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 One of the questions I routinely asked my children when they returned from some event or 
adventure was this:  “What did you notice?”  They had become accustomed to my question so they 
consciously noticed.  And I would like to think that question has stayed with them and has helped to 
make them more aware, more curious, more observant…and more grateful. 
 In one of his books writer Mark Nepo relates an experience he had at a gathering in San 
Francisco when he met a man named Marco, a photographer from Santa Clara.  Nepo asked the 
“noticing” question in this way:  What surprised you during the last year?  Marco said he’d witnessed 
two breaths that had changed his life.  His daughter’s first breath…and his mother’s last breath.   
Sets your mind to thinking, doesn’t it?  What did these two breaths mean to him?  As you put your-
self in his shoes, what does witnessing those two breaths mean to you? 
 Marco saw the two breaths as a beautiful blessing…but also as an interesting metaphor. 
These two breaths helped him think about how we fill up and empty our lungs thousands of times a 
day.  And he wondered how our lives would be different if we took time to notice the gift of both 
breaths?  (Nepo, Mark.  2012. Seven Thousand Ways to Listen: Staying Close to What Is Sacred.  NY: Free Press, 3) 
 What had Mary Magdalene noticed at Jesus’ grave that led her to rush into the room on East-

er morning where the disciples were huddled in fear?  Though she  
didn’t have any way of understanding or explain what she noticed, there was no 
doubt in her mind Jesus, who had been dead and buried, was alive.  But by an act of 
God his last breath was not his last.  And, since that was really true, what did that 
mean…for Jesus, for her, for the disciples, for you and me? 
 May this question occupy your prayers and your imagination this month.  And 
may this question inform what and how you notice, as well. 
    
  L'Chaim (To Life), 

NOTES FROM THE CLERGY 

April 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING OFFERING—EASTER—APRIL 21 
This Easter we celebrate the 70th anniversary of the One Great Hour of Sharing offering.  
In 1949, the Presbyterian church and other Christian groups came together to answer this 
challenge: How much money can we raise in an hour to address the suffering in the 
world?  The visionary people who gave birth to One Great Hour of Sharing wanted to show 
the power that can be generated when Christians unite in common cause.  Since its incep-
tion, One Great Hour of Sharing has provided relief from the effects of disaster, violence 
and / or severe economic deprivation in places such as South Sudan, the Philippines, 
Puerto Rico, and even right in our backyard in South Carolina.   Everything collected in 
this offering by our church is sent to the Presbyterian Mission Agency, which distributes it 
among the denomination's hunger program (36%), disaster assistance (32%) and pro-
grams for the self-development of people (32%).  Your contribution matters, please join us 
in this special offering this year.  
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Preaching Schedule for April 
 
April 7  5

th
 Sunday in Lent Preacher:  William M. Klein 

   Texts:  Jn. 12:1-8 & Is. 43:16-21 Sermon: What Not to Postpone 
 
April 14  Palm Sunday Preacher: Sarah L. Hill 
 
April 18  Maundy Thursday/Seder Preacher: Deborah H. Klein 
 
April 21  Easter Sunday Preacher: William M. Klein 
   Texts:  Jn. 20:1-18 & Acts 10:34-43 Sermon: Being Eastered 
 
April 28   2

nd
 Sunday of Easter Preacher: William M. Klein 

     Texts: Jn. 20:19-29 & Acts 5:27-32     Sermon: Happiness & Suffering  
Weigh the Same 

WORSHIP NEWS 

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SCHEDULE 
 
Palm Sunday and Holy Week will be here mid-month.  Holy Week begins with our 
customary Palm Sunday parade on April 14.  This will begin at 9:30 at Hopkins 
Green.  We will gather with the congregations of the downtown churches, participate 
in a brief liturgy, and then head out on a parade through town.  Each congregation 
will exit the parade as its church is passed. 
 
Again this year our Maundy Thursday service will involve a Seder service. We will 
gather for our observance on Thursday, April 18, in Dunlap Auditorium at 5:30 for a Seder service and 
a simple supper.  Look for more information about this special service as the time draws nearer.   
 
Easter Sunday morning, April 21, will begin with a Sunrise Service at 7:00 AM, at Manly Baptist 
Church.  This ecumenical service will bring together members from First Baptist, Manly Baptist, Ran-
dolph Street United Methodist, St. Patrick’s Roman Catholic, Trinity United Methodist, and Lexington 
Presbyterian.  Our preacher will be the Rev. McKinley Williams, pastor of First Baptist Church.  The 
worship service will be followed by a breakfast in the fellowship hall of Manly Baptist Church.  The 8:45 
and 11:00 worship services will take place in our sanctuary, as well.   

Remember to bring flowers to place in the cross prior to worship. 

BOOK READ THROUGHOUT THE PRESBYTERY 

Lexington Presbyterian Church is one of the 100 member churches within Shenandoah 
Presbytery.  The Coordinating and Planning Commission of our presbytery has chosen 
to have everyone in the presbytery spend 2019 considering racism. 
 
As you know, last year our church made a great start by reading three incredible books 
dealing with racism, meeting to talk about those books, and then having the Rev. Dr. Roger Gench 
spend a weekend with us thinking about how we might make strides to face and purge ourselves of 
racist attitudes we may have.  All of the members of the churches that make up Shenandoah Presby-
tery are encouraged to read the book, Waking Up White, by Debby Irving. At the May meeting of our 
presbytery those who attend will have an opportunity to meet in small groups to discuss the 
book.  While you may not be there for those conversations, you are encouraged, along with 
everyone within the Presbytery, to take up the challenge to prayerfully read Irving’s provocative book. 

WHOLENESS AND HEALING  
You are invited to attend our monthly Service of Prayer for Wholeness and Healing.  Gener-
ally this service is held the first Sunday of the month at 5:00 in the evening.  This 45 minute 
service will be led by your pastor and will include prayers both general and specific, scripture 
reading, singing, and silence.  For those who may be so inclined, there will be opportunity 
for the laying on of hands.  Everyone interested is invited to attend the April 7 service—held 
in Brady Chapel this month.   
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LENT AND HOLY WEEK 

A SEDER MEAL AND SERVICE—MAUNDY THURSDAY: APRIL 18, 5:30-7:30 PM   
 Seder is the traditional Passover meal that has been celebrated by the Hebrew people since the 
Exodus.  The Last Supper was a Seder meal that Jesus shared with his disciples. In the midst of this 
ancient Jewish meal Jesus gave us a new covenant and asked that whenever we break bread and drink 
wine we do so remembering Him.  As the Seder concludes, we will share communion by Intinction. 
 By the time our Seder concludes we will know the meaning of matzah, the children will have 
searched for afikomen, and we will have enjoyed a delicious meal prepared by our own chef, Skip Hess 
and his kitchen helpers.  The cost of the meal is $6 per person, or $16 per family.  Reservations are 
important so please call the church office, 464-3873, email admin@lexpres.org, use the sign-up 
sheets in Murray Hall, or RSVP on REALM.  All are welcome—please invite friends/family. 

 Held in Dunlap Auditorium. Note the earlier start time: 5:30pm.  Don’t be late!  

LENTEN SERVICES 
 

The Rockbridge Area Ministerial Association (RAMA) is offering Lenten services again this year.  Each 
Thursday during Lent an ecumenical service is being held at 12:10 in the sanctuary of Manly 
Memorial Baptist Church.  All services are approximately 30 minutes in length.  Two ministers are re-
sponsible for each service.  One provides the order and structure for worship and the other preach-
es.  Make the two remaining services a part of your Lenten discipline this year.  The speakers will be as 
follows:     April 4th:  Speaker – Joe Callis  April 11th:  Speaker – Bill Klein 

HOT CROSS BUNS DURING SUNDAY SCHOOL HOUR—PALM SUNDAY 
There are many Christian traditions associated with the season of Easter that help us remember the 
sacrifice and death of Jesus, as well as the joy of his resurrection.  One of the Christian traditions we 
are familiar with that comes from Great Britain is eating “hot cross buns” during the Easter season.  The 
fruited and spiced yeast buns are marked with a cross before baking as a symbol of the crucifixion.   
The bread and the dried fruit which has been soaked in wine are reminders of the Last Supper and our 
communion with Christ.  The spices in the buns may represent the anointing of Christ as he was 

wrapped in a linen shroud for the tomb.  
Sharing a hot cross bun with another is supposed to ensure friendship throughout the 
coming year.  The tradition in England is to break the bun and say these words as you 
share it: “Half for you and half for me, between us two shall good will be.”   
 We will be taking part in this tradition by serving “cross buns” after the communi-
ty Palm Sunday parade.  Please join us in Brady Chapel during the Sunday School 

hour after the community Palm Sunday parade on Palm Sunday, April 14th. 

Our Deepest Sympathy:  
Dick Emrey on the loss of his brother 

in law (2/26) 
Friends and family of Annette John (2/27) 

Friends and Family of Bill Bean (2/27) 

 Great granddaughter to  
Courtney Baker  

Amy Elisabeth Oklesson 
born Saturday, Feb. 23, 2019 

MUSIC AT NOON 
TWO WEDNESDAYS IN APRIL 

at Lexington Presbyterian 
  

William McCorkle, organ 
‘Meditations for Holy Week’ 

Wednesday, April 17 at 12:00 noon 
  

Zachary Brandt (W&L ’19), piano 
Works of Beethoven, Brahms, and 

others 
Wednesday, April 24 at 12:00 noon. 

EASTER EGG HUNT! 
The annual Easter Egg Hunt will take place at 
Tim and Kara Braddick’s home –10 Evergreen 
Tree Drive in Lexington - on Saturday, April 20th, 
at 11:00am.   Bring a basket, bring a friend and 
bring your appetite for Easter goodies!   
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Between the World and Me, 2015, by Ta-Nehisi 
Coates 
Tears We Cannot Stop – A Sermon to White 
America, 2017 by Michael Eric Dyson 
The Making of A Racist, A Southerner Reflects 
on Family, History and the Slave Trade, 2016, 
by Charles B. Dew  
The Cross and the Lynching Tree, 2017, by 
James H. Cone 
America’s Original Sin, 2016 , by Jim Wallis 
March, (in 3 Volumes), 2013, by John Lewis, 
Andrew Aydin & Nate Powell 
The New Jim Crow – Massive Incarceration in 
the Age of Colorblindess, 2012, by Michelle Al-
exander 
The Warmth of Other Suns – The Epic Story of 
America’s Great Migration, 2010, by Isabel 
Wilkerson 
Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemp-
tion, 2014, by Bryan Stevenson  
Slavery by Another Name, 2009, Douglas A. 
Blackmon 
Hidden Figures, 2016, by Margo Lee Shetterly 

Water from the Rock, 1991, 
by Sylvia R. Frey 
A Riff of Love: Notes on 
Community and Belonging, 
2018, by Greg Jarrell 
Blue Note Preaching in a 
Post-Soul World, 2015, by 
Otis Moss 
The Souls of Black Folk, 
1903, by W.E.B. DuBois 
Go Tell It on the Mountain, 1952, by James 
Baldwin 
Invisible Man, 1952, by Ralph Ellison 
Native Son, 1940, by Richard Wright 
Meditations of the Heart, 1953, Jesus and the 
Disinherited, 1949, by Howard Thurman 
Strength to Love, 1963, Letter from the Bir-
mingham Jail, 1963, Where Do We go From 
Here? 1967, by Martin Luther King, Jr. 
The Help, 2011, by Kathryn Stockett (a novel) 
The Invention of Wings, 2015, by Sue Monk 
Kidd (a novel)  

Lenten Reads that Will Take You Beyond Your Comfort Zone 

CHORAL SOCIETY CONCERT  
The Rockbridge Choral Society, with chamber orchestra and soloists, will perform three festive an-
thems by G. F. Handel on Sunday, April 7, at 7:00 p.m. in the Lexington Presbyterian sanctuary.  The 
program includes the Utrecht Jubilate (Psalm 100), O Praise the Lord with One Consent (using Psalms 
135, 117, 148), and the Foundling Hospital Anthem (using Psalm 41 and Job), in which Handel used as 
a conclusion his famous ‘Hallelujah” chorus from Messiah.  Tickets for this exuberant concert are avail-
able for advance purchase at a number of downtown locations. 

WOMEN IN COMMUNITY—APRIL 6  
We're young. We're middle aged. We're old. We're mothers. We're daughters. 
We're single. We have families. We are women of faith. We are engaged with 
the world. We build and live community. 
 
This year's retreat is at beautiful Massanetta Springs, near Harrisonburg, Vir-
ginia, on April 6, from 9-5.  The theme of this year's retreat is Women To-
gether in Community, led by Rev. Sally Robinson. Cost for the retreat, includ-
ing lunch, is $40.   
Online registration: https://womenincommunity.weebly.com/registration.html 

Alcoholics Anonymous Meetings 
Alcoholics Anonymous a life-giving tool for folks seeking 
to manage alcohol addiction.    
 AA meets at Grace Episcopal Church: 
 Mondays: 7:30 AM  (open meeting)       
 Tuesdays: 7:00 PM (beginners);  
 Wednesdays: noon (open meeting)  
 Fridays:  8:00 PM (open meeting) 
 Saturdays: 10:00 AM (open study group) 
 AA meets at Stonewall Jackson Hospital: 
 Saturdays: 8:00PM (open meeting) 
 Sundays: 7:00PM (open meeting)  
 
All meetings are non-smoking meetings. Call 463-3411 
for more information. 

Al Anon Meetings 
Family recovery is a process of healing and growth for family 
members affected by someone’s drinking.  This process helps 
these individuals make healthier life choices and develop rela-
tionships that are more positive and supportive.  Al Anon meets: 

 Saturdays:  11:15 AM (open) at Grace Episcopal Church. 

 Call 1-888-425-2666 for more information concerning Al 
Anon.   

 All meetings are non-smoking meetings.   

RARA FOOD PANTRY APRIL: 
PEANUT BUTTER AND JELLY 
Please leave the food in boxes in the  front 

hallway outside of the church office 

https://womenincommunity.weebly.com/registration.html
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EDUCATIONAL GRANT ASSISTANCE FUND 
 
LPC will once again offer grants for educational assistance in Spring 2019. Instructions for submitting an appli-

cation and the grant application form can be found under the "Learn" tab on our LPC website (http://
www.lexpres.org/educational-grants/). These grants are not limited to college; they can also be used for voca-
tional/technical schools, graduate or professional programs, or other specialized training.  

All applications for the Educational Grants are due in the church office by May 1. Complete and submit 
the application online and send it to admin@lexpres.org, or print the application form from the website 
and return it to the church office by May 1. Awards will be announced in June. Call the church office if 
you have questions.  

COMMUNITY TABLE  
Volunteers: April 8th: Volunteers are needed at the Community Table, Monday, April 8th. Setup at 1:00 pm, 
Servers (6), 5:30–7:30 and clean-up crew (6) 7:30-8:30. Sign up on the sheet in Murray Hall, or contact Pam 
Luecke at lueckep@wlu.edu.   
Desserts: April 22nd—Cherry Dump Cake: Always the 4th Monday of each month between 2-5:30pm.  
Sign up on the sheet outside the church office, email or call Mary Beth Baker (mbbaker35@yahoo.com or 463-
9563). Community Table is held on the ground floor of the RARA Piavano Building—350 Spotswood Dr. You 
may leave dessert Sunday afternoon or Monday morning in the Brady Kitchenette. Desserts will be picked up at 
2pm on Monday and delivered to The Community Table.  Thank you!  

SPECIAL OPPORTUNITIES IN YOUR CHURCH 

RAFIKI REPORT  
Karen Elliott, Executive Director of the Rafiki Foundation writes: 
 Demand for our ten Rafiki Christian Classical schools in our Rafiki Villages is high—January 2019 witnessed 
231 new three-year-old day students joyfully entering our classrooms growing our total student body to almost 
2,300.  You can well imagine that as our student numbers grow exponentially the need for more scholarship fund-
ing is pressing.  To close the gap from 2018 and to care for the new students this year, we are asking God for 
$750,000 for our Rafiki Scholarship Fund in 2019.  It costs $1,000 for one student annually.   
 Abigail’s story represents the impact of scholarship donations in the life of one child: 
“For my father and mother have forsaken me, but the Lord will take me in” (Psalm 27:10).   
 Following her father’s tragic death and rejection by her mother and tribe, Abigail was sent to live with her 
grandparents, subsistence farmers in the area.  Then her grandfather, the primary source of Abigail’s knowledge 
of a loving, redeeming God, died, and their income dried up.  Her hope for a quality education and a safe, fruitful 
future was all but lost, until a teacher from the Rafiki School told Abigail’s grandmother about our Christian classi-
cal schools.  Because of donors like you, Rafiki could take her in.  Hope was renewed as she entered Grade 2 at 
the Rafiki School in 2008.  It was here she heard and received the gospel!   In 2018 she graduated and was ac-
cepted into the Rafiki Institute of Classical Education.  She will leave the teacher-training college equipped with 
biblical knowledge, wisdom, and understanding and top-notch Christian and classical teaching skills.  Abigail will 
walk into her own teaching career and impact innumerable lives, training even more Africans to transform Africa 
for Christ.  
Offerings in February:  Bible History—$30, Koinonia—$52; Faith Village $7.71, Total—$89.71 
Prayer Requests: For generous hearts to respond to the need for scholarships.  That the children will discover 
who they are in Christ and find God’s will for their lives.  

Vacation Bible School 
for 

Lexington Presbyterian 
Church:  

Monday, July 1st—
Wednesday, July 

3rd 
Age 4 through rising 6th 

grade 

THANTASTIC THURSDAYS IN APRIL 
 
April 4th: Doug and the Asbury UMC Singing 
Group perform—BBQ Chicken 
 
April 11th: Music and fun with Burr Datz—
Meatloaf Dinner 
 
April 18th: Seder Sup-
per and Service 
(5:30pm Start) 
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Congregational Information:   
Deaths: Annette Church John (2/27/19); Ray Bastnagel 
(2/26/19) (Susan Emrey’s husband – not members but mar-
ried here); William Gleason Bean Jr. (2/27/19) (non-member)  
New Members: none. 
The Lord’s Supper was observed on March 3 and will next be 
observed on April 18 (Maundy Thursday) and May 5. 
Current Membership: 515  
Next Presbytery meeting:  (begin at 9:30 AM) 
Tues, May 21, 2019 – Massanetta Springs, Harrisonburg 

SESSIONAL COMMITTEES 
Christian Education: The Chili Cook-off and Auction will be 
held March 14 at Thantastic Thursday. All monies will be 
designated for hurricane relief at New Bern, NC. 
Children’s Subcommittee: Faith Village children learning 
about baptism, how to be a disciple of Jesus and focusing on 
stewardship.  Community Bible School will take place at 
Manly Baptist Church July 1-3. 
Youth Subcommittee: Plans for Confirmation are underway. 
Participating will be Grace Fure, Ryan Squire, and Kevin 
Squire.  The model will be different this year.   Plans are un-
der way for a mission trip to Philadelphia in 2018.  Discus-
sions are taking place concerning an international mission 
trip in 2020. 
Adult Subcommittee:  Plans in the works to have book dis-
cussion of Waking Up White by Debbie Irving in conjunction 
with the Presbytery-wide yearlong study of anti-racism. 
Communications: Update on directory:  We will soon 
publish the photos we have taken or received with identifying 
names and have a separate section for all members’ contact 
information.  The directory will be available through Realm 
and copies will be printed for those who do not use internet. 
Congregational Life: Invite Session mbrs to vol. for  

Maundy Thursday (April 18) meal prep and serving. Caring 
Friends: Leslie Bovay, Mary Atthowe, Myra Young, and 
Neely Young delivered Senior Food boxes on Feb 5th & 7th 
to Skyline Manor in Glasgow and Mountain View in Lexing-
ton. March deliveries are scheduled, and the April slot is par-
tially filled. Culinary Ministry:  Thantastic Thursdays-served 
approximately 225 meals, One Brunch- approximately 60 
meals. Freezer meals and delivered meals, 37 .  
Financial Mgmt: Audit Committee underway.  Members 
of committee: Pam Luecke, Colin Reid, Margie Page.  Look-
ing into on-line giving for the church. Pledges are doing well. 
Outreach: we plan to help Grace Ep. house Sudanese 
visitors the weekend of Aug. 31-Sept. 1.  Details to follow.  
Approved $1000 from our "hunger fund" to go to the food 
pantry in Buena Vista. Approved Rafiki as the fifth interna-
tional group to support with $2000 in 2019 Still seeking a vol-
unteer to replace Lori Inman as the coordinator for LexPres 
workers at Community Table each month. The Johnsons, the 
missionaries we support in Zambia, will be visiting LexPres 
July 20-21.  Another $30,000 has been sent to the clinic in 
Phalaza, from a church in Illinois.  The total raised - $65,000 
Planning:  Will meet 3/7 to begin talks regarding staffing 
after Sarah’s retirement in October . 
Property: Mike Strickler obtaining bids for courtyard pro-
ject. 
Congregational Life requested permission to have a mural 
painted in Dunlap over the bar across from the buffet line.  
Request approved. 
Worship:  Maundy Thursday/Seder – 4/18/19 – Dunlap 
Auditoriu, 5:30 PM;  Easter Sunrise Service – 4/21/19 at 
Manly Baptist, 7:00 AM;  Plan to resume coffee fellowship 
during Summer; Linda Franke has announced she will retire 
from being Communion Tzarina.  Seeking a replacement.   

SESSION NEWS 

RECIPE OF THE MONTH: Almond Cookies (Dim Sum Variety) 
Ingredients: 
 Red food coloring  1 – Cup Crisco shortening plus 3 Tblspns 1 – Cup Sugar  
 1 – Egg (beaten) 1 Teaspoon Almond Extract   1 ½ Cups – Cake Flour 
 ½ - Teaspoon Baking Soda ½ - Teaspoon Salt 
Directions: 
Preheat oven to 350 degrees.  Pour a few drops of red food coloring into a small bowl and set aside. 
With an electric mixer, beat the shortening together with the sugar until creamy.  Beat in egg and almond extract.  
In another bowl, sift together the flour, baking soda and salt.  Stir the flour mixture into the sugar-shortening mix-
ture and mix well.  Scoop up a tablespoon of dough with a spoon and form into a walnut-sized ball.  Place onto 
an ungreased cookie sheet and press ball slightly with your thumb to create a flat spot on the top.  Dip the end of 
a bamboo chopstick into red food coloring and touch the center of each cookie to make a red dot.  Bake until 
slightly browned, 15 to 18 minutes.  Cool.     Enjoy!  Skip 

MONTREAT MUSIC AND WORSHIP June 16-21, 2019 
This is a time for Reflection, Relaxation, Recreation, and Refreshment. Our church has rented the SAME cottage on 
Texas Road for years.  It is near the action and is free lodging for you!   It is also air-conditioned, which is a plus.  Call 
the church office at 463-3873, or Barbara Winfrey at 463-5500 to reserve room for you and family. 

JOIN LEX PRES AS WE STRIDE FOR THE CURE! 
This is the 20th year for Lexington’s Great Strides for Cystic Fibrosis event in Lexing-
ton.  Great Strides is the Foundation's largest fundraiser and has been instrumental in 
funding the science that is nearing a cure.  Please make plans to join Lex Pres friends 

& families on Saturday, April 27th, 9:30am, starting at Jordan’s Point Park. 
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