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A Note from the Clergy 
 By now many of you have had occasion to meet Kelly-Ann Rayle.  She joined 

the church staff as a Parish Associate on November 6.  She will be the staff per-

son responsible for the youth programs of the church.  She will work with the 

Christian Education Committees, most specifically in the areas of children and 

youth.  She will preach occasionally and assist with worship leadership.  And she 

will be providing pastoral care when called upon to do so. Her email address is 

karayle@lexpres.org.  

Kelly-Ann is an ordained Presbyterian Church (USA) pastor.  She is a 2015 graduate of Union Pres-

byterian Seminary in Richmond.  She and her husband, Steve, live in Crozet…though her address is 

Charlottesville.  They have two adult children, Alex and Emily. 

 I am grateful to Kelly-Ann for agreeing to labor among us and to bring her energy and imagination 

to the work we share in this place.  The Session has crafted a part-time contract with her.  She will 

be with us 24 hours per week on average…tentatively Sundays, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays…but 

that schedule will be flexible depending upon what’s going on in the church.  And the current contract 

is for six months, though it can be extended. 

 Make sure you get to know Kelly-Ann. You’ll be glad you did. 

   L'Chaim (To Life),  

Preaching Schedule for December 
  
December 1  1st Sunday of Advent      Preacher:  Betty G. Dax 
  
December 8  2nd Sunday of Advent Preacher:  William M. Klein 
   Texts: Romans 15:4-13 & Isaiah 11:1-10    Sermon: Joyful Believing 
 
December 15  3rd Sunday of Advent Preacher:  William M. Klein 
   Texts:  Isaiah 35:1-10 & Psalm 146:5-10          Sermon: Patient Hope 
 
December 22  4th Sunday of Advent Lessons and Carols 
 
December 24  Christmas Eve  
   5:00 service – Family oriented, Candlelight  
   7:30 service – Candlelight and Communion 
 
December 29  1st Sunday after Christmas Preacher: Kelly-Ann Rayle 
   Texts:  Isaiah 61: 1-9 & Luke 2:21-40   Sermon: So, What Now?  

December 2019 
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Sunday Schedule Change for Dec. 22 & 29 

We will have a single worship service on two successive Sundays – December 22, and December 29.  All of 

these services will be held in the sanctuary at 11:00 AM and will be a creative blend of the styles of the 8:45 

and 11:00 services. 
 
Wholeness and Healing Service, Dec. 1 

 
You are invited to attend our monthly Service of Prayer for Wholeness and Healing Service. Generally this 

service is held the first Sunday of the month at 5:00 in the evening. This 45-minute service will be led by your 

pastor and will include prayers both general and specific, scripture reading, singing, and silence. For those 

who may be so inclined, there will be opportunity for the laying on of hands.  

  *Everyone interested is invited to attend the December 1 service.* 
 
Thantasic Thursday, Dec. 5 
Judy Casteel, Director of Project Horizon, will be here to talk about the organization—dedicated to reducing 

domestic, dating, and sexual violence in the Lexington, Buena Vista, and Rockbridge County area through 

crisis intervention services and prevention programs. Pasta night for dinner, including salad and assorted 

desserts. Dinner will begin at 5:45 p.m. with the presentation at 6:30 p.m. The cost is $8 per person or $20 

per family (children under 5 are free). All Lexington campus students are free. 
 
Thantastic Thursday, Dec. 12 
We will celebrate the season with carols and hymns with Bill McCorkle at the piano. Come sing all the old fa-

vorites and maybe a few new ones, too. Dinner will begin at 5:45 p.m. with the Christmas carols starting at 

6:30 p.m. Dinner will be soup and salad! The cost is $8 per person or $20 per family (children under 5 are 

free). All Lexington campus students are free. 
 

Joy Luncheon, Dec. 22 
Following the 11 a.m. worship service we’ll have a potluck lunch in Dunlap Auditorium.  Fried chicken, bread 

and beverages will be provided by Culinary Ministry Director Skip Hess and his team, and church members 

are invited to contribute other items.  Church members with last names beginning with A through P are asked 

to bring side dishes, and members with last names beginning with Q through Z are asked to bring des-

serts.  Please plan to attend this time of good food and fellowship! 
 
Rockbridge Choral Society & Youth Chorale, Dec. 7 
The Rockbridge Choral Society, directed by William McCorkle, and the Rockbridge Youth Chorale, directed 

by Lacey Lynch and Lori Parker, will present their annual holiday concert at Lex Pres on Saturday, December 

7 at 7:30 p.m.  Singing of carols with the audience will begin at 7:15.  Tickets are available at downtown loca-

tions and can be purchased at the door.  

                Music at Noon 
The “Music at Noon” series returns in December with two Wednesday noontime organ recit-

als by William McCorkle of Music for Advent and Christmas, to be given on December 11 

and 18. These half-hour programs, offering a brief respite from the busyness of the season, 

will feature a wide range of compositions based on seasonal hymns, as well as improvisa-

tions by the organist. You are invited to attend.  

Klein Retirement Fund 
As reported last year, a fund was set up by the Session to supplement Bill and Deb Klein’s retirement in-
come. Their retirement date is not yet known, but this fund will help express our gratitude to them for their 
many years of service to our church. If you would like to contribute to this fund, you may do so by sending 
contributions to the church, marked for the Klein Retirement Fund. 

      - Financial Management Committee 
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               THE JESSE TREE—Our Giving Tree 
Found in our sanctuary during Advent (starting 1st Sunday in December), the Jesse 

Tree gives us an opportunity to help those whom Jesus would have us remember—

”the least of these my brothers & sisters.”   
 

Leah’s Circle is taking the lead to organize this collection. Gifts will be collected for 

the following local organizations:  

 Community Table (https://www.communitytablerockbridge.org/) 

 Lisa’s House in Lexington (Project Horizon, 463-7861) 

 Rockbridge Area Relief Association (http://raralex.org) 

 W&L Campus Kitchen / Backpack Program (W&L, 458-4669) 

Gifts will also be collected outside of our local area: 

 Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (https://pda.pcusa.org)  
 

To participate choose one or more of the cards that describe a particular need hanging on the Jesse Tree .  

Bring the card attached to the gift back to the church and place it under the Jesse Tree.  There will be boxes 

under the tree for checks.  Simplify the wrapping as much as possible.  
 

Please have all gifts under the tree by the Christmas Eve services. May we give generously in response 

to God’s greatest gift to us—Jesus, our Emmanuel! 

 

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING—December 22 
Leadership: Past, Present, and Future 

In addition to our regular pledges to our church, we have the opportunity to give to several “special” offer-

ings throughout the year.  Our final special offering of the calendar year is the 

Christmas Joy Offering.   

This offering specifically supports church leaders—past, present and future—

who have pointed us to God.  Even as we support our current and former church 

leaders, God is calling new leaders for our Church and world, through the ministry 

of Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping communities of color—

offering students the means for a brighter future and enhanced opportunities to 

use their talents and skills to serve God, the Church and the world for years to 

come.  

This Offering will be made this year on December 22 at the 11:00 a.m. service. Please prayerfully consider 

making a generous offering in the Joy Offering Envelope that will be provided.  If you are writing a check, 

make it out to Lexington Presbyterian Church with a note of “Joy Offering” in the memo line, and then put it in 

the Christmas Joy Offering envelope provided.   

IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO ORDER 
Christmas Wreaths: We need 4 small wreaths at $25/each. Please contact 

the church office at admin@lexpres.org or 463-3873 to order. All orders will be 

received on a first-come first-served basis. 

 

Poinsettia orders ($12 each) will be taken on a first-come, first-served basis until Friday, December 6.  

Please call the church office to order (or email: admin@lexpres.org) and give dedication information for 

the bulletin. 
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New Elders Examined 
 

 On Tuesday, December 3, seven persons will be examined by Session. This is part of the process that 

began with their election by you to serve as Ruling Elders of this church. Their names are: Gregg Amonette, 

Mac Baker, Kevin Burke, Sabrina Coffey, Jason Melvin, Sandy Nye, and Poppy Orendorf.  These seven folks 

will be presented to the Session to be examined. They will also provide a statement of faith. They will be or-

dained and/or installed to office on Sunday, January 5.  Keep these seven folks in your prayers as they pre-

pare to take on the leadership to which you have elected and God has chosen them.   

 Session will also bid farewell and grateful thanks to the Class of 2019 Ruling Elders who will rotate off 

Session the end of December. Their names are:  Buddy Bryan, Mimi Elrod, Mark Keeley, Charles Lauck, Kirk 

Luder, Margie Page, Lad Sessions, and Mary Ellena Ward.  When you see them, make a point of expressing 

your gratitude for their faithful service to the church these last three years. 

A garage can save you from the weather, but it also 
keeps you from visiting with your neighbor. Get to know 
your neighbors at The Community Table. Volunteer with 
your friends to set the table, serve the patrons or clean 
up after or just go for a meal. December 9 is your next 

opportunity to make a difference. To volunteer, sign-up in Murray Hall or contact Liz Gordon at  
saddleup4travel@comcast.net. 
 

Don't forget that Community Table is not only for dinner on Mondays.  Lunch is served on Wednesdays 
from 11:30 to 1:00.  You can get soup, salad, a made-to-order sandwich or chef salad, occasionally a hot 
entree, and dessert, all for a donation, if you wish.  The chicken salad is the best—made on-site from real 
chicken.  Try it sometime! 

 
Recipe of the Month: Waffle Bread Pudding with Fruit 

      

        From Skip Hess, Director of Culinary Ministries 
 

What do we do with our leftover waffles? Freeze them and make this special casserole for brunch or as a 
dinner dessert.  I created this recipe for Thantastic Thursday on November 7.  I hope you enjoy serving this!   
 

Vegetable Spray 
8 Cups Waffles 1 Cup Raspberries  
6 Eggs ½ Cup Blueberries 
4 Tablespoons Butter ½ Cup Shredded Coconut 
¼ Cup Brown Sugar ½ Cup Chopped Pecans   
1 Cup Maple Syrup 2  Teaspoons Cinnamon 
1 Tablespoon Vanilla 2 Cups Half-and-Half 

 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees.  
Spray a 9” x 13” pan with vegetable spray.  Break up waffles and place in bottom of pan. In a large bowl, 
combine eggs, melted butter, brown sugar, maple syrup, and vanilla. Mix well.  Sprinkle the berries, coconut 
and pecans over the waffles.  Ladle the custard mixture on top and let stand until waffles absorb the liquid.  
Bake for approximately 45 minutes.  Pudding is done when a knife placed in the center comes out clean! 
 

Topping: 
1 Can Crushed Pineapple (with juice) ½ Cup Brown Sugar 
1 Teaspoon Cinnamon 1 Cup Half and Half 
4 Tablespoons Butter 1 teaspoon Vanilla 

 
Put all ingredients in a heavy pan and heat until mixture boils. It will thicken slightly. Ladle over warm  
pudding!   

mailto:saddleup4travel@comcast.net
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RAFIKI MISSION NEWS 
  

A happy report from the Rafiki Home Office 
 

Thank you for your gifts and prayers which are bearing much fruit. Jesca, from Rafiki Village Uganda, recently 

shared her testimony in her church.  

I live at Rafiki, which I have been for 16 years. I thank God for bringing me to this wonderful place. I am 

in 11th grade at the Rafiki School and I will be taking the national exams this year and pray that I will 

excel. I thank God for the great gift of life. I have been alive up to now because of His grace. I also 

thank God for the gift of education. I am provided an education at the Rafiki School and realize that 

many children do not have such a great privilege. I mostly thank God for blessing me with wonderful 

sponsors who send funds for my necessities, like education, health care and recreation. It is because of 

Rafiki that I am who I am today. Above all, I want to thank God for his greatest gift of salvation. I accept-

ed Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior on June 6, 2017. Though it hasn’t been a smooth journey, I 

have experienced the joy of Christ in my heart and I pray for Christ to continue to reign in my heart. 
 

Prayer requests:  For 300 more day-student scholarships; for the lives of all staff and students to be signifi-

cantly impacted by the daily Bible study; for accreditation for all RICE programs. 

October offerings: Sunday School $6.21; Koinonia $17; total $23.21. 
 

 

RARA Food Pantry  Food of the Month : Mashed Potatoes or Stuffing 
 

Please leave the food in boxes in the  front hallway outside of the church office. 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
The holidays are upon us and so is the flu season. It seems there was such a push this year about getting 

the shots early—they may know more than we need to. Along with that there are always year-end surgeries, 

so be prepared to hand out our shawls to those folks who need comfort and God’s love. Until you are there 

yourself, you have no idea how important that is. We are all God’s children and He loves us. Keep on knitting 

girls—we don't want to run out of shawls. 

Not likely we will be meeting on Dec. 23, but on Dec. 9 we will. Same place, same time. Church library,  

2nd and 4th Monday, 9:30 to 11. Hope to see you there. 

                                                                                                       —Betty Dahl 

 

Campus Ministry 
 Luncheon 

On Sunday, January 5 the 

Campus Ministry Subcommittee 

will hold its third annual brunch 

for our LPC students returning 

to colleges and universities and 

for our high school seniors 

scheduled to graduate in May 

2020.  All of these students and 

their families are invited.   

 
A Note from Nancy Whitely
Dear LexPres friends, 
 

As many of you know I am having multiple health 
issues.  In view of these issues I have decided to 
move to Staunton to an assisted living facility, at 
least for the winter. I would love to hear from you 
or have a visit. My address is: 
 

The Legacy at North Augusta 
1410 A  North Augusta Street, Apt. 2009 

Staunton, VA 22401 
Phone 540-460-0126. 

 

I miss all of you so much.  And I look forward to 
returning as my health allows. 

 December 15—Deadline for January newsletter  
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HIGHLIGHTS OF NOVEMBER SESSION MEETING 
 

Congregational Information 
New Members: Planning to begin a class for new members on 
December 8.  
Transfers: Abbey Carrico to Finley Memorial Presbyterian 
Church in Stuarts Draft and Henry Brown to Oxford Presbyteri-
an Church.  Both were approved by common consent.  
Current Membership:  510 (2 transfers) 
 
Communications: Thank you from Habitat for Humanity for 
donation of $1000, Rockbridge Area Relief Association for 
$1000, from Rafiki Foundation for $50, Rafiki Foundation total 
donations from 1/1/19 to 9/30/19 for $2300, thank you from the 
Sukows along with a donation check for $125 for allowing 
Rockbridge Water Monitors to meet here numerous times. 

 
Christian Education (Elder Colon) 
New C.E. Committee met on October 8. 
Children’s Subcommittee: Children’s education is moving 
along as expected. 
Youth Ministry: Youth group and Youth SS have been the fo-
cus of a couple of meetings to discuss how to keep things 
floating without John. Adult Ministry: Adult education is moving 
along as expected. The group is planning a weekend in April 
for Doug Ottati from Davidson to be a speaker at some events 
in our church. 

 
Communications (Elder Keeley) 
Update on equipment installation. Will be sending out a survey 
asking for feedback regarding each person’s experience with 
Realm. Please respond so that the committee can work on any 
problems you may be having. 

 
Congregational Life (Elder Shupe) 
Culinary Ministry: Three Thantastic Thursdays fed 200 people. 
Thantastic Thursday planning group for programs: Cynthia 
Hintze, Skip Hess, Poppy Orendorf, and Carolyn Worrell. 
Caring Friends: 12 boxes delivered to RARA 
Special meals scheduled set-up for Suzanne Noonan, Liz 
Ramsey, and Kay Farrell. 
House Church – Two House Church groups have formed.  
Upcoming Events: Thantastic Thursdays – November 7 & 21. 
No Sunday Brunch on November 17. Wreath Hanging 
(outside), Nov. 29, 10 a.m. 
  
Financial Management    
For Information: 2019 financial update; 2020 Stewardship up-
date. Urge all Session members to pledge; pledge cards are 
coming in from the congregation. 

 
Nominating    
The committee needs two more members. 
  
Outreach (Elder Page) 
$400 to “When Faith Hurts,” Nov. 12-14. 
Elizabeth and Charles Lauck to hand out cocoa for candlelight 

procession on Nov. 29.  Welcome anyone to assist them. 
In years past we have collected coats to give away during the 
holidays. This year we plan to collect gloves, hats, and socks.  
Collection boxes in connector.   
$1700 assigned to “Rise Against Hunger” – Nov. 10. 
 
Personnel (Elder Bryan) 
Kelly-Ann Rayle, new Parish Associate, will begin her work with 
LexPres on Nov. 6. 

 
Planning (Elder Keeley) 
Working on 2020 Session committee assignments. Committees – 
review Manual of Operations and submit requested changes to 
Bill Klein as soon as possible. 

 
Property 
Clutter being addressed in many areas of the church. 
Hot water heaters need relief valve extensions. 
Emergency lighting signs 
Electrical cord for outside Christmas lighting. 
A screen door is needed on the kitchen outside door. The com-
mittee will explore that possibility and bring it back to session. 
The AC unit that leaked in the kitchen needs to be addressed. 
Skip has made a call about it. 

 
MAJOR REPORT: The Major Report of the work of the Worship 
Committee was given by Elder Smith. 
 
Elders were reminded that new session members for class of 
2022 will be examined at the December Session Meeting. Each 
of us is to bring our favorite Bible verse to share. The meeting 
was closed with a Responsive Charge and Benediction. 
                                                                                                                    

Alcoholics Anonymous Meetings 
Alcoholics Anonymous a life-giving tool for folks seeking to man-
age alcohol addiction.    
AA meets at Grace Episcopal Church: 
 Mondays:  7:30 AM            
 Tuesdays:  6:30PM (beginners);  
  8:00 PM (open meeting) 
 Wednesdays:  noon (open meeting)  
 Thursdays:   7:30 AM 
 Fridays:   8:00 PM (open meeting) 
 Saturdays:  10:00 AM( open meeting) 
 Saturdays and Sundays-hospital at 8:00 PM (open meetings) 
 
All meetings are non-smoking meetings. Call 463-3411 for more  
information. 

 
Al Anon Meetings 

Family recovery is a process of healing and growth for family mem-
bers affected by someone’s drinking.  This process helps these 
individuals make healthier life choices and develop relationships 
that are more positive and supportive.  Al Anon meets: 

 Saturdays:  11:15AM (open) at Grace Episcopal Church. 
Call 1-888-425-2666 for more information concerning Al Anon.  All 
meetings are non-smoking meetings.   
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