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 Another election is upon us.  Depending upon your perspective, elections either come too 
frequently or not frequently enough.  A case can be made that all elections are important.  This 
one may prove the point. 
 People frequently ask me to weigh in on political matters.  I certainly have opinions about 
political issues and about the candidates.  I believe certain candidates are more committed than 
others to helping to bridge what seems like an insurmountable divide…a stubborn, artificial, and 
often cruel divide that sees everything in terms of win-lose…a divide in which the combatants 
don’t seem to care all that much about the things that make for justice, community, unity, and 
peace…a divide that seems a far cry from the beloved community envisioned for us by Jesus. 
Katharine Preston, Associate Member of the Iona Community living in Essex, NY, writes that there 
has been a gradual deterioration within the American character we increasingly accept as normal.  
Tribal camps are more concerned with how we are “right” than with how we move forward toward 
a more perfect union.  Elected officials choose party loyalty and/or fear of defeat in an election 
over personal moral integrity. 
 In a recent interview Wendell Berry (American novelist, poet, environmental activist, cultural 
critic, and farmer) wonders when we as a culture began to think of Psalm 15 and Jesus law of 
neighborly love as optional.   
 So, I have my opinions…but I have not and will not now tell people how to vote or who to 
vote for…particularly from the pulpit!  In some church traditions the leadership does not hesitate to 
tell the members who they should vote for.  And while I appreciate what compels them to do so, 
that is not my style. 
  That being said, I think choosing not to vote is unacceptable.  Here is one reason I say this.  
In August, Deb, Elizabeth (our #3 child), and I took a civil rights trip to Alabama.  It was a profound 
experience crossing the Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma…realizing what people endured there in 
an effort to obtain the right to vote.     
 What does any of this have to do with our faith?  A lot.  Our faith influences who we are, 
what we believe, the words we speak, how we treat one another, how we use our time, how we 
spend our money, and how we vote.  Gratitude, humility, justice, compassion, prayer, reverence, 
etc…are attitudes or affections that reveal what we believe about God.  These attitudes or affec-
tions reveal what we believe God has done and continues to seek to do in us and among us and 
through us.   

And so, I want you to do something as evidence of your faith.  Vote on Tuesday, November 6. 
     
    L'Chaim (To Life), 

NOTES FROM THE CLERGY 

November 

Wholeness and Healing 
 

You are invited to attend our monthly Wholeness and Healing Service.  This service is held the first 
Sunday of the month at 5:00 in the evening.  This 45 minute service will be led by your pas-
tor and will include prayers both general and specific, scripture reading, singing, and silence.  
For those who may be so inclined, there will be opportunity for the laying on of hands.  Eve-
ryone interested is invited to attend the November 4 service. 
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Preaching Schedule for November 
 
November 4  24

th
 Sunday after Pentecost Preacher:  William M. Klein 

   Texts:  Mk. 12:28-34 & Ps. 146:5-10 Sermon: In Its Essentials 
 
November 11 25

th
 Sunday after Pentecost Preacher: Sarah L. Hill 

 
November 18 26

th
 Sunday after Pentecost Preacher: William M. Klein 

   Text:  Isaiah 12 Sermon: What Shapes You? 
 
November 25 Christ the King Sunday Preacher: William M. Klein 
   Texts:  1 Corinthians 11:23-29 Sermon: Tasting God’s Goodness 

WORSHIP NEWS 

On Sunday, November 11th from 2:00—4:30pm, the congregation of Lexington Presby-
terian Church will host a RISE AGAINST HUNGER meal packing event in Dunlap Audito-
rium. We will come together to pack about 15,000 meal packages – enough to make 

90,000 individual meals. These events have real and visible impact not only those to whom the meals 
will be sent but to all those involved in packing each meal.   
The cost is $0.29 cents for each meal package. We will be splitting the cost of these meals between the 
youth committee, the outreach committee and Trinity United Methodist Church. If you would like to con-
tribute, you may make a check out to Lexington Presbyterian Church with the memo line designated to 
RISE AGAINST HUNGER.   
It will take 50 to 60 volunteers about 2 ½ hours to pack the meals—we need all hands on deck to make 
this work! You will not believe the energy & excitement involved in this day’s activities so don’t miss it! 

THANKSGIVING BRUNCH & COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING SERVICE 
Celebrate Thanksgiving with your church family on Sunday, November 18th.  Start  with 
Brunch (all your breakfast favorites!) after the 11:00am worship in Dunlap Auditorium ($6/
person; $16/family, children under 5 & campus students FREE!)  Come back that night for the 
Community Thanksgiving Service - 7:00PM at Trinity United Methodist Church.  

Join us for a time of worship, praise and thanksgiving!   

THANTASTIC THURSDAYS 
 

Our line up for November is exciting, if somewhat shortened, by the Thanksgiving holiday. We begin on 
November 1 (All Saints Day) with a saint of our own, Skip Hess. He will entertain us with the  
width and breadth (get it?) of the newly instituted Culinary Ministries program. He might even share 
some cooking tips! Don’t miss this. Menu of Comfort Food: meatloaf, mashed potatoes, green beans, 
salad and homemade desserts with fudge sauce.  
Then on November 8th , we are so fortunate that the W&L acapella singing group, General Admission, 
will perform for us after dinner. This is a co-ed group that sings various styles of music. Don’t miss this 
either!  Menu of favorite casseroles: Asian Salad, chicken broccoli casserole, corn pudding casserole, 
green bean casserole, potato casserole, strawberry-pretzel dessert salad & 
pineapple pecan cake.  
We will take a Thanksgiving break from Thantastic Thursdays on Nov. 15 & 22.   
We will resume on November 29 with an Advent program with Neely Young and 
Sarah Hill. Menu is Breakfast for Dinner.   
The price as always is $6 per person and $16 per family. Remember to sign up! 

VMI BRASS TO PLAY IN WORSHIP ON NOVEMBER 11  
The Virginia Military Institute Brass Ensemble, under the direction of Col. John Brodie, 
will play as part of our 11 a.m. worship service on Sunday, November 11.  Come be a 
part of that bright service. 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION & OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Faith Village 
The teachers for the fall semester are Vicki Sessions and Poppy Orendorf. In October they encoun-
tered Jonah and the Big Fish with storytelling, puppets, card games, video and drawing lots. For No-
vember the story will be Daniel and the Lion’s Den. These two teachers bring a wealth of experience 
teaching young children. We encourage parents with elementary aged children, kindergarten through 
5th grade to bring your children to this class. 

Pre-school Class 
We have four teachers in place to teach our youngest class. The teachers are Betsy Woody, Lisa 
Keesee, Nancy Bidlack, and Cathy Grace. We follow the Beginners’ Bible curriculum which includes a 
10-minute video of the story of the day. After the video the teachers expand on the story with games, 
coloring, clay molding, and storytelling. There are plenty of empty chairs at the table, so please bring 
your children to this well-staffed, fun and exciting beginning of learning the biblical story. This is so im-
portant to the foundation of faith formation. See Sarah Hill or Gaye Johnson (chair of Children’s sub-
committee).  

 
Thank you for giving to the Peace and Global Witness Offering!  The 
total offering was $1,158.55. Our Peace and Global Witness Offering 
enables the church to promote the peace of Christ by addressing 
systems of injustice in our own communities and across the world 

Thank you for your contributions to this worthy cause! 
*** 

The Halestone Foundation is thankful for the generous gift from the Brittigan Endowment Fund to 
provide dance scholarships for some of our dancers. The generous contribution is what allows 
Halestone Dance Studio to offer dance to anybody and everybody! Thank you helping us to be a 
community in motion! 

*** 
Thank you from Massanetta Springs for a gift of $100 
Thank you from Union Presbyterian Seminary for a gift of $150 for the Annual Operating Fund. 

Congratulations to Jonathan & Katie Tarris. Olivia Tarris was born on October 11th, 2018 
 
Congratulations to Ruth & Flash Floyd, proud grandparents, and Jamie & Jill Floyd, par-
ents of a new grandson.  Benjamin Ezra Floyd was born on October 17th, 2018.  

Our sympathy to friends and family of Hank Sharp 
Our sympathy to friends and family of Rader Dod 
Our sympathy to Doug Caldwell on the death of his father 
Our sympathy to Carol Bryan on the death of her mother 
Our sympathy to Poppy Orendorf on the death of her mother 

Looking for work?  Join us as an Administrative Assistant 
   

- The Administrative Assistant shall serve as the staff person responsible for the 
support work required for the regular operation of the church. Must be computer lit-
erate, demonstrate flexibility, balance conflicting priorities in order to manage work-
flow, ensure the completion of essential projects and display proficiency using con-
temporary equipment. Must possess high-quality communication skills. 
- Minimum two year’s college or business training, and should possess administra-
tive work experience. There will be a background check. 
- The salary and benefits are commensurate with experience.   
-  Position may be full or part-time. 
 
 
- Apply by sending a resume and cover letter to Buddy Bryan, Chairman, Personnel Commit-
tee, Lexington Presbyterian Church, 120 Main Street, Lexington, Virginia 24450.   



4 

PREPARE FOR CHRISTMAS! 

If you’d like to order a holiday wreath to be placed in the church, please contact Kimberly 
in the church office at 463-3873.  We need 10 small wreaths at $25/each and 4 large 
wreaths at $30/each. All orders will be placed on a first come first serve basis no later 
than November 15th.  Christmas Wreaths will go up on Friday, November 23rd. 
 
Orders for poinsettias ($12 each) will be taken on a first come, first served ba-

sis until Friday, December 6th (late orders cannot be accepted).  Please call the church office 
to order (or email kkennedy@lexpres.org) and give dedication information for the bulletin.  
Decorations will remain in place until the first Sunday in January.  

 
Community Candlelight Processional and Tree Lighting will be on 
Friday, November 23rd at 5:30PM forming at the Main Street entrance to the Stone-
wall Jackson Cemetery and processing to Hopkins Green for carols and tree lighting. 
 

********************************************************************************************* 
From the Director of Music: SING/RING FOR CHRISTMAS!  
Many people tell us that our Advent/Christmas music is your favorite – something 
they look forward to all year long.  If you are one of these true lovers of Christmas 
music, why don’t you ACT on your enthusiasm and join one of our choirs for Christ-
mas?! As November begins, we start to devote most of our choir preparation time 
to music for Lessons and Carols (this year on Sunday, December 16th) and Christ-
mas Eve (still on December 24th!).  If you’ve been thinking [or even if you haven’t, 
but maybe kind of should have been] about singing or ringing as part of your 
church life, NOW is the perfect time to join us for some of the most fun and uplifting 
music-making of the year.  Beat back the ‘darkness blues’ of the end-of-the-year 
shortening days and light up your November and December with music of the sea-
son.  We welcome young and old to our singing fellowship:  

Youth Choir – Sundays at 9:15 in Room WF6 
Adult Choir - Thursdays at 7:30 in Westfel 
Handbell Choir – Sundays at 7:00 in WF2  

Or contact me (wmccorkle@lexpres.org) or Mayumi mayumi_smitka@yahoo.com 
We hope to see/hear you in our midst ! - William McCorkle 

RAFIKI REPORT 
Thanks to the generosity of this church and to the people who sponsor individual students by God’s 

grace, lives are being changed in Africa through the Rafiki program.  Here is just one of 
their stories: Martin was abandoned in 2002 when he was two years-old.  A stranger took 
Martin to the police, who placed Martin in a babies’ home where he received minimal care.  
Martin arrived at the Rafiki Village Uganda in Feb. 2004 and quickly began to thrive in his 
new surroundings.  Now, Martin’s favorite school subject is science.  He enjoys biology 
and chemistry, and particularly loves spending time in the science lab working on experi-

ments.  He was part of a team that memorized and recited Rudyard Kipling’s “If” at the end of term reci-
tation.  Martin will begin his senior year this January and plans to go on to university.  His favorite hymn 
is Be Thou My Vision.  Martin chose John 13:33 as his favorite Bible verse because it “tells me Jesus is 
still with us.” Martin reads widely and excels in English and literature.  
Prayer Requests: 
 That all students will be faithful to have daily quiet time in God’s Word.  That they may stand firm 

when confronted wit the world’s values and behaviors as they integrate into society 
 That students will seek God’s wisdom in making life-changing decisions 

 That those who have enjoyed God’s blessings of prosperity will want to financially support the edu-
cation of students wanting to go to university or trade school.  

For further information, please see www.rafikifoundation.org 
 

September Offerings: Koinonia—$47.00; Bible History—$8.00; Total—$55.00 
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Volunteers for November 12th:  We’ll only need volunteers to help setup in the afternoon (1:00pm) and 
cleanup at the end of the dinner (7:30—8:30pm). Sign up on the sheet in Murray Hall, or call Lori Inman 
at 615-585-4828 or email: LLWJPI@HOTMAIL.COM. 
 
Desserts:-November 26th: Calling all bakers. November 26 is Lexington Presbyterians day to pro-

vide desserts for The Community Table. For November we are preparing pumpkin pies. If you are able to prepare 
one or two, please contact Mary Beth Baker (mbbaker35@yahoo.com or 463-9563).   
Desserts maybe left in Brady Chapel kitchenette by noon on Monday or delivered directly to The Community Table 
(350 Spotswood Drive) between 2 and 5:30pm. We prepare desserts for 170 people so we need lots of bakers. 

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE 

RARA Food Pantry  Food 
of the Month (November):   

Canned Fruit Lo Sugar 
 

Please leave the food in boxes in the  
front hallway outside of the church 

office. 

Al Anon Meetings 
Family recovery is a process of healing 
and growth for family members affected by 
someone’s drinking.  This process helps 
these individuals make healthier life choic-
es and develop relationships that are more 
positive and supportive.  Al Anon meets: 

 Saturdays:  11:15AM (open) at RE 
Lee Episcopal Church. 

 Call 1-888-425-2666 for more information con-
cerning Al Anon.  All meetings are non-
smoking meetings.   

Alcoholics Anonymous Meetings 
Alcoholics Anonymous a life-giving tool for folks 
seeking to manage alcohol addiction.    
AA meets at RE Lee Episcopal Church: 
 Mondays: 7:30 AM            
 Tuesdays: 6:30PM (beginners);  
      8:00 PM (  meeting) 
 Wednesdays: noon (open meeting)  
 Thursdays:  7:30 AM 
 Fridays:  8:00 PM (open meeting) 
 Saturdays: 10:00AM(open meeting) 
 Saturdays and Sundays-hospital at 8:00 
PM (open meetings) 
 
All meetings are non-smoking meetings.  
Call 463-3411 for more information. 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
We are grateful to all those who have given of themselves to contribute, but might I ask if those of you that have left 
a shawl at the table—if it is still there, please put your name on it.  It’s nice to know where all this 
beautiful work comes from and those who receive it are grateful as well.  
For those making shawls, please be aware there is yarn available in the cabinet.  However, we all 
have our own favorite brand of yarn.  Please take note that yarn should be washable and non-wool.  
Our treasury will be open to pay for yarn that you purchase to make these shawls.  Just submit a re-
ceipt to be reimbursed.  We appreciate and thank you for your efforts.  
   - Betty Dahl, Phone: 463-2347 

HELPING HANDS 
Helping Hands is still doing wonderful service for the community.  They are especially grateful for scraps 
of lightweight cotton in fun patterns for children’s stuffed animals. These are delivered to the Hospital Lab, 
ER, Urgent Care, Project Horizon, and the Sheriff.  Baby hats, light weight yarn, and cotton for stuffed ani-
mals can be left on the table going back to Dunlap. Call Ellen Smith with any questions at 464-5141. 

Volunteers Needed!  Walk a Mile in my Shoes—Or not—Mission work right here in Lexington  
Have you ever wondered what it would be like to be paralyzed?   Me neither!  No one wants to speculate on such 
a disability.  But Joan Manley has lived with this reality for almost 40 years after being hit by a drunk driver.    
Amazingly,  Joan has been able to live semi-independently, in her own home on in Lexington, through personal 
will power and the kindness of strangers. Joan depends on a cadre of volunteers and paid workers to help her get 
dressed, get out of bed, and into her motorized wheelchair each day.  Once up, she can feed herself prepared 
food, use a computer, and even go out for “adventures” around Lexington on her own.  In other words, she can 
have a life.   
Since her “old” caretakers have retired, she is having trouble getting enough help.  She still hires paid helpers 
when she can find them. (She has to constantly replace people who find higher paying jobs.) She also could use 
“volunteers” who could come and fill in when no one else is available.  There are times, especially Sunday morn-
ing and weekend evenings when she can't get anyone.   
This is work that can be done by anyone who IS up and on their feet.  When Joan and I work together it takes 
about an hour and a half to get her up and dressed.  Handier people than myself can do it in one hour.  Then I go 
off to church and Joan has the morning to praise God for another good day.    
Seriously, Joan's life and independence depend on her getting reliable help.  If you have any time to help out as a 
volunteer, or you know someone who needs a part time job with flexible hours, please call Margie Page 463-9606 
or margie_page@hotmail.com for more information.   

On Sunday, January 
6, 2019, The Cam-
pus Ministry Sub-
committee will hold 
its second-annual 
brunch for LPC stu-

dents returning to colleges and 
universities and for our high 
school seniors scheduled to 
graduate in May 2019.  All of 
these students and their parents 
and families are invited. Look for 
more information and invitations 
as we approach late November 
and early .  
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Congregational Information:   
1)  Deaths: Hank Sharp—non-member 
2)   The Lord’s Supper was served on October 7.  The next 
service will be November 25  
3)  Current Membership: 520  

SESSIONAL COMMITTEES 
Christian Education 
Children’s Subcommittee: 
Enrichment for children needs more teachers.  Can you give 
20 minutes to the church every 3 months?  Sign up now.  
Many infants in nursery.  Well staffed for Sunday, Parent’s 
Time Out, and Young Adult House Church. 
Teachers:  Nancy Bidlack, Cathy Grace, Lisa Keesee, and 
Betsy Woody are team teaching the pre-school class. 
Vicki Sessions & Poppy Orendorf are teaching Faith Village. 
Youth Subcommittee:   
Susan LeMert is teaching the Youth Group Sunday School. 
They are asking and discussing faith questions posed by 
members of our congregation.  
Youth Group began 9/16.  We are emphasizing the im-
portance of our time at table; using that time to look at pas-
sages from the Gospel of John and posing the question, 
“What does this text say about who Jesus is?” 
Campus Ministry Subcommittee 
Bumper crop of Rats attending church and wanting a host 
family. Host family organization being handled by Pat Wiese. 
12-15 Rats attending Coffee Hour and Sunday Brunch. 
W&L students regularly attending Sunday worship.  
Adult Education Subcommittee  
Six offerings in Adult Christian Education this year. 
Approved by common consent these teachers: Nancy Bidlack, 
Cathy Grace, Lisa Keesee, Vicki Sessions, & Poppy Orendorf. 
Finance 
Pledge letter & supporting budget info will be ready to mail 
this week.  October 21 will be Pledge Sunday and the brunch 
already scheduled for that day will be a celebration of giving. 
Finance will be putting together an audit team to review the 
financial procedures and such.  
Outreach 
Considering a gift to Rockbridge Area Health Center. 
Rise Against Hunger – Nov. 11 – will engage youth from LPC 
and Trinity United Methodist. 
$1000 to Casa Mariposa, Phoenix, AZ 
Cider & hot chocolate to be provided for Candlelight proces-
sion – Nov. 23—as well as the Christmas Parade evening. 
Zambia gift – reaching out to other supporting churches 
Support for Mission Next Door 
Personnel 
Administrative Assistant---Kimberly Kennedy is considering 
working for the church part time after she leaves the full-time 
position. Looking to add one other person to the office staff. 
Property 
For Information:  
Charles Lauck is working on the light to be installed in the 
alley outside the basement doors. 
Will seek an estimate to have the doors in Murray Hall re-
framed, new closers installed with electronic, programmable, 
keyless system.  Mac will contact John Welsh next week. 
Classrooms across from Dunlap.  Mike Stickler will contact 
Chance at Rockbridge Environmental to find out the source of 

the smells in these rooms.  The upholstered furniture from 
these rooms has been removed.  
The a/c – heat unit in Sarah’s office needs to be replaced.  
Skip will obtain estimates from Donald’s Electric, Rockbridge 
Farmer’s Coop, and Ed Hostetter Heating & Air Conditioning. 
Billy Newcomer replaced another toilet in the lady’s restroom 
that had cracked and was leaking. 
Donald’s Electric repaired the a/c unit in the main kitchen. 
Larry Chittum replaced and painted the rotted boards on the 
front of the sanctuary, installed castors on the pulpit and in-
creased the size of the trap door in the pulpit floor. 
Heating season is almost here.  Skip will check with Valley 
Boiler to make sure that the boilers are ready for the first cold 
morning.   

FINANCE COMMITTEE MAJOR REPORT 
Membership: Rae Carpenter, David Dugan, Mac Felts, 
Jerry Jackson, John Jensen, Hardin Marion, Bob Moreschi 
(ex officio), Tom Shupe, Mary Ellena Ward (Chair) 
Duties 
NOMINATE annually to Session members of the congregation 
to assist the committee in carrying out its responsibilities: 
church Treasurer and Financial Secretary. Cindy Irby contin-
ues to serve as Financial Secretary. Bob Moreschi continues 
to serve as Treasurer. Bob James is helping out with mid-
week check deposits; OVERSEE the receiving, accounting 
procedures, and investing of all funds of the church; 
ESTABLISH all internal accounting and administrative con-
trols; EVALUATE their effectiveness periodically. Cindy Irby 
has pointed out that the chart of accounts, which was defined 
some years ago, needs improvement. This will be evaluated 
as we migrate to the new Realm accounting package;  
CHOOSE investment advisors and depositories, SELECT an 
appropriate mix of investments, and periodically REPORT 
results of investing, financing, and operating activities to Ses-
sion. All the endowments funds except for the Moses endow-
ment are invested in the Vanguard Total Stock Market Index 
Fund (VTSAX). Moses is invested in the Vanguard Dividend 
Growth Fund (VDIGX), which is focused specifically on divi-
dend-focused companies; DETERMINE when borrowing 
funds is necessary and arrange for loans (pending congrega-
tional approval); ASSURE compliance with applicable tax stat-
utes and regulations; DETERMINE annual funds available 
from investments for expenditure from service accounts and 
notify the appropriate committees. For 2019 we decided to 
use a 7% payout. ARRANGE and REVIEW the annual report 
of an audit committee. We are in the process of forming an 
audit committee. Volunteers? OBTAIN insurance of appropri-
ate type and amount on church property and equipment; 
PROVIDE the Administrative Council with materials and as-
sistance necessary to craft the annual proposed budget. The 
proposed 2019 asking budget has been approved by Session 
and the summary and pledge letter is being mailed to the con-
gregation this week. SELECT a Count Team and define its 
duties in counting, depositing, and reporting plate contribu-
tions during worship. David Dugan is the coordinator for the 
team. Members are: Courtney Baker (lead), David Dugan 
(lead), Jane Ellington, Mac Felts, David Hawkins (lead), Joan 
Klussmann, Jack Page (lead), Emily Reel, Elizabeth 
Schwartz, Wendell Smith, Mary Ellena Ward (lead), Jessica 
Willett and Will Woody. 

 
The Session “At Work”- October 3, 2017 

 

For the complete Financial Committee Major Report and Session Minutes, please look online. 
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