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A few years ago a friend sent me a new Book of Common Prayer from 
the Church of Scotland.  This year I want to offer you prayers from that 
book, one for each of the Sundays in Advent and for Christmas Day  
Sunday, December 2:  Lord Jesus Christ, your world awaits you.  In the 
longing of the persecuted for justice; in the longing of the poor for pros-
perity; in the longing of the privileged for riches greater than wealth; in the 
longing of our hearts for a better life; and in the song of your church:  ex-
pectation is ever present.  Come, O Lord, desire behind our greatest 

needs.  Come, O Lord, liberator of humanity.  Come, O Lord, O come, Emmanuel.  
Sunday, December 9:  God of faithfulness and truth, you sent your servant John the Baptist to 
preach in the desert and summon the people to repentance.  Make us and all things new, that in the 
wilderness of our hearts we too may prepare a way over which your Son may walk.  
Sunday, December 16:  God of eternity, when the voice of the prophet was silent and the faith of 
your people low; when darkness had obscured light and indifference displaced zeal: you saw that 
the time was right, and prepared to send your Son.  Set us free from fear and faithlessness that we 
may be ready to welcome him who comes as Savior and Lord.  
Sunday, December 23:  God and maker of all, to redeem the world you chose the most unsuspect-
ing of women to mother your Son and by your choice gave new glory to human flesh and earthly par-
enting.  With the joy that was Mary’s, may our souls magnify the Lord, and our bodies be the means 
through which you continue the mighty work of salvation for which Christ came.  
Christmas Day, December 25:  Today, O God, the soles of your feet have touched the earth.  Today, 
the back streets, the forgotten places have been lit up with significance.  Today, the households of 
earth welcome the King of heaven.  For you have come among us, you are one of us.  So may our 
songs rise to surround your throne as our knees bend to salute your cradle.  

                                     L'Chaim (To Life),    

December 

Wholeness and Healing  
You are invited to attend our monthly Service of Prayer for Wholeness and Healing Service.  Gener-
ally this service is held the first Sunday of the month at 5:00 in the evening.  This 45 minute service 
will be led by your pastor and will include prayers both general and specific, scripture reading, sing-
ing, and silence.  For those who may be so inclined, there will be opportunity for the laying on of 
hands.  *Everyone interested is invited to attend the December 2nd service.* 

On January 6, 2019, The Campus Ministry Subcommittee will hold its second-annual 
brunch for LPC students returning to colleges & universities and for our high school seniors 
scheduled to graduate in May 2019.  All of these students, their parents and families are in-
vited. Look for more information and invitations as we approach December.  
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Preaching Schedule for December 
 
December 2  1

st
 Sunday of Advent Preacher:  William M. Klein 

   Texts:  Jer. 33:14-16 & Lk. 21:34-36 Sermon: Faith as Watchfulness 
 
December 9  2

nd
 Sunday of Advent Preacher:  William M. Klein 

   Texts:  Lk 3:1-6; Phil 1:3-11; Mal. 3:1-4 Sermon: Fit for God 
 
December 16 3

rd
 Sunday of Advent Lessons and Carols 

 
December 23 4

th
 Sunday of Advent Preacher:  William M. Klein 

   Texts:  Lk. 1:39-45 & Mic. 5:2-5a  Sermon: Pregnant With God's Blessedness 
 
December 24 Christmas Eve  
   5:00 service – Family oriented, Candlelight  
   7:30 service – Candlelight and Communion 
 
December 30 1

st
 Sunday after Christmas  Preacher: Sarah L. Hill  

WORSHIP NEWS 

ADVENT/CHRISTMAS SERVICE SCHEDULE 
 
We will have a single worship service on three successive Sundays – December 16, De-
cember 23, and December 30.  All of these services will be held in the sanctuary at 11:00 
AM and will be a creative blend of the styles of the 8:45 and 11:00 services. 
 
 
Join us on Christmas Eve, Monday, December 24th for a family Christmas Service at 5pm 

(Children’s Pageant) in the sanctuary, or a candlelight service at 7:30pm in the sanctuary. 

CHURCH CHRISTMAS PROGRAMS! 
 

On Thursday, Dec 6 we will celebrate the season with Christmas carols and hymns 
with Bill McCorkle at the piano. Come sings all the old favorites and maybe a few 
new ones, too.  Dinner will begin at 5:45pm with the Christmas carols staring at 
6:30pm.  Dinner will be soup and salad!  The cost is $6 per person or $16 per family 
(children under 5 are free). All Lexington campus students are free.  
Joy Luncheon: On Sunday, December 16, the 11:00 morning worship service 

will be followed by a potluck lunch at Lexington Presbyterian Church.  Fried chicken, bread and beverages 
will be provided by Culinary Ministry Director Skip Hess and his team, and church members are invited to 
contribute other items.  Church members with last names beginning with A through P are asked to bring 
side dishes, and members with last names beginning with Q through Z are asked to bring des-
serts.  Please sign up with Kimberly Kennedy in the church office by Tuesday, December 11, for this time 
of good food and fellowship! 

CHORAL SOCIETY/YOUTH CHORALE 
HOLIDAY CONCERT ON DECEMBER 1 

The Rockbridge Choral Society, directed by William McCorkle, and the Rockbridge Youth Chorale, 
directed by Lacey Lynch and Lori Parker, will present their annual holiday concert at Lex Pres on 
Saturday, December 1 at 7:30 p.m.  Singing of carols with the audience will begin at 7:15.  Tickets 
are available at downtown locations and can be purchased at the door.  
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IT’S CHRISTMAS TIME AGAIN! 

THE JESSE TREE: Our Giving Tree 
Found in our sanctuary during Advent (starting 1st Sunday in December), the Jesse Tree gives us a chance to 
help those whom Jesus would have us remember—”the least of these my brothers & sisters.”   
 
Leah’s Circle is taking the lead to organize this collection.   Gifts will be collected for the following local organi-

zations:  
 Community Table (https://www.communitytablerockbridge.org/) 
 Lisa’s House in Lexington (Project Horizon, 463-7861) 
 Rockbridge Area Relief Association (http://raralex.org) 
 W&L Campus Kitchen / Backpack Program (W&L, 458-4669) 
Gifts will also be collected outside of our local area: 
 Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (https://pda.pcusa.org)   
To participate choose one or more of the cards that describe a particular need hanging on 
the Jesse Tree .  Bring the card attached to the gift back to the church and place it under 

the Jesse Tree.  There will be boxes under the tree for checks.  Simplify the wrapping as much as possible.  
 
Please have all gifts under the tree by the Christmas Eve services. May we give generously in response to 
God’s greatest gift to us—Jesus, our Emmanuel! 

TWO ‘MUSIC AT NOON’ CONCERTS IN DECEMBER 
 

Thursday, December 6 (12 noon)    DANIEL BRINSON, organ     ~    RICK LORD, classical guitar 
We welcome both of these fine musicians back to Lexington Presbyterian.  We’re delighted to have them 
brighten our Advent!  Their program will include short works by Bach, Barber, Scarlatti, Hovland, and DeBlasio. 
 Daniel Brinson is Director of Church Music at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Ivy, VA, where he has 
served since 2012.  Prior to that Daniel served for ten years at Grace Episcopal Church in Lexington, VA.  Dur-
ing his time in Lexington, he played frequently at Lexington Presbyterian, in recital, in worship services, and in 
concerts with the Rockbridge Choral Society.  Daniel lives in Charlottesville with his wife 
Laura and their two children.  We are grateful for this chance to see and hear Daniel again.  
 Rick Lord is a retired Episcopal priest and classical guitarist currently serving at St. 
Paul’s Episcopal Church in Ivy, Virginia.  He earned an undergraduate degree in Guitar Per-
formance from Catholic University in 1976 and has continued to play and study alongside 
his active ministry for the last 35 years. Rick has recently studied and attended Master Clas-
ses with Grammy Award winner Jason Vieaux and is currently a member of the Classical 
Guitar Academy, an online learning community of amateur guitarist from around the world.  
All who heard his noontime recital last spring will be excited to have him back to play for us again. 
 

Thursday, December 13 (12 noon)      WILLIAM McCORKLE, organ and piano 
Keyboard music for Advent and Christmas! 

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING—December 16th 
Leadership: Past, Present, and Future 

In addition to our regular pledges to our church, we have the opportunity to give to several “special” offer-
ings throughout the year.  Our final special offering of the calendar year is the Christmas Joy Offering.  
This offering specifically supports church leaders—past, present and future—who have pointed us to 
God.  Even as we support our current and former church leaders, God is calling new leaders for our 
Church and world, through the ministry of Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping communi-
ties of color—offering students the means for a brighter future and enhanced opportunities to use their 

talents and skills to serve God, the Church and the world for years to come.  
 This Offering will be made this year on December 16th at the 11:00am 
service.  Please prayerfully consider making a generous offering in the Joy Of-
fering Envelope that will be provided.  If you are writing a check, make it out to 
Lexington Presbyterian Church with a note of “Joy Offering” in the memo line, 
and then put it in the Christmas Joy Offering envelope provided.   
This offering is a cherished tradition—let’s please continue this joyful giving.  
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A Thank You from Congregational Life  
Many thanks from the Congregational Life committee to the numer-
ous volunteers who support the work of the Caring Friends, Culi-
nary Ministry, and the Bereavement Reception subcommittees.  Be-
cause of our volunteers, home-cooked meals are delivered to Pro-
ject Horizon and church/ community members in times of need; 
meal events run smoothly; and receptions for families suffering a 
loss are possible.  We are humbled by and grateful for the kind ser-
vice of our volunteers Mary Atthowe, Courtney Baker, James 
Baker, Nancy Bidlack, Leslie Bovay, Kara Braddick, Pat Browning, 
Buddy Bryan, Carol Bryan, Abbey Carrico, Macy Coffey, Phillip 
Coulling, Betty Dahl, David Dugan, Mary Dugan, Jane Dunlap, 
Cheryl Fairchilds, Kay Farrell, Tim Farrell, Becky Felts, Mac Felts, 
Joyce Fraley, Linda Franke, Donna Garnett, Mike Gilmore, Tom 
Goodale, George Graves, Rich Hastings, Jan Hathorn, Dianne Her-
rick, Skip Hess, Kandy Higginbotham, Cynthia Hintze, Julie Hol-

lingsworth, Chip Honsinger, Mary Honsinger, Jane Horton, Margaret Howard, Lori Inman, Cindy Irby, 
Joe Irby, Charlene Jarrett, Gaye Johnson, Michael Johnson, Pat Jones, Max Judge, Phyll Ann 
Judge, Bill Klein, Deb Klein, Caleb Lambert, Charles Lauck, Elizabeth Lauck, Betsy Lee, Lai Lee, 
Kay Lera, Pam Luecke, Michael Lynn, Heather Marion, Bill McCorkle, Becky Merchant, Lily Mo-
reschi, Linda Moreschi, Suzanne Noonan, Poppy Orendorf, Ron Orendorf, Jack Page, Margie Page, 
Sharon Patterson, Mary Raine Paxton, Demaree Peck, Emily Reel, Jean Reynolds, Liz Shupe, Tom 
Shupe, Maureen Smart, Ellen Smith, Ann Spice, Doris Strickler, Michael Strickler, Rudie Terhune, 
John Turnbull, Mary Ellena Ward, Donna Wells, Sally Wiant, Alice Williams, Barbara Winfrey, Car-
olyn Worrell, Myra Young, and Neely Young.   
And a special thank you to the Congregational Life subcommittee chairs and members who work 
countless hours to nurture the congregation.  We are truly humbled by your dedicated service.  Many 
thanks to Leslie Bovay, Kara Braddick, Mary Dugan, Linda Franke, Skip Hess, Pat Jones, William 
McCorkle, Liz Shupe, and Carolyn Worrell.  

CHRISTMAS NOTES AND THANK YOU’S!  

This “church funny” provided as a 
thank you to our entire Communica-
tions Committee for all their hard 
work and support in getting the church 
moved over to REALM  

PARENTS! There’s nothing like a 
few extra hours for Christmas er-
rands.   Parents Time Out is 
scheduled for Saturday, Decem-
ber 8th, 5-8PM.  Contact Gaye 
Johnson to sign up! 

PICTURE DIRECTORY COMING SOON!  
Don’t let this be your image for our next 
picture directory!  We are using REALM to 
create our 2019 picture directory.  If you do 
not have a photo associated with your pro-
file in REALM, there is still time to add one!  
Or send your picture to Kimberly at  
admin@lexpres.org and she’ll add it for 
you.  

POINSETTIA ORDERS 
We still have some openings for poinsettia orders ($12 each) until Thursday, December 6th.  
Please call the church office to order (or email admin@lexpres.org) and give dedication information 
for the bulletin.  You may pick up your poinsettia after the worship on December 30th.  
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RAFIKI MISSION NEWS 
 Prayer has been the inspiration, motivation and foundation of the Rafiki ministry since it began in 
1985.  Prayer continues to be the focus of the daily operation and the long range planning.  At the home of-
fice in Eustis, Florida, in addition to the daily devotions, a day each month is set aside for intense prayer. 
Throughout this country there are prayer groups that meet monthly to pray for the specific needs in the ten 
African countries where Rafiki has established villages.  
 In Lexington there is a group of five to eight women who meet regularly on the first Friday of every 
month at 9:00am for about one hour for Rafiki prayer at Grace Presbyterian Church. The format is that of 
ACTS—Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving and Supplication.  There are updates on particular happen-
ings in the villages and at the Home Office, prayers of thanksgiving, for God’s protection and provision, and 
prayer requests.  These are obtained by the facilitator from the Home Office, so they are current and specif-
ic.  For instance, in November there was a request for funds for a reliable vehicle for the Ethiopian village; 
protection against Malaria; and for continued peace and stability in the Addis Ababa region. 
 The prayer requests will often target a particular group or issue, such as the children, the Rafiki 
mothers or the educational program.  To see God at work through the prayers and work of his people is a 
privilege and a faith builder.  Come join the prayer group at Grace Presbyterian Church the first Friday of 
every month.  The blessing you will receive is guaranteed.   
 Prayer Requests 
 - more long and short term missionaries 
 - strength, energy and wisdom for the Rafiki mothers 
 - protection over the villages as they are short staffed 

For more information please see www.rafikifoundation.org or their Facebook page. 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
Thank you to all our knitters—old and new!  With the business of the holiday season, the Prayer Shawl Min-
istry will only meet 2nd Monday, December 10th, 9:30-11am.  We look forward to meeting again in the new 
year! 

 
Volunteers: December 10th: Volunteers are needed at the Community Table, Monday, De-
cember 10th.  Setup at 1:00pm, Servers (6), 5:30 – 7:00 and clean-up crew (6) 7:00-8:30. Sign 
up on the sheet in Murray Hall, or call Lori Inman at 615-585-4828 or email: 
LLWJPI@HOTMAIL.COM..   If you cannot help in December, make this your New Year’s resolu-
tion for 2019!  We always volunteer on the second Monday of the Month.   
  

NO Community Table Desserts for December  Thank you to all the bakers throughout 2018! 

NEW ELDERS EXAMINED 
 
 On Tuesday, December 4, eight persons will be examined by Session.  This is part of the process that 
began with their election by you to serve as Ruling Elders of this church.  Their names are: Jack Bovay, Sheila 
Colón, David Dugan, Mac Felts, Jan Hathorn, Jamie Inman, Pam Luecke, and Jessica Willett.  
These eight folks will be presented to the Session to be examined.  They will also provide a state-
ment of faith.  They will be ordained and/or installed to office on Sunday, January 6.  Keep these 
eight folks in your prayers as they prepare to take on the leadership to which you have elected 
and God has chosen them.   
 Session will also bid farewell and grateful thanks to the Class of 2018 Ruling Elders who 
will rotate off Session the end of December.  Their names are:  Joyce Fraley, Skip Hess, Gaye 
Johnson, Suzie Jones, Hardin Marion, and Sharon Patterson.  When you see them, make a point 
of expressing your gratitude for their faithful service to the church these last three years. 

Volunteer drivers are needed to provide transportation to the eleven o'clock church ser-
vice on Sundays for members living in the Lexington area who are not able to drive.  If you 
would like to be called on from time to time to provide this support, please contact the Kimberly 
Kennedy, Administrative Assistant, in the church office at 463-3873 or by email 
at admin@lexpres.org. 
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Congregational Information:   
Baptisms:  Timothy James “Jay” Braddick II, October 28, son 
of Kara &  Tim Braddick (born 3/30/18) 
Births:  Olivia Tegan Tarris, Oct 11, daughter of Jonathan & 
Katie Tarris); Benjamin Ezra Floyd, Oct 17, son of Jamie & Jill 
Floyd 
Deaths:  William Rader Dod, Oct 4. 
New Members:  none    
Current Membership: 518 (1 death)  

SESSIONAL COMMITTEES 
Christian Education 
Children’s Subcommittee 
The Sunday nursery attendance is growing. 
Youth, Campus, Adult Ministries:   
A Family Festival will take place in the spring. 
Rise Against Hunger will be held on Sunday, November 11, 
from 2 to 5 PM.  Trinity Methodist Church youth members, the 
local Boy Scouts, and VMI cadets will be joining Lexington 
Presbyterian Church children, youth, and adult members for 
this event.  
Communications 
The Realm - The committee will visit Kendal to help members 
learn how to use the new program.  All are encouraged to 
help other members so the Realm can become an instrumen-
tal form of communication in the church.  
Congregational Life 
- Skip Hess gave a Thantastic Thursday presentation on 11/1. 
- Carolyn Worrell continues to deliver meals to families after 
the Sunday brunches and Thursday dinners.  
2. Caring Friends 
-Caring Friends prepared a meal for the Tarris family after the 
arrival of their new baby. 
-Caring Friends is partnering with RARA to assist with the 
new Senior Food Box Program: One delivery of four food box-
es has been made to residents of Skyline Manor Apartments 
in Glasgow. The remaining two boxes will be delivered tomor-
row to residents who were not at home last week. In the fu-
ture, two Caring Friends  volunteers will a pick up boxes and 
deliver to residents each month. 
-A resource document is being created for community mem-
bers who need transportation to medical appointments, etc.  
Assistance will be offered by committee members as needed, 
to help folks connect with local transportation agencies listed 
on the resource list. 
House Church: Three House Church groups have formed.  
One meets on Tuesday, one on Wednesday, and the Young 
Adult one generally meets on Monday. 
Upcoming Events: Thantastic Thursday – November 29 
Finance 
2018 Stewardship Update:  Pledges returned so far will cover 
about half of the budget.  Administrative Council will deter-
mine how to cover the remaining balance. 
Outreach 
Committee will join Sarah Hill in hosting the Rise Against Hun-
ger event.  Committee welcomes church members participa-
tion. 

- $1,000 to Mission Next Door in October 
- Plans are being made to financially support the Rockbridge 
Area Health Center’s campaign. 
- Refreshments will be provided for Candlelight procession on 
 November 23 and the evening of the Christmas parade. 
 - Coat drive for RARA is being planned. project  
Personnel 
1) Reimbursement for Sarah Hill: Under the current tax code, 
minister are peculiar animals.  They are subject to SECA, not 
FICA.  Presbyterian churches are required to include one-half 
of SECA, plus a plus up for income taxes incurred, as part of 
ministers’ remuneration.  Our records indicate that, while            
LPC has been providing this as part of Bill’s remuneration, we 
have not done so for Sarah, since she was hired as the asso-
ciate in 2012.The question about this arose in the spring and 
confirmed just recently as we checked records here and with 
Presbytery.  in consultation with Financial Management, it will 
be our recommendation to reimburse Sarah for this discrep-
ancy, estimated to be $22,000 to $25,000, and adjust her sal-
ary moving forward to include the appropriate amount.  This 
will mean an adjustment in the 2019 budget as well.  It has 
been recommended that the church direct these amounts to a 
retirement account (403b), which means there will not have to 
be a plus up for taxes.  This has been discussed with Sarah, 
who has given verbal agreement.  Moving forward, we need 
to get Sarah’s written agreements to the 403b proposal for the  
amount in arrears and the ongoing amounts.  Financial Man-
agement will recommend that the amount in arrears be cov-
ered from the Bequest Fund, once the appropriate retirement 
account has been set up.  We will come back to Session with 
our recommendation for action at the December meeting. . 
Property 
Security Measures:  Thanks to Charles Lauck for installing the 
dusk till dawn light in the alley off Main Street (Subway). Doug 
Stevenson has already remarked that it makes a big differ-
ence when he goes into the basement. 
-Door Security:  John Welsh inspected each exterior door and 
frame.  He will report back to us when he gets his estimates. 
- Electrical Panel and Heat A/C in Dunlap have been labeled 
very clearly and color coded.  The panel has a light now so it 
is easy to read the instructions. 
-The committee voted to accept the bid from the Rockbridge 
Farmer’s Coop for the purchase of the heat/air conditioning 
unit for Sarah’s Office.  The bid was $3346. 
-Free light bulbs!  Mike met with a representative from Domin-
ion Resources and they are going to replace all screw type 
light bulbs throughout the buildings at no charge to LPC.  
They are going to install the bulbs on   Wednesday, October 
24, 2018 at 10:00 a.m.  Mike will ask Kimberly to see if Doug 
Stevenson could meet us. Dominion Resources will give us 
an estimate to replace the tube style lights.  In addition, they 
will check out our heat/ac systems for energy savings. 
-Courtyard.  Charles’ wife (Elizabeth) asked if something 
could be done with the courtyard so they could use it.  Mike 
will check with Andy Hoofnagle, of Virginia Infrastructures to 
explore the possibilities 

RARA Food Pantry  
Food of the Month 

(December):    
Canned Tuna/Salmon 

 
Please leave the food in boxes in 
the  front hallway outside of the 

church office. 

Al Anon Meetings 
Family recovery is a process of healing and 
growth for family members affected by 
someone’s drinking.  This process helps 
these individuals make healthier life choices 
and develop relationships that are more 
positive and supportive.  Al Anon meets: 

 Saturdays:  11:15AM (open) at RE Lee 
Episcopal Church. 

 Call 1-888-425-2666 for more infor-
mation concerning Al Anon.  All meet-
ings are non-smoking meetings.   

Alcoholics Anonymous Meetings 
Alcoholics Anonymous a life-giving tool for 
folks seeking to manage alcohol addiction.    
AA meets at RE Lee Episcopal Church: 
 Mondays: 7:30 AM            
 Tuesdays: 6:30PM (beginners);  
      8:00 PM (open meeting) 
 Wednesdays: noon (open meeting)  
 Thursdays:  7:30 AM 
 Fridays:  8:00 PM (open meeting) 
 Saturdays: 10:00AM(open meeting) 
 Saturdays and Sundays-hospital at 
8:00 PM (open meetings) 
 
All meetings are non-smoking meetings.  
Call 463-3411 for more information. 
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