
 ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 Life-of-the-Church – Margie Page – Diversity Serves 
     
 PRESENTATION OF OFFERING   

        Anthem What Child Is This? English melody, arr. Smoke  

        Doxology (sung)   

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise 

Him, all creatures here below; Praise Him above, 

ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy 

Ghost.  Amen. 

        Prayer of Dedication                                                                 
 

HEARING THE WORD 
A TIME WITH THE CHILDREN  

 Congregational Hymn (sung seated)      Hymn 105 

 Children’s Message 4¢-A-Meal Offering 
   

SCRIPTURE READINGS Mark 1:1-8 NT (p. 32) 

   Mark 16:5-8 NT (p. 51) 
 

 SERMON Christmas With Gospel Writers William M. Klein   
 

A TIME OF SILENT REFLECTION  [A time to reflect upon the 
implications of scripture and sermon for your life.] 

 
  HYMN 88 (verses 1, 6, & 7) O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

  
RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

 
 AFFIRMATION OF FAITH [An expression of our common hope 

and purpose.] 
Affirmation in Words (unison)    The Apostles' Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, His only 

Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 

Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He 

descended into hell; the third day he rose again 

from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and 

sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the 

quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Ghost; the 

holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the 

forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; 

and the life everlasting.   Amen. 
  

Affirmation in Song (sung through twice)  Gloria, Gloria 
Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

Gloria, gloria, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   
 

LORD'S PRAYER (unison)  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 

bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 

debtors.  Lead us not into temptation but deliver us 

from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power 

and the glory, forever.  Amen 
 
 HYMN 106   Prepare the Way, O Zion        

     
 BLESSING IN WORD  [A departing blessing] 
 
 CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord 

    Steven Schwartz  
 

BLESSING IN MUSIC [During the playing of the music you are 
encouraged to greet one another, sharing the peace of Christ, 
or to remain seated and allow the music to aid you in 
fashioning some final prayers.] 

        Savior of the Nations, Come. BWV 661   Johann Sebastian Bach 
 

 Those who are able may stand.   

 
 

* If you are carrying a cell phone or some other electronic device, 
please turn it off before worship begins. * 

 
 

All are invited to attend Coffee & Lemonade Fellowship in 
Brady Chapel. 

 
 

Please ask an Usher for assistance with hearing devices  

& large print bulletins 

 

 

 

 

Music Notes: 
 

Handbell Music:  The prelude is an arrangement (1993) by the noted handbell 

musician, Cathy Moklebust (b. 1958) of a Danish Christmas carol (“Det kimer nu 

til Jule-Fest”), composed by the Danish musician Carl Christian Nicolaj Balle 

(1806-1855).   The anthem is an arrangement (2000) by the Alabama-based 

musician, Gary R. Smoke, of the English melody ‘Greensleeves,’ to which is 

widely sung the carol ‘What Child is This.’ 
 
Choir Music: The introit is taken from a hymn by the German pastor/scholar and 

prolific hymn writer, Johann von Rist (1607-1667), as translated by the great 

Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878).  The choral arrangement, on a German 

melody from a collection published in 1598, is by the German musician (and 

theologian and hymn writer), Bartolomäus Gesius (1562-1613).  The choir’s text:  

Arise, sons of the kingdom! The king is drawing nigh. 

Arise, and hail with gladness The ruler from on high. 

Ye Christians, hasten forth! Your praise and homage bring him. 

And glad hosannas sing him; Naught else your love is worth. 

O rich, the gifts thou bring’st us, Thyself made poor and weak; 

O love beyond expression That thus can sinners seek! 

For this, O Lord, will we Our joyous tribute bring thee, 

And glad hosannas sing thee, And ever grateful be. 
 

Congregational Hymns: “O Lord, How Shall I Meet Thee” is one of the 
many great hymns written by the German pastor, Paul Gerhardt (1607-1676).  
We know it in an English version by Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878), one 
of the great translators.  The tune was composed in 1613 by the German 
pastor and musician, Melchior Teschner (1584-1635). The choir’s descant is 
by Lois Fyfe.  At the children’s time we sing the Advent hymn, “People, 
Look East,” by the English writer, Eleanor Farjeon (1881-1965).  The tune 
(“Besançon) is an old French carol tune first published in an English carol 
collection in 1871, and harmonized for The Oxford Book of Carols (1928) by 
the English composer/scholar, Martin Shaw (1875-1958).  The familiar “O 
Come, O Come, Emmanuel,” is a series of 9th-century Latin antiphons 
(known as the “O” Antiphons, since each begins with “O” followed by a 
biblical title for the Messiah) for Advent vespers.  We know them in the 
wonderful English version by John Mason Neale (1818-1866), an English 
scholar and priest, whom many consider unsurpassed in his ability to 
maintain the sense of Latin and Greek texts while creating wonderful English 
poems.  The tune, found by Neale in a 15th-century French Missal, was 
arranged by Neale’s colleague and collaborator, Thomas Helmore, in 1854.  
The choir’s descant is by William McCorkle.  “Prepare the Way” was 
written in 1812 by the Swedish theologian-scholar F. M. Franzen.  Its 
translation, a composite, was adapted by Charles P. Price (b. 1920), 
Episcopal scholar and long-time professor at the Virginia Theological 
Seminary.  This hymn, set to a 17th-century Swedish tune, comes to The 
Presbyterian Hymnal from the American Lutheran liturgy.   The choir’s 
descant is by William McCorkle.  The closing congregational response is 
the familiar opening proclamation from Steven Schwartz’s memorable 
“Godspell” (1971). 

 
Organ Music:  The postlude is one of the many large-scale hymn-based organ 

preludes of J. S. Bach (1685-1750).  The hymn, which we know as ‘Savior of the 

Nations, Come’ (see Hymn 102), was first translated by Martin Luther in 1523 

from the Latin of Ambrose of Milan (4th Century).  The medieval chant melody 

associated with the Latin hymn was adapted for Luther’s text and included with it 

in the important early Reformation hymnal, Ein Enchiridion (Erfurt, 1524).  This 

wonderful melody has provided inspiration for a great number of vocal/choral 

and instrumental compositions over many centuries. 
 

 

 
Check out our 
homepage at 
www.lexpres.org. 

 

 
Join us on The City! 

https://lexpres.onthecity.org 
 

 
 
Like us on Facebook:  

www.facebook.com/lexpres.org/ 
 

 
Sermon audio now 
available for each 
sermon on our website 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.lexpres.org/
https://lexpres.onthecity.org/
http://www.facebook.com/lexpres.org/


Announcements & Opportunities 
 

The flowers are given to the glory of God and in celebration of the life of 
Lewis G. John. 
 
Assisting with worship leadership this morning is Nancy Whiteley, 
honorably retired PCUSA pastor.  The Beadle (young person who carries 
in the Bible) for the 11:00 worship is Jack Jensen. 
 
Lighting the Advent Wreath on this first Sunday of Advent are  
Will Murdock and Danny Carter.   
 
We will receive our monthly 4¢-A-MEAL offering during the time 
for the children.  This offering goes to combat hunger and poverty.  
Consider giving generously. 
 
This evening you are invited to attend our monthly Wholeness and 

Healing Service at 5:00 pm.  This 45 minute service is held each first 
Sunday evening of the month and is led by your pastor.   Everyone is 
welcome to attend… spread the word.  
 

We are grateful to our handbell quartet for participating in the 
musical leadership of the 11:00am service: Mary Harvey Halseth, 
Macy Coffey, Mayumi Smitka, and Ruth Warinner Floyd. 
 
Thank you to all who ordered wreaths.  If you’d like to order a 
poinsettia ($12 each) to be placed in the sanctuary, please contact 
Kimberly in the church office (463-3873 or kkennedy@lexpres.org) no 
later than Monday, December 11th. 
 
Community Table Volunteers: Volunteers are needed at the 
Community Table, Monday, December 11th.  Servers (6), 5:30 – 7:00 
and clean-up crew (6) 7:00-8:30. Sign up on the sheet in Murray Hall, 
or call Lori Inman at 615-585-4828 or email: llwjpi@hotmail.com. 
 
JESSE TREE:  On the Chrismon tree are gift cards describing a way 
for you or your family to help others through 1) Lisa’s House, 2) 
Community Table, 3) RARA, 4) Campus Kitchen & 5) Presbyterian 
Disaster Assistance.  Select one or more gifts to give and bring them to 
place under the tree.  There will be a box under the tree for checks.  
 
The worship schedule for the Advent and Christmas season will be 
as follows:   
 - Next Sunday, Dec 10 - normal two Sunday morning worship 
service schedule.   
 - Sunday, Dec 17 - one worship service at 11:00AM for the Nine 
Lessons and Carols.  The Joy Luncheon will be held in Dunlap 
Auditorium after the 11:00AM service.   
 - Christmas Eve we will have one worship service at 11:00am, 
followed by two evening services - a 5:00PM pageant and child-
oriented candlelight service.  The 7:30PM service will be a candlelight 
and Communion service.   
 - New Year’s Eve we will have a single worship service at 11:00am. 
 
THANTASTIC THURSDAY - On December 7, Bill McCorkle will lead 
us in familiar and fun Christmas hymns and carols which 
undoubtedly will get us all into the spirit of Christmas.  Dunlap Aud. 

5:45pm, cost: $6/person, $16/family, under 5 & campus students free.  
Please RSVP by Tuesday before the event. 
 
Music at Noon Dec 15th! The program, which will display the many 
wonderful sonorities of our C. B. Fisk pipe organ, will  offer  a  number  
of works  inspired  by  the  melody  of  a great reformation hymn 
version of the Magnificat,  the  well-known  song  of Mary (Luke 1).  
Plan to take a midday break for music on December 15! 
 
The INDOOR Farmers Market returns to Lex Pres (Dunlap) this 
season, 9am-1pm. The annual HOLIDAY Market is Weds, Dec 13 
also at Lex Pres. 
 

  
Following Time with the Children, those in Kindergarten through 
third grade will be excused to Enrichment. For children ages 3-12, 
there are folders in the foyer near the elevator with color sheets, 
puzzles and related worship materials, as well as children’s Bibles 
and books. 

The nursery will be available from 8:30am (for Early Worship 
attendees) until 12:15pm – after the final worship service. 

 
 

 
   Lexington Presbyterian Church 

120 South Main Street 

          Lexington, VA 24450 

              www.lexpres.org  

540-463-3873 
  

   SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
   3 December 2017 

    11:00 AM 
  

 
GATHERING OF THE PEOPLE 

 
 MUSIC OF PREPARATION  The Bells of Christmas 

 Danish Carol, arr. Moklebust 
 
 INTROIT   Arise, Sons of the Kingdom      Bartholomäus Gesius 
 
 WELCOME 
 
 LIGHTING OF THE FIRST ADVENT CANDLE   
   
 HYMN 104 O Lord, How Shall I Meet You 
 
 A TIME OF CONFESSION   

  Prayer of Confession (unison) 

Gracious God, we confess that we do not 

always keep faith with you or one another.  We 

tear down when we should build up.  We hurt 

when we mean to be kind.  We fail to forgive as 

you have forgiven us.  Have mercy on us, O 

God.  Soften our hearts, enlarge our capacity 

to care, and conform our wills to your own, 

that we may love one another well and serve 

you with joy. 

  Silent Confession  

  Assurance of Pardon  

  Congregational Response (responsive) 

We are washed in the waters of God's grace.   

 Thanks be to God.  

  The Peace (responsive) 

The peace of Christ be with you.    

 And also with you. 

  
   

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK 
 

SUN      Advent Week 1 
(12/3)      4¢-A-Meal Offering 
           5:00 Wholeness and Healing 
         5:00 LTT 
         6:00 Youth Group 
         7:00 Lam Handbells 
 
MON   10:00  Helping Hands 
(12/4)      5:00 Communications Committee 
           
TUES  10:00 Lectio Divina 
(12/5)    7:00 Session Prayer 
     7:30 Session Meeting 
     
WEDS    9:00 Indoor Farmer’s Market in Dunlap 
(12/6)        1:00 Outreach/RARA Meeting 
     4:30 Youth Subcommittee 
     
THURS   5:00 Bible Study 
(12/7)    5:45 Thantastic Thursday 
     7:30 Adult Choir  
 
SAT (12/9)   9:00 Parents Time Out 
  
SUN      Advent Week 2 
(12/10)     8:45  Informal Worship 
         9:00 Children’s Sub Committee 
         9:15 NO Youth Choir 
         9:45 Sunday School 
       11:00 Regular Worship 
             5:00 NO LTT 
         6:00 Youth Group 
         7:00 Lam Handbells 
 

RARA Pantry Item of the Month (Dec): Canned Tuna/Salmon 
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