
  Silent Confession  

  Assurance of Pardon 

  Congregational Response (responsive) 

We are washed in the waters of God's grace.   

 Thanks be to God.  

The Peace (responsive) 

  The peace of Christ be with you.    

   And also with you. 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 PRESENTATION OF OFFERING  
        BRASS MUSIC                      Thine Is the Glory! G. F. Handel
                               
   Doxology (sung)     

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; Praise 
Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

        Prayer of Dedication  
 

HEARING THE WORD 
A TIME WITH THE CHILDREN  

 Hymn 817, v. 1&2     We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight

 Children’s Anthem   Jesus Is Risen from the Grave   John Bell 

  Hymn 817, v. 3&4  We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
 
FIRST READING Acts 5:27-32 NT (p. 115) 
 
GOSPEL READING John 20:1-18            NT (p. 108) 
 

 SERMON Happiness & Suffering Weigh the Same William M. Klein 
 

A TIME OF SILENT REFLECTION 
   
 HYMN 236   The Strife is O’er 

 
RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

 AFFIRMATION OF FAITH [An expression of our common hope and 

purpose.] 
Affirmation in Words (unison)      

 from The Confession of 1967 (PCUSA) 
The life, death, resurrection, and promised 

coming of Jesus Christ has set the pattern for the 

church’s mission.  His life as a human involves 

the church in the common life of humanity.  His 

service to humankind commits the church to 

work for every form of human well-being.  His 

suffering makes the church sensitive to all the 

sufferings of humankind so that it sees the face 

of Christ in the faces of people in every kind of 

need.  His crucifixion discloses to the church 

God’s judgment on humankind’s inhumanity 

and the awful consequences of its own 

complicity in injustice. In the power of the risen 

Christ and the hope of his coming, the church 

sees the promise of God’s renewal of human life 

in society and of God’s victory over all wrong.  

The church follows this pattern in the form of its 

life and in the method of its action.  So to live and 

serve is to confess Christ as Lord.  Amen.  

(9.32-9.33) 
 

Affirmation in Song (sung through twice)  Gloria, Gloria 
Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria, gloria, alleluia, alleluia! 
  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
   
LORD'S PRAYER (unison)  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 

bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 

debtors. Lead us not into temptation but deliver 

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory, forever. Amen.   
 

 HYMN 256 (tune: Duke Street)   
                           These Things Did Thomas Count s as Real  

 
 BLESSING IN WORD  [A departing blessing] 
 
 CHORAL RESPONSE God’s Grace Defends Us Melchior Vulpius 

  
 BLESSING IN MUSIC [During the playing of the music you 

are encouraged to greet one another, sharing the peace of 
Christ, or to remain seated and allow the music to aid you in 
fashioning some final prayers]       

   When the Saints Go Marching In  Spiritual, arr. Hart   


 Those who are able may stand. 
 

 
Music Notes: 

Choir Music: The choral call to worship is taken from a versification of Psalm 

150 by the German pastor, Cornelius Becker (1651-1604), as part of a metrical 

psalter published in 1602, in an English rendering (1967) by the Lutheran 

scholar, Robert E. Wunderlich.  The wonderful musical settings of Becker’s 

metrical psalms  for mixed voices was the work of the master composer, 

Heinrich Schütz (1585-1672), who published his Becker Psalter in 1628.  

Today’s text  (Psalm 150): 

Praise God for all his mighty deeds and for his greatness which exceeds 

all earthly greatness which we know and all our glory here below. 

Praise him with brilliant trumpet sound, with harp and psaltery all around. 

Let all that breathes now sound the chord and glorify him.  Praise the Lord! 

The anthem at children’s time is taken from an Easter hymn by John Bell (b. 

1949 and Graham Maule (b. 1958), worship leaders of the Iona Community in 

Scotland.  The music (tune: Childer) is by John Bell.  The choir’s text: 

Jesus is risen from the grave. Alleluia!   Thomas will stop his doubting.  

Alleluia! 

Jesus will meet his people. Alleluia!  Jesus will live forever.  Alleluia! 
Words ©1989 – The Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., North American agent. 

  Reprinted with permission OneLicense.net 717842 
 
The closing choral response is taken from a hymn by the German theologian, 

Michael Weisse (1488-1534) as translated by Henry Wilder Foote (1838-1889), 

Unitarian clergyman and historian.  The music is in fact that composed in 1609 

for Weisse’s text by the German musician, Melchior Vulpius (1570-1615).  The 

choir’s text: 

God’s grace defends us from all ill; his Christ shall be our leader still, 

Till heaven and earth shall do his will.  Hallelujah! 
 
Congregational Hymns: “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today!” pairs a rousing 
text by the great Charles Wesley (1707-1788) with a tune by the noted Welsh 
musician, Robert Williams (1781-1821). The choir’s descant is by William 
McCorkle.  At the children’s time we sing “We Walk by Faith and Not by 
Sight,” written by the English clergyman and scholar, Henry Alford (1810-
1871).  The tune (“Dunlap’s Creek”) was composed by the Englishman 
Samuel Macfarland, who flourished around 1816.  “In “The Strife Is O’er” 
we use Francis Pott’s (1832-1909) translation of a Latin hymn dating perhaps 
to the twelfth century.  The music is arranged from the Italian master 
musician, Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina (1526-1594). The choir’s descant 
is by Lois Fyfe.  “These Things Did Thomas Count as Real” is one of the 
many thought-provoking texts of the Presbyterian pastor and hymn writer, 
Thomas  H. Troeger (b. 1945).  We sing his words to the tune (“Duke Street”), 
attributed to the English (Presbyterian) scholar/musician, John Hattan (d. 
1793).  The choir’s descant is by William McCorkle.    
 
Brass Music:  The prelude is an arrangement by the Canadian Brass of 

Johann Crüger’s (1598-1662) hymn melody often sung in Holy Week to the 

text “Ah, Holy Jesus.”  The anthem is a well-known piece from G. F. 

Handel’s (1685-1759) oratorio, Judas Maccabaeus (1746), known to church 

congregations as the music for the Easter hymn text “Thine Is The Glory.”  

The postlude is an arrangement for brass of the well-loved spiritual “When 

the Saints Go Marching In.” 
 

 
Book Discussion - May 22nd, 7pm - Brady Chapel  
 The Adult Subcommittee is sponsoring a book 
discussion on the book, Waking Up White and 
Finding Myself in the Story of Race, by Debby Irving 
(Elephant Room Press, 2014).  The book 
engagingly describes Debby Irving’s growing 
awareness of how race conditioned her life 
unbeknownst to her in a protected New England 
childhood.  We hope you will read it, and come 
prepared to discuss. Led by Deb Klein. 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
SUN (4/28)  5:30 Last Regular Youth Group Meeting of the Season 
 7:00 Last Regular Handbell Rehearsal of the Season 
 
MON (4/29) 5:30 Marriage Course 
  
TUES (4/30) 10:00 Lectio Divina 
       
WEDS (5/1)  4:30 Administrative Council 

    
THURS 12:00 National Day of Prayer Observance at Randolph 
UMC 
(5/2)    5:45 Thantastic Thursday Spring Celebration 
 7:30 Adult Choir Practice 
 
SUN    4¢-A-Meal Offering 
(5/5) 8:45 Worship 
 9:15  Youth Choir 
 9:45 Sunday School 
 11:00 Worship  
 5:00 Wholeness and Healing Service 
 

NURSERY SCHEDULE 

The nursery is available from 8:30 a.m. (for Early Worship 
attendees) until 12:15, after the final worship service. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES 

The flowers are given to the glory of God by Ann DeVogt and 
her children in loving memory of John DeVogt. 
 
Assisting at the 11:00 worship is Elizabeth Grist, W&L Class of 
2020. 
   
We welcome the Virginia Military Institute Brass Ensemble and 
their director, Col. John Brodie. Providing music in our worship 
today are cadets John Dickenson, Abby Dimirack, Timothy 
Stallings – trumpet; MacKenzie Haley – French horn; MacGregor 
Baxter – trombone; and Andrew Wang – tuba.  We are grateful to 
them for sharing their talents with us. 
 
Our sympathy to Karen Emrey and Carolyn Elliot on the death 
of Karen’s mother/Carolyn’s sister, Vivian Jarvis.  
 
A big thank you to Tim and Kara Braddick for hosting the Easter 
Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 20th.  See the May Newsletter for 
pictures of the fun at this event!  
 
Next Sunday evening you are invited to attend our monthly 
Wholeness and Healing Service at 5:00 pm.  This 45 minute 
service is held each first Sunday evening of the month and is led 
by your pastor.   Everyone is welcome to attend…spread the 
word. 
 
Next Sunday we will receive our monthly 4¢-A-MEAL offering. 
 
 

COMMUNITY TABLE VOLUNTEERS - On Monday, May 13th, our 
church is responsible for supplying the volunteers to setup at 1:00 
pm, serve 5:30–7:30 and clean-up (6) 7:30-8:30. Sign up on the sheet 
in Murray Hall, or contact Pam Luecke at lueckep@wlu.edu.   
 
Last Chance to Get a Picture in Our Directory—submit 
photographs for our new directory by April 30. You may submit a 
photo by email to kkennedy@lexpres.org or drop a photo by the 
office to be copied. You may also call the office to arrange to have a 
photo taken.  
 
Educational Assistance Grants Available—Instructions for 
submitting an application and the grant application form can be 
found under the "Learn" tab on our LPC website: www.lexpres.org. 
These grants can also be used for college, vocational/technical 
schools, graduate or professional programs, or other specialized 
training. All applications are due in the church office by May 1.  
 
DON’T MISS IT – our last Thantastic Thursday will be on Thursday, 
May 2.  This will be our final Spring Celebration complete with a 
menu of Italian food, and brownie/ice cream bar for dessert.  Dinner 
at 5:45pm, program at 6:30pm.  Cost $6/person; $16/family (max).  
 
The Adult Subcommittee of the Christian Education Committee is 
sponsoring a book discussion at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, May 22 in 

Brady Chapel.  The book, which is recommended for reading in all 
churches by the Shenandoah Presbytery, is Waking Up White and 
Finding Myself in the Story of Race, by Debby Irving (Elephant 
Room Press, 2014).  The book engagingly describes Debby Irving’s 
growing awareness of how race conditioned her life unbeknownst to 
her in a protected New England childhood.  It can serve as a 
springboard for all of us to reflect on how our own lives are also 
conditioned by race—in different ways, no doubt, but equally 
deeply.  We hope you will secure a copy of this book (available in 
inexpensive paperback), read it, and come prepared to discuss it on 
May 22nd.  Led by Deb Klein. 
 
National Day of Prayer: On Thursday, May 2nd at 12 noon, 

Lexington/Rockbridge community (citizens, community leaders 

and elected officials) will gather at Randolph St. United Methodist 

Church to pray for unity for the nation. Prayers will be offered from 

various faith traditions. 
 

 
RARA Pantry Item of the Month (April): Peanut Butter and Jelly. 
RARA Pantry Item of the Month (May): Canned Fruit/ Low Sugar. 
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Please turn off cell phones and other electronic devices before worship begins. 
 

GATHERING OF THE PEOPLE 
 

 MUSIC OF PREPARATION       Ah, Holy Jesus Johann Crüger 
     
 CALL TO WORSHIP         Psalm 150 (Stephen Mitchell translation) 

Praise God in the depths of this universe; praise him in the 
human heart.  

Praise him for his power and beauty, for his all-
feeling, fathomless love. 

Praise him with drums and trumpets, with string quartets 
and guitars.  

Praise him in market and workplace, with 
computer, with hammer, and nails. 

Praise him in bedroom and kitchen; praise him with pots and 
pans.  

Praise him in the sanctuary.  Let every breath be 
his praise. 
 

CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP  Praise God for All His Mighty Deeds         
 Heinrich Schütz 

 WELCOME  
   
 PRAYER OF ADORATION    
 
 HYMN 245  Christ the Lord Is Risen Today! 
  
 A TIME OF CONFESSION   
  Prayer of Confession (unison) 

God of the empty tomb and our empty hearts, 

when we are afraid to speak our faith in this 

world, forgive us and help us to find our voice.  

When we are afraid to forgive and to love 

again, forgive us and give us the power to 

forgive.  When we are afraid to stand up to 

misguided authority, join with the weak to 

make us all strong.  When we are confined by 

hurts, touch us with your wounded hands and 

set us free.  When we are locked behind our 

doubts and fears, pass through the walls we 

erect, open our hearts, and give us peace.  
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