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3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given 
us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
4 and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for 
you, 5 who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to 
be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have 
had to suffer various trials, 7 so that the genuineness of your faith—being more precious 
than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and 
glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Although you have not seen him, you 
love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with 
an indescribable and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the 
salvation of your souls.  (1 Pet. 1:3-9 NRSV)   

19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among 
them and said, "Peace be with you." 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and 
his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, 
"Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you." 22 When he had said this, 
he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins 
of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained."  (Jn. 20:19-
23 NRSV) 

1 
 What did Jesus accomplish for us by his life, death, and resurrection?  It is one of 
the largest questions Easter forces us to consider.   

It is probably not the question the earliest disciples asked as they huddled in fear 
from Good Friday through sunrise Easter morning.  My guess is they simply wondered 
what had gone wrong.  Why had Jesus, their friend, suffered such a cruel death?  What 
could they have done different?  What were they supposed to do next? 
 But Easter changed all that.  When Jesus blew the Spirit of God upon them they 
forgot all about the questions that had occupied their minds for three days.   
 Their questions were removed by something.  What was that something?   

2 
 In a word, Jesus' resurrection brought them peace.  The good news of Easter filled 
the disciples and fills us with the peace of Christ.  "Peace be with you," Jesus said to his 
disciples Easter evening.  "As the Father has sent me, so I send you."   When he had said 
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this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins 
of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained."   
 The risen Christ not only fills our lungs and hearts and minds with his peace, he 
gives the church it's purpose…to be agents of his grace, mercy, and peace.   
 Let me offer a few suggestions of what Easter peace in action may look like.   

3 
 I believe Easter was meant to “call brittle bones to leaping and stone hearts to 
soaring.”1  The cross and resurrection were meant to give you and me the courage and 
confidence to set caution aside – to dive in – to care deeply when budgets and policies 
make life more difficult for the old, the poor, the children, those who are impaired 
mentally and emotionally, those who are the object of discrimination, those who have no 
voice…the very people Jesus spent his time with.   
 I believe Easter was meant to fill us with joy and zeal and laughter.  It was meant to 
give us the gumption to say “no” to evil and “yes” to goodness.  It was meant to give us 
the courage to welcome the stranger along with the inevitable change the stranger brings.  
It was meant to confer upon us the right to look even our worst enemy in the eye and 
know that because God is gracious we will feast side-by-side in the kingdom of God. 
 I believe Easter was meant to give us perspective – the kind of perspective that frees 
us to live as people who know the end of life’s story before the end actually arrives – the 
kind of perspective that lets us with gusto sing with Martin Luther, “let goods and kindred 
go, this mortal life also; the body they may kill, God’s truth abideth still, his kingdom is 
forever.”2   
 I believe Easter gives us the kind of perspective that lets us know God has given us 
an inheritance – and that inheritance means no matter what happens to us as we join God 
at work in the world, nothing can ever separate us from God’s love.3  Nothing can keep 
Christ from taking us to himself.4  It is because of this glorious inheritance we do not fear 
when trouble comes – when the earth seems to change – when it seems the mountains 
shake in the heart of the sea.5  
 And, yes, I believe Easter was meant to give us new birth into a living hope.  That 
hope equips us to trust God more than we trust ourselves.  That hope allows us to trust 
God is hanging on to us by the hair of the head and he will not let us go.  That hope give 
us the freedom and the courage to cling to this inheritance with all our might. 

4 
 This is what the peace of God in action means to me.  And I believe that unless it is 
God's peace that fills our sails and shapes the work God has for us as his church, then we 
labor in vain.   
 My friends, to the peace of God may we cling with all our might.  Amen. 
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Endnotes: 
                                                        
1 Weems, Ann.  1992.  Kneeling in Jerusalem.  Louisville: WJK Press, 93.  Easter Morning. 
2 The hymn A Mighty Fortress Is Our God, vs. 4. 
3 See Romans 8:38-39. 
4 See John 14:3. 
5 See Psalm 46. 


