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 I was enormously enriched by the four week Wednesday evening study last month of the book 
Waking Up White, led by Deb Klein.  Thank you Deb.  And, thank you to the Co-Moderators of our de-
nomination who invited all PCUSA churches to read and study Waking Up White.  Thank you, as well, 
to all of you who read the book and participated in the weekly discussions. 
 The book’s author, Debby Irving, has given us a remarkable tool to help us face what many of 
us never realized we needed to face.  We misunderstand her purpose if we think her aim was to make 
any of us feel guilt.  Her aim was to help us discover what she discovered about herself…that is, what 
happens to the way we think and behave when we become more knowledgeable and aware of how 
systemic racism has impacted nearly every aspect of life for black people in this country.   
 What she also realized that she never realized before was the degree to which systemic racism 
has had and continues to have a powerful impact upon white people, too.  Consider these words Deb 
Klein shared from a sermon by Martin Luther King Jr.:  “We (i.e., white and black) are tied together in a 
single garment of destiny, caught in an inescapable network of mutuality.  Whatever affects one directly 
affects all indirectly.  For some strange reason I can never be what I ought to be until you are what you 
ought to be.  And you can never be what you ought to be until I am what I ought to be.  This is the way 
God’s universe is made; this is the way it is structured.”  King was echoing something the Apostle Paul 
had said, “When one suffers, we all suffer, when one rejoices, we all rejoice.”  
 As a conclusion to Deb’s class last month she provided the following quote from Irving’s book.  I 
want to provide this quote as a hopeful challenge to us all. 
 “Self-examination and the courage to admit bias and unhelpful inherited behaviors may be our 
greatest tools for change. Allowing ourselves to be vulnerable enough to expose our ignorance and in-
securities takes courage. And love. I believe the most loving thing a person, or a group of people, can 
do for another is to examine the ways in which their own insecurities and assumptions interfere with 
others’ ability to thrive. Please join me in opening your heart and mind to the possibility that you – yes, 
even well-intentioned you – have room to change and grow, so that you can work with people of all col-
ors and ethnicities to co-create communities that can unite, strengthen and prosper.”  (Irving, 249) 
 As we ponder what is next for us individually and as a church, I think Deb and Debby Irving 
have helped us take an important step.  Together may we have the courage, the willingness, and the 
faith to continue learning.  And with God's guidance may we become those who help interrupt the pow-
er of racism that makes all of us - black and white - less than God hopes us to be.  

   L'Chaim (To Life), 

NOTES FROM THE CLERGY 

November 

Preaching Schedule for November 
 
November 3  24

th
 Sunday after Pentecost Preacher:  William M. Klein 

   Texts:  Luke 19:1-10 Sermon: From Observer to Disciple 
   TIME CHANGE – daylight savings ends (fall back) 
 
November 10 25

th
 Sunday after Pentecost Preacher: William M. Klein 

   Texts: Psalm 145:1-5 Sermon: The Sweetest Thing of All 
 
November 17 26

th
 Sunday after Pentecost Preacher: Deborah H. Klein 

 
November 24 Christ the King Sunday Preacher: William M. Klein  
   Texts:  Col. 1:11-20 & Jer. 23:1-6 Sermon: The Fullness of God in Christ 
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WORSHIP NEWS 

Interfaith Events in November 
 
The public is invited to attend several interfaith and inter-collegiate gatherings at which Imam Yahya 
Hendi, Muslim Chaplain at Georgetown University in Washington, DC, will speak. All of the following 
events are free and open to the public:  
 

November 7-8  
1.  A Conversation with Imam Yahya Hendi: Judaism, Christianity and Islam: Confrontation or Coop-
eration?, 8:00 PM, Thursday, November 7, 2019 at Gillis Theater, Virginia Military Institute. Parking 
will be available in the lot north of the Center for Leadership and Ethics/Gillis Theater, in the pull-in 
spaces along the Parade Grounds and at W&L. 
2. Discussion With Imam Hendi and Muslim Prayers, 12:00-1:30 PM, Friday, November 8, Washing-
ton and Lee, Hillel Multipurpose Room, 204 W. Washington St. (Please contact Mohamed Kamara at 
kamaram@wlu.edu if you are interested in attending this event)  
3. Southern Virginia University Arts and Sciences Lecture Series.  A Continuing Conversation With 
Imam Hendi: Judaism, Christianity and Islam, 2:30 PM, Friday, November 8, Main Hall Ballroom. 
Parking is available along the main road.  
 

November 16-17  
1.  A Round Table on Chaplaincy: Keep the Faith, Serve the World, 2:30 PM, Saturday, November 
16, 2019 at Lexington Presbyterian Church, corner of Nelson and Main Streets in Lexington.  
2. Community Interfaith Prayer Service Reshaping the Lens: Embracing Otherness, 4:00 PM, Satur-
day, November 16, 2019 at Lexington Presbyterian Church, corner of Nelson and Main Streets in 
Lexington.  
3. Guest Speaker, Imam Hendi, at Grace Episcopal Church: Education Hour, 9 AM, and Liturgy at 
10:30 AM, Sunday, November 17, 2019 at Grace Episcopal Church, 123 W. Washington St.  
4.  Mediterranean Food Festival and Community Meal, 12:00 PM, Sunday, November 17, 2019 at 
Grace Episcopal Church, 123 W. Washington St. RSVP by Nov. 7 is required. Please call (540) 463-
4981 or visit the Rockbridge Interfaith Facebook page to make your reservation. Registration will be 
under the “events” tab and “Mediterranean Food Festival”.  
 
By bringing Imam Hendi on board, Georgetown University became the first American University to 
hire a full-time Muslim chaplain. He recently concluded 15 years of service as a Chaplain at the Na-
tional Naval Medical Center in Bethesda, MD. In addition, Imam Hendi is a Public Policy Conflict 
Resolution Fellow of the Center for Dispute Resolution of the University of Maryland School of Law 
and the Maryland Judiciary's Mediation and Conflict Resolution Office. He is also the founder and the 
President of Clergy Beyond Borders.  
 
Imam Hendi also serves as a member of the Islamic Jurisprudence Council of North America. He has 
served as an adjunct faculty member for Zanvyl Krieger School of Arts and Science and Osher's Life-
long Learning Institute of John Hopkins University, Fordham University and Hartford Seminary. Imam 
Hendi also teaches a very popular course at Georgetown University called: Inter-religious Encounter. 
Imam Hendi is a graduate of Hartford Seminary in Hartford, CT and received his early education in 
his home country of Palestine.  
 
Chaplain Hendi’s visit is being hosted by a group composed of Rockbridge Interfaith, clergy from the 
Lexington community and faculty from Virginia Military Institute, Washington & Lee and Southern Vir-
ginia University. For more information, please contact Rockbridge Interfaith by email at rockbridgein-
terfaith@gmail.com or visit the Rockbridge Interfaith Facebook page. 
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NOVEMBER EVENTS AT LEX PRES 

On Sunday, November 10th from 2:00—4:30pm, the congregation of Lexington Pres-
byterian Church will host a RISE AGAINST HUNGER meal packing event in Dunlap 
Auditorium. We will come together to pack about 15,000 meal packages – enough to 
make 90,000 individual meals. These events have real and visible impact not only to 

those to whom the meals will be sent but to all those involved in packing each meal.   
 - The cost is $0.29 cents for each meal package. If you would like to contribute, you may make a 
check out to Lexington Presbyterian Church with the memo line designated to RISE AGAINST HUN-
GER.   
 - It will take 50 to 60 volunteers about 2 ½ hours to pack the meals—we need all hands on deck to 
make this work! You will not believe the energy & excitement involved in this day’s activities so don’t 
miss it! 

COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING SERVICE 
The Lexington Area Ministerial Association will hold its Community Thanksgiving Service at St. 
Patrick’s Catholic Church on Sunday, November 24, at 7:00 PM.   

We’re Thankful for Thantastic Thursdays in November!  
 
Our Thantastic Thursday program on November 7 will be Erin Caldwell, President of Friends of Bar-
nabas (FOB).  Erin is originally from the Lexington area and is the daughter-in-law of Doug and 
Snookie Caldwell.  The mission of Friends of Barnabas (FOB) is to improve the lives of impoverished 
children in Honduras by providing high quality sustainable health care and enabling communities to 
become self-sufficient through health-related training and education.  Friends of Barnabas sends 
more than 250 volunteers to Honduras each year; these volunteers work side by side with FOB per-
manent staff on the ground who provide services year-round.  Come learn about the work this organ-
ization is doing to build a stronger Honduras and how you might be able to become in-
volved.   MENU: Breakfast for dinner! 
 
Nov 21: Thantastic Thursday on November 21 – Daniel Deng from Southern Sudan will be the guest 
speaker.  He walked out of Southern Sudan when he was seven years old.   Daniel was in Lexington 
the weekend of August 30 to attend the Conference of the South Sudanese Diaspora Network for 
Reconciliation and Peace.  He said at that time that he wanted to return to Lexington.  The six local 
churches who hosted the conference attendees are invited to attend this program.  MENU: Baked 
Chicken. 
 
NOTE: If anyone has suggestions for future Thantastic Thursday programs, 
we would like to hear them.  Please contact Neely Young or Cynthia Hintze 
with your suggestions. 
 
Our price for all meals: $8/person and $20 max / family.  
 
 Please note—no 3rd Sunday Brunch this month! 

YOU ARE INVITED TO A CHURCH MOVIE NIGHT! 
 

Our church will be showing The Good Lie in Dunlap Auditorium on Sunday, Novem-
ber 17th from 5-7pm. This is in preparation for the Thantastic Thursday on November 
21 when Daniel Deng from Southern Sudan will be our guest speaker.  All are wel-
come, no admission fee.  
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WARM HANDS, WARM HEARTS 
 

For the past several years, LexPres members have donated their used coats to help neighbors 
weather the winter. This year, the Outreach Committee hopes to cover the rest of the body by 

collecting socks, gloves and hats.  The socks need to be new, but gloves and 
hats may be gently used or new.  We welcome items for men, women, boys 
and girls. Bring your items to the church anytime during November and put 
them in the boxes in the Connector between the Sanctuary and Brady Chapel.  
We will collect all the items by Thanksgiving for area organizations that are 
able to distribute them quickly to our neighbors in need.  

Pledge letters have gone out and Pledge Sunday will be November 3. This is a short 
turnaround time, so please check out the budget information and get your pledges in.     
Thanks from the Financial Management Committee! 

WHEN FAITH HURTS 
 

Empowering Faith Communities to Recognize and Respond to Child Abuse and Neglect 
 

with support from Brittigan Endowment Fund 
of Lexington Presbyterian Church 

 
NOVEMBER 12 - 13, 2019 

8:30 AM TO 5:00 PM  
LEXINGTON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Sponsored by Project Horizon 
 
Join us for this FREE two-day course designed to empower faith communities to recognize and 
respond to child abuse. Topics include: 

 When Child Abuse Hits Home: Corporal Punishment, the  
      Law and the Faith Community 
 Understanding the Impact of Trauma on Children 
 Recognizing and Responding to Sexual Offenses committed by children 
 Addressing Emotional and Spiritual Injuries 
 Care in Action: A Collaboration between Faith and  
     Child Protective Communities 
 Responding to Allegations of Child Abuse within a congregation 

Wholeness and Healing 
 

You are invited to attend our monthly Wholeness and 
Healing Service.  This service is held the first Sunday 
of the month at 5:00 in the evening.  This 45-minute 
service will be led by your pastor and will include pray-
ers both general and specific, scripture reading, sing-
ing, and silence.  For those who may be so 
inclined, there will be opportunity for the 
laying on of hands.  Everyone interested is 
invited to attend the November 3 service. 

Daylight Savings 
Time ends on  

Sunday,  
November 3rd.  

  
Remember to set 
your clocks back  

1 hour! 

NOVEMBER EVENTS AT LEX PRES 
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A FOND FAREWELL TO SARAH 

To the congregation of Lexington Presbyterian Church -  Thank you! Those are simple words 
but let me say that those words hold worlds of gratitude and thankfulness for the festivities 
surrounding my retirement and birthday. (What a sneaky way to have a great birthday par-
ty!!) Your outpouring of love and appreciation took my breath away. Everything was over the 
top from the “Queen for the Day” to each matched place setting. Not a detail was left una-
dorned. I am grateful to each one who has made this experience joyful! 
 
And now to the future, you will see me occasionally at worship and perhaps at a Thantastic 
Thursday or two, but I won’t be a “regular” anymore at LexPres. I may occasionally fill in as 
preacher or be at a special event. As you all know, my tendency is to “jump in” on things, so I 
will have to work not to “jump in” like I used to. I hope you will all understand that I retired be-
cause it was time for me to step back. I look forward to other activities which will fill my time 
and interests.  And then there is Dylan…  With a grateful heart, I wish you all many bless-
ings.  
           Love,  Sarah 

The pictures above are from Sarah’s last message as Associate Pastor, Sarah receiving a farewell 
gift from the congregation, and her farewell dinner 
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PREPARE FOR CHRISTMAS! 

CHRISTMAS WREATHS 
We need 10 small wreaths at $25/each and 4 large wreaths at $30/each.  Please contact 
the church office at admin@lexpres.org or 463-3873 to order.   
 
All orders will be received on a first-come first-served  basis no later than November 22

nd
.   

 
Christmas wreaths will go up on Friday, November 29

th
. 

POINSETTIAS 
 
Orders for poinsettias ($12 each) will be taken on a first-come, first-served basis until Fri-
day, December 6th (late orders cannot be accepted).  Please call the church office to or-
der (or email kkennedy@lexpres.org) and give dedication information for the bulletin.  
Poinsettias will be placed for Sunday, December 15

th
 and will remain in place until the first 

Sunday in January.  

COMMUNITY CANDLELIGHT PROCESSIONAL & TREE LIGHTING  
 

This time-honored tradition will be on Friday, November 29
th
 at 5:30PM forming 

at the Main Street entrance to the Stonewall Jackson Cemetery and processing 
to Hopkins Green for carols and tree lighting. 
 
We Need Your Help—we’ll be serving hot cocoa for the tree-lighting ceremony at 
Hopkins green again this year. We could use help, mainly with pouring cocoa from pots into the igloo 
coolers and hoisting them into our vehicle.  Folks are also welcome to help serve. This is a great way 
to see everyone.  Please contact Elizabeth Lauck if you’d like to volunteer.  

From the Director of Music: SING/RING FOR CHRISTMAS! 
 
Many people tell us that our Advent/Christmas music is their favorite – something they look forward to 

all year long.  If you are one of these true lovers of Christmas music, 
why don’t you ACT on your enthusiasm and join one of our choirs for 
Christmas?! As November begins, we start to devote most of our choir 
preparation time to music for Lessons and Carols (this year on Sunday, 
December 22

nd
) and Christmas Eve (still on December 24

th
!).  If you’ve 

been thinking [or even if you haven’t, but maybe kind of should have 
been] about singing or ringing as part of your church life, NOW is the 
perfect time to join us for some of the most fun and uplifting music-

making of the year.  Beat back the ‘darkness blues’ of the end-of-the-year shortening days and light up 
your November and December with music of the season.  We welcome young and old to our singing 
fellowship:   
                

Youth Choir – Sundays at 9:15 in Room WF6. 
Adult Choir - Thursdays at 7:30 in Westfel. 
Handbell Choir – Sundays at 7:00 in WF2. 

 
Or contact me (wmccorkle@lexpres.org) or Mayumi (mayumi_smitka@yahoo.com). 
We hope to see/hear you in our midst!  
         - William McCorkle 

mailto:wmccorkle@lexpres.org
mailto:mayumi_smitka@yahoo.com
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OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE 

RARA Food Pantry  Food of the Month 
(November):   

Canned Fruit Lo Sugar 
 

Please leave the food in boxes in the  front hallway outside of the 
church office. 

Al Anon Meetings 
Family recovery is a process of healing and growth for family 
members affected by someone’s drinking.  This process helps 
these individuals make healthier life choices and develop relation-
ships that are more positive and supportive.  Al Anon meets: 

 Saturdays:  11:15AM (open) at Grace Episcopal Church. 

 Call 1-888-425-2666 for more information concerning Al 
Anon.  All meetings are non-smoking meetings.   

Alcoholics Anonymous Meetings 
Alcoholics Anonymous a life-giving tool for folks seeking to man-
age alcohol addiction.    
AA meets at Grace Episcopal Church: 
 Mondays: 7:30 AM            
 Tuesdays: 6:30PM (beginners);  
      8:00 PM (  meeting) 
 Wednesdays: noon (open meeting)  
 Thursdays:  7:30 AM 
 Fridays:  8:00 PM (open meeting) 
 Saturdays: 10:00AM(open meeting) 
 Saturdays and Sundays-hospital at 8:00 PM (open 
meetings) 
 
All meetings are non-smoking meetings.  
Call 463-3411 for more information. 

RAFIKI REPORT 
Thank you so much for your generous gift which makes the work of Rafiki possible.  God so 
faithfully answers prayers for the support we need, both for finances and for people.  We 
thank God that seven new missionaries just completed their training here at our Home Of-
fice in late July and will, by God’s grace, be headed out to serve in our Villages in the com-
ing months. Please visit our website and read about Allison Cannon, Doris Anema, Amber 
Jackson, Sarah McMahon, Kiley Bronke, and Girum Jiru and Tigist Jima.  Most of all, 

please pray for these new Rafiki missionaries as they follow God’s call to serve His beloved people in 
Africa.  
Seven teachers-college students recently completed the Rafiki Institute of Classical Education (RICE) 
certificate course.  We continue to make progress with the government in receiving certification for our 
RICE graduates and approval from the Presbyterian University of East Africa (PUEA) for our diploma 
course.   
In November of this year, Rafiki will host the first classical Christian education conference on the conti-
nent of Africa in Kenya.  Invitations for the conference were recently sent out.  We look forward to a 
time of learning and fellowship.   
Prayer Requests:  
1. For God to provide homestay families for children without family ties to learn about their culture and 

establish conversations in the community during school breaks.  
2. For God to raise up 400 additional orphan sponsors and 300 more day student scholarships 

3. For stability and peace during national elections 
 

For further information, please see www.rafikifoundation.org 

 
 
 
 
 
Volunteers:  You can give without loving, but you cannot 
love without giving. However, you can give and receive by 
volunteering for The Community Table. Our volunteers are 
next needed for Monday, November 11th. New volunteers 
welcomed. Sign-up in Murray Hall or contact Liz Gordon at 
saddleup4travel@comcast.net. 
 
Desserts:-November 25th: Calling all bakers. Novem-
ber 25 is Lexington Presbyterians day to provide desserts 
for The Community Table. For November we are preparing 
pumpkin pies. If you are able to prepare one or two, please 
contact Mary Beth Baker (mbbaker35@yahoo.com or 463-
9563).   
Desserts maybe left in Brady Chapel kitchenette by noon 
on Monday or delivered directly to The Community Table 
(350 Spotswood Drive) between 2 and 5:30pm. We pre-
pare desserts for 170 people so we need lots of bakers. 

Prayer Shawls are always in season. 
Please consider joining us on the 2nd and 
4th Mondays of the month in room 111, 
from 9:30-11am. There is yarn available in 
the cabinet.  However, we all have our 
own favorite brand of yarn.  Please take 

note that yarn should be washable and non-wool.  Our 
treasury will be open to pay for yarn that you purchase to 
make these shawls.  Just submit a receipt to be reim-
bursed.  We appreciate and thank you for your efforts.  
   - Betty Dahl, Phone: 463-2347 
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Save the Date:  On Sunday, January 5, 2020, the Campus Ministry Subcommittee will 
hold its third annual brunch for our LPC students returning to colleges and universities 
and for our high school seniors scheduled to graduate in May 2020.  All of these students 
and their parents are invited.  Look for more information and invitations as we approach 
late November and early December .  

FROM THE DIRECTOR OF CULINARY MINISTRIES 
Sarah’s Party Cake 

At Sarah Hill’s Sunday lunch after church, I served a yellow cake with caramel buttercream frosting.  
Many of you have requested the recipe, so here it is!  Enjoy.   Skip 
 
The Cake:  I used a yellow Duncan Hines cake mix and substituted melted butter for the oil, milk for 
the water, and added an extra egg.  I baked it according to the directions on the box.  Let it cool while 
preparing the frosting. 
 
The Frosting:  1 Cup Brown Sugar, ½ Cup Butter, Cubed,  ¼ Cup Milk, 2 to 2 ½ Cups Powdered 
Sugar, 1 Teaspoon Vanilla 
Instructions:  In a heavy saucepan, combine the brown sugar, butter and milk.  Cook and stir over low 
heat until the brown sugar is dissolved.  Increase the heat to medium and cook for 3-6 minutes until 
either bubbles form in the center of the pan or the mixture turns amber. Remove from heat and place 
mixture in a mixer bowl. Cool to room temperature.  Add vanilla and powdered sugar and mix well un-
til creamy and correct consistency. 
 
Note:  Poppy Orendorf prepared this frosting for Sarah’s cake.  The original recipe did not call for va-
nilla but she added it and we all agreed that it made a big difference.  Thanks, Poppy  

ANNOUNCING the 50th Anniversary of the Music and Worship Conference June 21-26 2020. 
Attention  LPC Church Family: This is OUR week to be at Montreat!  The 
cottage is rented for June 21-26!  The Theme is “Great Cloud of Wit-
nesses”  For  website with  video  google  “2020 Worship and Music 
Conference”  Check it out: https://www.presbymusic.org/montreat. 
 
Call Barbara Winfrey 463-5500 for more information and plan to go this 
summer to Montreat in the Blue Ridge Mountains, near Asheville NC:  
(You’ll be FOREVER glad you did!) 

Did you know there are about 60-65 children being served by 
the Rockbridge Area Department of Social Services, but only 
seven foster homes in the county?  We need more support 
for foster care in our area.  Even if you are not being called to 
be a foster parent, there are still many ways that you can 
help. You and your family are invited to "Foster Rockbridge," a 

dinner and information event held at Lexington Baptist Church on Friday, November 15th from 5:30 - 
8pm.   Dinner and childcare are free!   Please contact Jordan Labiosa at 540-597-5349 
or jlabiosa@intercepthealth.com.  You can also  find more information and register online at the fol-
lowing link: www.fosterrockbridge.com. 

ADDITIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Minutes from the Regular Meeting of the Session, Oct 3, 2019 

Congregational Information:   
B.   Births:  Elliot Alexander Parker-Bick (9/20/19) son of 
Nealin Parker and Alex Bick. 
C.   Deaths: Margaret (Tunnie) Lillian Montgomery Padgett 
(9/24/19   
H.   Transfers:  Kittie B. Bishop to inactive roll; Faith Pinho to 
inactive roll   
I.    Current Membership:  512 (1 death and 2 to inactive roll) 
4. Communications:  
Thank you from Union Presbyterian Seminary for gift of $250 
to the Annual Fund. 
Thank you from Massanetta Springs for a gift of $100 
 
Christian Education (Sarah Hill) 
 For Information:   
The unexpected departure of John Turnbull on September 18 
has prompted Bill Klein to inquire from Shenandoah Presby-
tery for an interim person to fill some of the duties of both 
John and Sarah Hill with her retirement coming in mid-
October 
2.  Children’s Subcommittee: 
Continued need for volunteers for Enrichment. 
Youth Subcommittee:   
Parents and other interested folks (i.e., Chris and Jen Handy) 
are filling in on Youth Group meetings until more permanent 
solutions can be arranged. 
 4.  Campus Ministry Subcommittee 
Many interested Rats/Cadets in host family; divided up to 
accommodate everyone.  
Several W&L students stayed for Sept. brunch. 
 
 5.  Adult Education Subcommittee  
 a)  Book discussion of Waking Up White by Debbie Irving.  
The discussion being led by Deb Klein.  ~ 30 participants in 
1st 2 of 4 gatherings. 
6.  Sheila K. N. Colón and Janine M. Hathorn have agreed to 
co-chair the Christian Education  Committee. 
 
Communications (Elder Keeley) 
For Information:   
Updating church router – Cisco outdated 
 
Congregational Life 
For Information:  
1.  Upcoming events 
a) Thantastic Thursday start date – 10/10. 
For Action: none 
Financial Management (Elder Ward)    
 A.For Information:  Major Report 
Online giving has been set up through ACS/Realm.  Looking 
into training. 
Committee chairs – encouraged to schedule a Life of the 

Church to talk about the wonderful ways they spend the con-
gregation’s generous gifts. 
B.   For Action:  none  
 
Outreach (Elder Luecke) 
For Information:  
1.  Peace and Global Witness Offering (Oct. 6) will be di-
rected to the Casa Mariposa Detention Visitation Program in 
Tucson, which works with immigrant needs. 
Sept 18 meeting of committee – dealt with issues related to 
homelessness.  Jen Handy (RARA) spoke to the committee. 
 
Personnel (Elder Bryan) 
      A. For Information:   
1.  Matters related to saying goodbye to Sarah (events 
planned on October 6, 10 and 13). 
2.Exploring possibility of an interim Christian Educator/
Associate pastor.  An ordained minister was 
 Interviewed today as an Interim Associate Minister to work 
part time.  She is looking into other  
 possibilities and is thinking about our position.  
B.For Action:  
     1.  There was a motion from the Financial Management 
Committee to pay John Turnbull’s health 
care insurance premium through the end of September.  It 
was approved by common consent. 
 
Property (Elder Lauck) 
A.  For Information:  
1.  Light over organ will be repaired when the heat sensor is 
available (Shawn Bogar, electrician) 
2.  The courtyard project will be put on hold until funds are 
available. 
3.  Valley Boiler is back online for the winter.  They inspected 
the boilers last week and we are ready for the heating sea-
son.  We are on a contract with them. 
4.  Our annual fire inspection is due.  Last week we had Trent 
Roberts (fire marshal) and Steve Paulk (building inspector) to 
evaluate Dunlap for capacity.  Dunlap rating:  150 seated with 
tables, 175 chairs only –During the inspection of Dunlap, they 
saw the exit lights were not charged.  This resulted in a dis-
cussion about safety and the scheduling for an inspection.  
Inspection scheduled for Monday, September 23, 2019 at 
9:00 a.m.  Skip met with them for the inspection.  Results of 
the inspection to be shared with Session. 
 
Worship (Elder Smith) 
For Information: 
 Teams for the Lord’s Supper preparation and coffee fellow-
ship are being organized. 
For Action:  none  
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Financial Management Committee—Major Report 

Membership 
Jack Bovay   David Dugan             Mac Felts 
Jerry Jackson   John Jensen             Hardin Marion 
Bob Moreschi (ex officio) Tom Shupe  Mary Ellena Ward (Chair) 
 
Duties(2019 updates in italics) 
NOMINATE annually to Session members of the congregation to assist the committee in carrying out its re-

sponsibilities: church Treasurer and Financial Secretary.  
Bob James has assumed the duties of assistant treasurer. 

OVERSEE the receiving, accounting procedures, and investing of all funds of the church; 
ESTABLISH all internal accounting and administrative controls; EVALUATE their effectiveness periodically.  

The chart of accounts has received some adjustments. This process will continue as we migrate to the 
Realm accounting package. 

CHOOSE investment advisors and depositories, SELECT an appropriate mix of investments, and periodical-
ly REPORT results of investing, financing, and operating activities to Session.  
All the endowments funds except for the Moses endowment are invested in the Vanguard Total Stock 
Market Index Fund (VTSAX). Moses is invested in the Vanguard Dividend Growth Fund (VDIGX), which 
is focused specifically on dividend-paying companies. 

DETERMINE when borrowing funds is necessary and arrange for loans (pending congregational approval); 
ASSURE compliance with applicable tax statutes and regulations; 
DETERMINE annual funds available from investments for expenditure from service accounts and notify the 

appropriate committees.  
For 2020 we will be using a more conservative 5% payout. 

ARRANGE and REVIEW the annual report of an audit committee. 
An audit committee reviewed our processes and controls. Several recommendations are being evaluated 
for implementation. 

OBTAIN insurance of appropriate type and amount on church property and equipment; 
PROVIDE the Administrative Council with materials and assistance necessary to craft the annual proposed 

budget.  
The proposed 2020 asking budget has been approved by Session. The summary and pledge letter will be 
mailed to the congregation shortly.  

SELECT a Count Team and define its duties in counting, depositing, and reporting plate contributions during 
worship.  
David Dugan has stepped down as the coordinator for the team and Jessica Willett has assumed those 
duties. Members are: Courtney Baker (lead), David Dugan (lead), Jane Ellington, Mac Felts, Linda 
Franke, David Hawkins (lead), Joan Klussmann, Jack Page (lead), Emily Reel, Wendell Smith, Mary Elle-
na Ward (lead), Jessica Willett and Will Woody. 

ORGANIZE and IMPLEMENT the annual financial stewardship campaign. Pledge Sunday has not yet been 
designated. The absence of the chair during most of September has delayed some planning. 

ORGANIZE and IMPLEMENT any special fund-raising canvass, as directed by the Session.  
The collections for the Klein Fund are ongoing. In addition there has been a special request for contribu-
tions toward a gift to celebrate Sarah Hill’s pending retirement. 

SUPPORT stewardship education; RECOMMEND to Session ways and means to promote stewardship of 
time, energy, and talent, as well as money. 
Session has approved the implementation on online/credit card giving. The Committee chose ACS/Realm 
as the vendor. Procedures are being established and training will be available shortly for the congrega-
tion. 

OVERSEE the use of funds allocated by Session.  
During 2019 there continued to be over-budget expenses. This has led to some depletion of our endow-
ment funds. In 2020 we anticipate not only a more austere budget, but tighter controls over unbudgeted 
requests. 
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