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  Martin Luther (1483-1546) remembered his time as a young student at University of 
Erfurt, Germany, where a large, apron-clothed butcher ran out of his shop one day, chasing him and 
several other boys who had been looking through his window.  The butcher was furiously waving 
sausages in the air as he pursued them, eager to give them away…but the boys misunderstood his 
enthusiasm for anger and ran in the opposite direction.  All of his life, Luther had feared an angry, 
demanding God, only to discover in the end that God had been wanting to love and forgive all along.  
(Lane, Belden C.  2015.  Backpacking With the Saints: Wilderness Hiking as Spiritual Practice.  NY: Oxford University 

Press, 131) 
 It took years for Luther to shed his misconception…to realize how mistaken he was about who 
God was, about what God wanted for him, and therefore about who he could be.  Why did it take so 
long for a thoughtful Christian like him to shed ideas about God that were 180° from God’s true na-
ture?  Why are so many people in our own day more ready to think of God as judgmental than as 
loving? 

Do your notions of God lead you to keep God and God’s grace-filled intentions at arm’s 
length?   

Too many people want nothing to do with God…when in reality the God they want nothing to 
do with is a God that does not really exist.  What I mean is that too many people think God is little 
more than a heavenly evil eye.  For these folks God is a cruel judge.  What Luther discovered was 
that that God does not exist…that what he had always thought about God was mistaken…that the 
real God was and is loving and forgiving. 

I believe it is up to us as the church to help correct people’s misconception.  My charge to you 
is to let folks know who your God is and who your God is not.  

                     L'Chaim (To Life), 
 

June  
NOTES FROM THE CLERGY 

Service of Prayer for Whole-
ness and Healing  

You are invited to attend our monthly 
Wholeness and Healing Service.  This 
service is held the first Sunday of the 
month at 5:00 in the evening.  This 45 

minute service will be led by your pastor and will 
include prayers both general and specific, scrip-
ture reading, singing, and silence.  For those 
who may be so inclined, there will be opportunity 
for the laying on of hands.  Everyone interested 
is invited to attend the June 2 service. 

We will begin our Summer 
Worship Schedule on Sun-
day, June 2.  We will have a 
single 10:00 AM worship ser-

vice each Sunday during Summer.  These ser-
vices will take place in the sanctuary and will be a 
blend of the two services we hold the rest of the 
year.  The regular worship schedule will resume 
on Sunday, Sept. 2, the first Sunday in Septem-
ber. Summer Office Hours: Monday—Friday: 
9:00am—3:00pm 

Grandparents:  
Jack & Leslie Bovay:   

Matthew Zhang 
Bovay  

born April 30th  

Grandparents: 
 Rich & Susie Has-

tings: Campbell Gar-
land Chenery  
born May 13th  

Grandfather: 
 Ricardo Haston: 

Kaitlyn Dannelle Has-
ton  

born May 15th 

NEW BIRTHS! WELCOME! 

Philip Blackburn joined 
the church on Sunday, 
May 26th by reaffirma-
tion of faith.   

Welcome Philip! 
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WORSHIP NEWS 
Preaching Schedule for June 2019 

 
June 2  7

th
 Sunday of Easter Preacher:  William M. Klein 

   Texts:  Acts 16:16-40 & Jn. 17:20-26 Sermon: Set Free – Now What 
 
June 9  Pentecost Preacher: William M. Klein 
   Texts:  Acts 2:1-13 Sermon: Re-Enchantment of Creation 
 
June 16  Trinity Sunday  Preacher: William M. Klein 
   Texts:  Rm. 5:1-5 & Joel 2:24-29 Sermon: Realistic and Hopeful 
 
June 23  2

nd
 Sunday after Pentecost Preacher: William M. Klein 

   Texts:  Lk. 8:26-39; 1 Ki. 19:1-15a, Ps. 42:1-2 Sermon: Life is Hard...But 
    Grace Abounds 
 
June 30  3

rd
 Sunday after Pentecost Preacher: William M. Klein 

   Texts:  Lk. 9:51-62 & 1 Sam. 3:1-10 Sermon: Evading God’s Call  

MEET OUR ZAMBIA MISSIONARIES 
 
Save the dates: Saturday and Sunday, July 20-21, 2019.  Why?  To meet with our missionaries to 

Zambia, Charles and Melissa Johnson, who will be here at LexPres to give an update 
on their work, including the latest news about the health clinic in Phalaza.  LexPres 
provided major funding for this life-changing clinic, which in addition to providing 
medical care, will include a drinking water well available to the entire community.   
 
Come hear all about it and the other exciting work they are doing, including sustaina-
ble agriculture and women's health programs.  They will speak Sunday morning at 
the 10 am worship service and at a special brunch following the service.  They may 
make an additional presentation on Saturday; details to follow.  Mark your calendars: 
July 20-21, 2019! 

THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS! 
 

Congregational Life Committee hosted a thank 
you party for all those who gave their time and tal-
ents throughout the year for brunches, Thantastic 
Thursdays, and other special events.  About 35 
volunteers attended the dinner. 

REMIND YOU OF DAD? 
 
On Sunday, June 16th, our 
Culinary Ministries Team will 
host a Father’s Day Lunch, 
complete with chicken salad 
croissants, potato salad, vege-
table sides, and brownie sun-
dae bar for dessert!  In Dunlap 
Auditorium after the 10:00am 
worship.  Cost $6/person, $16/family, under 5 eat 
free. All are welcome—come enjoy a relaxing & 
special time with friends and family.  Please RSVP 
by Wednesday, June 12th. 

MONTREAT MUSIC AND WORSHIP 
CONFERENCE IS HERE! 

This duck family picture was taken near Lake 
Susan at Montreat. Just a reminder of the di-
verse natural beauty you’ll find at Montreat.  
There are still several family/single rooms in the 
LPC’s rented Cottage at Montreat, NC Music & 

Worship Confer-
ence June 16-22.  
Call  Barbara Win-
frey for details and 
room signup. 
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GUIDE TO SPECIAL OFFERINGS 
LexPres members are uncommonly generous with their time, talents and treasure.  In addition to pledging to 
support the church’s annual operation and benevolence, we respond with open hearts to specific causes 
throughout the year.    
 
On Pentecost Sunday, June 9, our church and many other Presbyterian churches around the coun-
try will collect a special offering.  It is one of four seasonal offerings sponsored by the Presbyterian Church 
USA each year to address various missions and needs.  The Pentecost Offering supports ministries for 
youth and programs that serve at-risk children.  
The Pentecost Offering is divided between the church and PCUSA missions.  Forty percent of the 
money collected through this offering will remain with our church. Our young people, with John Turnbull’s 
guidance, will direct how it can best support the needs of at-risk young people in Rockbridge County.   
 

The other three Special Offerings are: 
One Great Hour of Sharing (during Lent): 100 percent of these donations go to The Presbyterian Mission 
Agency (PMA), where they provide “relief to those affected by natural disasters, provide food to the hungry,” 
and help “empower the poor and oppressed.” 
 
Peace and Global Witness Offering (in the fall):  This offering supports programs that “advocate for peace 
and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, through collaborative projects of education and Chris-
tian witness.” This offering is split three ways: 50 percent to PMA, 25 percent to our Presbytery, and 25 per-
cent remains with our church, to be disbursed by the Outreach Committee. 
 
Christmas Joy Offering (during Advent):  This offering goes entirely to PCUSA to assist “current and retired 
church workers in their time of need and to develop our future leaders at Presbyterian-related schools and 
at colleges equipping communities of color.” 
 
In addition to these four special PCUSA offerings, our church raises funds for several other causes.  The 
children of our church collect spare change during worship once a month for “4 Cents a Meal,” a national 
project started by Presbyterian Women nearly 50 years ago to heighten awareness of hunger. (Back then, it 
was called “2 Cents a Meal”!) We share this money with the Shenandoah Presbytery; it disburses 75 per-
cent and we disburse 25 percent.  The Outreach Committee regularly directs the funds to local, national and 
international anti-hunger efforts. In 2018, LexPres members contributed $2945.29 to 4 Cents a Meal, 
$736.25 of which remained with our congregation for distribution.  
 
In late January, the young people of our church spearhead a special “Souper Bowl” offering to fight hunger 
and poverty in our community. This project grew out of an idea 29 years ago by a church youth group in Co-
lumbia, S.C.  This year, Souper Bowl of Caring raised nearly $10 million from 4,855 groups, including 
$633.07 from LexPres.  
 
Throughout the year, other offerings and fundraisers by various groups in the church may address natural 
disasters and special needs. These include Sunday School collections for Metsi, a child in Africa supported 
by Rafiki; Christmas season requests for the Jesse tree; congregational support for the Habitat Women’s 
Build; and an appeal to augment Bill Klein’s retirement, initiated by Session.  
 
As Paul told the Christians at Corinth, “Let every man give according to the purposes in his heart, not grudg-
ingly or out of necessity, for God loves a cheerful giver.” 
      -- Pam Luecke, chair, on behalf of the Outreach Committee:  
 David Dax, Mimi Elrod, Suzy Jones, Elizabeth Lauck, Margie Page, Ron Telsch and Robin Telsch  

YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS HELP THE COMMUNITY 
 Thank you from Sherie Golladay for a gift to Sam-

uel’s Supper, which will be used to help critically 
ill children (Brittigan Fund). 

 Thank you from PCUSA Presbyterian Mission for 
our gift of $2,000 towards our missionaries, 
Charles and Melissa Johnson. 

 Thank you from Project Horizon for our gift of 
$10,325 to support their training for faith leaders 

responding to child abuse (Brittigan 
Fund). 
 Thank you from the Community Ta-
ble for our gift of $750 

YOUTH GROUP PARTY 
The Bakers would like to host a cook out for John 

Turnbull and Kate in celebration of 
their marriage on Sunday July 28. We 
are hoping to include all middle 
school and high school youth and 
their families. Please save the date 
on your calendar. More info to follow. 

RARA Pantry  Food of the Month   
June: Whole Wheat Pasta 
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SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES 

ONGOING SERVICES 

Al Anon Meetings 
Family recovery is a process of healing and growth 
for family members affected by someone’s drink-
ing.  This process helps these individuals make 

healthier life choices and develop relationships that 
are more positive and supportive.  Al Anon meets: 

 Saturdays:  11:15 AM (open) at Grace Episcopal 
Church. 

 Call 1-888-425-2666 for more information con-
cerning Al Anon.   

 All meetings are non-smoking meetings.   

Alcoholics Anonymous Meetings 
Alcoholics Anonymous a life-giving tool for folks seeking to 
manage alcohol addiction.    
 AA meets at Grace Episcopal Church: 
 Mondays: 7:30 AM  (open meeting)       
 Tuesdays: 7:00 PM (beginners);  
 Wednesdays: noon (open meeting)  
 Fridays:  8:00 PM (open meeting) 
 Saturdays: 10:00 AM (open study group) 
 AA meets at Stonewall Jackson Hospital: 
 Saturdays: 8:00PM (open meeting) 
 Sundays: 7:00PM (open meeting)  
 
All meetings are non-smoking meetings. Call 463-3411 for 
more information. 

CALLING YOUNG ARTISTS! 
Congregational Life Committee is requesting a youth of the church to create a mural in Dunlap 
behind the drink serving area. Hoping to work on idea and complete in June. If you are interest-
ed in helping design and or paint, please let Mary Beth Baker know. (540-357-0608 cell) 

VOLUNTEERS 
 Do you miss Thantastic Thursday night 
suppers? Eating at The Community Table on 
Monday nights (6-7:30 p.m.) is not only fun and 
filling but strengthens our community. Dinners 
are free, but you can also donate. Easy parking 
on Spotswood Drive.  
 Volunteers are next needed for Monday, 
June 10th. Signup sheet in Murray Hall or 
contact your new coordinator, Liz Gordon, at 
saddleup4travel@comcast.net. 
 *Thank you to Lori Inman for her time, ef-
fort and caring as the Commuinity Table coordi-
nator for the last year.   Lori—Lex Pres and The 
Community Table thank you! 
 

DESSERTS  
June 24th: We are providing EZ Oreo Cheese-
cake (recipe available in Murray Hall)    
 
Please sign up outside the church office, email 
Mary Beth Baker 
(mbbaker35@yahoo.com) or 
call (463-9563). Desserts 
may be left in Brady Chapel 
Kitchenette by noon, or de-
liver your dessert to The 
Community Table, ground 
floor of the Rockbridge Area Relief Association 
building at 350 Spotswood Drive (next to the 
hospital) between 2 and 5:30 pm. 
 
*Please DO NOT INCLUDE NUTS in desserts.* 

THE COMMUNITY TABLE  

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
Although we are not meeting during the summer months, we can always use more shawls and baby 
blankets—please continue knitting beautiful works of yarn.  I must say—one of our clever knitters left a 
shawl available challenging the recipient to find the six mistakes within it.  I challenge the recipient to 
find the love and caring that went into it!  That is what we do.  Keep knitting with love, and even a few 
mistakes.  Enjoy the summer!  

2019 HABITAT WOMEN BUILD 
Several members of the Leah Circle will be working on the Women Build in June and 
July.  The shifts will be on Saturdays (morning or afternoon). There will be a Life of the 
Church on June 9 with more information on how members of the church can contribute 
to the build and support these women as well. 
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RAFIKI REPORT  
 In 2010 this church began sponsoring a little Ethiopian orphan girl named Metsy through the 
Rafiki Foundation.  This is a year-round commitment to pray for, befriend with letter and cards, and fi-
nancially support her in the amount of $25 per month. That amount recently changed to $50 per 
month.  This has provided a challenging and personal way for our young people to make a difference 
in a part of the world where great need exists.  The Sunday School classes—preschool through high 
school, and several of the adult classes—have participated.  
 With the decrease in enrollment in the elementary and high school classes, the amount of finan-
cial offerings has greatly decreased. The adult classes have been carrying this program, financially.  
Because it is a year-round commitment and the Sunday School classes don’t meet in the summer, this 
is an opportunity and appeal to the congregation to contribute, as individuals, to Metsy’s support.  
Checks may be made to Lexington Presbyterian Church with Metsy’s name in the memo line, or you 
may use the little African hut collection boxes around the Sunday School building, as well as Rafiki en-
velopes.  
 The goal of the Rafiki Foundation remains the same: to help Africans know God and raise their 
standard of living with excellence and integrity.  
Prayer Requests: 
1—that the church members will want to give generously to support Metsy who turns 15 years old in 
June. 
2—that the young people of the church view Metsy as a friend and will want to pray for her, write to her 
and support her with their offerings.  

April giving: Koinonia—$42.00; Bible History—$22.00 = Total $64.00 
For more information and to learn how you can further support Rafiki, visit their website: 

www.rafikifoundation.org 

RECIPE OF THE MONTH: LEX PRES PASTA SALAD (Sans tomatoes) 
 
With summer here and picnics abound, I thought you may need a recipe for will 
feed a large group.  This recipe was made from a combination of pasta recipes.  
The cooking volunteers worked out this recipe and it is for 50 people!  Just divide 
numbers by 5 to make 10 servings. 
Ingredients; 
 8 – 16 oz. boxes of Mueller’s Ridged Jumbo Elbow Marconi  
 14 – Hardboiled Eggs, peeled and diced    3 – Peppers (red, green and yellow) 
 3 – Red Onions, diced      1 – English Cucumber, diced 
 1 – Cup Dukes Mayonnaise     2 – 24 oz. jars Bread & Butter Pickles (Mt. Olive) 
 Salt & Pepper to Taste 
Directions: 
Prepare pasta according to box.  Drain and cool.  Dice the peppers, onions, cucumbers, eggs and 
pickles (retrain juice).  Mix with pasta and toss with Dukes mayonnaise.  Add pickle juice and Duke’s 
mayonnaise and salt and pepper to taste.  Chill and serve.  
 I hope you will enjoy this recipe as much as we enjoyed making it.  Skip Hess 

Life After Sarah Hill  
 As you know, Sarah Hill will be retiring in October of this year.  She will be dearly missed.  
And she is irreplaceable.  And yet…the educational work of the church will proceed. 
 The Personnel Committee of Session has asked John Turnbull (our Director of Youth and 
Their Families) to take on additional responsibilities.  This does not mean John will become the As-
sociate Pastor.  He does not yet have the credentials necessary to be considered for an installed 
position.  Between now and when Sarah retires a plan will be developed to fit the needs of the 
church and to take advantage of John’s particular gifts.  All of this is to say…don’t be surprised if 
John contacts you about ways you can be engaged in the educational ministries of this church.  

http://www.rafikifoundation.org/
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The Lexington Presbyterian Church Session “At Work” 

DATA 
Baptisms:  Elise Dee Basu (4/21/19) (daughter of Sarah & 

Andrew Basu – great grand-daughter 
     of Don and Alleane Taebel, born 9/11/19) 
Births:  William James “Quinn” Melvin V (born 4/14/19) (son 

of Kelley & Jason Melvin) 
Deaths:  Jean Proctor Robinson (4/13/19) 
New Members:   Jim and Laura Squire and their two sons: 

Florence Kim (see minutes 4/14/19)  
The Lord’s Supper was observed on May 5 and will next be 

observed on June 9.  
Current Membership:  515 (1 death and 3 new members) 

SESSIONAL COMMITTEES 
Christian Education (Sarah Hill and John Turnbull)   
Children’s Subcommittee: 
  a)  An Easter Egg Hunt took place at the Braddick’s house 

and was well attended. 
  b) Sunday School is winding down.  Both Faith Village and 

preschool are going well.   
  c)  We had 14 in our nursery on Easter. 
Youth Subcommittee: 
  a) Susan Lamert is stepping down and so a replacement 

will be needed for Youth Group to work along with John. 
  b) Youth Group will stop for summer and restart in the Fall   
  c)  Attendance this year for Youth Group has involved 8-10 

youth each Sunday evening. 
  d)  Some recreation activities will take place for Youth in 

the summer. 
  e)  Youth will be serving at the Community Table next 

Monday. 
  f)  Confirmation classes will restart in the Fall and Confir-

mation will take place later in the Fall. 
Campus Ministry subcommittee: 
  a) Application for College Scholarship Aid 
Adult Subcommittee: 
  a)  A book discussion has  been postponed until the Fall 
CE is recruiting 3 new teachers plus helpers for Youth 

Group. 
VBS will take place July 1-3 with a Habitat Build Curriculum.  

Other downtown churches are          involved. 
In light of the fact there is no chairperson for the Christian 

Education Committee (and has not been now for a second 
year) Bill Klein asks that the members of Session be in 
prayer about someone to fill this important role.  Fewer 
tasks are more important than the educational ministry of 
the church.  So, be in prayer individually and as a Session 
about who God wants to help guide the educational work 
in this part of God’s kingdom. 

Communications (Mark Keely) 
Photo directory complete and will be available soon 
Congregational Life (Liz Shupe) 
Caring Friends—Bereavement C.—Culinary Ministry 
Upcoming May & June meal events: 

a)  May 12 – Mother’s Day Brunch 
b)  June 16 – Father’s Day Brunch   
c)  June 20 Movie Night 
d)  July – Game night – 
e) VBS is July 1, 2, 3 (9-noon) 
f)  F.A.I.R - July 8-17 

g)  Hopkins- Green worship Service – August 1810:00 AM 
h) Volunteer Appreciation Dinner-May 16. 

Financial Management  (M.E. Ward)   
 Work of the Audit Committee continues – plan to be done 

by early June. 
Continue to investigate on-line giving to the church. 
Developing recommendations for structure of funds and 

requests for unbudgeted funding. 

A request was made to send out financial information prior 
to the session meetings . 

Nominating (Margie Page/ David Dugan)   
.  At work on Class of 2022.   Please give suggestions of 

possible session members for this class to the committee 
Outreach (Pam Luecke) 
For Information: .   Eagle’s Nest has met the “match” re-

quirement.  $4600 has been sent from Bequest Fund.  
The AC has been installed in their home. 

Voted to become an “alliance partner” with Habitat for Hu-
manity, which commits us to participating in a Faith Build 
every 3 years and to being active supporters of the 
group’s other activities every year.  We also assume this 
commits us to contributing our $4000 annual support to 
Habitat, with a possible increase in our Faith Build years. 

Liz Gordon has agreed to be volunteer coordinator for Com-
munity Table. 

For Action:   
The committee recommends that we become an “alliance 

partner” with Habitat for Humanity (per the informational 
item above).  This was approved by common consent af-
ter discussion.  LPC will next be involved with the Faith 
Build in 2020  

Personnel (Buddy Bryan) 
Considering matters related to Sarah’s retirement.  The 

committee is working with Bill Klein and Helen Fure  
Planning (Jonathan Tarris) 
Discussing the possibility of downsizing the number of el-

ders on session .  
Property (Skip Hess) 
The light over the pulpit that has been out for a few weeks 
was repaired by Shawn Bogar, electrician. 
Billy Newcomer, plumber, repaired the sink sprayer in the 
kitchen. 
The radiator at the rear of the sanctuary that was leaking 
was repaired by Valley Boiler.  Valley boiler recognized that 
the women’s robing room radiator is the last on the circuit 
and therefore this room is noticeably cooler. 
The sign board on Main Street was damaged by vandals.  
The committee is exploring different avenues for repairing/
replacing the board. 
We will get an estimate to paint room 113 before the new 
picture display system is installed. 
The committee reviewed the proposal from Virginia Infra-
structure, Inc. to make the courtyard outside the classrooms 
across from Dunlap Auditorium useable.  An additional con-
tractor was contacted. He looked over the situation and rec-
ommended that we go with VI bid as he did not have the 
equipment necessary for a job of this magnitude.  The bid is 
$15,241.  The Property Committee is seek 
For Action: The Property Committee recommends that the 
proposal of the Virginia Infrastructure, Inc. as stated above 
be approved.    Questions and discussion followed the mo-
tion.  Elder Lauck, who was representing the Property Com-
mittee, removed the motion from the floor following the dis-
cussion.  Elder Tarris made a motion that Virginia Infrastruc-
ture, Inc. be asked to resubmit a bid limited to investigating 
the problem with the drainage which may or may not include 
removal of the dirt in the courtyard.   Although the hope is 
that the expense would be less, a cap of $10,000 was put 
on this part of the project.   After discovery of what the drain 
problem is, session can then make a more informed deci-
sion regarding the direction to go for the repairs.  There was 
a second to the motion.  The motion was approved by com-
mon consent with one negative voice vote.  Elder Lauck will 
return to the other Property Committee members to pro-
ceed.  
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