
  Silent Confession  
  Assurance of Pardon  
  Congregational Response (responsive) 

We are washed in the waters of God's grace.   
 Thanks be to God.  

The Peace (responsive) 
The peace of Christ be with you.    
 And also with you. 

  
ANNOUNCEMENTS  

     
 PRESENTATION OF OFFERING   
        Anthem           E’en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come Paul Manz 
        Doxology (sung)   

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; Praise 
Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

        Prayer of Dedication                                                                 
 

HEARING THE WORD 
 

A TIME WITH THE CHILDREN  
  Congregational Hymn 149, v. 1 [tune: Es flog eins…]     

       All Hail to God’s Anointed       
Children’s Message 
  

 Congregational Hymn 149, v. 3         All Hail to God’s Anointed 
PSALTER  Psalm 146:5-10 OT (p. 549) 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 35:1-10 OT (p. 623) 
 

 SERMON     Patient Hope William M. Klein 
 

A TIME OF SILENT REFLECTION   
 

 HYMN              The Desert Shall Rejoice 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

 AFFIRMATION OF FAITH [Expresses our common hope 
and purpose.] 
  Affirmation in Words (unison)       
   from A Declaration of Faith (PCUSA) 

In the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus God 
kept his promises. All that we can ever hope for 
was present in Christ. But the work of God in 
Christ is not over. God calls us to hope for more 
than we have yet seen. In Christ we have hope for 
the renewal of all things, hope for victory over 
death, and hope for God’s love and justice beyond 
death. This hope gives us courage for the present 
struggle.   [Ch. 10, (1), lines 2-11] 

Affirmation in Song (sung through twice)  Gloria, Gloria 

Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

    Gloria, gloria, alleluia, alleluia! 
  

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

LORD'S PRAYER (unison)  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, forever.  Amen.   

 
 HYMN 92         While We Are Waiting, Come 
 
 BLESSING IN WORD  [A departing blessing] 
 
 CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE    

Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord (Godspell)     Stephen Schwartz 
  

 BLESSING IN MUSIC [You are encouraged to greet one another, 

sharing the peace of Christ, or to remain seated and allow the music to 
aid you in fashioning some final prayers.]   
  Savior of the Nations, Come  Nicolaus Bruhns 

 Those who are able may stand. 
 

   
 

All are invited and encouraged to attend Coffee 
Fellowship in Brady Chapel. 

 
Assisting with worship this morning is Kaitlin Smith 

 
Lighting the third Advent candle is The Rev. Deb Klein, our 

Parish Associate. 
 
 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

TODAY  3rd Sunday of Advent 
12/15 5:30 Youth Group 
 7:00 Handbells  
 
TUES  10:00 Lectio Divina 
12/17 12:00 Communications Committee 
 5:30 Property Committee 
 
WEDS 7:00 Finance Committee 
12/18 12:00 Music at Noon 
 4:30 Outreach Committee 

 
THURS  7:00 Adult Choir (Note time change)  

 
SUN  4th Sunday of Advent 
12/22 No service at 8:45  
 9:15 Youth Choir 
 9:30  Handbells 
 9:45 Sunday School 
 11:00 Lessons and Carols 
 12:00 Joy Lunch 
 

MUSIC NOTES 

Choir Music: 

The anthem is a powerful creation of the American organist-composer Paul 

Manz (1919-2009), using words from Revelation 22. The text: 

Peace be to you and grace from him who freed us from our sins,  

Who loved us all and shed his blood that we might saved be. 

Sing Holy, Holy to our Lord, the Lord, Almighty God, 

Who was and is and is to come; Sing Holy, Holy, Lord! 

Rejoice in heaven, all ye that dwell therein; 

Rejoice on earth, ye saints below, For Christ is coming soon!. 

E’en so, Lord Jesus, quickly come, and night shall be no more; 

They need no light nor lamp nor sun, for Christ will be their All! 
Congregational Hymns: “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus” is a well-
known hymn text (1744) of Charles Wesley (1707-1788).  The tune 
(“Hyfrydol”) is by the Welsh musician, Rowland Hugh Prichard (1811-
1887).  The choir’s descant is by Michael Young.  At the children’s time we 
sing from “All Hail to God’s Anointed,” a metrical setting of Psalm 71 by 
James Montgomery (1771-1854), English publisher and religious figure.  
We sing his words to the 17th-century German tune “Es flog ein kleins 
Waldvögelein.”  The choir’s descant is by Lois Fyfe.   “The Desert Shall 
Rejoice,” based on Isaiah 35, is a wonderful text written in 1983 by Gracia 
Grindal (b. 1943), a leading figure in contemporary American hymn writing.  
The tune (“Sterling”) was composed for this text in 1988 by Joy F. Patterson 
(b. 1931), a Presbyterian poet and hymn writer.  The choir’s descant is by 
William McCorkle.  The text of the gentle Advent hymn, “While We Are 
Waiting, Come, ” is by Claire Cloninger (b. 1942), one of the most 
successful modern gospel songwriters.  Her words were set to music by the 
American musician, Don Cason (b. 1954). The choir’s descant is by William 
McCorkle. The closing congregational response is the familiar opening 
proclamation from Steven Schwartz’s memorable “Godspell” (1971). 
Instrumental Music:  The prelude and postlude are both inspired by a great 

Advent hymn (see Hymn 102).  As with many of the Reformation hymns in 

Germany, the melody was adapted from a medieval plainchant tune.  

Today’s prelude is by the master organist. Dietrich Buxtehude (1637-

1707). One of the most influential musicians of his time. The postlude is 

taken from an extended set of variations by the brilliant, and sadly short-

lived, north German composer, Nicolaus Bruhns (1665-1697)         

  



ANNOUNCEMENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES 
 
The red rose is given by Bob and Cathy James in celebration of  

the birth of their granddaughter, Madison Elizabeth James. 
 
ADVENT/CHRISTMAS SERVICE SCHEDULE: We will have a 
single worship service on two successive Sundays – December 
22 (Nine Lessons and Carols), and December 29. Both of these 
services will be held in the sanctuary at 11:00 a.m. Christmas 
Eve services will include a 5:00 pageant and candle-lighting; the 
7:30 service will include the Lord’s Supper and candle-lighting. 
Child care will be available for both Christmas Eve services. 
 
JOY LUNCHEON: On December 22, following the 11 a.m. 
worship service, we’ll have a potluck lunch in Dunlap Auditorium. 
Fried chicken, bread and beverages will be provided by the 
Culinary Ministry team with church members invited to contribute 
other items. Church members with last names beginning with A 
through P are asked to bring side dishes. Members with last 
names beginning with Q through Z are asked to bring desserts. 
Please plan to attend this time of good food and fellowship. 

 
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING: A Congregational Meeting will 
be held at the close of the 11:00 worship service on Sunday, 
December 29, for the purpose of hearing two recommendations 
from the Nominating Committee:  1) that David Hawkins be 
elected to fill a two-year unexpired term on Session; and 2) that 
Tim Braddick and Colin Reid be elected to serve on the 
Nominating Committee. 
 
MUSIC AT NOON: The second of two Music at Noon concerts 
with William McCorkle will be this coming Wednesday. 
 
YOUTH GROUP: Today, from 5:30 to 7 p.m. the youth group 
meets with Laura Squire, adult leader.  
 
DIVERSITY SERVES: Earlier this summer a group of people 
from South Sudan met in Lexington to study, worship, pray, and 
talk about how peace can happen back in their home country.  
On November 21st, two of the men from South Sudan returned to 
lead our Thantastic Thursday program: David Acuoth and Daniel 
Deng.  The two were “lost boys” who are now U.S. citizens.  
They are now a part of the Diversity Serves ministry. If you would 
like to be in touch with them or make a contribution, their contact 
information is: Daniel Deng (atemdengaguook@gmail.com) or 
David Acuoth (Council of South Sudanese American Relations, 
4921 Seminary Rd., Apt 630, Alexandria, VA 22311). 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JESSE TREE:  To participate choose one or more of the cards 
that describe a particular need hanging on the Jesse Tree.  Bring 
the card attached to the gift back to the church and place it under 
the Jesse Tree. There will be boxes under the tree for checks.  
Simplify the wrapping as much as possible. Please have all gifts 
under the tree by the Christmas Eve services. Gifts will be 
collected for the following local organizations:  

Community Table 
(https://www.communitytablerockbridge.org/); 
Lisa’s House in Lexington (Project Horizon, 463-7861); 
Rockbridge Area Relief Association (http://raralex.org); 
W&L Campus Kitchen / Backpack Program (W&L, 458-4669); 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (https://pda.pcusa.org) 

 
COLLEGE BRUNCH: On Sunday, January 5, the Campus 
Ministry Subcommittee will hold its third annual brunch for LPC 
students returning to colleges and universities and for our high 
school seniors scheduled to graduate in May 2020. All of these 
students, their parents, and families are invited. 
 
USHERS NEEDED for the December / April / August rotation.  
Please contact Derek Carter at 460-6566 or 

carter_derek@nlgroupmail.com. 
 
COMMUNITY CAROL SING: Lexington Presbyterian Church will 
host an ecumenical community carol sing on Sunday, December 
29 at 5 p.m. In this time between Christmas and New Year’s, this 
gathering will be a lovely opportunity for us to refocus our hearts, 
minds, and voices on the true joy and meaning of this bright 
season.  
 
PLEDGE CARDS:  If you have not yet turned in your 2020 
pledge card, please turn it in as soon as possible.  You can drop 
in the offering plate, mail it to the church, or bring it into the front 
office M-F 8am – 4pm.  

 

 

NURSERY SCHEDULE 
The nursery will be available from 8:30 a.m. (for Early 

Worship attendees) until 12:15 – after the final worship 
service. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lexington Presbyterian Church  
           120 South Main Street  

Lexington, VA 24450 
              www.lexpres.org 

                                                        540-463-3873   
 SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
                                      15 December 2019 

  11:00 AM 
   

Please turn off cell phones and other electronic devices before worship begins. 
 

GATHERING OF THE PEOPLE 
 

 MUSIC OF PREPARATION                   Savior of the Nations, Come  
Dietrich Buxtehude 

     
 CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive) 

Say to those of a fearful heart:  Be strong, do not fear!  Here 
is your God. 

Behold! The glory of the Lord shines upon us! 
Say to those with weak hands and feeble knees:  Be strong, 
do not fear!  Here is your God. 

Behold!  In splendor the Lord dwells among us! 
The barren lands burst into bloom; the desert erupts with 
delight.  We join creation’s song: 

With joy in our hearts, let us worship our God!  
  

 WELCOME   
  
 HYMN 82  Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 

 
 LIGHTING OF THE THIRD ADVENT CANDLE - HOPE 
  
 A TIME OF CONFESSION   
  Prayer of Confession (responsive) 

Advent God, you enter into our weary world to lift up the 
lowly and fill the hungry, and to establish equity 
throughout the earth. 

Yet, like perplexed prophets and doubting 
disciples, we scarcely believe you can right the 
world. We see suffering and sorrow and sin 
and wonder if creation is beyond repair.  

But you hold out healing, wholeness, and hope. 
You promise to drive out despair and free us 
from debilitating fear. 

Broaden our imagination so we may conceive of 
communities where all people thrive and embody our 
vision of shalom. 

Expand our hearts so we may see the 
extraordinary in our midst and embrace the 
everlasting hope` you bring.  

Make us prophets of the world you are bringing to birth, 
That we may prepare a way before you and 
welcome you with gladness! 
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