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1 Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to 
have anything written to you. 2 For you yourselves know very well that the day of the 
Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3 When they say, "There is peace and security," 
then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant 
woman, and there will be no escape! 4 But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day 
to surprise you like a thief; 5 for you are all children of light and children of the day; we 
are not of the night or of darkness. 6 So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us 
keep awake and be sober; 7 for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk 
get drunk at night. 8 But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the 
breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 9 For God has 
destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 
who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. 11 
Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing.  (1 
Thess. 5:1-11 NRSV) 
 
14 "For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his 
property to them; 15 to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each 
according to his ability. Then he went away. 16 The one who had received the five talents 
went off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. 17 In the same way, 
the one who had the two talents made two more talents. 18 But the one who had received 
the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master's money. 19 After 
a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 20 Then the 
one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, 
"Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.' 21 His 
master said to him, "Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy 
in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.' 
22 And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, "Master, you handed over 
to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.' 23 His master said to him, "Well 
done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put 
you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.' 24 Then the one who had 
received the one talent also came forward, saying, "Master, I knew that you were a harsh 
man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; 25 so 
I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.' 
26 But his master replied, "You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap 
where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? 27 Then you ought to have 
invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was 
my own with interest. 28 So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten 
talents. 29 For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an 
abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 30 
As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.'  (Mt. 25:14-30 NRSV) 
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1 
 Both of our biblical passages this morning address this important question:  How 
do we live when we put on Christ?  What does it mean to “be dressed in faith, love, and 
the hope of salvation?”1  What does it mean to be trustworthy stewards of the new life we 
have been given through Christ?  In other words, what happens to us and in us when we 
put on Christ? 
 The reading from Matthew’s gospel account picks up in the middle of a story.  Jesus 
was talking to his disciples about the end of the age…and about his second coming…and 
about the challenges they would face as they sought to keep the faith until his return.2   
 He was very aware that false messiah’s would spring up who would likely distort 
his message.  How might that happen?  How might they distort Jesus’ message?  Oh, it 
would not be very difficult…whether you were living in 1st century Palestine or living in 
2017.  We live in a world that pays attention to the might of Rome…a world that worships 
power and influence and wealth…a world where hate is seen by many people as 
strength…a world that seems to be willing to do anything to reward the 1%.  Jesus’ 
message of love and forgiveness and mercy and servanthood and selflessness is a message 
that is hard to sell in our world and even harder to sustain.   
 Jesus’ message of sacrificial love and mutual respect and living one’s life according 
to a high moral and ethical code of behavior is a hard see in a culture where too many men 
treat women as “things,” as objects that exist for a man’s sexual pleasure and 
exploitation…in a culture where, in some corners, sexual harassment of women is 
condoned as, well, just boys-being-boys…in a culture where women are paid on average 
80¢ for the same work a man gets paid $1.00…in a culture where asking that our mothers 
and sisters and wives and daughters be treated with common dignity and respect is 
ridiculed by some as nothing more than bowing to the political correctness de jour. 
 Being true to the faith entails heavy lifting.  The followers of Jesus have the hard 
task of staying on their toes, staying alert, staying attentive, staying awake.  The gospel 
lesson and the passage from 1 Thessalonians encourage us to pay attention, to be attentive, 
to listen, to speak, and to act as those who are accustomed to wearing the breastplate of 
faith and hope and the helmet of salvation.   
 I’ll probably get no argument from you when I say this world of ours certainly 
seems to be, as Martin Luther suggested, “devils filled.”  There is much to be afraid of: 
failing health…people in positions of power getting way with exploiting the poor and 
powerless…mad-men walking into schools and churches movie theaters and night clubs 
and malls with guns blazing…mad-men with their finger on the literal and figurative 
nuclear trigger…and on and on.  There is much to be afraid of.   

Our Lord encourages us to be people who are unafraid…to be people who are not 
fearful of the terrible thing that may happen next.  Instead, we are encouraged to live as 
those who are practiced at being dressed in faith, love, and the hope of salvation…because 
when we are dressed in faith, love, and hope, we are sustained whate’er betide.   

2 
 Jesus wanted his followers to be filled with the gospel message because false 
messiahs would be coming along…and they would likely distort the gospel.  So, sitting 
with his disciples on the Mt. of Olives he taught them many things by use of exhortations 
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and a series of parables.  The parable we read today is known as the parable of the talents.  
It goes like this… 
 A man went on a long business trip and left his three servants in charge.  To one he 
entrusted five talents; to another, two; and to another, one.  What was a talent?  In Jesus’ 
day a single talent was a measure of weight approximating 75 pounds…a monetary unit 
roughly equal to sixteen years’ wages for a laborer…or in terms you and I can digest, an 
amount of money roughly equal to $15,000.3  That means the gifts were in the 
neighborhood of $75,000, $30,000, and $15,000…quite a bit of money the master entrusted 
to each of his servants.   
 After a long absence the master returned – and called his servants together in order 
to see what they had done with his money.  He wanted an accounting. 
 The first two invested it…and invested well.  They made a bundle in the stock 
market, which pleased the master no end.  The third man rolled his bills tightly and 
squeezed them into a Mason jar which he buried in his backyard.  When the master asked 
for his money, this third servant dug it up, and gave it back to the master, safe and 
secure…expecting the master to be pleased with his prudence.  But to his surprise, the 
master was white with rage.  So angry was the master that he grabbed the mason jar from 
the servant, gave it to the man with ten talents, and cast the one talent man into outer 
darkness. 
 That’s the parable.  Now, what was Jesus trying to say to his disciples sitting on the 
Mount of Olives and to us? 

3 
 On its face, this is a confusing and troubling parable.  There are things going on in 
this parable that seem opposed to so many things Jesus said elsewhere about God, how we 
are to treat one another, and the life of faith.  Are we to conclude that the owner represents 
God…and so God is also “a harsh man, reaping where he did not sow, and gathering 
where he did not scatter seed?”  Are we to conclude that the person who has wealth and 
makes more is to be given even more…while the person who is careful with what little he 
has will be punished?  Are we to conclude that the most wealthy deserve God’s blessing… 
while the person in the unemployment line deserves God’s condemnation? 
 See what I mean?  This parable is not one we can skim over…nor is it one we 
should easily dismiss.  It is a teaching that should itch our conscience and irritate our 
certainties. 
 I want to try to get at what Jesus may have been saying by having us consider the 
parable on two levels.  A first level may have to do with the actual funds with which we 
are entrusted.  It will come as no surprise to you this is stewardship season in this 
church…a time when we all make our commitments of time, talent, and money to the 
work of the church.  This is a time we tangibly demonstrate where our hearts lie.  In a 
sense, this is a time for us to make an accounting of what we have done with ourselves 
and our resources.   

Stewardship Season is a time to confirm what we have come to realize – that 
because God’s Spirit has dressed us in faith, love, and the hope of salvation, we have been 
able to be strong in the face of some truly sad things…and have been able to keep the faith 
when some truly frightening things have come our way.  We seek to be good and wise and 
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generous stewards as a way of saying, “Thank you.  We acknowledge that you, O God, are 
our comfort and strength.”   

4 
 At a second level, this parable may be saying we have certain abilities, skills, and 
talents that are to be put to good use.  The number of talents you or I may have is 
irrelevant.   What is important is what we do with what we have been given.   
 The problem is that people are rarely satisfied with the talents they have.  A man 
spends too much time wishing he had more talents – coveting another’s ability to play 
golf, for example, rather than appreciating his ability to sing beautifully.  A woman spends 
her days playing the “if-only” game.  It goes like this - "If I only had more self confidence 
or a better gift with words or a few steps quicker on the tennis court…”  The game 
inevitably includes blaming all her mistakes, errors, and defeats on others. 
 The third steward in the parable, the one who had one talent, hid that one talent, 
dug a hole in his yard, and buried it.  You and I are surprised, maybe shocked at his 
behavior.  It doesn't seem to us a responsible way to take care of such a large sum of 
money.  We have banks, after all.  He could at least have invested it in the back and earned 
simple interest.  We are shocked when the man entrusted with $15,000 buries it in the 
ground. 
 But here, for us, is a real surprise of the text.  Jesus’ listeners were surprised, not by 
the steward's behavior, but by the master's reaction.  Burying treasure was a commonly 
accepted way of securing money in those days.  Be careful…be cautious…play it safe… 
take no risks.  That was the common wisdom. 
 Remember the parable Jesus told about the treasure hidden in the field?  That 
parable was effective because burying treasure was a common practice.  The steward was 
acting properly, and as expected.  And everyone who heard the parable in that culture 
would have praised the third steward for his prudence – and condemned the other two for 
dealing so recklessly and irresponsibly with so great a sum of money.4 
 Preserving, safeguarding, being careful and cautions may be the order of the day 
for many of us…it certainly is for me sometimes.  But friends, Jesus expects us to use our 
faith…to live it…to invest our lives for the sake of the gospel truth.  We are expected to 
use whatever talents and resources we have to the glory of God, the up-building of the 
community of faith, and for the cause of justice for all.  Rather than sleepwalking through 
our days, we are to approach the each day wide-eyed, ears and hearts and minds open and 
expectant. 

5 
 What keeps coming back to me from these two texts is this:  God knows our lives 
work best when we put on Christ.  Why would we think otherwise?   
 So, let us be as open to the Holy Spirit as we possibly can so we may walk into the 
daylight dressed up in faith, love and the hope of salvation.  Let’s encourage one another 
with our words, our attitude, and our actions.  Let’s not sleepwalk through life.  Let’s keep 
our eyes open and be smart.  We are creatures of Day…so let’s allow God’s Spirit to help 
us act like it.5  Amen. 
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