Bible verse, John 1:1.  It was 
moved for her to become a member of the Elders’ class of 2022 and she 
was approved by common consent.  She will be installed later. 
  
CONGREGATIONAL AND SESSIONAL DATA 
New Members:  Maureen Houser by reaffirmation of faith and Fred Mar-
morstein by profession of faith and baptism.  
The Lord’s Supper was observed on December 24 and January 12 and 
will next be observed  on February 23.   
Weddings:  Megan Keeley will be married in our church on August 1, 
2020.  More information  will follow.  Approved by common consent per-
mission to allow Bill Klein to return after retirement to perform the cere-
mony for this wedding.   
Current Membership:  510 
4. Communications: 
Thank you from Union Presbyterian Seminary for gift of $500 
Thank you from Friends of Barnabas for gift of $100 
Thank you from Union Presbyterian Seminary for gift of $250 
Note of thanks from Faith Pinho for support during her accident recovery 
Thank you from the Rafiki Foundation for a gift of $50 
Thank you from Massanetta Springs for a gift of $100 
Letter from the Committee on Relational Ministry for approval for Deb 
Klein’s contract for 2020 
Thank you from Project Horizon for our gifts from the Jesse Tree 
Presbytery meetings: (begin at 9:30 AM) 
 Sat, Feb, 22 – Waynesboro 1st (Luecke) 
 Tues, May 19, – Cooks Creek, Harrisonburg -  
 Sat, Aug. 22 – Winchester 1st -   
 
Christian Education (Kelly-Ann Rayle) 
A.For Information:   
 1)  The committee needs a chair.  Please prayerfully consider 
this need. 
 2)  This committee works with four sub-committees who have 
leadership for each.  Thus, the Chair of CE works to connect the work of 
the four sub-committees.  All sub-committees are meeting now. 
   
Congregational Life (Elder Shupe) 
A.For Information:  
Joy Luncheon – December 22 
College student/youth luncheon – January 5. 
Thantastic Thursday 
MLKing soup in Dunlap – January 20. 
  
Financial Management (Elder Hawkins)    
A.For Information:   
1)Year-end information.  Documents were distributed to demonstrate our 
trends for spending over the last 5 years.  Needed adjustments were 
pointed out. 
2)  2020 budget presented is a balanced budget. 
B.   For Action:   
1)  Approved by common consent that the formulae for investment 
spending for 2020 be as follows:  7% for all mission related endowments 
and 5% for the remaining endowments. 
2)Approved by common consent the 2020 budget. 

 
Nominating (Elder Dugan)    
For Information: 
 A session member is needed for the Nominating Committee.  Kaitlin 
Smith volunteered. 
 B.For Action:   
1)  With no other nominations from the floor, the session approved by 
common consent Kaitlin Smith to join the Nominating Committee as a 
session representative. 
 
Personnel (Elder Baker) 
 A. For Information:   
Kay Horner has given notice that she would like to conclude her work for 
us the end of January 2020.  She plans to devote more time to being 
available to family. Personnel Committee will soon meet to consider how 
to proceed with Kay’s absence. Bill Klein talked with Kimberly who has 
agreed to work each day until 3:00 or 3:30 to fill this need.  
 
Property (Elder Felts) 
For Information: 
The staff is studying the use of the building to decide if it is overused.  
There will be a full  report next month. 
 
MAJOR REPORT (see Attachment:  MR-C)  
        The Major Report of the work of the Communications Committee 
was given by Elder Willett. 
 
EXPLORING OUR CALLING Manual of Operations 
 A.The moderator gave each member of session a copy of the 2020 
Manual of Operations and walked through the manual with the group.  
The booklet was approved by common consent. 
 B.The moderator announced that he and his wife, Deb Klein, are retiring 
May 31, 2020.  An interim minister will be fast tracked through Presby-
tery committee.  Kelly-Ann Rayle is on that committee and will bring our              
perspectives to the work of the committee.  Session approved by com-
mon consent to grant Bill Klein one month after retirement to clean out 
his office. 
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