
Affirmation in Song (sung through twice)   Gloria, Gloria 
Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria, gloria, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   
 

LORD'S PRAYER (unison)  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as 
we forgive our debtors.  Lead us not into temptation but 
deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, forever.  Amen.         

 
 HYMN 110 Love Has Come 

 

 BLESSING IN WORD  [A departing blessing] 
 
 CONGREGATIONAL  RESPONSE         Angels We Have Heard on High 

Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
And the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!   
  

BLESSING IN MUSIC [During the playing of the music you are encouraged to 

greet one another, sharing the peace of Christ, or to remain seated and allow 
the music to aid you in fashioning some final prayers.] 

 
    All are invited to attend New Year’s Eve Fellowship in Brady Chapel. 

  Those who are able may stand.    

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Our organist/choir director today is Powell Leitch.   The soloist is Amanda Tuchler. 
 
Assisting with worship leadership this morning is Neely Young. 
 
Community Table Volunteers: Volunteers are needed at the Community Table, 
Monday, January 8th.  Servers (6), 5:30 – 7:00 and clean-up crew (6) 7:00-8:30. Sign up 
on the sheet in Murray Hall, or call Lori Inman at 615-585-4828 or email: 
llwjpi@hotmail.com. 
 
THANTASTIC THURSDAY: January 11 will be a performance by the musical group 
Wonder led by Jimmy Hickman. The music is a mixture of gospel and country. 
Dunlap Aud. 5:45pm, cost: $6/person, $16/family, under 5 & campus students free.  
Please RSVP to kkennedy@lexpres.org or 463-3873 by Tuesday before the event.  

 
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 120 South Main Street 
31 December 2017  Lexington, VA 24450 
11:00 AM   www.lexpres.org 
     540-463-3873 
  
 

GATHERING OF THE PEOPLE 
 

 MUSIC OF PREPARATION   
 
 CALL TO WORSHIP (unison)  Ann Weems from Kneeling in Bethlehem 

When the Holy Child is born into our hearts 

there is a rain of stars 

a rushing of angels 

a blaze of candles 

this God burst into our lives. 

Love is running in the streets. 

Let us worship God. 
 
 WELCOME  
   
 PRAYER OF ADORATION  

 
 HYMN 143                       Angels, From the Realms of Glory 

  
 A TIME OF CONFESSION   
  Prayer of Confession (responsive)       Ann Weems from Kneeling in Bethlehem 

What concerns me, what lies on my heart, is this: 
 That we in the church 

  papered and programmed 

  articulate and agenda-ed 

     are telling the faith story all wrong, 

   are telling it as though it happened 
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  two thousand years ago 

  or is going to happen 

 as soon as the church budget is raised. 

We seem to forget that Christ’s name is Emmanuel, 

 God with Us, 

not just when he sat among us 

 but now, 

 when we cannot feel the nail prints in his hands. 
   
  Silent Confession  

  Assurance of Pardon 

  Congregational Response (responsive) 

We are washed in the waters of God's grace.  Thanks be to God.    

  The Peace (responsive) 

The peace of Christ be with you.      And also with you. 
  

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
     
 PRESENTATION OF OFFERING  
  ANTHEM                 Love Came Down at Christmas                    John Rutter   
     

           Love came down at Christmas, Love all lovely, love divine; 

Love was born at Christmas, Star and angels gave the sign. 

 

Worship we the Godhead, Love incarnate, love divine, 

Worship we our Jesus: But wherewith for sacred sign? 

 

Love shall be our token, Love be yours and love be mine; 

Love to God and all mean, Love for plea and gift and sign. 

- Christina Rossetti 

 
 Doxology (sung)   

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise him all 

creatures here below, Praise him above ye heavenly 

host; Praise Father Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 Prayer of Dedication                                                                 
 

HEARING THE WORD 
 

A TIME WITH THE CHILDREN  
  Congregational Hymn (sung seated)                               Hymn 116, v. 1 
  Children’s Message 
  Congregational Hymn                                 Hymn 116, v. 4                                

 
FIRST READING                    Isaiah 61:10 – 62: 3 (OT p.650) 
 
SECOND READING                Luke 2: 22 – 40 (NT p.55) 
 
SERMON                       All Things New   Sarah Hill 
 
A TIME OF SILENT REFLECTION  [A time to reflect upon the 

implications of scripture and sermon for your life.] 
  

 HYMN 148                   Mary and Joseph Came to the Temple 
   

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

 AFFIRMATION OF FAITH [An expression of our common hope and purpose.] 
Affirmation in Word (unison)     Ann Weems from Kneeling in Bethlehem 

Christmas comes every time we see God in other persons. 

The human and the holy meet in Bethlehem  

       or in Times Square.  

         for Christmas comes like a golden storm  

         on its way to Jerusalem –  

       determinedly, inevitably… 

Even now it comes in the face of hatred and warring— 

no atrocity too terrible to stop it, 

no Herod strong enough, 

no hurt deep enough, 

no curse shocking enough,  

no disaster shattering enough. 

For someone on earth will see the star, 

someone will hear the angel voices, 

someone will run to Bethlehem, 

someone will know peace and good will: 

  the Christ will be born!   Amen. 


