
  

  Silent Confession  
  Hymn 437                                 You are the Lord, Giver of Mercy 

 
  Assurance of Pardon  
  Congregational Response (responsive) 

We are washed in the waters of God's grace.   
 Thanks be to God.  

The Peace (responsive) 
The peace of Christ be with you.    
 And also with you. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
     
 PRESENTATION OF OFFERING   
        Anthem                           O Thou, from Whom All Blessings Flow   

Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky 
        Doxology (sung)   

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise 

Him, all creatures here below; Praise Him 

above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and 

Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

        Prayer of Dedication                                                                 
 

HEARING THE WORD 
 

A TIME WITH THE CHILDREN  
 Hymn 441 (vs. 1)                        Hear the Good News of Salvation   
 Children’s Message   
 Hymn 441 (vs. 2)                        Hear the Good News of Salvation 
  
RESPONSIVE READING  Psalm 103 OT (p. 523) 

 
 GOSPEL READING          Luke 13:6-9             NT (p. 71)                                            
 
     SERMON The Slow Work of God Deborah H. Klein 

 
A TIME OF SILENT REFLECTION  [A time to reflect upon the 

implications of scripture and sermon for your life.] 
   

 HYMN 435                       There is a Wideness in God’s Mercy 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

 AFFIRMATION OF FAITH [Expression of our common hope 
and purpose.] 

Affirmation in Words (unison) 
Part 3, from A Brief Statement of Faith, p. 37  

  
 Affirmation in Song (sung through twice)                                 Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 

Holy Ghost.  As it was in the beginning, is now and 

ever shall be.  World without end.  Amen.  Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 Hymn 464                              Our Father, Which Art in Heaven     
   

 
 HYMN 547 Go My Children with My Blessing 
 
 BLESSING IN WORD  [A departing blessing] 
 
 CONGREGATIONAL  RESPONSE  

  Hymn 447                                                          We Are Forgiven  

        
  

 BLESSING IN MUSIC [During the playing of the music you are 
encouraged to greet one another, sharing the peace of Christ, or 
to remain seated and allow the music to aid you in fashioning 
some final prayers]   

   Our Father, Which Art in Heaven           Felix Mendelssohn 
 

All are invited and encouraged to attend Coffee 
Fellowship in Brady Chapel. 

 
 Those who are able may stand. 

 

 

 

 

Music Notes: 
 

Choir Music:  The choral call to worship is a prayer from the Russian Orthodox 

liturgy, set for choir by Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky (1840-1893).  The choir’s text: 

O thou, from whom all blessings flow, thanks to thee o’erflow, gracious God. 

We cry unto thee, forgive our sins O Lord. 
 

The anthem, from one of the church cantatas (BWV 22) of Johann Sebastian 

Bach, is a lovely example of one of the composer’s preferred forms.  Into a rich 

instrumental composition, Bach laid a choral hymn, phrase by phrase, creating at 

a particularly effective combination of styles for the presentation of a hymn as 

the concluding movement of the cantata, a work lasting some 25 minutes, 

consisting of choral, and solo vocal movements with a variety of instrumental 

colors.  Today’s offering features the violin, whose ostinato (unrelenting) 

melody drives the piece.  The text (the German hymn in English translation):                    

Subdue us by thy goodness. Awake us by thy grace. 

That those whose hearts are weary may life anew embrace. 

And though earth’s woes be near us, thy Spirit still shall cheer us. 

All praise and thanks to thee. 
 
Congregational Hymns: The text of “Great Is Thy Faithfulness, ” based on 

Lamentations 3:22-23, is one of more than twelve hundred sacred poems by the 

American businessman and Methodist minister, Thomas Obediah Chisholm 

(1866-1960).   The tune (“Faithfulness”) was composed at Chisholm’s request 

by his colleague, William Marion Runyan (1870-1957), a Methodist minister 

and music editor.  The choir’s descant is by Hal H. Hopson.  The confession 

response, “You Are the Lord, Giver of Mercy,” was created by the 

Presbyterian musician, Richard Wetzel (b. 1935) using a liturgical text from The 

Worshipbook (1972), a Presbyterian hymnal, and and Appalachian folk melody. 

At the children’s time we sing “Hear the Good News of Salvation.” This text 

(1879) was written by Richard B. Grenville (1800-1903), the first Native 

American (Dakota) to be ordained to the Presbyterian ministry. His words were 

translated in English by the missionary, Emma Tibbets (1905-?) and put into 

verse by the respected Presbyterian hymn writer, Jane Parker Huber (1926-

2008). The hymn (in Dakota or in English) has always been sung to the tune 

“Nettleton,” an American folk (shape note) melody first published in John 

Wyeth’s Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, 

1813).  The English clergyman and hymn writer, Frederick William Faber 

(1814-1863), penned “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” in 1854.  We sing 

his words to a Dutch melody (“In Babilone”) which appeared in an early 18th-

century collection.  In was harmonized by Julius Röntgen (1855-1933) and 

published in The English Hymnal (1906).  The choir’s descant is by Hal H. 

Hopson. “Go, My Children, with My Blessing” is one of the many hymns by 

the Lutheran pastor and poet, Jaroslav J. Vajda (1919-2008 ), which we sing to 

the familiar Welsh melody, “Ar hyd y nos.”  The choir’s descant is by William 

McCorkle. The closing congregational response, “We Are Forgiven,” using a 

traditional liturgical text, is one of the many hymns by the American musician, 

Hal H. Hopson (b. 1933).        
 
Instrumental Music:  The prelude is a lovely piece by Ludwig van Beethoven 

(1770-1827), his first Romanze for solo violin (and, originally, orchestra), 

composed in 1802. The organ postlude is based on a German tune (“Vater 

Unser”) which Martin Luther (1483-1546) adapted for his versification of the 

Lord’s Prayer for a collection published in 1539.  This organ piece, by Felix 

Mendelssohn (1809-1847) is from a set of variations on the hymn tune which 

made up the major portion of the sixth of Mendelssohn’s organ sonatas (Op. 65), 

composed 1844-45. 
 

 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

SUN 9:15 Youth Choir 
11/17 9:45 Sunday School 
 11:00 Worship 
 5:00 Movie Night: The Good Lie 
 7:00 Handbells  
 
MON 5:30 Marriage Course 
    
TUES  Presbytery at Opequon 
11/19 10:00 Lectio Divina  
 12:00 Communications Committee 
 3:45 Confirmation Class 
 5:30 Worship Committee 
 
WEDS 7:00 Finance Committee 
11/20 10:00 Congregational Life Committee 
 4:30 Outreach Committee 
 
THURS 5:45 Thantastic Thursday 
11/21 7:30 Adult Choir Rehearsal 
 
SUN  Christ the King Sunday & Lord’s Supper 
11/24 8:45 Worship  
 9:15 Youth Choir 
 9:45 Sunday School 
 11:00 Worship 
 7:00 Community Thanksgiving Service at St. Patrick’s 
 7:00 Handbells  
  

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES 

 

WELCOME to Kelly-Ann Rayle. She joined the church staff 
as a Parish Associate on November 6.  She will be the staff 
person responsible for the youth programs of the church.  
She will work with the Christian Education Committees, most 
specifically in the areas of children and youth.  She will 
preach occasionally and assist with worship leadership.  And 
she will be providing pastoral care when called upon to do 
so.   Her email address will be:  karayle@lexpres.org.    
PLEASE JOIN US at coffee fellowship after the 11:00am 
service today to welcome her.  
 
The flowers are given to the glory of God and in memory of 
Jacob Nathaniel Smith by his parents, Wendell and Nell 
Smith.. 
 
There is an opening to provide flowers on Sunday, December 8th. 
 
The violin soloist today is Bethany Reitsma (W&L ’20).  We 
are grateful to her enriching our worship with her playing. 
 
If you haven’t yet returned your pledge card, please do so. 
Even if you do not wish to pledge, please return it with that 
information. You may place the card in the offering plate, 
drop it by the office, or mail it. Thanks! 

NO COMMUNITY TABLE DESSERTS THIS MONTH.  Thanks to 
the Devil’s Backbone for providing the meal and dessert for our 
4th Monday of the month.  We will not be needing desserts this 
month or in December.  But keep those ovens warm for desserts 
in January! 
 
YOU ARE INVITED TO A CHURCH MOVIE NIGHT!  Our church 
will be showing The Good Lie in Dunlap Auditorium on tonight 
from 5-7pm.This is in preparation for the Thantastic Thursday on 
November 21 when Daniel Deng from Southern Sudan will be 
our guest speaker. All are welcome, no admission fee. 
 
THANTASTIC THURSDAY: On Thursday, November 21st our 
speaker will be Daniel Deng of the South Sudanese Community 
Diaspora Network.  Members of the Network held a conference 
at Grace Episcopal and Lex Pres in September.  Daniel has 
kindly agreed to return to Lex Pres to share the “good news” of 
the South Sudanese Diaspora Community’s efforts to implement 
sustainable peace and end violence in one of the more unstable 
countries in the world.  Dinner at 5:45pm, program at 6:30pm.  
Cost is $8/person or max $20/family.  RSVP by Tues., Nov. 19th.  
 
COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING SERVICE: The Lexington Area 
Ministerial Association will hold its Community Thanksgiving 
Service at St. Patrick’s Catholic Church on Sunday, November 
24, at 7:00 PM 
 

**Large Wreaths are Taken!  We still have openings for small 
wreaths and poinsettias** 

CHRISTMAS WREATHS: We need 8 small wreaths at $25/each 
Please contact the church office at admin@lexpres.org or 463-
3873 to order.  All orders will be received on a first-come first-
served basis no later than November 22nd.  
 
POINSETTIAS ORDERS ($12 each) will be taken on a first-
come, first-served basis until Friday, December 6th.  Please call 
the church office to or-der (or email: admin@lexpres.org) and 
give dedication information for the bulletin. 
 
WARM HEADS, WARM HEARTS: The Outreach Committee will 
be collecting socks, gloves and hats to give to our neighbors in 
need. The socks need to be new, but the gloves and hats may be 
gently used or new.  We welcome items for men, women, boys 
and girls. Just place the items in the donation boxes in the 
connector hallway (between Brady and the sanctuary) anytime 
during November (before Thanksgiving). 
 
MONTREAT:  Announcing the 50th Anniversary of the Music and 
Worship Conference June 21-26 2020.  The cottage is rented for 
June 21-26!  The Theme is “Great Cloud of Witnesses”  Call 
Barbara Winfrey 463-5500 for more information and plan to go 
this summer to Montreat in the Blue Ridge Mountains, near 
Asheville NC. 

Lexington Presbyterian Church  
           120 South Main Street  

Lexington, VA 24450 
              www.lexpres.org 

                                                        540-463-3873   
 SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

                                       17 November 2019 
  11:00 AM 

   
Please turn off cell phones and other electronic devices before worship begins. 

 
GATHERING OF THE PEOPLE 

 
 MUSIC OF PREPARATION     

   Romanze in G, op. 40    Ludwig van Beethoven 
    
 CALL TO WORSHIP   (from Psalm 103) 

Bless the LORD, O my soul and praise him, my inmost 
heart.  Bless the LORD, O my soul and remember his 
unchanging love:  

Who forgives you for your wrongdoing and 
heals you of  selfishness and fear. 

Who forgives you for your wrongdoing and heals you of 
selfishness and fear, who frees you from the darkest pit 
and crowns you with his compassion. 

 Bless the LORD, who pours light into you and 
makes you fresh and vivid as a child.   

   
 CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP   

O Thou from Whom All Blessings Flow   Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky 
 

 WELCOME 
 
 PRAYER OF ADORATION  

 
 HYMN 39          Great is Thy Faithfulness 

 
 A TIME OF CONFESSION   
  Prayer of Confession (unison) 

Gracious God, may we come before you this 

morning as the tax collector in Jesus’ story – 

humble and grieved by the many ways we miss 

the mark of the commandments you have given 

us.  And, may we not be like the proud religious 

man who felt that he had surely been a good man 

and was so much better than other folks.  For all 

of us have sinned and fall short of the glory you 

envision for us.  We confess that we have not 

loved you with our whole heart, soul and mind, 

nor have we loved our neighbor as ourselves. 

Please forgive us, and renew us with your Holy 

Spirit.   

 

http://www.lexpres.org/

