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 Tomorrow begins the Season of Gifts; the season where many 
search diligently for the perfect gift for those on their list. Whether 
you spend lavishly for presents for everyone you know, or buy only 
for your closest friends and family, or if you really don’t buy any 
presents at all, nevertheless, from now until Christmas – and 
beyond – giving, or at least, - buying is in the air.  
 
 One challenge for us is to find ways of disentangling ourselves 
from the sheer force of merchandizing that engulfs this season. It is 
all too easy to lose sight of the reasons for our giving; we place 
repayment of gift giving before the joy of giving without need. 
Perhaps what we should practice in our lives is how to receive gifts 
as an expression of love, not as a debt to return in kind. 
 

But tomorrow we begin this season by giving thanks. We, for 
the most part, gather with family and friends and sometimes 
strangers, to sit at table, to give thanks, break bread and be 
grateful for what we have. And certainly we are not grateful for 
just the material things like a moist perfectly roasted turkey, a not 
too sweet sweet potato casserole, a 65 inch HD television on which 
to watch the Tech vs. Virginia football game ; or perhaps actual 
whipped cream on the best pecan pie ever  -- yes all reasons to be 
grateful.  

   
 But deep in our hearts we give thanks for those things which 

are intangible blessings that make life so precious to us: 
relationships in families (even dysfunctional ones); friendship where 
we choose to invite and include others in our family circles; healing 
of body and mind that gives us a new clarity of life; reconciliation 
that brings differing views to common ground; love that comforts 
and forgives to smoothes life’s hard edges; and faith that can 
sustain our hope when we see and experience a world in torment. 



When we consider what makes our lives worth living that is the 
place where our deepest gratitude is nestled.  

 
On this Thanksgiving Eve as we gather as one in community, 

we are in the presence of the greatest giver of all. God never keeps 
count of our shortcomings or mistakes, but delights in our faithful 
efforts. God is continually ready to give us all that we need to make 
this community truly grace filled.  In the gospel reading Jesus is 
described as The Word revealing grace and truth, making known the 
glory of God. The faithful community, then and now, receives a 
share in the fullness of the Christ as grace upon grace. What a 
present is grace!  

 
In this coming season of buying and selling, giving and getting, 

it is important to remember that grace can not be bought. And 
perhaps we need to practice not only how to receive grace but ways 
in which we can fully appreciate the gift of grace. Our response to 
receiving grace by showing our gratitude is our gift to God. 
Gratitude can be given in so many ways. This community is awash in 
expressions of love of friend and neighbor. The one that comes to 
my mind first is the way this community has gathered around the 
Congolese family, the Kilzoes. Truly one of the best examples of a 
village working together to ensure success with sensitivity to the 
needs and understandings of this refugee family. Rather than 
imposing our thinking on them, many revisions in the plan were 
made to accommodate their needs and desires. I could stand here 
much longer listing the many projects of this community that come 
to the aid of those in need. Many of you form the leadership in 
those endeavors. In these many and numerous ways, we are making 
God known – in truth and grace. 

 
This Thanksgiving Day let us remember that we are God’s own 

dear children and by recognizing that gift of grace, we are freed to 
show our gratitude in lavish ways, in truth and grace, grace upon 
grace.  Amen. 


