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We’ve heard the phrase “Making a deal with the devil,” but I think more often 

we try to make deals with God.  
 

This weekend saw peaceful demonstrations all over the country. The 
demonstrations were a call for justice, mercy, compassion, and love. I’m pretty sure 
that if Jesus walked on earth today, he would have joined in the walk.  

The question is for whom do we want “justice, mercy, compassion and love?” 
Of course we want it for ourselves and our families and our loved ones. But how far 
out do we cast this net of “justice, mercy, compassion and love?” 

 

When God chose Abraham to be the “Father of Nations,” Abraham was not sure 
because he and Sarah remained childless for most of their natural lives. How could he 
become “the father of Nations” when he didn’t even have one child? But God had 
promised Abraham and Abraham believed and God counted that as righteousness (Gen. 
15: 6). But even before the child, Isaac was born, God gave Abraham other work to do. 
Abraham was to be a blessing to the people of the world.  



 
The “chosenness” of Abraham is of great importance in this story and our view 

into the nature of God. God saw in Abraham: a steadfast faith, a persistent character 
of spirit (remember, he had come all the way from Ur solely on God’s command), and 
most importantly a belief in the power of God (regardless of a hidden chuckle here 
and there). And so Abraham was to God someone upon whom God considered worthy 
of confidence. 

 

And so the wickedness of the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah comes to the 
attention of God. It comes to the attention of God, because the cries of those 
innocent ones caught up in the wickedness are heard by the Lord. The prevalent 
wickedness across the board is more than enough to cause God to act. But God finds a 
confidant in the character of Abraham before such devastating action. Since Abraham 
has been chosen as the Father of Nations, perhaps God sees a teaching moment in 
which to lay before Abraham this question of “what is justice?”  

 
Immediately Abraham takes up the debate with God of “how many” will it take 

for God to advert destruction on these two cities of Sodom and Gomorrah? 
 
She was a paradigm of virtue, this lady I knew in a church in Richmond. She 

was always dressed impeccably, a hair never out of place. She and her whole family 
were devout church goers, always at the church whenever the church doors were 
open. Her husband’s aunt was my first grade teacher whom I adored. And by all 
accounts she could be considered righteous. If there was a rule that you had to sign up 
for a church dinner, and you hadn’t, you didn’t, or in this case, I didn’t, get in. That 
was the rule. She never smoked and my guess is that she never drank. And then she 
got lung cancer and within 3 months of her diagnosis she was gone. So many in the 
congregation were shocked. Others who considered themselves far less righteous and 
much more sinful, recovered from life threatening illnesses wondered about the 
nature of God.  

 
Can we, do we, bargain with God? I certainly have, in my prayers. It is part of 

asking God for what is on your heart. Abraham’s plea was based largely on the fact 
that Abraham knew that his nephew Lot and his family was living in Sodom. But 
Abraham appeals to God’s nature in a much larger way than concern for his immediate 
family. For remember Abraham has been chosen to be a blessing to all the nations. 
Abraham knows the heart of God. The heart of God desires faithfulness, 
respectfulness, hospitality, reconciliation and peace, neighbor to neighbor. As we 
know, God incarnate, in Jesus Christ, asks above all, for our lives to be ruled by love.  

 
God asked for this debate with Abraham for the very reason that the sinfulness 

in Sodom and Gomorrah, all kinds of sinfulnesses, was breaking the heart of God. And 
yet, we know that God’s ways are ways of peace, justice, and mercy. God wanted- 
welcomed- an intercessor, who knew as much as humanly possible about the ways of 
God.  

 
Abraham’s convincing argument to God is, “Shall not the judge of all, do what 

is just?” Abraham shows God that throwing out the baby with the bathwater, does the 
baby no good. And we know that God cherishes every baby. Abraham’s question 
refocuses God’s attention not on the sinfulness of humanity but on the holiness of 
God. Only God can be God. Only God has the power of divine holiness. 



 
God had given voice to Abraham, in much the same way that God gave the 

prophets of old and the prophets of today voice to speak against injustice, against 
bias, against hate. And that voice is not given only to notable persons in today’s news 
but it is given to anyone who can see a way to God’s purposes. Through Abraham the 
Father of all Nations we are reminded that God is creator, sustainer, and lover of the 
world. And as a grateful response to that love and sustenance, we are called daily to 
speak with our voices for those who do not have a voice that can speak for justice. A 
grateful response to God’s love and care for us is to speak up when and wherever we 
can for love and care for God’s people and the creation God made. 

 
Abraham had complete trust in God to be God. Abraham did not make the 

mistake of believing he in any way was God’s equal, even referring to himself as dust. 
Of course it was God’s dust. We too need to take a lesson in humility and trust and 
courage from this story. Whether we bargain with God or simply go boldly to God in 
prayer, we can base all our assurances on the goodness of God. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


