
   Doxology (sung)   
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; Praise 
Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

        Prayer of Dedication                                                                 
 

HEARING THE WORD 
 

A TIME WITH THE CHILDREN  
  Congregational Hymn (378, v. 1, seated)   
    We Wait the Peaceful Kingdom  

Children’s Message   
  Congregational Hymn (378, v. 2, seated)   
    We Wait the Peaceful Kingdom 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING  Isaiah 11:1-10 OT (p. 602) 
 
EPISTLE READING Romans 15:4-13 NT (p. 153) 
 

 SERMON   Joyful Believing William M. Klein 
 

A TIME OF SILENT REFLECTION [A time to reflect upon the 
implications of scripture and sermon for your life.] 

 
 HYMN 129  Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 

 
RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

 
 AFFIRMATION OF FAITH [An expression of our common 

hope and purpose.] 
  Affirmation in Words (unison) from A Creed for Advent 

We believe in God, robed in splendor, veiled in 

mystery, ruler alike of darkness and light. We 

encounter God in Jesus Christ, who was tortured 

and put to death, but whose radiance could not be 

quenched; whose touch brings a blaze of color to a 

dull, drab world: reviving the weary, healing the 

wounded, dazzling the satisfied. We walk with 

God, guided by the light of God’s loving Spirit, who 

enters the shadowed places of our hearts and leads 

us into truth and life. We wait for God, and for the 

fulfillment of God’s promises, for the time when 

the darkness will hold no fear and the light will no 

longer blind, but creation will be made whole once 

more and God’s peace will reign forever.  Amen  

(the Iona Community) 

 Affirmation in Song (sung through twice)   Gloria, Gloria 

Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

    Gloria, gloria, alleluia, alleluia! 
  

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

LORD'S PRAYER (unison)  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 

bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 

debtors.  Lead us not into temptation but deliver us 

from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power 

and the glory, forever.  Amen.   
 
 HYMN 97  Watchman, Tell Us of the Night  
 
 BLESSING IN WORD  [A departing blessing] 
 
 CHORAL RESPONSE    May the God of Hope   William McCorkle    

  
 BLESSING IN MUSIC [You are encouraged to greet one another, 

sharing the peace of Christ, or to remain seated and allow the music 
to aid you in fashioning some final prayers.] 

        Fling Wide the Door, Unbar the Gates   Helmut Walcha  
  

 All are invited and encouraged to attend Coffee Fellowship 
 in Brady Chapel. 

 Those who are able may stand. 
   

 

Assisting with worship this morning is Laura de Maria. 
 

Lighting the second Advent candle is the Rev. Kelly-Ann Rayle, 
our Parish Associate for Christian Education & Youth 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

TODAY  2nd Sunday of Advent 
12/8 12:30 Youth Group Luncheon with Pastor Kelly-Ann 
 2:00 New Member Class 
 7:00 Handbells  
 
MON   Community Table Volunteers Day 
12/9 5:30 Marriage Course  
 
TUES  10:00 Lectio Divina 
12/10 5:00 Campus Subcommittee 
 5:30 Worship Committee   
 
WEDS 12:00 Music at Noon 
12/11 6:00 Leah Circle 
 
THURS  11:00 Ruth Circle 
12/12 5:45 Thantastic Thursday 
 7:30 Adult Choir 

 
SUN  3rd Sunday of Advent 
12/15 8:45 Worship  
 9:15 Youth Choir 
 9:45 Sunday School 
 11:00 Worship 
 5:30 Youth Group 
 7:00 Handbells  
 

 

Music Notes: 

Choir Music: The anthem is an Advent song by Ernest Sands (1949-2016), 

English (Catholic) priest and composer, and a founding member of the “St. 

Thomas More Group,” a productive cell of liturgical creative scholars in Great 

Britain who brought new light and energy in worship around the world in the 

last third of the twentieth century.  The choir’s accompaniment is by William 

McCorkle.  The words, by Patrick Lee (1930-2004): 

Alleluia! Hurry, the Lord is near. 

Sound the trumpet, the Lord is near: see, he comes to save us all. 

Earth has longed for his approach: straighten the road, smooth the path. 

Go out to meet him, shout his name: his mighty kingdom shall never end. 

He is the mighty one, he is the Word: God everlasting, Prince of Peace. 
Words ©1982, Patrick Lee. Published by OCP Publications, Inc. 

Reprinted with permission OneLicense.net A-717842 
 

The closing choral response, a setting of Romans 15:13, was composed by 

William McCorkle for the installation service (October 1995) of William M. 

Klein as pastor of Lexington Presbyterian Church.  The text: 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Congregational Hymns: The opening sung call to worship is a vocal round 
(canon) on the words of John the Baptist (Luke 3:4), and was composed by the 
French musician, Jacques Berthier (1923-1994) for the Taizé Community in 
France.  “Prepare the Way” was written in 1812 by the Swedish theologian-
scholar F. M. Franzen.  Its translation, a composite, was adapted by Charles P. 
Price (b. 1920), Episcopal scholar and long-time professor at the Virginia 
Theological Seminary.  This hymn, set to a 17th-century Swedish tune, comes 
to The Presbyterian Hymnal from the American Lutheran liturgy.   The choir’s 
descant is by William McCorkle. At the children’s time, we sing from “We 
Wait the Peaceful Kingdom,” a paraphrase by Kathleen Rae Moore (b. 1951), 
United Methodist pastor and author of over 100 hymns.  We sing her words to 
the tune “Merle” by the American church musician, Hal H. Hopson (b. 1933).   
The original German text of “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” dates perhaps 
to the fifteenth century.  Based on Isaiah 11:1, the hymn originally referred to 
Mary as the rose.  Later reformers sought to shift the emphasis to Jesus.  We 
know this lovely text in translations by two respected American scholars, 
Theodore Baker (1851-1934) and Harriet Krauth Spaeth (1845-1925).  The tune 
(“Es ist ein Ros’”), believed to be from the fourteenth or fifteenth century, was 
first published in a German collection in 1599.  We sing the splendid 
harmonization (1609) by the great German musician, Michael Praetorius (1571-
1621).   “Watchman, Tell Us of the Night”is one of many sacred texts by John 
Bowring (1792-1872).  We sing his words to the tune “Aberystwyth,” 
composed in 1879 by the Welshman, Joseph Parry (1841-1903).  The choir’s 
descant is by the English musician, Henry Coleman (1888-1965).     
 
Organ Music:  The prelude and postlude are both based on German hymn 

melodies.  The prelude, on the familiar “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” (see 

note above under congregational hymns) is from a group of short hymn-based 

organ preludes (op. 122, no. 8 – 1896), the last compositions of the great 

Johannes Brahms (1833-1897). The postlude, by the virtuoso 

organist/composer/teacher, Helmut Walcha (1807-1991), uses a melody by the 

German pastor (and composer), Johann Anastasius Freylinghausen (1670-

1739), long used with an advent text. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES 
 

LIGHTING OUR ADVENT CANDLE this 2nd week of advent is Kelly-
Ann Rayle, our Parish Associate for Christian Education and Youth. 
 

CONGREGATION MEETING: A congregational meeting will be held 
after the 11:00am worship service on Sunday, December 29th for the 
purpose of electing someone to fill a two-year unexpired term on 
Session.  The Nominating Committee will place David Hawkins’ 
name in nomination. 
 

THANTASTIC THURSDAY: On December 12th we will celebrate the 
season with carols and hymns with Bill McCorkle at the piano. Come 
sing all the old favorites and maybe a few new ones, too. Dinner will 
begin at 5:45 p.m. with the Christmas carols starting at 6:30 p.m. 
Dinner will be soup and salad! The cost is $8 per person or $20 per 
family (children under 5 are free). All Lexington campus students are 
free. 
 

MUSIC AT NOON: The Music at Noon concert series will reappear 
in December with two mid-week midday organ recitals by William 
McCorkle, on Dec. 11 & 18. 
 

Congratulations to Bob and Cathy James on the birth of their 
granddaughter, Madison Elizabeth James on Wednesday, 
December 4th.  
 

Our sympathy to Jane Bicknell on the death of her husband, 
Harrison Bicknell, this past Tuesday, December 3rd.  
 

ADVENT/CHRISTMAS SERVICE SCHEDULE: We will have a 
single worship service on two successive Sundays – December 22 
(Nine Lessons and Carols), and December 29.  Both of these 
services will be held in the sanctuary at 11:00 AM.  Christmas Eve 
services will include a 5:00 pageant and candle lighting; the 7:30 
service will include the Lord’s Supper and candle lighting.  Child care 
will be available for both Christmas Eve services.                                                                    
 

DECEMBER YOUTH GROUP SCHEDULE 
Sunday, December 8 - Youth Group Luncheon w/ Pastor Kelly-Ann 
@ 12:30 PM 
Sunday, December 15 - Youth Group 5:30 - 7:00 PM Adult Leader: 
Laura Squire 
 

COMMUNITY CAROL SING: Lexington Presbyterian Church will 
host an ecumenical community carol sing on Sunday, December 29 

at 5pm.  In this time between Christmas and New Year’s, this 
gathering will be a lovely opportunity for us to refocus our hearts, 
minds, and voices on the true joy and meaning of this bright season. 
 
ENRICHMENT during the 11 o'clock service is for children (K-3rd 
graders).  Using the Godly Play curriculum, two volunteers lead the 
children to explore a Bible story and a simple art activity.  If you 
would like to help serve our young people in this way, please speak 
with or email Kelly-Ann Rayle, karayle@lexpres.org or Deb Klein 
kleindeh@gmail.com.   

DIVERSITY SERVES: Earlier this summer a group of people from 
South Sudan met in Lexington to study, worship, pray, and talk 
about how peace can happen back in their home country.  On 
November 21st, two of the men from South Sudan returned to lead 
our Thantastic Thursday program: David Acuoth and Daniel Deng.  
The two were “lost boys” who are now U.S. citizens.  They are now 
a part of the Diversity Serves ministry. If you would like to be in 
touch with them or make a contribution, their contact information is: 
Daniel Deng (atemdengaguook@gmail.com) or David Acuoth 
(Council of South Sudanese American Relations, 4921 Seminary 
Rd., Apt 630, Alexandria, VA 22311). 
 
JESSE TREE:  To participate choose one or more of the cards that 
describe a particular need hanging on the Jesse Tree.  Bring the 
card attached to the gift back to the church and place it under the 
Jesse Tree.  There will be boxes under the tree for checks.  Simplify 
the wrapping as much as possible. Please have all gifts under the 
tree by the Christmas Eve services. Gifts will be collected for the 
following local organizations:  

Community Table (https://www.communitytablerockbridge.org/); 
Lisa’s House in Lexington (Project Horizon, 463-7861); 
Rockbridge Area Relief Association (http://raralex.org); 
W&L Campus Kitchen / Backpack Program (W&L, 458-4669); 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (https://pda.pcusa.org) 

 
COLLEGE BRUNCH: On Sunday, January 5, the Campus Ministry 
Subcommittee will hold its third annual brunch for LPC students 
returning to colleges & universities and for our high school seniors 
scheduled to graduate in May 2020.  All of these students, their 
parents, and families are invited. 
 

THANK YOU: People used to say, “Each good deed gains a star in 
heaven.” This year’s volunteers for The Community Table should 
each get a bucket full of stars because, for most of them, it meant 
more than one day’s service.  If you know any of these people, 
please shake their hand and thank them for being such faithful 
volunteers.  
 

Margie Page, Gregg Amonette, Lori Inman, Gretchen 
Sukow, Janie Dunlap, Sally Wiant, Ann Massie, Heather 
Marion, Poppy and Ron Orendorf, Pat Goehring, Mike 
Gilmore, Mary Raine Paxton, Susan & Marshall LeMert, Mac 
Baker’s Troop 5, the Lai Lee family, John and Barbara 
Winfrey, Pat Wiese, Charles Lauck, Susie and Rich 
Hastings, David Dugan, the Murdock family, Cynthia Hintze,
Debbie Friedman, Cathy and Bill Grace, Mimi Elrod, Carol & 
Buddy Bryan, Kahldun Awayssa, Darlene Moore, Pam 
Luecke, Michael Anne Lynn, Nancy Bidlack, Christine Drake, 
Grace Fure, Linda Moreschi.   
  

If you are interested in joining this dedicated group of volunteers 
please leave your name and email address and leave in the church 
office, or email Liz Gordon (saddleuprtravel@comcast.net) Also if 
we missed adding your name, please let Kimberly know. 
 

Lexington Presbyterian Church  
           120 South Main Street  

Lexington, VA 24450 
              www.lexpres.org 

                                                        540-463-3873   
 SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
                                      8 December 2019 

  11:00 AM 
   

Please turn off cell phones and other electronic devices before worship begins. 
 

GATHERING OF THE PEOPLE 
 

 MUSIC OF PREPARATION  Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming  
 Johannes Brahms 

     
 CALL TO WORSHIP                Hymn 95  

Prepare the way of the Lord.  Prepare the way of 

the Lord.  And all people will see the salvation of 

our God. 
 

 WELCOME   
  
 HYMN 106   Prepare the Way, O Zion  

 
 LIGHTING OF THE SECOND ADVENT CANDLE - JOY 
  
 A TIME OF CONFESSION   
  Prayer of Confession (unison) 

Great God whose mercies are new every morning 

and whose nature is the same yesterday, today, 

and forever, we confess that too often we pay you 

no attention. Too often we accept lies as truth, 

exploit neighbors, abuse the earth, and refuse 

your justice and peace. In your mercy, forgive us. 

Grant us wisdom to welcome your way, and to 

see things that will endure.   

  Silent Confession  
  Assurance of Pardon  
  Congregational Response (responsive) 

We are washed in the waters of God's grace.   
 Thanks be to God.  

The Peace (responsive) 
The peace of Christ be with you.    
 And also with you. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 Life of the Church – Deb Klein – Jesse Tree 

     
 PRESENTATION OF OFFERING   

Anthem     Alleluia! Hurry, The Lord Is Near    Ernest Sands 
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