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 Have you ever had an ordinary Christmas? A Christmas that you can’t 
remember anything special happening? A Christmas that came and went 
without any anticipation or visitation or expectation? Even Christmases that 
don’t go so well – say like when everyone gets sick – those are particularly 
memorable – or when the ham is too salty or the present wasn’t right – or 
someone doesn’t make their connecting flight – all of the circumstances that 
when rolled up make for more-than-ordinary Christmases. 
  

Of course with all that “is Christmas,” there is plenty to go wrong. There 
are months of shopping, the chaos of Black Friday, Green Saturday, Red Sunday 
and Cyber Monday – millions of shoppers desperate to get the best deal on the 



perfect gift that will make for the most non-ordinary Christmas ever – all 
pressure aside. 

 
 The first Christmas had many of these same experiences, not all good. 
First of all Mary was pregnant by the Holy Spirit which was frightening and 
glorious all at the same time – which can be said for any pregnancy. Joseph and 
Mary had to travel when everyone else was travelling and they were probably 
lucky to have a donkey. We aren’t sure of the season, but they needed a place 
to stay. And certainly they needed a place to stay because Mary was about to 
give birth. Considering the infant mortality rate, having a baby in a barn where 
animals lived, did not increase the odds of a healthy birth. And yet, on this 
very first Christmas, dozens of miracles came together, and Jesus was born. 
 I know it is July – just about 6 months give or take from Christmas in 
December. I started this “Christmas in July” sermonizing many years ago 
because I would get mad at stores, particularly furniture stores, co-opting 
Christmas in the middle of the summer, to entice people to buy more things. 
Christmas is so commercialized in December, I just couldn’t tolerate Christmas 
being abused in July as well. I thought that looking at this scripture in July is a 
good reminder that the birth of Christ can stand on it’s own without all the 
external hype that usually surrounds Christmas. 
 
 These are familiar words in Matthew and we often let these words wash 
over us in comfortable familiarity. But we can’t let these words which are so 
familiar go by without examination. Mary was pregnant and in trouble. Joseph 
was devoted to the Jewish law but loved Mary too. Joseph was put in a position 
of a crisis of faith. His choice was between adhering strictly to the Jewish law 
that ordered his life or understanding the law of love that called for mercy and 
forgiveness. It took an angelic visitation to not have a disastrous situation 
which could have ended in Mary’s death as well as her unborn child.  The risks 
were terribly high. However in the dream, Joseph is promised that this baby is 
of the Holy Spirit. This baby though in the care of Joseph and Mary, would 
come as a savior for all of Israel. And even in this passage we read that, this 
baby who was to be named “Jesus,” was coming to save his people Israel from 
sin, not to save them as a military hero, even though many thought that was 
what was needed. 
 
 Using words from the prophet Isaiah, the angel promises not just a son, 
to be named Jesus, a form of the name Joshua, which means Savior of people, 
but also he will be known by the name Immanuel. Immanuel means “God with 
us.” What a lot to put on a little baby. This little child was not only to be 
called Jesus, but to be God on earth, walking along side humans in their 
everyday, ordinary lives full of hardships, mistreatment, scarcity and yet also 
finding joys, celebrations and love. 
 
 Today we are singing Christmas hymns that talk about the “newborn 
King” on “Christmas Day in The Morning.” It probably will seem odd because we 



usually think of Christmas in the dead of winter. But Jesus is not newborn in 
December any more than he is in July. Unless we make him newborn in our 
hearts. And that we should not relegate only to a day in December or a Sunday 
in July. We need to remember to “make new” the birth of Christ in every 
ordinary day of our lives. We should sing everyday about the wonder and 
amazement that we have Immanuel – God with us. And God does not come and 
go in a whimsical fashion but is steadfastly with us through every moment of 
our lives.  
 By using the quotation from Isaiah, the writer Matthew at this point prior 
to the birth of Jesus – that Jesus will come as Immanuel – which needed no 
translation – is setting up the ending of his gospel. The final line of the Gospel 
of Matthew has Jesus appearing to his disciples on a mountain top promising 
them that he will be with them always until the end of the age. Immanuel – 
God with us. 
Each day we can be reborn with God with us. We need that just as much as 1st 
century Israel – actually probably more.  
 “The Lord has comforted his people, he had redeemed Jerusalem. 
 The Lord has bared his holy arm before all the eyes of the nations; 
 And all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 


