
 

  

From the Clergy 

 “Beginning well or beginning poorly…what 
is important is simply to begin…but the ability to 
make a good beginning involves a clearing away 
of the crass, the irrelevant and the complicated to 
find the beautiful, often hidden lineaments of the 
essential and the necessary.”  (David Whyte, 
Consolations, 23) 
 That’s the thing, isn’t it…having what it takes 
to take the first step at clearing away?  It is much 
easier and less painful to avoid clearing away 
what we know in our hearts would be best to 
have cleared away.  We have enough imagina-
tion to see what could be…if only.   
 In a recent book, Benedictine Sister Joan Chit-
tister offers the following guided meditation that 
may help us begin well.  She writes…  Imagine 
the scene. Jesus is walking around the Sea of Galilee, 
stopping here to cure a blind man and there to raise a 
young girl from the dead, engaging with some of the 
local scribes and Pharisees on the fine points of the 
Law, ignoring the Sabbath to save a donkey in a ditch. 
The crowds are pressing in on him…pushing and 
prodding, hands out, eyes pleading for attention, for 
help. Then Jesus looks up and sees you watching from 
the margins. “And you,” he says to you, “What will 
you do for these? Don’t settle for simply looking 
on?”  (Joan Chittister, The Time Is Now, 23) 

  

Preaching Schedule for January 
 
January 5  2nd Sunday of Christmas  Preacher: William M. Klein 
   Texts: John 1:1-5 & 14:1 Sermon: Belief and Trust 
   Ordination and Installation of Ruling Elders 
    
January 12  Baptism of the Lord Sunday Preacher:  William M. Klein 
   Texts:  Matthew 3:13-17 & Isaiah 42:5-9 Sermon: Credible Witnesses 
   Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 
 
January 19  2ndSunday after Epiphany Preacher:  William M. Klein 
   Texts: John. 1:35-42 & Isaiah. 49:1-6 Sermon: Initiative, Community, & More 
  
January 26  3rd Sunday after Epiphany Preacher: William M. Klein 
   Texts: Matthew 4:12-23 Sermon: The Kingdom of This World 

January  
2020 

 As one year fades and new one emerges, let us 
not settle for simply looking on. Begin well. Re-
solve to take a first courageous step to claiming or 
reclaiming your true selves. In a renewed effort to 
follow Jesus, resolve to do your part to do some-
thing to redeem our battered, beaten world from 
the greed and selfishness and short-sightedness 
that smothers it. Make a fresh start at being the 
persons you know God made you to be.  Notice the 
urge toward wholeness stirring deep inside, awak-
ening something God’s Spirit planted in your soul, 
your imagination, your gut, your heart, your eyes, 
your hands, your feet. 
 There is much at stake for you as individuals. A 
new beginning impacts our shared life in the 
church, as well. It impacts what it means to be a 
community of our Lord. It impacts what it means 
to be faithful and responsible citizens.   
 May we begin well this year and each new day 
of it by joining God’s Spirit who is already at work 
clearing away that about ourselves, our church, 
and our community that keeps all of us from 
knowing the salvation of our God. 
   L'Chaim (To Life), 
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Ordination-Installation of New Elders 
On Sunday, January 5, during the 11:00 worship service, new Ruling Elders will be ordained and installed.  

Sabrina Coffey will be ordained and installed. The following will be installed (having been previously or-

dained):  Gregg Amonette, Mac Baker, Kevin Burke, David Hawkins, Jason Melvin, Sandy Nye, and Poppy 

Orendorf. 
 

College Student & Family Brunch 
On Sunday, January 5 at noon Campus Ministry will host a brunch in Dunlap Auditorium. 
   
Wholeness and Healing Service, January 5 

 
You are invited to attend our monthly Service of Prayer for Wholeness and Healing Service. Generally this 

service is held the first Sunday of the month at 5:00 in the evening. The 45-minute service will be led by your 

pastor and will include prayers both general and specific, scripture reading, singing, and silence. For those 

who may be so inclined, there will be opportunity for the laying on of hands.  

  *Everyone interested is invited to attend the January 5 service.* 
 
Thantastic Thursdays Schedule  
 

There will be no Thantastic Thursdays on Jan. 2, 9, and 23. 

January 16—Fellowship Dinner (Comfort Food) 

January 19—Brunch following 11 a.m. worship 

JANUARY 30—PROJECT HORIZON PRESENTATION  

Judy Casteel, Director of Project Horizon, will be here to talk about the organization—dedicated 

to reducing domestic, dating, and sexual violence in the Lexington, Buena Vista, and Rock-

bridge County area through crisis intervention services and prevention programs. Adam 

Schultz, Spiritual Counselor for Project Horizon and minister at Good Shep-

herd Lutheran Church, will be joining Judy for the program. 

Casserole for dinner, including salad and assorted desserts.  

Dinner will begin at 5:45 p.m. with the presentation at 6:30 p.m.  

Sign up sheets are outside the Church Office or you may email admin@lexpres.org 

Cost is $8 per person or $20 per family. Children under 5 free. Lexington campus students eat for free. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sun., 1/5 at 11 
Meet the Kendal Bus 

Wed., 1/8 at 4 
Youth coffee  

Sun., 1/12 at 5:30 
Fellowship 

Wed., 1/15 at 4 
Game Time at LPC 

Sun., 1/26 at 5:30 
Fellowship 

 
A full schedule of Youth Events will 
be emailed and also posted outside 

Pastor Kelly-Ann’s office. 

The Youth theme for the 2019-
2020 school year is: "Love the 
Lord your God, with all your 
heart, with all your mind, with all 
your soul, and with all your 
strength" (Deut 6:8-9, Matt 22:37
-40, Mark 12:30-31, Luke 10:27).  

I LOVE THIS because the She-
ma is the "Alpha and Omega" of 
our faith and an excellent mantra 
for ALL of us to journey with as 
Christians. And Jesus pulls this 
beloved Shema out further when 
he gives us the "rest of the sto-
ry," and tells us to "love our 
neighbor as yourself." My take on 
this is -  if we LOVE God with all 
we have got, then we are ena-
bled, by the power of the Holy 
Spirit in Christ Jesus, to respond 

willingly and LOVE others (all 
others) well.  

So, together WE will engage 
with this scripture by providing 
the Youth a wide variety of op-
portunities to explore what it 
means to love God, grow spiritu-
al muscles, and respond by illu-
minating the LIGHT and love of 
Christ as we "MOVE" in faith to-
gether at Lexington Presbyterian 
and in the community. 

 
 
 

HELP WANTED—We need 
young-at-heart folks to help with 
Youth Group  on the 2nd and 4th 
Sundays from 5:30-7. Contact 
me at karayle@lexpres.org. 
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RARA Food Pantry Food of the Month: Canned fruit or vegetables 
 

Please leave the food in boxes in the  front hallway outside of the church office. 

South Sudan Ministry—Diversity Serves 
 

August 31-September 1, a group of approximately 100 people from South Sudan met in 

Lexington to study, worship, pray, and talk about how peace can happen back in their 

home country. A good portion of their time in Lexington was spent in our church facili-

ties. On November 21, two of the men from South Sudan—David Acuoth and Daniel 

Deng—returned to lead our Thantastic Thursday program. The two were “Lost Boys” 

who are now United States citizens. The ministry they are a part of in Alexandria, VA is called Diversity 

Serves. If you would like to be in touch with them or make a contribution, their contact information is: Daniel 

Deng at the following email address: atemdengaguook@gmail.com; or David Acuoth at Council of South Su-

danese American Relations, 4921 Seminary Rd., Apt. 630, Alexandria, VA 22311. 

“To know even one life has breathed easier because 
you” have treated someone with kindness, “this is to 
have succeeded.” —Ralph Waldo Emerson  

 
Helping with The Community Table is one way to 
show your neighbor kindness and January 13 is our 

next opportunity to volunteer. Sign-up outside the church office or contact Liz Gordon at saddleup4trav-
el@comcast.net 
 

People used to say, “Each good deed gains a star in heaven.” The 2019 volunteers for The Community 
Table should each get a bucket full of stars because, for most of them, it meant more than one day’s ser-
vice. If you know any of these people, shake their hand and thank them for being such faithful volunteers.  

Margie Page, Gregg Amonette, Lori Inman, Gretchen Sukow, Janie Dunlap, Sally Wiant, Ann  
Massie, Heather Marion, Poppy and Ron Orendorf, Pat Goehring, Mike Gilmore, Mary Raine Paxton, 
Susan & Marshall LeMert, Mac Baker’s Troop 5, the Lai Lee family, John and Barbara Winfrey, Pat 
Wiese, Charles Lauck, Susie and Rich Hastings, David Dugan, the Murdock family, Cynthia Hintze, 
Debbie Friedman, Cathy and Bill Grace, Mimi Elrod, Carol  & Buddy Bryan, Kahldun Awayssa, Dar-
lene Moore, Pam Luecke, Michael Lynn, Nancy Bidlack, Christine Drake, Grace Fure, Linda Mo-
reschi. 

Rockbridge Resident Returns to Malawi for Rafiki Assignment 

Jane Hoadley, a Rockbridge 

County resident and Rafiki mis-

sionary to Malawi from 2014 to 

2016 is returning to Malawi for 

three months to oversee the Rafi-

ki Institute of Classical Education, 

a program that she helped to fa-

cilitate and manage. She returned 

to the United States to teach in a 

private Christian school, and has 

volunteered with Rafiki for two 

summers in Tanzania.  She offi-

cially retired from teaching in May 

of 2019 and will now be volun-

teering again in Malawi, and lat-

er in 2020 in Liberia.  

The Rafiki village of Malawi is 

experiencing a turnover of staff 

and several people are volun-

teering to temporarily fill in vari-

ous positions while the organiza-

tion is praying for two seasoned 

couples to serve at the village on 

a permanent basis.  The teacher 

training program is a vital part of 

supplying well-trained teachers 

with a Biblical perspective. It not 

only improves the quality of life 

for those graduating from the 

program, it provides a step-by-

step initiative for improving the 

quality of education in the coun-

try, while spreading the good 

news of the gospel. Jane will be 

leaving in January for Malawi 

and will return in April. She is 

also planning to leave in the fall 

for Liberia, to assist with the 

same program. 

November offerings: Koinonia 

Class, $36.13; Sunday School, 

11:63, Total, $47.76. 

mailto:atemdengaguook@gmail.com
mailto:saddleup4travel@comcast.net
mailto:saddleup4travel@comcast.net
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Recipe of the Month 

RED VELVET CAKE 
        From Skip Hess, Director of Culinary Ministries 

 

Each Christmas and Valentine’s Day, I make several of these cakes and I 
have many requests for the recipe. Some of you will remember Jackie 
Leslie, a lifelong member of our church. When Jackie’s mother died, she 
gave me many of her recipes in an old leather pouch and this one is one of 
my favorites!  
 
Cake Ingredients 

1 ½ cups sugar 1 cup buttermilk 
½ cup Wesson oil ½ teaspoon salt 
2 eggs (room temperature) 1 tablespoon vanilla 
2 oz. red food coloring 2 ½ cups all-purpose flour 
2 tablespoons cocoa 1 tablespoon white vinegar 
1 ½ teaspoons baking soda 

 
Frosting Ingredients 

1 box confectioner’s sugar 1 8-oz block cream cheese 
1 teaspoon vanilla 1 stick butter 
1 tablespoon buttermilk or half-and-half 

 
Cream sugar and oil with mixer until light in color, then add eggs one at a 

time mixing well. Add buttermilk, vanilla, and food coloring. In another bowl, 
sift together cocoa, baking soda, salt, and flour. Add flour mixture slowly, 
mixing well. Add vinegar last and mix well. 

Spray two 9” round pans with baker’s release spray. Pour in batter and 
bake in 350-degree oven for 30-40 minutes, or until toothpick comes out 
clean.   

Cool for 15 minutes before removing cake from pan.  Allow to cool and 
frost with cream-cheese frosting. 

 
For cream cheese frosting use an electric mixer. Cream butter and cream 

cheese (both must be at room temperature) until smooth then add vanilla 
and buttermilk. Heavy cream may be used instead of buttermilk.  Add con-
fectioner’s sugar slowly with mixer on the lowest speed. Adjust frosting by 
using more or less milk and sugar. 

For best results, use a crumb coat for the cake. This is a very thin layer of 
frosting all over the cake and cooled in the refrigerator for several minutes 
before applying the final coat of frosting. This prevents crumbs and color 
from bleeding. 

A Note from Liz Shupe 

As we begin a new year, I want to personally thank each and every volunteer on the Congregational Life Team. We 

are 72 members strong—dynamic, caring and giving of time and talents beyond what words could ever describe. It 

has been my distinct pleasure to serve as the chairman of this fun-loving, but focused committee (Kara Braddick, 

Linda Franke, Leslie Bovay, Carolyn Worrell, Joyce Fraley, Poppy Orendorf, Kevin Burke…and ultimate Director 

of Culinary Ministries, Skip Hess) that has kept me straight and served so many of our community and congrega-

tion members. I look forward to continuing on the 10-person committee. 

Stay tuned as our plans develop. At this time, we will continue with the team concept for the Thantastic Thursdays 

and Brunches. 

Again, my sincerest thanks for each of you and your families.  

 

Bible Verses Shared at 
Session Meeting 

Bill Klein Lam. 3:22-23 

Kelly-Ann Rayle Isaiah 40:28-31 

Gregg Amonette Psalm 19:14 

Mary Atthowe Psalm 118:24 

Mac Baker Matt. 22:35-40 

Kevin Burke Mark 12:30-31 

Sheila Colón Micah 6:8 

Sabrina Coffey 1 Cor. 13:4-8 

Steve Crowder 2 Cor.:8-18 

Mimi Elrod Phil. 4:13 

Mac Felts Luke 1:37 

Helen Fure Phil. 4:8 

Jamie Inman 1 Cor.:13 

Jerry Jackson Matt. 22:36-40 

John Jensen 1 Cor. 13:9-11 

Mark O. Keeley Eccles.. 9:11 

Charles Lauck Psalm 51:10-12 

Kirk Luder Psalm 46:10 

Pam Luecke Eccles. 3 

Jason Melvin Romans 8:28 

Sandy Nye Hebrews 12:1 

Marjorie Page John 15:5 

Lad Sessions 1 John 4:16 

Kaitlin Smith 1 Cor. 16:13-14 

Mary E. Ward Jeremiah 29:11 

Jessica Willett Luke 6:37-38 

Frank Friedman Romans 12:13 

GOT NEWS? 
January 15 is the deadline for the 
next newsletter. News items and 
photos are welcome. Photos will 

be used as space allows. 
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A Great Cloud of Witnesses 
 

Montreat Music and Worship Conference, June 22-17 
 

Call the church office or Barbara Winfrey to sign up for use of the church's cottage rental!  

Cocoa and hot soup for the entire community to follow in 
Dunlap Auditorium. Join us as we break bread together  

with members of our community. 

Our church rents a cottage that sleeps 13 within 

walking distance of the conference site and recrea-

tion activities. You can enjoy the mountains of North 

Carolina (near Asheville) while attending profession-

al music and worship activities as well as being part 

of our LPC family. There is free access to elective 

worship services each day and various music 

groups, not to mention the unifying spirit that 

abounds! This year is the  50th anniversary of the 

Music and Worship Conference, and there’ll be 

study, worship, and singing surround the theme “A 

Great Cloud of Witnesses.” It’s amazing what devel-

ops in one week's time—come and be a part! 

You can register for classes and participate in 

choirs. Conference registration allows you to be a 

part of a voice choir, a bell choir, liturgical dance 

groups, art and drama classes, lectures and Bible 

study, and more—YOU choose as many classes as 

your strength allows. Classes are grouped for all 

ages and levels of expertise.  

There is a discount for early registration.  Regis-

tration is on-line and easy. 

A bonus for children (and parents) is a Day Care 

for infants and preschoolers, and there is also a Day 

Camp for older kids. 

Recreational activities include hiking, tennis, 

swimming, nearby golfing, fishing, shopping, eating, 

rocking, talking, admiring, resting and sleeping. 

During the years many of our members been to 

Montreat for this Conference, including Sandy Nye, 

Ibis Chambers, Ruth Floyd, Jamie Floyd, Marge and 

Jack Page, Michael Lynn, Bruce and Suzanne King, 

Nancy Whitely, Pat Browning, Jan  Hathorn,  Beth 

Thompson,  Mac and Mary Beth  Baker and Ellie 

Baker, and Caroline Lauck—not to mention Bill and 

Deb Klein, Sarah Hill, and others. 

It is an experience not to be missed!! Talk to peo-

ple who have been and get full details and register 

when you visit Google, Worship and Music 2020 

Montreat Conference Center and follow the link.  Be 

sure to let the church office or Barbara Winfrey know 

you want to go in order for cottage room assign-

ments to be made early. 

A New Year of Shawls! 

Best of the Christmas season to 

you and your family.  Now back to 

the normal routines and back to 

knitting or crocheting.  We try to 

use the yarns that are generously 

left for us to create a comfortable 

and attractive shawl. However, 

remember that if you don’t find a 

yarn to your liking, the yarns you 

might like to work with are your 

choice (but no wool) and you’ll be 

reimbursed for the expense.   

We’ll be meeting again in the 

library the second and fourth 

Monday of the month from 9:30 – 

11:00 a.m. We hope you’ll plan to 

join us there, and enjoy a time of 

fellowship as well.  We’ll look for 

you then!  

—Betty Dahl 
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The Music Continues! 
On Sunday, January 12, the Rockbridge Chorus, 
under the direction of William McCorkle, pre-
sents Ralph Vaughan Williams’ Hodie and Saint-
Saens’ Oratorio de Noel. The 3 p.m. concert will 
take place here at the church. Tickets available 
at the door or in advance at Books & Company 
or Ladles & Linens, downtown Lexington, or 
from a chorus member.  

Willing hands and hearts made our 
church festive for Christmas. Our 
thanks to all whose efforts enhanced 
our joy. 
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