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15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it.  
16 And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, "You may freely eat of every tree of 
the garden; 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in 
the day that you eat of it you shall die…"  (Gen. 2:15-17 NRSV) 
 
1 Now the serpent was the shrewdest of all the creatures the LORD God had made. 
"Really?" he asked the woman. "Did God really say you must not eat any of the fruit in the 
garden?" 2 "Of course we may eat it," the woman told him. 3 "It's only the fruit from the 
tree at the center of the garden that we are not allowed to eat. God says we must not eat it 
or even touch it, or we will die." 4 "You won't die!" the serpent hissed. 5 "God knows that 
your eyes will be opened when you eat it. You will become just like God, knowing 
everything, both good and evil."  6 The woman was convinced. The fruit looked so fresh 
and delicious, and it would make her so wise! So she ate some of the fruit. She also gave 
some to her husband, who was with her. Then he ate it, too. 7 At that moment, their eyes 
were opened, and they suddenly felt shame at their nakedness. So they strung fig leaves 
together around their hips to cover themselves.  (Gen. 3:1-7)   
 

1 
 In the 1991 movie Grand Canyon, a wealthy, white immigration lawyer played by 
Kevin Kline is driving home from a LA Lakers' basketball game and gets lost in South 
Central LA.  His brand new Mercedes breaks down and so he uses his cell phone to call a 
tow truck.  But before the tow truck arrives, five young men surround his disabled car and 
threaten him with considerable bodily harm.  Just then, Danny Glover, the tow truck 
driver, arrives and begins to hook up the disabled car.  The young men complain that he is 
interrupting their good fun.  Glover takes the young "thugs" aside and gives them a 
lecture, saying:   

 
The world ain't supposed to work like this.  Maybe you don't know that, but this ain't the 
way it's supposed to be.  I'm supposed to be able to do my job without askin' you if I can.  
And that dude is supposed to be able to wait with his car without you rippin' him off.  
Everything's supposed to be different than what it is here.1 

 
 Nearly everywhere we turn life is not the way it is supposed to be.  The belligerent 
state of the world, the political testiness at the national level, the unrest within and among 
churches, the alienation that exists within families and communities, the underlying level 
of discontent people feel about themselves…none of it is the way it is supposed to be.   
 The season of Lent is a time for each of us to ponder life as it should be and can 
become by God's generosity and through faith…to ponder the grace and mercy of God 
dramatized by our baptism into new life through Christ. 
 Our scripture lessons for today embrace a characteristic Lenten theme that can help 
us in this time of pondering.  These texts also remind us Lent is not so much the time of 
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"bad news" that precedes the "good news" of Easter.  Rather, it is a time of thoughtful 
reflection, confession, and reorientation.  It is a time of considering who we are on account 
of our baptism into the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. 

2 
 The passages from the book of Genesis are familiar.  They about humankind's 
original parents who were unable to resist the seductions of the serpent.  The passages 
present Adam and Eve in the midst of a pristine Garden of Eden. They have everything 
they could possibly want or need.  There is water for drinking – ample food for eating.  
There is warmth and beauty and apparent communion between the man and woman, the 
Garden, and God.   
 While life in the Garden is wonderful…it is not absolute freedom.  The humans are 
supposed to care for the Garden…and if they do the Garden will sustain them.  The 
humans are to keep the Garden and walk with God…and their loving, attentive 
stewardship will please God.   
 But from the start there are limits…and that is important to note because many 
people forget limitations were build into life in the Garden of Eden.  Limits were not 
imposed upon Adam and Eve for something they did or did not do.  Limits were not 
imposed upon them once they were expelled from the Garden.  These limits existed as an 
aspect of life within the "perfect" Garden. 
 The primordial couple are meant to eat any fruit or vegetable they want in the 
Garden…except the fruit of one tree.  God told them that if they ever ate the fruit of that 
one tree they would die. 
 In a remarkably insightful piece of prose, the writers of Genesis tell us a serpent 
beguiled Adam and Eve.  The serpent pointed out that they would not actually die if they 
ate the "forbidden fruit."  He said the only reason God didn't want them to eat the fruit of 
this tree was because if they did they would become just like God, knowing everything, 
both good and evil.   
 Then the serpent left them alone to make up their minds…which did not take long.  
In the first recorded act of human initiative, they decided they knew best what was best 
for them.  They exercised their freedom by disobeying God's command.  They ate…they 
were immediately ashamed of what they had done…God confronted them with their 
disobedience…and darn if the serpent wasn't right, they did not die.  But it was the end of 
life as they had known it.  They had acquired the knowledge of good and evil as a result of 
the choice they made.  And for that choice, God set them on the curb outside the Garden 
with their suitcases lying beside them on the ground2…full of fig leaves, I suppose.3  But 
there was a sense in which their choice had already put them outside Eden's city limits. 

3 
 Adam and Eve's story is our story, of course…not just theirs.  It's our story…for we 
are not content with the limits established for us by God either, are we? The thought of 
anything being forbidden not only violates our sense of fair play, it stirs our interest and 
whets our appetite.   If we want what belongs to our brother or sister, we take it if we can 
get away with it.   
 We all want a magic button…a button we can push that will deliver whatever it is 
we want.4  We all want what we want, when we want it…"without limits."  
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 What we don't want is the hard give-and-take work of ongoing relationships.  What 
we don't want is to have someone point out that we are in the wrong or that we can't have 
what we want or that we are in anyway responsible for things not being the way they are 
supposed to be.   
 We engage formal, corporate prayers of confession each week in worship because 
we tend toward pretending we have nothing to confess.  We act as if we are self-sufficient 
– as if we are not in need of what anyone can give us – as if our every action is justified 
simply because… 

4 
 Preacher Barbara Brown Taylor writes:  "Abandoning the language of sin will not 
make sin go away…it will simply leave us speechless before its effects and increase our 
denial of its presence in our lives."5 
 Weekly prayers of confession are an attempt to keep us from living in denial – to 
keep us honest.  The indictments of the weekly prayers may not address your specific 
faults and failings.  But if you cannot in some sense find yourself in each prayer of 
confession, I suggest you are not very self-reflective.  Weekly corporate confessions 
remind us who we are…and who God is trying to make us through his Son. 
 Taylor goes on to say something like this… 
 

The church exists as a community through which God may save us from meaninglessness 
by reminding us who we are and what we are for.  The church exists so we may have a 
community in which to confess we have turned away from the life Christ died to give 
us...as well as a community that will support us in reclaiming that life.  The church exists 
so we may have a place where we may repent of our fears, our hardness of heart, our 
isolation and loss of vision…and where, having repented, we may be restored to fullness of 
life.6 

 
 It would not occur to many people to fix on the wall over their bed the two verses 
from Psalm 32 we said as our Call to Worship.  But that is precisely what St. Augustine did 
as a reminder first thing every morning:   
 

Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.  Happy are those to 
whom the Lord imputes no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit.7   

 
 Perhaps that would be a useful Lenten discipline to help us ponder life as it 
should be and can become by God.  Amen. 
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Endnotes: 
                                                        
1 Plantinga, Cornelius Jr.  1995.  Not the Way It's Supposed to Be.  Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub., 7.   
2 Taylor, Barbara B.  2000.  Speaking of Sin: The Lost Language of Salvation.  Cambridge: Cowley Pub., 44. 
3 Grateful to Pat Jones for this observation! 
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4 I'll never forget the 1965 movie, How to Murder Your Wife.  Jack Lemon played a cartoonist charged with murdering 
his wife.  He hadn't done it…but no one could find his wife and so he was on trial.  He chose to defend himself.  His 
defense was this:  Drawing a button with his finger on the rail around the witness stand, he said to his friend seated 
behind it, "This is a magic button.  If you push this button your wife will vanish and no one will ever know what you've 
done.  All you have to do is to press this button and she will be gone."  That magic button is what we all want.  I don't 
mean men want their wives to disappear.  That is not the point of the courtroom theater.  The point is that we all want a 
magic button… 
5 Taylor, 5. 
6 Taylor, 85.  This is not a literal quote.  I have adapted what she said. 
7 Brueggemann, Walter.  et. al.  1995.  Texts for Preaching: Year A.  Louisville: WJK Press, 185.  Referring to Psalm 
32:1-2.  


