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 How would you define “home?”  Before you read on, take a stab at answering that question.  How 
would you define “home?”   
 My definition would include a number of essential things…but it would have to include “cooking.”  
To be more specific I would have to say “onions” cooking, because onions are the first ingredient in near-
ly every meal Deb or I cook.  When I smell onions cooking whether it is in my house or in a restaurant or 
when I’m walking down a city street, I think and feel something like “home.” 
 Writer Mitch Albom tells the story of a soldier’s little girl, whose father was being moved to a dis-
tant post.  She was sitting at the airport among her family’s meager belongings. The girl was sleepy.  
She leaned against the packs and duffle bags.  A lady came by, stopped, and patted her on the head.  
“Poor child,” she said, “You haven’t got a home.”  The child looked up in surprise.  “But we do have a 
home,” she said.  “We just don’t have a house to put it in.”  (Albom, Mitch.  2009.  Have a Little Faith.  NY: 
Hyperion Books, 111) 
 Another writer, Anne Lamott, tells a story her pastor, Veronica, told about her own childhood.  
When she was about seven, her best friend got lost one day.  The little girl ran up and down the streets 
of the big town where they lived, but she couldn’t find a single landmark.  She was very frightened.  Fi-
nally a policeman stopped to help her.  He put her in the passenger seat of his car, and they drove 
around until she finally saw her church.  She pointed it out to the policeman, and then she told him firmly, 
“You can let me out now.  This is my church, and I can always find my way home from here.” (Lamott, 
Anne.  1999.  Traveling Mercies: Some Thoughts on Faith.  NY: Pantheon Books, 55) 
 How would you define “home?” It isn’t just a place…but it involves place.  It isn’t just certain deli-
cious smells…but it involves smell.  It isn’t just this person or that…but home is surely about people, 
about certain people, often about certain four-legged creatures, and about community.  For me home 
isn’t just church…but church is certainly where I can find home in the sense that it can make me comfort-
able and uncomfortable, supported and challenged, energized and exhausted, loved and tolerated.   
 I know when I’m “at home.”  I know what it feels like and smells like.  And I suppose that gives me 
a clue that home is “like” something…“like” something sublime.     
What would you say “home” is like?  How would you define “home?”   
 
    L'Chaim (To Life), 

May 

Service of Prayer for Wholeness and Healing  
You are invited to attend our monthly Wholeness and Healing Service.  This service is held 
the first Sunday of the month at 5:00 in the evening.  This 45 minute service will be led by 
your pastor and will include prayers both general and specific, scripture reading, singing, and 
silence.  For those who may be so inclined, there will be opportunity for the laying on of 
hands.  Everyone interested is invited to attend the May 5 service. 

Summer Worship Schedule 
 
We will begin our Summer Worship Schedule on Sunday, June 2.  We will have a single 
10:00 AM worship service each Sunday during the Summer.  These services will take 
place in the sanctuary and will be a blend of the two services we hold the rest of the year.  
The regular worship schedule will resume on September 1, the first Sunday in September. 

Notes from the Clergy   
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PREACHING SCHEDULE  FOR MAY 
 
May 5   3

rd
 Sunday of Easter Preacher:  William M. Klein 

   Texts:  Acts 9:1-9 & Genesis 32:22-30 Sermon: Eye-Opening 
   Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 
 
May 12  4

th
 Sunday of Easter Preacher: Sarah L. Hill 

    
May 19  5

th
 Sunday of Easter Preacher: Sarah L. Hill 

 
May 26  6

th
 Sunday of Easter Preacher: William M. Klein 

   Texts:  John 5:1-9 & Psalm 67  Sermon: God-Blindness  

Assisting with Worship 
 
A reminder to any of you who would like to assist with Sunday morning worship leadership.  You will 
find a sign-up sheet in Kimberly Kennedy's and Kay Horner’s office.  Simply write your name on the 
space for the Sunday you would be available and Bill Klein will be in touch with you the preceding 
week. 

Home Communion 
 
If you happen to be homebound you may not have received the Lord’s Supper in some time.  One of 
your pastors and a Ruling Elder would be pleased to share the Lord’s Supper with you in your home.  
If you are interested in this intimate and most meaningful service, please contact the church office. 

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER 
On Thursday, May 2nd at 12 noon, Lexington/Rockbridge community (citizens, community leaders 
and elected officials) will gather at Randolph St. United Methodist Church to pray for unity for the na-
tion. Prayers will be offered from various faith traditions.  

LECTIO DIVINA 

How often do we, as God’s people, hear God? How often do we really listen? We live in 
an age where we are bombarded daily, hourly, minute by minute with noise, demands, 
tasks.  But the Bible teaches that God doesn’t speak in all this activity. Lectio is the 
chance, to set aside an hour a week, to sit down, shut up and listen for God.   

 First someone reads the selected scripture, typically one of the Lectionary passages 
for the week. We each listen carefully for a word or a phrase that stands out from the 
rest for some reason. A short silence follows in which each of us individually ponders 
that word or phrase to determine how God may be speaking in it. 

 After this silence we share (or not) what we have heard, or perhaps questions that 
have arisen.  

 Following the discussion, the text is read again – usually from a different translation to provide a 
somewhat different view.  

 Another time of silence follows wherein we continue to ponder the text and the additional insights 
from the first discussion.  

 Another brief time of discussion follows. 

 The text is read yet again and we have now reached the place where it all comes together: A time of 
silence and contemplation in which we let go of our own words and let God’s Word soak in, in which 
we rest in God’s loving presence, in which we pray, in which we simply ARE. 

Can you imagine it? Once a week for a brief time you too can stop and take a bath in God’s love. Join 
us on Tuesday morning at 10:00. Or if this time is not possible for you, let the church office know and if 
there are enough people interested we can start another group at a different time.  
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 
 

Welcome to our newest members—
Florence Kim and the Squire Family—
Laura, Jim, Kevin and Ryan.  These 
members joined on Palm Sunday, April 
14th. We are so glad to provide their pic-
tures this month. Please say hello and 
welcome when you see them.   

 
Congratulations to: 

Jason & Kelley Melvin 
William James “Quinn” 

Melvin, V 
born 4/14/2019 

LEX PRES IN PICTURES 

HOW DO YOU SERVE THE CHURCH?  

Members Jane Horton, Skip Hess, 
Mary Atthowe and Linda Franke help to 

assemble Hot Cross Buns.  These 
treats were enjoyed by all after the 
Palm Sunday Parade on April 14th. 

 GOOD FOOD AND GOOD SINGING  

Doug Stevenson and members of the As-
bury UMC Choir were guests at the April 
4th Thantastic Thursday.  Attendees en-
joyed a BBQ Chicken dinner and then 
were treated to traditional gospel and  
spiritual music from the choir. 

EASTER EGG HUNT!! 

What a lovely day to hunt for Easter 
goodies!  Thanks to Tim and Kara 
Braddick for hosting this event and 
keeping a Lex Pres tradition going 
for all our friends and families 
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Our Deepest Sympathy 
to: 

The children - Suzy, Gail, 
John Mark, Nancy and 
Norma Jean - and their 
families on the death of  

Jean Proctor Robinson 
 

Karen Emrey and Carolyn Elliot on 
the death of Karen’s mother/Carolyn’s 

sister, Vivian Jarvis 

YOUTH SERVICE PROJECT   
This month members of our youth group will wrap up a successful year 
with grateful service.  They’ll be serving at Community Table during Lex-
ington Presbyterian Church’s assigned 2nd Monday of the Month—May 
13th.   Would you like to serve along with them?  We can always use 
more volunteers for setup (early afternoon), serving (5:30-7:30) and 
cleanup (7:30—8:30).  

COMMUNITY VBS 2019 
July 1-3, 9am—12 noon for Ages 4—Rising 6th grade 

Under Construction VBS will engage children with Bible stories, crafts, and music fo-
cused on Habitat for Humanity’s local ministry, building and repairing safe homes for 
families.  During our time together we will be building a special hands-on project with 
members of the Rockbridge Area Habitat for Humanity to auction off at the end of 
VBS. Watch for details—teachers and teen volunteers are needed.  

IT PAYS TO REGISTER EARLY FOR MONTREAT  
MUSIC & WORSHIP CONFERENCE 

The registration price will go up on May 20, so it pays to regis-
ter for the classes and choirs for Conference as early as possi-
ble.  HOWEVER, you can always go to the conference as late 
as the starting day of June 16.  And you don’t have to be regis-
tered at the conference to stay with us in the LPC cottage (with 
available room) and attend worship services, evening activi-
ties, experience the spirituality of Montreat, and the family life of 
LPC.  Call Barbara Winfrey 463-5500 for more details. 

FROM THE DIRECTOR OF CULINARY MINISTRIES 
A LexPres Favorite: Scalloped Pineapple Casserole  

This brunch favorite has been requested many times from our kitchen.  It originated from  
Florence “Fritz” Fredin, (Curt’s Mother) and we have used it for many years.  Enjoy!   - Skip 

Ingredients: 
2 Cans Chunk Pineapple with juice (20 oz) 
1 Loaf White Bread] 
¾ Cup White Sugar 
3 Eggs 
1 Cup Melted Butter 
 
Directions: 
 Spray a 9 x 12 baking pan with non-stick 
spray.  Drain the pineapple and reserve the juice.  
Place a thin layer of pineapple in the bottom.  Cut 
the crust off one loaf of white bread and then cut 

slices into quarters.  Place the bread loosely over 
the pineapple so that some of the tips of the bread 
are sticking up.  Take the remaining 
pineapple and sprinkle it over the 
bread.  Sprinkle the sugar over the 
bread.  Beat 3 eggs and pour over 
the pineapple, sugar and bread mix-
ture.   Top with melted butter and 
pour remaining pineapple juice on 
top.   Bake in a 350 oven for 30 
minutes or until the peaks on the 
bread are golden brown. 

 MOTHER’S DAY BRUNCH 
Don’t miss our Mother’s Day Brunch after 
the 11:00am worship. Sunday, May 12th—
Dunlap Auditorium, cost $6/person or $16/
family(max) 

Book Discussion 
The Adult Subcommittee is sponsoring a book discussion at 
7 p.m. on Wednesday, May 22 in Brady Chapel.  The 
book, which is recommended for reading in all churches by 
the Shenandoah Presbytery, is Waking Up White and Find-
ing Myself in the Story of Race, by Debby Irving (Elephant 
Room Press, 2014).  Discussion will be led by Deb Klein.  
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PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
 

We’ll be meeting for Shawl Ministry the second Monday in May, but on Memorial Day, and 
through June, July and August we take a break.  Hope you’ll continue to knit and crochet dur-
ing the summer months—on vacation, your front porch, or in your air conditioning!  We will look 
forward to another year starting in September.  We’re in good shape for the shape we’re in.  
There is yarn and patterns available in Murray hallway along room 113.  Any questions, please 
give a call to Betty Dahl.  Thank you for your faithful outreach to our members and community!  

COMMUNITY TABLE DINNERS—Volunteers on May 13 
On Monday, May 13th, our church is responsible for supplying the volunteers to setup at 1:00 pm, serve 
(alongside our youth group) 5:30–7:30 and clean-up (6) 7:30-8:30. Sign up on the sheet in Murray Hall, or 
contact Pam Luecke at lueckep@wlu.edu    
 
The fourth Monday, when we would normally provide desserts, falls on Memorial Day.  We will not need to 
provide desserts this month.  All the more reason to stay tuned to provide desserts for the 4th Monday of the 
month in June!  Thank you to all bakers! 

LOCAL AND CHURCH SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES 

International Peace Project Coming to Lexington 
SAVE THE DATE—Labor Day Weekend—Friday, August 30—Monday, Sept 2 

Our Church will be co-hosting over 100 South Sudanese delegates coming to Lexington for a Peace and Rec-
onciliation Summit.  We will be working with Grace Episcopal Church and other local churches to provide 
homes for people to stay in while her in town  This is a chance to show hospitality to people from another cul-
ture who are trying to reconcile after years of civil war.   
Please look at your calendars and see if you can invite 2 delegates to stay in your home each night.  They will 
be busy at the conference every day from 9am—9pm.  What they need is a welcoming place to come back to 
each night and a light breakfast in the morning.  Out congregation Is being asked to provide housing with 12-15 
people.   
Please give prayerful consideration to being part of the is peacemaking project which will be taking place in our 
church,  and with the support of the entire Lexington community.  For more information contact Margie Page at 
463-9606 or Margie_page@hotmail.com.  

VOLUNTEER AT STONEWALL JACKSON HOSPITAL 
If you or a family member has spent some time at Carilion Stonewall Jackson Hospital, you can probably 
recall the kindness of a volunteer who helped you during that anxious time.   
 
Here’s an opportunity to return that kindness; Carilion is recruiting new volunteers!   
 
Volunteers can serve in a variety of departments to make patients feel welcome, comfortable and cared for.  
The hospital welcomes teens, retirees or volunteers who are any age in between.  You can work for as few 
as 25 hours per year or many more.   
 
The first step to volunteering is filling out an application, which can be found on the table near the church 
office. Your will also find there Carilion brochures, which describe the many different ways that volunteers 
can help.  

YOU’RE INVITED…  
Join Intercept Youth Services in recognizing Foster Care Awareness Month with a proclamation by 
Mayor Frank Friedman.  The celebration and parent recruitment event will be held at 1:00, May 3rd 
at Brew Ridge Taps, in Lexington.  There are more than 5,300 children in Virginia’s foster care 
system.  Many Rockbridge area foster parents are caring for and nurturing children and youth in fos-
ter care today. A need still exists to identify more foster parents in order to ensure children, older 
youth, children with complex needs, and siblings have a safe and stable home in their community.  
You are invited to come and see how you can support fostering in Rockbridge County.  
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RAFIKI REPORT 
 
 “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever”—Hebrews 13:8. In a world that is 
constantly changing, what comfort and security we find in our unchanging God!  This does not 
mean he doesn’t call us to change in the ways we can best serve him.  
 As in any organization involving people, the staff in the Rafiki Village experience change.  
Long term missionaries are called home and others, often younger people, are called to go into 
the field.   
 One couple who have served 13 years in Africa—both in Ethiopia and in Liberia– 
recently returned to the United States.  They write: “We are thankful for God’s provision for 
us as we have moved back to the United States.  He has given us a peace as we know this 
is the right step for this time in our lives.  While leaving God’s work in Liberia was not easy, 
we know it was always God’s will and not ours.  He blessed us by allowing us to be a part of it.”  
 While God never changes, he does command us to follow him.  This often means some 
kind of change—be it a physical move, a change in attitude or a closer walk with him.  May we 
all be open to his guidance.  

Offerings—$107.85 
For further information see www.rafikifoundation.org 

Prayer Requests: 
1. For all of the Rafiki missionaries, whether they are going out in the field or transitioning home 
2. For the Widows program, guidance for new products 
3. For more church denominations to support the widows through this program 

Congregational Information:   
Baptisms:  Olivia Tarris on 2/24/19 and Paxton Coffey on 
3/17/19  Weddings: Blair Hawkins & Eric O’Brien 
(March 16) Transfers:  Beth Jewell to Davidson United 
Methodist Church in Davidson, NC. Current Membership:  
513 (1 transfer) 
Christian Education: 
Faith for All retreat has been postponed to a weekend in 
September 2019.  
Chili Cook-off and Auction made approximately $1600 to 
go toward helping to rebuild New Bern, NC 
Children’s Subcommittee: New carpet installed in nursery 
also infant equipment purchased.  
Youth Subcommittee:  Plans for Confirmation are under-
way. Participating will be Grace Fure, Ryan Squire, and 
Kevin Squire. 
Campus Ministry Subcommittee: a) Educational grant ap-
plications now online on website for high school and colle-
giate students. 
Adult Subcommittee: Plans in the works to have book dis-
cussion of Waking Up White by Debbie Irving in conjunc-
tion with Presbytery-wide yearlong study of anti-racism. 
Communications: 
The committee and office administrators continue to col-
lect photos of members through the end of April.  Printed 
copies for those  who request it will be printed in May.  
Outreach: 
Youth to determine where funds raised through Pentecost 
offering will be spent. 
Update on Sudan ministry in Aug 30-Sept 1 - Margie Page  
Support Eagles Nest – replacement of HVAC $4600 
matching gift 
Support in theory the youth international trip for 2020 
Still looking for someone to be our coordinator for Commu-
nity Table 
Action: Motion was made by Elder Felts to offer Eagles 
Nest $4600 from the Bequest Fund.  At the time of this 
offer, it will be our request for other sources to match that                                         
amount.   Our unstated intention will be to fund the bal-

ance (or what is left of the balance) to assure that they 
will reach their goal in order to replace the HVAC unit                                          
before hot weather.  After discussion, the motion was 
approved by common consent  

Cong Life Major Report 
Significant Actions Taken during the Year  
Director of Culinary Ministries William “Skip” Hess, III be-
came the first Lexington Presbyterian Church Director of 
Culinary Ministry.   
New Meal Events during 2018  
May 13, 2018—Mother’s Day & Confirmand Celebration 
June 3, 2018—Summer Kickoff Breakfast 
June 17, 2018—Father’s Day Lunch Bible School Snacks 
July 1, 2018—Sunday Brunch 
July 18, 2018—Family Church Game Night  
August 5, 2018—Sunday Potluck with summer salads 
September 19, 2018—Church Family Game Night  
Approximately 32 meal events were logged during this 
year 
The Caring Friends subcommittee is composed of ap-
proximately 40 members and is led by Co-Chairs Leslie 
Bovay and Carolyn Worrell.  Leslie and Carolyn work to 
identify church members with a need for meals, and 
Leslie coordinates volunteers to prepare the meals. Car-
olyn delivers meals after meal events.  Culinary Ministry 
Director Skip Hess prepares and freezes bread and 
meals for church members to deliver During 2018, Caring 
Friends formed a partnership with the Rockbridge Area 
Relief Association (RARA) to support their Senior Food 
Box Program.  Caring Friend volunteers transport food 
boxes to qualifying seniors in Glasgow and Lexington 
once a month.    
Pat Jones, House Church and Bereavement Reception 
Chair, coordinates with Leslie Bovay to organize volun-
teers to provide food for Bereavement Receptions  
Pat Jones, House Church Chair, organizes House 
Church groups.  There are currently two House Church 
groups with approximately 40 participants and one active 
Young Adult House Church group.  

SESSION NOTES 
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RARA Food Pantry:  Food of the 
Month   

  Canned Fruit/ 
Lo-Sugar 

Please Note:  
Church Office Hours  

Memorial Day—Labor Day 
9am—3pm.   


