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17 So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, 
everything has become new! 18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself 
through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God 
was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and 
entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. 20 So we are ambassadors for Christ, since 
God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to 
God. 21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God.  (2 Cor. 5:17-21 NRSV) 
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 My plan for today was to preach about something else…”Daily Worship.”  I 
changed my mind Friday, not because I don’t think daily worship is a pivotal point from 
which our lives can be fashioned by Christ.  A habit of daily worship helps us get the 
proportions of existence right.  That is what I was going to preach about until Friday 
afternoon…but that topic will have to wait for another day. 
 Thursday at the 5:00 worship/Bible study we looked at 2 Corinthians 5…and did 
some thinking and praying about the reconciling work God has done on us…and the 
reconciling work God has given us to do.  Paul put it this way.  He said Christ has given 
us his ministry…i.e., a “ministry of reconciliation.”1 
 As a part of our discussion Thursday we talked about how this “ministry of 
reconciliation” depends upon a “theology of weakness.”  Let me quickly explain. 
 The Apostle Paul realized that Christ's death and resurrection reconciled us to God, 
to one another, and to ourselves.  The initial reconciling work was God's work through 
Christ.  It was not the disciples’ work.  It is not our work.  There is nothing we can do to 
make ourselves right with God.  We can’t simply work harder, lift more weight, do or say 
more things.  The part we play is in response to God's initial reconciling work.  The part 
we play is to be recipients of an unearned gift…God's mercy and grace.  
 A theology of weakness acknowledges that we are all equally in need of what 
Christ alone has done, is doing, and will do for us.  God's mercy and grace are an 
equalizer. You are no more or less in need of God's mercy than me…and there is not a soul 
on this planet any more or less in need than we are of what Christ has done and is going. 
 What we talked about Thursday worked on me Thursday night and all day Friday 
as I rode my bicycle on the Blue Ridge Parkway with John Turnbull.  And so I scrapped 
the sermon I had written and here we go.   
 The second passage before us is also from 2 Corinthians.  The bulletin tells you 
something else.  I’ll be reading a version of 2 Corinthians 12:8-10.  If you’d like to follow 
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along in the pew Bible, I’ll give you a minute to find it.  Mind you, the version I’ll be 
reading is slightly different than what you’ll see in the New Revised Standard Version. 
 

Three different times I begged the Lord to take it away (a thorn in his flesh).  Each time he 
said, “My grace is sufficient.  My power is made perfect in your weakness.”  So now I am 
glad to boast about my weakness, so the power of Christ may work through me.  Since I 
know it is all for Christ's good, I am quite content with my weakness and with insults, 
hardships, persecutions, and calamities.  For when I am weak, then I am strong.  (1 Cor. 
12:8-10) 
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 Maybe there was a time when the people of this country were more divided, but I 
don’t’ remember it.  Maybe I had my head in the sand…but I think there is something 
about our current civil discourse that is troubling and dangerous. 
 What will bring us together as a people?  It’s the question on everyone’s mind…or 
at least I hope it is on everyone’s mind.  We are so divided…what will bring us together?  
Lord only knows.  But, then, that is good news, isn’t it, because the Lord does know.   
 So, what is it the Lord knows? The Lord knows we are all broken…every one of us 
is broken.  The insightful Catholic theologian of the last century, Thomas Merton, said, 
“We are bodies of broken bones.”  In fact, being broken is what makes us human.2  Both of 
those statements are true, aren’t they?  Every one of us is broken and bruised…and 
acknowledging our brokenness puts us in touch with our humanity? 
 I’ve been reading a powerful book by a man named Bryan Stevenson.  He has spent 
his life defending people who were falsely convicted of crimes they did not commit and 
were sentenced to death row.  He defends men and women who are not guilty of the crime 
they were convicted of. 
 In his work for over 25-years, he has spent a lot of time struggling against 
inequality, abusive power, poverty, oppression, and injustice.  Spending so much time 
close to suffering, death, executions, and cruel punishment…he realized it was not just the 
people he represented who were broken.  So was he.  He realized you can’t effectively 
fight abusive power, poverty, inequality, illness, oppression, or injustice and not be broken 
by it.3 

Stevenson knew he was not alone.  He realized we are bodies of broken bones…all 
of us…no exceptions.  Sometimes we are fractured by the choices we make.  Sometimes we 
are shattered by things we would never have chosen.4   

The choice we all have is that we can embrace our brokenness, our common 
humanity…which means being honest about our broken natures.  Or we can deny our 
brokenness, forswear compassion, and, as a result, deny our humanity.5  This second 
choice is the way of death.  This second choice, the choice of self-denial, allows us to point 
fingers at one another as if the other is the flawed and broken one.  The second choice, the 
choice of denying our brokenness, makes reconciliation impossible.  The second choice is 
the regrettable choice we and so many people across our land are making.   
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Obviously it is an uphill battle to get all of us in this room, let alone everyone in the 
public square, to come to terms with their brokenness.  Avoiding any and every sign of 
weakness appears to be the highest priority.   

But that is what it means to be disciples of Jesus…to know we are weak and he is 
strong…to realize our strength entails humility, compassion, forgiveness.  As people of 
faith we believe Jesus defines true strength, don’t we…not the pretend self-made among 
us, not the bullies, not the ones who delude themselves by thinking no one notices their 
brokenness. 

The Apostle Paul could see that the church at Corinth was fractured.  And at the 
heart of their fracture was that the members of that congregation were not willing or able 
to admit their brokenness.  They were unwilling and unable to realize their common 
humanity…which is to say, that every one of them needed Jesus.  None of them were self-
sufficient.  None of them were without sin.   

To them all Paul said, “You are a new creation…a new creation because of the grace 
and mercy of God.  None of you is exempt from needing what Christ alone has given you.  
Be reconciled to Christ…and become one in him.” 
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The way forward is the way of the cross…the way of humility…the way of honest 

self-awareness.  The way forward is about realizing we are all in the same boat…we are all 
broken and in need of the mending Christ alone wants to provide. 

“What would happen if we all just acknowledged our brokenness…if we owned up 
to our weaknesses, our deficits, our biases, our fears?  Maybe we would look harder for 
solutions to our polarization…solutions to caring for the disabled, the abused, the 
neglected, and the traumatized.”6  The list could go on and on, couldn’t it? 

There is much about us as a society that is truly troubling.  But that is not the whole 
story, is it?  As the old hymn declares, “This is my Father’s world…” That, my friends, is 
good news.  It is the gospel message.  It is a message strong and true…a message that can 
transform us as individuals, us as a congregation, and us as a people.  

As people of faith let us take up the ministry of reconciliation…out of a sense of 
gratitude for God's unfailing love and mercy that are new every day…and are as sure as 
the sunrise.7   
        Sermon by William M. Klein 
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