
  

 

 

 

Take a Closer Look Bill Klein 

 

July 2019 

Waking Up White—Join Us for the Conversation Deb Klein 

With July here summer is in full bloom.  I hope you all are enjoying the 
longer days, some fresh fruits and vegetables, family gatherings, and old-
fashioned porch time.   

Although September seems a long while away, I want to tell you about 
an opportunity that will take place on four Wednesday evenings in the fall.  
Our Christian Education Committee is inviting our church family to read and 
discuss the book Waking Up White and Finding Myself in the Story of Race 
by Debby Irving.  This study will build upon the book discussions we had in 
2018 leading up to our Festival of Faith with the Rev. Roger Gench, our 
guest preacher and teacher.    

The author of Waking Up White is now a racial justice educator, after 
spending twenty-five years as a community organizer and school educator 
in Boston.  She has come to understand that racism is not about people not liking each other, but 
rather it has to do with a number of invisible forces that undermine our best efforts and intentions 

 (continued on Page 2)  

 

Summertime is here.  As hot as it got toward 
the end of May it seems as if Summer has been 
here for a while.  But then the first week of June 
we had a glorious reprieve. Be that as it may, this 
is a time of year to get outside if at all possible.   

A bunch of years ago now, I was cycling on the 
Blue Ridge Parkway and had stopped at an over-
look for a much needed breather. A car pulled 
alongside me. The driver rolled down the window 
and said, “Hey, where is the view?” Of course the 
view was all around him. I didn’t quite know how 
to reply. 

Environmentalist Edward Abbey once suggest-
ed the world is meant to be experienced. He said 
too often people can’t see what is right in front of 
them. If that guy on the Parkway had asked him 
the same question he might have replied, “In the 

first place you can’t see anything from a 
car. You’ve got to get out of the contraption 
and walk, better yet, crawl…on hands and 
knees, over the sandstone and through the 
thornbushes. When traces of blood begin 
to mark your trail you’ll see something…
maybe.”  (Lane, Belden C. 2015. Back-
packing With the Saints: Wilderness Hiking 
as Spiritual Practice. NY: Oxford University 
Press, quoting from Abbey’s book, Desert 
Solitaire) 

Whatever it takes, may we all see some-
thing this month that will astonish us and fill 
us with awe and gratitude. 

   L'Chaim (To Life), 
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Summer Worship 
Our summer schedule continues with a single  

10 a.m. worship service each Sunday. These 

services take place in the sanctuary and are a 

blend of the two services we hold the rest of the 

year.  Our regular worship schedule will resume 

on Sunday, Sept. 2.  

The Johnsons Are Coming! 

Saturday and Sunday, July 20-21, our missionaries to Zambia, Charles and 

Melissa Johnson, will be here to update us on their work including the latest 

on the Phalaza health clinic. LexPres contributed major funding for this life-

changing clinic, which in addition to providing medical care, will have a well 

with drinking water available to the entire community.   

Come hear all about it and the other exciting work they are doing, such as  

sustainable agriculture and women's health programs. They will speak Sun-

day at the 10 a.m. worship service and at a brunch to follow. They may 

make an additional presentation on Saturday; details to follow.  

Preaching Schedule for July 
 
July 7  4th Sunday after Pentecost Preacher: Sarah L. Hil 

July 14 5th Sunday after Pentecost Preacher: Sarah L. Hill 

July 21 6th Sunday after Pentecost Preacher: Charles Johnson 

July 28 7th Sunday after Pentecost Preacher: William M. Klein 
  Texts:  Luke 11:1-13 & Ps. 121 Sermon: Guest at Midnight 

Assisting with Worship 
If you would like to assist with Sunday morn-

ing worship leadership, you will find a sign-up 

sheet in the church office. Simply write your 

name on the space for the Sunday you would 

be available and Bill Klein or Sarah Hill will 

be in touch with you the preceding week. 

Join Us for the Conversation, continued from Page 1 

to make things better. Debby Irving has said, “If you want to change the visible – first, change the 

invisible.” Beginning to see the invisible forces that have fueled systemic racism in our country is 

what this book offers. Irving invites us to listen in as she “woke up” to the privilege of being white, 

and invites us to examine our sense of “whiteness” as well. So, on behalf of the Christian Educa-

tion Committee, I invite you to find a copy of this book at our public library, local book stores, or 

from an online store and begin reading.  In doing so, you will be joining Presbyterian Churches all 

across our country who are doing the same thing, at the invitation of our Co-Moderators in 2017.   I 

promise you, the book will make you feel uncomfortable, but discomfort with systemic racism is a 

sign that God is working on us to learn and change and love each other better.   

We will have four consecutive Wednesday evening opportunities to come and discuss this 

book: September 18 & 25, and October 2 & 9, 7–8 p.m. in Brady Chapel. I will be the convener for 

these discussions and firmly trust that God’s Spirit will guide and hold us as we attempt to wake up 

to a deeper understanding of ourselves, especially in relationship to all of God’s children.   

With love and hope for many summer blessings, 
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Service of Prayer for Wholeness and Healing  
You are invited to our monthly Wholeness and Healing Service held the first 

Sunday at 5 p.m. This 45-minute service, led by your pastor, will include pray-

ers both general and specific, scripture reading, singing, and silence.  For 

those who may be so inclined, there will be opportunity for the laying on of 

hands.  Everyone interested is invited to attend the July 7 service. 

South Sudan Diaspora Peace Network  

Meeting Here Labor Day Weekend  
Help welcome the Sudanese delegates coming to Lexington on Labor Day weekend: The South 

Sudanese Diaspora Network for Reconciliation and Peace (SSDNRP) is striving to create an envi-

ronment for the diverse community of South Sudan to work together for peace through dialogue 

and to open up avenues for reconciliation.  The network is engaged in cross-cultural dialogue that 

fosters respect for one another, promotes justice, and works to counteract tribalism to end oppres-

sion, hate, violence and conflict.   

What do they need? 

A comfortable place to talk—They will use our sanctuary and meet-

ing rooms all day on Saturday, August 31. 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.  

A welcoming place to stay—They will stay with host families from 

local churches. Lex Pres families are needed to host 12 to 15 people, 

at least two at each house, Friday evening, August 30
 
through the 

morning of Sunday, September 1.  

Continental breakfast—(No pork),  provided by host families on Saturday morning. 

Transportation—We may need carpool drivers to take people to and from their host families 

mornings at 9 and evenings at 9. 

Hosts—We may need hosts around the church on Saturday to answer questions and guide people 

to venues around town.  

All other activities will take place at Grace Episcopal Church and other local churches.  Contact 

Margie Page 463-9606 or margie_page@hotmail.com for more information and forms for hosting. 

Suggested reading 

A Rope from the Sky by Zach Vertin (available from Margie Page). 

The Red Pencil by Andrea Pinkney (available from Rockbridge Regional Library) 

Why Haven’t You Left? Letters by Marc Nikkel (Episcopal missionary to Sudan) 

When the elephants 
fight, it is the grass 
that suffers. 

African Proverb  
cited in Home of the Brave.  

by Katherine Applegate  

Yard Sale to Support Peace Summit 

Grace Episcopal Church will hold a yard sale at their 

church from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturday, July 13. Pro-

ceeds will go to support the Sudanese Peace Summit 

at the end of August.  Bring donations for the sale to 

Lisa in the Grace office and please plan to attend. 

mailto:margie_page@hotmail.com
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Congratulations Kate & John 
 

Our congratulations to John Turnbull (our Director of Youth and their Families) and Kate Gar-

den who were married at Second Presbyterian Church in Roanoke on June 8.   

 
 

Youth and Families:  

Celebrate at a Cookout! 

All youth and their families are invited to a cookout for  

John and Kate on Sunday, July 28 from 5 to 8 p.m.  

at the Baker home, 255 Poplar Hill Road.  

The Bakers will provide meat and drinks.  

Please bring a dish to share.  

Vacation Bible School, July 1-3, 9 to noon 

at Lexington Presbyterian Church 

with Trinity Methodist, Manly Memorial 

Baptist, and Grace Episcopal churches. 

For ages 4 through rising 6th-graders. 

To register, go to www.lexpres.org 

As a fund-raising project, a Victorian multi-level doll-
house was built to be raffled off. The house has three 
stories, six rooms, a wrap-around porch, two entranc-
es, and bay windows.  
 

Tickets: $10 each or 10 for $90  
(proceeds benefit Rockbridge Area Habitat) 

 
Drawing July 3 at end of Vacation Bible School 

Tickets available at the church office  
or from Sarah Hill. 
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Rafiki Report 
 

News from Erica Roberts, Missionary from Appomatox  
Erica Robertson is the young missionary from Appomatox who has spoken in this church several 

times over the nine years she has been in Africa. As of this spring, Erica has a new job. She will be 

working in the Rafiki Home Office in Eustis, FL as Orphan Case and Schools Manager. True to his 

nature, as Erica says, “God prepared me for this position” through her past experiences. 

In 2010 when Erica arrived in Rwanda, she was headmaster of the Rafiki school. “God was so 

gracious to allow me to ‘cut my teeth’ in such a small school. Our highest grade was kindergarten.” 

She opened the primary school, trained new teachers and saw the children grow in the knowledge 

of God and the world.  

Three years later in 2013, Erica moved to Nigeria where she was the headmaster of a huge 

school. They graduated the first set of students the very next year. In Nigeria, she learned about 

national exams, teenagers, developing secondary teachers, managing day-student admissions and 

training nationals for positions of leadership. It was a challenging five years that helped prepare her 

for the future.  

For the past year Erica has been on sabbatical leave, working in the home office. She began 

working on a master’s degree in classical Christian Education at Knox University. She recently 

bought a house into which her parents helped her move. 

May God continue to bless Erica as she encourages, advises, and helps Rafiki staff in the field in 

her new position.  

Prayer requests: For Erica: wisdom, patience, and joy in her new job. For Village directors: wis-

dom in dealing with governments regarding renewal of licenses, visas, and purchasing reliable vehi-

cles. For new Rafiki missionaries: to settle and adapt quickly to the culture and and their new re-

sponsibilities. 

May Offerings: Koinonia $12; Bible History, $4, Sunday School, $11.27; Total, $27.27. 

For more information and to learn how you can further support Rafiki, visit their website: 

www.rafikifoundation.org 

Al Anon  
Family recovery is a process of healing and growth for 
family members affected by someone’s drinking.  This 
process helps individuals make healthier life choices 
and develop relationships that are more positive and 
supportive.  Al Anon meets:  

Grace Episcopal Church 

Saturdays:  11:15 a.m.  
(open meeting)  

 

Call 1-888-425-2666  
for more information concerning Al Anon.   

All meetings are non-smoking .   

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Alcoholics Anonymous is a life-giving tool for folks 
seeking to manage alcohol addiction.    

Meetings at Grace Episcopal Church 
Mondays 7:30 a.m. (open meeting)       
Tuesdays 7 p.m. (beginners)  
Wednesdays Noon (open meeting)  
Fridays 8 p.m. (open meeting) 
Saturdays  10 a.m. (open study group) 

Meetings at Stonewall Jackson Hospital: 
Saturdays 8 p.m. (open meeting) 
Sundays 7 p.m. (open meeting)  

 
All meetings are non-smoking. Call 463-3411 for more 
information. 

http://www.rafikifoundation.org/
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Recipe of the Month: Chilled Asparagus 
Our Father’s Day lunch was a great success. I had many requests for the recipe for Chilled Aspara-

gus with marinade, so here it is!  Skip 
 

There are many ways to cook asparagus. Some folks like them crisp and some like them cooked 

until very soft. This recipe is for crisp asparagus but feel free to cook them longer if you wish.  

           Ingredients: 

 Approximately 32 stalks asparagus washed and 

  trimmed 

 Approximately 6 quarts of salted waster 

 Kosher Salt 

 2 Lemons, juiced 

 2 Tablespoons white wine vinegar 

 1 Teaspoon honey 

 2 Tablespoons smooth Dijon mustard 

 4 Tablespoons of really good olive oil 

 2 Tablespoons granulated sugar 

Directions: For al dente asparagus, bring water to a boil and add salt. Add asparagus and 

cook for exactly 6 minutes. Remove from water and immediately put into ice water to stop the cook-

ing process. Allow asparagus to sit in water until chilled. This is most important: asparagus must be 

dry before sauce is applied. Place a dish towel on a tray and place a single layer of asparagus on it. 

Top with another towel and repeat until all of the asparagus 

are covered. Refrigerate at least 2 hours or better, overnight. 

Prepare marinade: Place sugar, lemon juice, white wine vine-

gar, honey, mustard and olive oil in a blender. Blend until well 

mixed. Marinade may be made a day before, but remember 

to blend again before serving. To serve, arrange asparagus 

on platter and lightly pour marinade over them or better yet, 

place a bowl of marinade in the center of the tray and let your 

guests spoon it on themselves! Enjoy. 

 

 

A Meal and A Mural—Our Father’s Day lunch 

in Dunlap Auditorium was well attended and, 

as always seems to happen, when Skip Hess 

opens the door, volunteers show up to help 

cook! Shown above with Skip are Linda 

Franke, Ron Orendorf, and the asparagus 

chef, Kevin Burke.  At right, Mary Beth Baker is 

assisted by daughter, Ellie, and Anna and Kar-

la Murdock in producing a mural for the audito-

rium. It’s not yet complete, but stop by for a 

look and give a splash of color to your day! 



7 

 

Find Your Place  

at The Community Table 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteer: Set-up volunteers only (1-2:30 p.m.) are needed for the Community Table on Monday, 

July 8. VMI campers are serving and cleaning up. A sign-up sheet is available in Murray Hall or you 

can contact our new coordinator,  

Liz Gordon at saddleup4travel@comcast.net. 

 

Make a Pie: On July 22, we are providing Frozen Lemonade Pie for the Table. A sign -up sheet 

and copies of the recipe are available in Murray Hall. Desserts may be left in Brady Chapel Kitchen-

ette by noon on June 24 or delivered to the Community Table, ground floor of the Rockbridge Area 

Relief Association building at 350 Spotswood Drive (next to the hospital) between 2 and 5:30.  

 

Come and Eat—Enjoy bug-free picnic dinners at The Community Table this summer! The cooler 

suppers include hot dogs, hamburgers and every kind of salad you can think of, plus dessert. And 

wait ’till you see who serves you. Could be your doctor, or pastor or next-door neighbor. Meals are 

free, but you can also donate. Easy parking.  

 

Note:  Only Set-up volunteers (1-2:30 p.m.) are needed for Monday, July 8 

 

 

Summer Hours for the Church Office 

9 to 3, Monday through Friday 
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