
 ANNOUNCEMENTS  
     
 PRESENTATION OF OFFERING   

        Anthem    All People That on Earth Do Dwell Thomas Tallis 

        Doxology (sung)   

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise 

Him, all creatures here below; Praise Him above, 

ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy 

Ghost.  Amen. 

        Prayer of Dedication                                                                 
 

HEARING THE WORD 
 

A TIME WITH THE CHILDREN  
 Hymn 741, v. 1  Guide My Feet 
 Children’s Time   
 Hymn 741, v. 3  Guide My Feet 
 
SCRIPTURE READING  Mark 9:38-50 NT (p. 42) 

 
 SERMON         Scattering Stumbling Blocks William M. Klein  
 

A TIME OF SILENT REFLECTION  [A time to reflect upon the 
implications of scripture and sermon for your life.] 

   
 HYMN 451   Open My Eyes, That I May See 

 
RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

 AFFIRMATION OF FAITH [An expression of our common hope 
and purpose.] 
Affirmation in Words (unison)       

   from A Declaration of Faith (PCUSA) 

We acknowledge one God alone, whose demands on 

us are absolute, whose help for us is sufficient.  That 

One is the Lord, whom we worship, serve, and trust.  

Our words cannot adequately say who God is or 

how he works.  The Lord’s requirements are not 

always what we think is best.  The Lord’s care for us 

is not always what we want.  God comes to us on his 

own terms and is able to do more than we ask or 

think. In the biblical story God moves with Israel 

and the church as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, to 

establish his just and loving rule in the world.  That 

story is still unfolding and in faith we make it our 

own.  It forms our memory and our hope.  It tells us 

who we are and what we are to do. To retell it is to 

declare what we believe.  To serve such a God is 

perfect freedom.  To worship such a God is highest 

joy. (Ch. 1, (1-4), lines 1-12, 20-27, 38-39) 

 

 

Affirmation in Song (sung through twice)   Gloria, Gloria 

Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

    Gloria, gloria, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE     
   
LORD'S PRAYER (unison)  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 

bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 

debtors.  Lead us not into temptation but deliver us 

from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power 

and the glory, forever.  Amen.   
 

 HYMN 44  Like a Mother Who Has Borne Us 
 
 BLESSING IN WORD  [A departing blessing] 
 
 CHORAL RESPONSE     Open Our Eyes Will C. Macfarlane 

  
 BLESSING IN MUSIC [During the playing of the music you are 

encouraged to greet one another, sharing the peace of Christ, or 
to remain seated and allow the music to aid you in fashioning 
some final prayers.   

    Praeludium in F-Sharp Minor Dietrich Buxtehude 
  

 All are invited and encouraged to attend Coffee Fellowship in Brady 
Chapel. 

 Those who are able may stand. 

 
MUSIC NOTES: 

Choir Music: The choral call to worship, setting Psalm 5:9 and Psalm 4:9, is 
a short work by Samuel Sebastian Wesley (1810-1876), an English organist 
who served at a number of cathedrals, and who was the grandson of Charles 
Wesley, the noted hymn writer and leader of the Methodist movement.  The 
choir’s text: 

Lead me, Lord, lead me in thy righteousness.  

Make thy way plain before my face. 

For it is thou, Lord, thou, Lord, only, that makest me dwell in safety. 

The anthem, by the English musician, Thomas Tallis (1505-1585), sets a 
well-known paraphrase of Psalm 100 by the Scottish-born cleric, scholar, and 
translator, William Kethe (1555-1593), which was published in Day’s Psalter 
(1560), an important hymn collection. For a slightly revised version of the 
anthem text, see Hymn 385.   

The closing choral response is taken from an anthem by Will C. Macfarlane 
(1870-1945), English-born American organist and composer, whose career 
included service at St. Thomas Church in New York City.  The choir’s 
response text: 

Open our eyes, O loving and compassionate Jesus, 

that we may see to follow thee, Jesus, our savior and redeemer. 

Congregational Hymns:  The original German text of “Sing Praise to God, Who 

Reigns Above” was written by the lawyer and religious figure, Johann Jacob 

Schütz (1640-1690).  Our English version is the creation of Frances Elizabeth Cox 

(1812-1897), one of the foremost translators of German hymns.  The tune (“Mit 

Freuden Zart”) first appeared in one of the most important early protestant 

hymnals, the Bohemian Brethren’s Kirchengeseng(1566). The choir’s descant is 

by XXXX.  At the children’s time, we sing from “Guide My Feet,” an African-

American spiritual echoing Hebrews 12:1-2.  The tune was harmonized by 

Wendell Whalum (1932-1987), scholar, teacher, conductor of the Morehouse 

College Glee Club, and a leading figure in the use and study of African-American 

music.  The well-known “Open My Eyes, That I May See” was created in 1895 

by the American author, teacher, and composer, Clara Scott (1841-1897), the first 

woman to publish a collection of her own anthems.  The Congregationalist 

minister and professor (Dickinson College), Daniel Bechtel (b. 1932), wrote 

“Like a Mother Who Has Borne Us” in 1986.  We sing his words to a tune 

(“Austin”) by William P. Rowan (b. 1951), American church musician, composer, 

and liturgist. 

Organ Music: The prelude, by the great 20th-century organist, Helmut Walcha 

(1907-1991) is based on the melody of today’s opening congregational hymn 

(“Mit Freuden Zart”). The postlude is a taken from one of the most brilliant of 

the extended organ compositions of the German master musician, Dietrich 

Buxtehude (1637-1707).   

 
 

 
    

NURSERY SCHEDULE 

The nursery will be available from 8:30 am (for Early Worship 
attendees) until 12:15 – after the final worship service. 

 
 
 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
SUN      9:15 Youth Choir 
(9/23)     9:45 Sunday School 
       11:00 Worship 
         5:30 Youth Group 
         7:00 Handbells Practice 
 
MON    Community Table Dessert Day 
(9/24)     9:30 Shawl Ministry 
 
TUES (9/25)  10:00 Lectio Divina 
       
WEDS   10:00 Newsletter Assembly 
(9/26)     4:30 Administrative Council 
 
THURS     5:00 Bible Study 
(9/27)   7:30 Choir Practice   
 
SUN      8:45 Worship 
(9/30)     9:15 Youth Choir 
         9:45 Sunday School 
       11:00 Worship 
         5:00 Community Hymn Sing @ Grace Episcopal 
         7:00 Handbells Practice 
            

RARA Pantry Item of the month (Sept): Canned Meat 
 
 

                 
             
                
                     
            
        
                              
                               
       
   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
              
                                 



Announcements & Opportunities 
 

Assisting with 11:00am worship leadership this morning is Chris 
Handy.  
 
“The flowers are given by the Fairchilds family to honor the 
memory of Ralph and Edith Lackey and their lifelong dedication to 
Lexington Presbyterian Church.” 
 
Our sympathy to Kevin Burke on the loss of his brother this past 
week.  
 
If you would like to make financial contributions in response to the 
devastation wrought by Hurricane Florence, you may make checks 
to:  Lexington Presbyterian Church.  On the memo line please write 
– “Hurricane Florence.”   When we receive word that the time is 
right we plan to organize a disaster response team to travel to the 
New Bern, NC, area. 
 
We have an opening for flowers this upcoming Sunday, September 
30th.  Please call the front office if you’d like to provide.  Thank you!  
 
There will be a Latino Heritage Festival this Monday, September 
24th, 6:00pm, Hopkins Green Park.  Fun for the whole family, live 
music, traditional dancing, food, and much more.   
 
COMMUNITY HYMN SING: Come out to a Community Hymn 

Sing at Grace Episcopal Church on Sunday, September 30th, 
5:00pm.  The sing will be followed by a community dinner, where 
a free will offering will be taken to benefit RARA Food Pantry.   
 
THANTASTIC THURSDAYS are back in full swing during the 
month of October.  We’ll have four programs, each of the four 
Thursdays in October.  On October 4th, come enjoy an Italian Night 
menu — your favorite Italian cuisine with homemade garlic bread 
and salad bar – homemade desserts, of course.  Our first program of 
the season will be Sarah providing a talk on “What I Did on My 
Sabbatical”. Plan for plenty of pictures and storytelling. Dinner 
begins at 5:45 with the program beginning at 6:30. Parents who 
would like child care should make arrangements with Sarah Hill by 
Wednesday. The price remains at $6 per person with a maximum of 
$16 per family. Sign up in the book located outside the church office. 
  
CHURCH PICNIC October 7th 1-3:30pm at Lake Robertson – Enjoy 
and afternoon of fun with your church family!  Three legged race, 
sack race and bring your best pie to enter it into our pie baking 
contest.  Bring a covered dish to share:  Last names between A-M – 
bring dessert; N-Z – bring Sides/Salads.  Sign up in the book located 
outside the church office.  Directions from the church: go south on 
Route 11, turn right on Thornhill Road (toward Collierstown) and 
follow the signs to Lake Robertson.   
 

HOUSE CHURCH 2018 – 2019: We will begin signing up for House 
Church this month.   House Church is a small casual gathering of 
church members to share a pot luck meal and get to know each other 
better.   We meet in members homes once a month (day decided by 
each group) and after dinner participate in a group discussion on 
assorted subjects as provided by Bill Klein or suggested by the 
group.  Please,  sign up on the sheets on the table at the Murray Hall 
entrance by 9/30.  House Church to begin in October.   
 
HOST FAMILIES NEEDED: We are hoping that you might be 
willing to host two or three Rats for just ONE of the Sunday.  
Contact Pat Wiese 979-571-6411 or patwiese1951@gmail.com.Here 
are the dates needed: 

October 14, 21 (Parents’ Weekend), and 28, November 4 and 11, 
December 2, 9, and 16 (Finals’ week), January 20 and 27 

 
 

* If you are carrying a cell phone or some other electronic 
device, please turn it off before worship begins. * 

 
 
 

Please ask an Usher for assistance with hearing devices  

& large print bulletins 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 
  Lexington Presbyterian Church 

120 South Main Street 

  Lexington, VA 24450 

              www.lexpres.org  

540-463-3873   
  SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

   23 September 2018 
    11:00 AM 

  
GATHERING OF THE PEOPLE 

 
 MUSIC OF PREPARATION   

    Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above Helmut Walcha 
     
 CALL TO WORSHIP    from Numbers 11 

Upon this gathering of people, pour out your Spirit, O Lord.   

Be near to us and speak to us, and we will 

proclaim your glory. 
 

CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP   

                               Lead Me, Lord[p. 78] Samuel S. Wesley 
 
 WELCOME  
   
 PRAYER OF ADORATION  

 
 HYMN 645 Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above 

 
 A TIME OF CONFESSION   
  Prayer of Confession (unison) 

God our comfort and strength, you know our 

hidden faults, our secret sins.  With our hands we 

grasp at power; with our feet we stumble into evil; 

with our eyes we look out for ourselves.  Forgive 

us, gracious God, and lead us in your way of life 

and love and peace. 

  Silent Confession  

  Assurance of Pardon  

  Congregational Response (responsive) 

We are washed in the waters of God's grace.   

 Thanks be to God.  

The Peace (responsive) 

The peace of Christ be with you.    

 And also with you. 

 

mailto:patwiese1951@gmail.com
http://www.lexpres.org/

