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 The New Year gets me thinking about the year gone and the year that lies ahead.  The past year 
included a health issue in May that got my attention.  I’m ever so grateful it was managed quickly and 
effectively.  I’m also ever so grateful for the many acts of kindness you extended to me and my family.  
Thank you, thank you, and thank you. 
 Life being what it is, the year past may have been tough for many of you for it may have included 
disappointments, sorrows, failures, and the deaths of loved ones.  I’m confident 2018 was marked by 
many good things for you…but I am aware it may have been marked by some mighty tough, life-
shaking, and life-changing things, too. 
 I came across a note I made in the margin of a Montreat Music & Worship conference booklet.  It 
was a note made during a sermon given by Carol Bechtel, an Old Testament professor at Western 
Theological Seminary in Holland, MI.  She was having us think about Lamentations 3:21-26 – which 
includes one of my favorite Bible verses (3:22-23).  In the midst of her sermon she said something that 
sent me down a rabbit hole from which I didn’t return until I heard her say, “Amen.”  The words that 
sent me down that rabbit hole were these:  “It is a fearsome thing to love what death can touch.” 
 Her words gave me a different way to think about the “cost” of loving someone.  The implication is 
that it would be less painful to keep people at arm’s length, to guard ourselves, to not let anyone take 
our hearts.  But that’s not really an option for followers of Jesus is it?  Aren’t we to love unreservedly, 
without counting the cost?  Our love is meant to be whole-hearted, whole-minded, whole-bodied, 
whole-spirited…well aware death cannot be avoided.  Death can and surely will touch that which we 
love…more to the point, those whom we love.   
 Bechtel was right.  It surely is a fearsome thing…to love what death can touch.  It is also a beautiful 
thing…a precious gift from which I hope you and I will never shrink.  
    L'Chaim (To Life), 

NOTES FROM THE CLERGY 

January 

We welcome Kay Horner to our staff as office assistant working in the afternoon. A na-
tive of Richmond, Kay spent 20 years as news editor and columnist for a weekly paper 
in Warrenton, NC. She relocated to Lexington in 2003 and for more than 10 years was 
parish administrator at Grace Episcopal Church. In addition to her work here, Kay is or-
ganist and choir director at Buena Vista Presbyterian Church. Kay can be reached by 
email at khorner@lexpres.org. We invite you to stop by the office and meet Kay.  

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. COMMUNITY PARADE 
 
The Third Annual Martin Luther King, Jr., Community Parade will be held on Mon-
day, January 21, 2019, 10 AM starting at the Randolph Street United Methodst 
Church on 118 South Randolph Street.  
Directly following the MLK Parade we will be serving soup for the entire communi-
ty in Dunlap Auditorium. Join us as we break bread together with members of our 
community. 
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PROPERTY:Caring for the church property doesn ’t just happen.  It takes a dedicated Property Committee 
to address the many problems of managing such a large property.  From painting to plumbing, these mem-
bers obtain estimates, draw up plans, listen to requests and find time for hands-on projects. 
 Thanks to:  Steve Crowder, Dick Emrey, Mac Felts, Rich Hastings, Margaret Howard, Charles Lauck, 
and Mike Strickler.     —Skip Hess, Property Chair 
 
FLOWERS: Ever wonder how the flowers around the church get planted or arranged?  Who does the 
announcements in the bulletin?  How about the beautiful poinsettias at Christmas, the window treatments, the 
flowering of the cross at Easter? 
Answers:   
 Mac and Becky Felts are responsible for the beautiful flowers on Randolph Street and the mulching.  
 Kimberly Kennedy & Kay Horner collect & arranges the bulletin announcements.  
 Linda Franke, Margie and Jack Page arrange the windows with greens and candles.  
 Doug Stevenson makes sure that all the decorations are in their proper place for us to arrange. Thanks to 

you all for your dedication!    - Skip Hess, Flower Committee   

The Community Table Thanks its Volunteers 
In this season of giving, we would like to give thanks to the many individuals, and churches 
who have supported our efforts to feed those in need this past year.  TCT could not exist 
without your thousands of hours of volunteer time.  The delicious desserts provided by bak-
ers from local churches (Good Shepard Evangelical Lutheran, Grace Presbyterian, Lexington 
Presbyterian, Manly Memorial Baptist and Trinity United Methodist) are so appreciat-
ed. We have several groups that volunteer on a regular basis to help set up, serve, or clean-
up.  Hats off to volunteers from Lexington Presbyterian, Grace Episcopal, Grace Presbyteri-

an, DuPont Credit Union and the City of Lexington Employees.  The patrons and volunteers all enjoy the mu-
sic provided by Scott Dransfield, Mac Baker, Becky Edmonson, Brain Kave and Ken Farrar, Tim Hodges, Ray 
Blouin, Kelly Harris, Mark Taylor, and the SVU String Quartet. 

 
LOCAL THANK YOU 

Providing desserts for The Community Table each 4th Monday is one way of showing our love for our neigh-
bors! Thank you so much to all the people who have so enthusiastically baked desserts! The desserts have 
been tasty and much appreciated. As the coordinator, you make my job so easy! Thank you for your baking. 
These are the many willing bakers who have provided delicious desserts!!!  Betty Dahl, Debbie Polllard, Di-
anne Herrick, Myra Young, Alice Williams, Mimi Elrod, Lisa Keesee, Jane Dunlap, Patsy Aligood, Pat Brown-
ing, Phyll Ann Judge, Mary Coulling, Susie Hastings, Bill McCorkle, Marti Burke, Pam Luecke, Joan 
Klussmann, Maureen Smart, Poppy Orendorf, Cathy Grace, Bunny Babcock, Joyce Fraley, Colin Reid, Carol 
Bryan, Nancy Bidlack, The Youth Group, Mary Anne Gilmore, Sally Wiant, Liz Shupe, Kish Vinayagamoorthy, 
Mary Dugan, Mary Raine Paxton, Lori Inman, Anna Murdock, Annette John, and any mystery bakers who 
have delivered desserts! Thank you for your generous gift of time and talent! - Mary Beth Baker 

Coatsgiving Thank You! 
We collected a total of 61 coats.  Here is some Good News from RARA: “We had a family come into the of-

fice because they are having trouble paying for necessities and are unable to purchase 
Christmas gifts for their children on top of that. They were worried about an upcoming utility 
bill and medication costs and said they often go without food so that their kids can eat. We 
also noticed they were wearing light sweatshirts and windbreak-
ers in the cold. It was so helpful for them to be able to immediate-
ly pick out nice, warm coats for both kids and adults! They were 
very grateful, and this is just the first of many people that will be 
helped through your donation!”  If anyone still has such coats, 
take them directly to the RARA office or leave them at the church 
with a note firmly attached.   
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PREACHING SCHEDULE FOR JANUARY 
 
January 6  Epiphany  Preacher: William M. Klein 
   Texts: Mk. 2:1-12 & Is. 60:1-6  Sermon: Hitch Your Wagon to a Star 
   Ordination and Installation of Ruling Elders 
    
January 13  Baptism of the Lord Sunday Preacher:  William M. Klein 
   Texts:  Luke 3:15-22 Sermon: Tuning Our Hearts 
   Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 
 
January 20  2

nd
 Sunday after Epiphany Preacher:  William M. Klein 

   Texts: John 2:1-11 Sermon: A Will to Wonder 
  
January 27  3

rd
 Sunday after Epiphany Preacher: William M. Klein 

   Texts: Luke 4:14-30 Sermon: Is Your Religion Big Enough for God? 

WORSHIP NEWS 

2019 SESSIONAL COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS 
 

 
Christian Education:  Lad Sessions (chair), Helen Fure, Jan Hathorn 
Communications:  Mark Keeley (chair), Mary Ellena Ward, Kara Braddick, Jessica Willett 
Congregational Life:  Liz Shupe (chair), Kara Braddick, Sheila Colón 
Financial Management:  Mary Ellena Ward (chair); Jerry Jackson, John Jensen, Jack Bovay 
Outreach:  Pam Luecke (chair), Mimi Elrod, Margie Page 
Personnel:  Buddy Bryan (chair), Kirk Luder, John Jensen 
Planning:  Jonathan Tarris (chair), Mark Keeley  
Property:  Skip Hess (chair), Charles Lauck, Steve Crowder, Mac Felts 
Worship:  Kaitlin Smith (chair), David Dugan, Jamie Inman  

THANTASTIC THURSDAYS 
 In January we will return to our Thursday night fellowship dinner and program on January 10. 

The first program will be a sing around the organ with William McCorkle!   Menu for that night will 
be Italian themed food with salad bar. It’s just the thing to chase away the winter doldrums.    

 Our next gathering is on January 17 with a program called “Beat the Scammers”.  Christy Harris 
from Edward Jones will be going through common scamming attempts and how to avoid being 
taken. Dinner menu of BBQ chicken, skillet cornbread (recipe inside this newsletter!) baked pota-
to and salad bars. 

 We will have Sunday Brunch after the 11 am service on Sunday, January 20. Remember to invite 
friends and take them “out” to lunch right in our own Dunlap Audito-
rium: a great way to repay holiday gatherings!  

 On January 31 come to Thantastic Thursday to enjoy Burr Datz 
and his musical genius. Menu will be comfort food of meatloaf, 
mashed red potatoes, and succotash.  

 
* Remember to sign up on REALM, sign the book outside the church 
office or call the church 463-3783 to make a reservation for any of 
these meals. Child care for Thursdays is available on request.  
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RAFIKI REPORT 
 

 Rafiki’s Mission—Training Africans to Transform Africa for Christ.  With this goal in 
mind, Rosemary Jensen, founder and executive director emeritus of the Rafiki Foundaton, at age 92, 
has established a foundation, the Rosemary Jensen Bible Foundation. This started by giving study 
Bibles to seminary students and pastors in 23 denominations in the ten countries where Rafiki has 
established villages. By God’s grace, this has been accomplished. 
 The goal now is to give hardback Bibles to partner denomination teachers and school children 
who use the Rafiki Christian Classical Curriculum in those countries. As part of the curriculum, the 
children use the Rafiki Bible Study. But they have no Bibles. If the students who can read have Bi-
bles, probably, for most of them, it will be the only book in their homes. 
 We are all invited to give the best possible gift, the Bible, to our African friends. We cannot 
give salvation to anyone; only God gives salvation. However, we can give the gospel which is found 
only in the Word of God—the Bible. 

For more information, please see rafikifoundation.org or email 
rmj@rafikifoundation.org. 

 Prayer request:  
 that hearts will be generous in providing Bibles for Africans through the 

Rosemary Jensen Bible Foundation,  
 that all who receive Bibles will read them and apply the truth found there to 

their lives. 
Offerings: Koinonia, $41.60; Bible History, $27; total, $68. 

From the Director of Culinary Ministry – Skip Hess 
I have had many requests for this recipe and here it is! 

SKILLET CORNBREAD  
I designed this recipe for Cast Iron Skillet  

 
2 Boxes Jiffy Brand Corn Muffin Mix (8.5 oz) 
2 Large Eggs 
2/3 Cup Milk 
1 Cup of Sour Cream 
4 Tablespoon Sugar 
1 14 oz. Can CREAM corn 
6 Drops hot sauce (like Texas Pete or Tapatio) 
 
Preheat oven to 350. 
 
Combine all ingredients and mix well.  I use a stand mixer for 
this.  Generously grease (I use PAM), a #8 cast iron skillet 
and pour in mixture. Bake for approximately 35 to 45 minutes 
or until golden brown and a knife inserted comes out clean.  
Immediately brush top with melted butter. 

 

Freezes well!  Makes great corn muffins, too! 
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OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE 

HELPING HANDS 
 

NO Helping Hands for January.  Stay tuned to future newsletters for meeting times in 2019. 
 

Call Ellen Smith at 464-5141 if you have any questions. 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
Joyful, joyful, we adore thee...and all you kind folks who have labored on the shawls this year.  It has 
been so rewarding to see the supplies replenished… but I remind you that illness and death take no 
time off...so please continue to pick up your needles and knit some more.  We go through up and down 
periods of supply & demand but hope we don’t fall into limited number of shawls again.  As the new 
year starts, remember we will be meeting on the 2nd & 4th Mondays of the month from 9:30—11:00am 
in the church library.  Come along and join us.  We’d love to have you!  

 
MAKE VOLUNTEERING WITH COMMUNITY TABLE YOUR NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION! 

 
2nd Monday of Each Month—Volunteers:  Volunteers are needed at the Community Table, Monday, 
January 14th. Setup at 1:00pm, Servers (6), 5:30 – 7:00 and clean-up crew (6) 7:00-8:30. Sign up on the 
sheet in Murray Hall, or call Lori Inman at 615-585-4828 or email: LLWJPI@HOTMAIL.COM..   If you cannot 
help in December, make this your New Year’s resolution for 2019!  We always volunteer on the second Mon-
day of the Month. 

 
4th Monday of Each Month—Desserts: We are entering our fifth year of providing desserts for 
The Community Table. These desserts provide a sweet ending to a lovely four-course meal served to an 
average of 170 people each week. The dessert is greatly appreciated by the volunteers who prepare and 
serve the meals and by the people enjoying the meal.   
 
For January we are preparing lemon pound cakes.  If you are able to prepare one or two, 
please contact Mary Beth Baker (mbbaker35@yahoo.com or 463-9563). Desserts may be 
left in Brady Chapel kitchenette by noon on Monday or delivered directly to The Community 
Table (350 Spotswood Drive) between 2 and 5:30pm. 
 
HELP WANTED FOR CT DESSERTS: A big THANK YOU to Mary Beth Baker –after coordinating 
desserts since we started providing them in 2014, she is ready to take a break. If anyone is interested in 
co-coordinating this year and coordinating 2020, please let her know: mbbaker35@yahoo.com or 540-
463-9563. 

Al Anon Meetings 
Family recovery is a process of healing and growth for family 
members affected by someone’s drinking.  This process helps 
these individuals make healthier life choices and develop rela-
tionships that are more positive and supportive.  Al Anon 
meets: 

 Saturdays:  11:15AM (open) at Grace Episcopal Church. 

 Call 1-888-425-2666 for more information concerning Al 
Anon.  All meetings are non-smoking meetings.   

Alcoholics Anonymous Meetings 
Alcoholics Anonymous a life-giving tool for folks 
seeking to manage alcohol addiction.    
AA meets at Grace Episcopal Church: 
 Mondays: 7:30 AM            
 Tuesdays: 6:30PM (beginners);  
      8:00 PM (open meeting) 
 Wednesdays: noon (open meeting)  
 Thursdays:  7:30 AM 
 Fridays:  8:00 PM (open meeting) 
 Saturdays: 10:00AM(open meeting) 
 Saturdays and Sundays-hospital at 8:00 
PM (open meetings) 
 
All meetings are non-smoking meetings.  
Call 463-3411 for more information. 

RARA Food Pantry  Food of the Month 
(January):    

Whole Grain Cereal 
 
 

Please leave the food in boxes in the  front 
hallway outside of the church office. 
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Favorite Bible Verses—LPC Session 
December 2018 

 
The following verses were shared during the examination of new Elders 
at the December 2018 Session meeting.  The Session challenges you 
to read each verse during your personal Bible study, to listen to the 
messages, and to decide whether YOU have a favorite verse as well.  

Mary Atthowe---Psalm 118:24 
Jack Bovay—Phil. 4:8 

Buddy Bryan---1 Cor. 13:13 
Sheila Colón---Psalm 139:7-10 

Steve Crowder---John 13:7 
David Dugan---Gal.5:22-23 
Mimi Elrod---1 Cor.13:4-7 
Mac Felts---John 14:1-6 
Joyce Fraley---Matt. 7:12 

Frank Friedman---Prov. 3:5-8 
 

Helen Fure---Phil. 4:8 
Jan Hathorn---Phil. 4:4-7 
Skip Hess---Phil. 4:8-9 

Sarah Hill---Isaiah 40:1-2 
Jamie Inman---1 John 4:8 

Jerry Jackson---Mat. 22:36-40 
John Jensen---1 Cor. 13:4-7 

Mark Keeley---John 8:7 
Bill Klein---Lam. 3:22-23 

Charles Lauck---Psalm 51:10-12 
 

Pam Luecke---Psalm 23 
Hardin Marion---Romans 12:9-13 

Margie Page---Romans 15:13 
Sharon Patterson---2 Cor. 4:6 

Lad Sessions---Gen. 1:31 
Liz Shupe---Psalm 121 

Kaitlin Smith---John 8:12 
Mary Ellena Ward---Phil. 4:4 

Jessica Willett---Luke 6:37-38 

Our Sympathy to:  
 
Lisa Keesee on the death of her 
father, Hubert Armstrong 
 
Friends and family of Dick Minnix 

Congratulations to:  
Andy and Sabrina Coffey on the 
birth of Paxton Andrew Coffey 
 
Mayumi Smitka on the birth of 
her daughter, Madeline 

Ordination-Installation of New Elders 
 
On Sunday, January 6, during the 11:00 worship service, new Ruling Elders will 
be ordained and installed.  The following persons will be ordained and installed:  
Jack Bovay, Sheila Colón, Jan Hathorn, Jamie Inman, Pam Luecke, and Jessica 
Willett.  The following persons will be installed (having been previously or-
dained):  David Dugan and Mac Felts. 

WHOLENESS AND HEALING 
 

You are invited to attend our monthly Service of Prayer for Wholeness and Healing Service.  
Generally this service is held the first Sunday of the month at 5:00 in the evening.  This 45 
minute service will be led by your pastor and will include prayers both general and specific, 
scripture reading, singing, and silence.  For those who may be so inclined, there will be op-
portunity for the laying on of hands.   
Everyone interested is invited to attend the January 6 service. 

On January 6, 2019, The Campus Ministry Subcommittee will hold its second-annual brunch 
for LPC students returning to colleges & universities and for our high school seniors sched-
uled to graduate in May 2019.  All of these students, their parents and families are invited. 
Look for more information and invitations as we approach December.  
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