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 In one of her poems Mary Oliver writes, “Look, the trees are turning their own bodies into pil-

lars of light…”  Come mid-October in these parts we see what she means.  And each year I want 

time to slow.  I want the beauty of those pillars of light to last a little longer…just a little longer.  But 

the chill in the air lets me know the beautiful leaves will soon cover the ground and that they in turn 

will be buried beneath ice and snow.  No matter how old I get I think I would prefer that what Omar 

Khyyam wrote were not always so: “The moving finger writes; and, having writ, moves on…”   

 But then my life is informed by a voice behind and beyond and above the fleeting autumn 

leaves…and more importantly, behind and beyond and above those people so dear whose earthly 

life is o’er.  Sometimes that voice is heard as whisper.  Sometimes it is clearer.  Faintly or more dis-

tinctly the voice invites me to look forward with confidence to God’s redemption begun in and through 

Christ…a redemption I can trust because, with the Holy Spirit's presence, I already hear what I take 

to be God saying to me and to you and to autumn leaves, “I love you…you are mine.” 

     

    L'Chaim (To Life),                             

NOTES FROM THE CLERGY 

October 

You are invited to attend our monthly Wholeness and Healing Service.  This service is held the 
first Sunday of the month at 5:00 in the evening.  This 45 minute service will be led by your pastor 
and will include prayers both general and specific, scripture reading, singing, and silence.  For 
those who may be so inclined, there will be opportunity for the laying on of hands.  
Everyone interested is invited to attend the October 7 service. 

Preaching Schedule for October 
 
October 7  Worldwide Communion Sunday Preacher:  William M. Klein 
   Texts:  Acts 1:12-14 & 1 Thess. 5:16-24 Sermon: Daily Worship 
 
October 14  21

st
 Sunday after Pentecost Preacher: William M. Klein 

   Texts:  Daniel 3:1-18 Sermon: Come What May 
 
October 21  22

nd
 Sunday after Pentecost Preacher: William M. Klein 

   Texts:  Mk. 10:35-45 & Job 38:1-7          Sermon: What Were They Thinking? 
 
October 28  23

rd
 Sunday after Pentecost Preacher: William M. Klein 

   Texts:  Mk. 10:46-52 & 1 Cor. 1:18-31  Sermon: What Bartimaeus Saw  

THANK YOU 
 
Many thanks to Cleve Hickman.  He’s done it again…this time walnut fashioning 
book cases for Brady Chapel.  These beautiful book cases match the chapel pulpit 
and communion table he made several years ago.  They will house the early wor-
ship notebooks and the purple hymnals.  Thank you so much, Cleve, for sharing 
this gift with us. 
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Community Events 

Volunteers on October 8th: NEW OPENING AT COMMUNITY 
TABLE:  In addition to the normal serving and cleanup crew, we 
now have an opening for a setup task. Our church is responsible 

for supplying the volunteers to setup (early afternoon), serve (5:30-7:30pm), and clean up (7:30-8:30pm).  
Sign up on the sheet in Murray Hall, or call Lori Inman at 615-585-4828 or email: 
LLWJPI@HOTMAIL.COM.  
Desserts: October 22nd: Calling all bakers. October 22 is Lexington Presbyterian ’s day to provide 
desserts for The Community Table. For October we are preparing s’mores bars. If you are able to pre-
pare one or two, please contact Mary Beth Baker (mbbaker35@yahoo.com or 463-9563). Desserts may 
be left in Brady Chapel kitchenette by noon on Monday or delivered directly to The Community Table 
(350 Spotswood Drive) between 2 and 5:30pm. We prepare desserts for 170 people so we need lots of 
bakers. 

Your Contributions Help our Community, Nation, and World! 
 
Thank you from Rockbridge Area Health Center for our gift of $2,000. 
Thank you from Rockbridge Area Relief Association for our gift of $2,000. 
Thank you from Rockbridge Area Relief Association for our gift of $1,000 from the Brittigan 
Fund. 
3 thank you notes from Massanetta Springs for our gifts of $100x3 ($300 total). 
Thank you from Amanda Plogger and family for our contributions to building their Habitat 
house. 
Thank you from Mallory Keeley for her education scholarship. 
2 thank you notes from Union Presbyterian Seminary for our support of $250x2 ($500 total). 
2 thank you notes from Presbyterian Mission Special Offerings for 2 gifts from One Great Hour of Shar-
ing:  $2,390 and $500 ($2,890 total) 

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS! 
 
The Rockbridge Area Ministerial Association will once again offer a Blessing of the 

Animals event at Jordan’s Point Park at 3:00 pm on Sunday, October 7. You may 

bring your animals to be blessed, come to remember past pets or just come to be 

part of the blessing that animals bring to humans.  

CONCERT AT LPC ON OCTOBER 30 
 
Soprano Anne Wick and pianist William McCorkle will present a concert of songs enti-
tled DOUBLE TROUBLE: SONGS OF MAGIC AND MYSTERY, on Tuesday, October 
30 at 7:00 p.m. in the Lexington Presbyterian Church sanctuary.  The program, just in 
time for Halloween, will offer songs ranging from opera to art song to music theatre to 
movies.    
 
Anne Wick is known up and down the valley for her singing in recital, oratorio, and mu-

sic theatre.  She is on the voice faculty of Mary Baldwin University and James Madison University.  Her 
expressive singing is not to be missed. William McCorkle feels he is ‘in his element’ when he is accompa-
nying good singing.  Make plans now to experience some magic and mystery on October 30.   

STARTING THE CONVERSATION—October 19-20th at Massanetta Springs 
Seminar to help us prepare ourselves and family members to face major life decisions surrounding the 

aging process, serious illness, and end-of-life care. It will provide tools and re-
sources to empower participants as they explore their faith and show how to have 
these important and often difficult conversations with family and friends to ensure 
the best possible outcomes.  See Sarah for more details.  
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CHURCH EVENTS 

THANTASTIC THURSDAYS ARE BACK!! 
 

 Thantastic Thursdays are back in full swing during the month of October.  We’ll have four pro-
grams, each of the four Thursdays in October.  Here is the lineup of programs for October:  
· On Oct. 4th, Come out and enjoy an Italian Night menu — your favorite Italian cuisine with homemade 
garlic bread and salad bar – homemade desserts, of course.  Our first program of the season will be Sa-
rah providing a talk on “What I Did on My Sabbatical”. Plan for plenty of pictures and storytelling.   
· On Oct. 11th, our menu will be Comfort Food – Mini Meatloaves with red mashed potatoes, country 
green beans, salad bar and homemade desserts with fudge sauce! For our program, we’ll hear from Tom 
Jones on the Meals for Shut-ins program.  He’ll explain how this program works—who it serves, how 
many, and how often.   
· Oct. 18th brings us to a church favorite— OktoberFest. Cindy Irby and Skip Hess will join forces to 
bring you all the Bavarian favorites including Sauerbraten, Spätzle, red cabbage and Skip’s famous Black 
Forest Cake.  
· The next October “eating event” will be on Oct. 21st with a Brunch after the 11 am service. Invite a 
friend, or bring a college student (they eat free!).  
· We will wind up our October events on Oct. 25th with a menu of BBQ Chicken with baked potato bar, 
succotash, salad bar, skillet cornbread and ice cream dessert bar. For 
the program, Skip Hess, Director of Culinary Ministries, will be discussing 
how this ministry was created, and how it has grown.  You won’t want to 
miss hearing all the good things this ministry is doing, both for our church 
and our local community! 
 Dinner begins at 5:45 with the program beginning at 6:30. Parents 

who would like child care should make arrangements with Sarah Hill by 

Wednesday. The price remains at $6 per person with a maximum of $16 

per family. Sign up in the book located outside the church office. 

Thursday Bible study and prayer: Every Thursday at 5:00 in Brady Chapel you have an opportunity 

to be part of a half-hour time of Bible study and prayer.  It is a mid-week opportunity to be re-

grounded in the grace of our Christ through the words of scripture and prayers for one anoth-

er.  Make plans to include this weekly time of devotion before heading home after work. 

CHURCH PICNIC 
Church Picnic Oct 7th 1-3:30pm at Lake Robertson – Enjoy and afternoon of fun with 
your church family!  Three legged race, sack race and bring your best pie to enter it into 
our pie baking contest.  Bring a covered dish to share:  Last names between A-M – 
bring dessert; N-Z – bring Sides/Salads.  Sign up in Murray Hall or email ad-
min@lexpres.org.  *Wear your picnic attire to church that day!* 
 
Directions from the church: go south on Route 11, turn right on Thornhill Road (toward 
Collierstown) and follow the signs to Lake Robertson.   

HOUSE CHURCH 2018 - 2019  
We are now signing up House Church groups.  House Church is a small casual gath-
ering of church members to share a pot luck meal and get to know each other bet-
ter.   We meet in members homes once a month (day decided by each group) and 
after dinner participate in a group disscussion on assorted subjects as provided by 
Bill Klein or suggested by the group.  Please,  sign up on the sheets on the table at 
the Murray Hall entrance as soon as possible. House Church will begin in October.  



4 

A CULINARY MINISTRIES MVP! 
 
Meet Carolyn Wor-
rell.  Carolyn is the 
backbone of our Cul-
inary Ministry Deliv-
ery Team!  After 
each meal event in 
Dunlap, Carolyn co-
ordinates the distri-
bution of between 15 
to 20 meals.  This 
includes preparing 
the plates and deliv-
ering them!  Thank 
you Carolyn, for your 
dedication and ser-
vice to the Culinary 
Ministry Team! 

CULLINARY MINISTRIES—ALL IN A DAY’S WORK  
 
Not the 40 loaves but very close.  Thanks to Rich Has-
tings for his help in preparing thirty-two loaves of bread 
for our freezer stocking!  Please remember that we 
have our homemade bread in the chest freezer in the 
main kitchen.  Take a loaf of bread when visiting a new 
friend, someone feeling under the weather, someone 
recovering from surgery, newborn parents, well you get 
the point. 
 
The freezer is stocked with meals and desserts.  In or-
der to make this ministry a success, we need your par-
ticipation.  There is a sign-up sheet on the freezer.  
Please list what you are taking and who you are taking 
it to so we can keep up our inventory. 
 
Skip Hess, Director of Culinary Ministry 

Rise Against Hunger (formerly Stop Hunger Now) 
There will be a meal packing event (like we had last November) in Dunlap Auditorium on 

November 11 at 2 pm. Last year we packed over 18,000 meals in less than two hours. But 

we had many hands!  LexPres hosts this event but we invite all the Presbyterian churches 

in Rockbridge County to join in. It is a great day – don’t miss it! 

CULINARY MINISTRIES 

DON’T MISS Skip’s discussion about the 
Culinary Ministries’ mission and activities—
happening at Thantastic Thursday on Octo-
ber 25th—see page 3 for more info.  
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OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
Ladies and Gents—what a pleasure it is to have a sufficient supply of shawls available 
when needed.  One can’t thank you enough for the hours you have spent to accomplish 
this.  We are all meeting again for the ministry on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each 
month, 9:30—11:00am in the church library (room 111).  We’d love to see you join us! 

RARA Food Pantry  
Food of the Month 

(October):    
Whole Grain Cereal 

 
Please leave the food in boxes in 
the  front hallway outside of the 

church office. 

Al Anon Meetings 
Family recovery is a process of healing 
and growth for family members affected 
by someone’s drinking.  This process 
helps these individuals make healthier 
life choices and develop relationships 
that are more positive and support-
ive.  Al Anon meets: 

 Saturdays:  11:15AM (open) at RE 
Lee Episcopal Church. 

 Call 1-888-425-2666 for more infor-
mation concerning Al Anon.  All 
meetings are non-smoking meet-
ings.   

Alcoholics Anonymous Meetings 
Alcoholics Anonymous has proven to be a 
life-giving tool to many folks seeking to 
manage alcohol addiction.   AA meets at 
RE Lee Episcopal Church: 
Mondays:  7:30 AM            
Tuesdays:  6:30 PM (beginners meeting); 
8:00 PM (open meeting) 
Wednesdays: noon (open meeting)  
Thursdays:  7:30 AM 
Fridays:       8:00 PM (open meeting) 
Saturdays:  10:00 AM (open meeting) 
Saturdays and Sundays at the hospital at 
8:00 PM (open meetings) 
Meetings are non-smoking meetings. Call 
463-3411 for details. 

A reminder to any of you who would like to assist with Sunday morning worship leadership.  You will 
find a sign-up sheet in Kimberly Kennedy's office.  Simply write your name on the space for the Sun-
day you would be available and Bill Klein or Sarah Hill will be in touch with you the preceding week. 

Volunteer to be an usher for Sunday morning services!  There are four ushering 
teams which means you are only "on duty" three months each year.  Please give 
some thought to serving the church in this way.  Contact Chuck Skoog: 
cgs347@yahoo.com or 348-1160 to volunteer. 

MAKE A DIFFERENCT IN THE LIVES OF AFRICAN WIDOWS—THE ANNUAL RAFIKI SALE 
Saturday, October 27th—10:00am—1:00pm at Grace Presbyterian Church, 40 Village Way 
 
The mission of the Rafiki Foundation is to help Africans know God and help them raise their stand-
ard of living.  The goal of the Widows Program is to provide African widows and other impoverished 

women of the church a means of employment through the making of handcrafts.  
 
To support the widows in their efforts to care for their families, Rafiki has collabo-
rated with African Partner Denomination churches to provide the women with eco-
nomic opportunities.  For over three decades Rafiki has been given the privilege of 
helping thousands of marginalized women learn skill trades, gain employment, 
support their families and, above all, know God better through his Word.  The wom-
en usually meet in churches to work and regularly study the Bible.  
 
Items to be offered for sale include jewelry, baskets, bags, clothes, and crafts—all 
hand made by the widows.  Items may also be purchased through the Rafiki Ex-

change at https://store.rafikifoundation.org/.  

HELPING HANDS  
Helping Hands is still doing wonderful service for the community.  They are especially 
grateful for scraps of lightweight cotton in fun patterns for children’s stuffed animals. These 
are delivered to the Hospital Lab, ER, Urgent Care, Project Horizon, and the Sheriff.  Baby 
hats, light weight yarn, and cotton for stuffed animals can be left on the table going back to 
Dunlap. Call Ellen Smith with any questions at 464-5141. 



6 

Congregational Information:   
Baptisms: Carter Nicely Ruffner 8/26/18 (born 3/11/18); 
Elizabeth Anne Handy 9/2/18 (born 9/4/17) 
Deaths: Boots Jones (6/9/18), Frank Epperly Correll 
(6/22/18), and William Dawson (7/20/18) 
New Members:  Received a group 7/15/18 (Katie Cloeter-
Tarris, Chris & Jen Handy, Colin & Jess Reid, Kathy Ma-
be).  
Current Membership:  520 (3 deaths, 6 transfers in and 1 
out)  

SESSIONAL COMMITTEES 
Christian Education 
Children’s Subcommittee:Enrichment for children during 
the second half of worship will resume on September 2.  
All Nursery, Toddler and Faith Village activities will resume 
on Sept. 16. 
Youth Subcommittee: The newly formed Youth Council 
met on Sunday 8/26. The Youth Council members are:  
Lily Moreschi, Robert Schwartz, Danny Carter, Ellie Baker, 
Grace Fure, Jan Hathorn, Megan Hobbs, Andy Coffey, and 
John Turnbull. We have planned a Fall Youth Retreat, Oct. 
26-28 at Massanetta. We are working on planning a Spring 
Break trip for our High School students to Ghost Ranch in 
Abiqui, NM. 
We are also working on planning some lock-ins for our 
church specifically, and partnering with other churches in 
town. 
We evaluated our relationship with our Rafiki student, 
Metsy, and decided to devote one Youth Group a month 
for communication with her. Our first youth group of the 
year is September 16 from 5:30-7 
Campus Ministry Subcommittee: We participated in both 
VMI and W&L Matriculation Days. On Rat Sunday we host-
ed 18 Rats giving them cell phones to call home and of 
course a delicious brunch. In process of finding host fami-
lies for the new students.  
Adult Education Subcommittee: Six offerings in Adult 
Christian Education this year. Pick up a brochure in Murray 
Hall. Congregational Life 
Culinary Ministry Team:  
1) June 3 – Summer kick off breakfast - ~ 70 attended 
2) June 17 – Father’s Day lunch - ~ 70 attended 
3) July 1 – brunch - ~ 70 attended 
4) July 18 – Church Family game night   ~ 30 attended. 
5) Aug 5 – Summer Salad potluck - ~ 60 attended. 
6) Aug 19 – Hopkins Green potluck.  ~ 125 attended. 
7) Aug 26 – Campus Ministry Sunday – Campus Ministry 
chair Liz Ramsey and Culinary Ministry Director, Skip 
Hess, teamed to welcome 18 VMI Rats and serve them 
breakfast. 
In addition to the meal events, Culinary Ministry Director, 
Skip Hess, assisted with memorial receptions and VBS. 
Reminder:  Skip Hess has placed prepared meals, des-
serts, and bread in the chest freezer for church members 
to deliver to friends and family.  Please remember to com-
plete the check-out form in the kitchen. 
Memorial Reception Team:  
1) June 13 – Boots Jones reception 
2) June 25 – Frank Correll reception - ~ 200 attended 

3) Aug 18 – Bill Dawson reception 
Caring Friends Team: 
1) Leslie Bovay organized meals for a month for the Daw-
son family. 
2) Carolyn Worrell delivered meals to approximately 6 
homes following many of the summer church meal events. 
Upcoming events 
1) Thantastic Thursday start date – Thursday, Oct 4 
2) Brunch – Sunday, Oct 21 Financial Management 
Financial Management 
Review 2019 proposed budget (calls for pledges to in-
crease by 9-12%; salaries would increase by 3%) 
Approved by common consent the 2019 proposal as a pro-
posed budget 
Outreach 
Achieved the $30K contribution goal for the kick-off toward 
the clinic campaign in Zambia. 
Considering an additional contribution to the Rockbridge 
Area Health Center toward their capital campaign for the 
new construction. 
Property 
1. Disposal in main kitchen developed a fracture in its cas-
ing and had to be replaced. 2. Air conditioner in Sarah’s 
office continues to leak.  Will replace unit. 3. A toilet in the 
Main St. ladies room has developed a crack and is leaking.  
Bill Newcomer will address problem. 4. An outside area 
above the steps at the front of the sanctuary had some 
rotting boards.  Larry Chittum replaced and painted. 5. 
Sanctuary pulpit is frequently moved for concerts, etc.  
Moving is cumbersome.  Larry Chittum installed wheels 
(invisible) under pulpit.  Moves with greater ease. 6. Sanc-
tuary air conditioning system developed a blockage which 
resulted in a backup of water dripping down onto the 
sound system console and soaking the carpet and floor.  
Luckily, Donald’s Heating and AC came immediately and 
fixed problem.  Apparently, no damage to console or 
sound board. 7. Mike Strickler is investigating a proposal 
from VA Power where they would replace all our existing 
light bulbs with energy saving LED bulbs.  Seems we 
would incur no cost to the church. 8. The condensation 
pump on the kitchen AC system stopped working.  Don-
ald’s Heating and AC designed a remedy. 9.Mac and 
Becky Felts have done a great job with the flowers in the 
Randolph St. beds.  Zinnias have grown to 4-5 feet tall. 10. 
Skip had a walk thru with Ricardo Haston (our security per-
son) to address his concerns about securing the building 
so he would feel comfortable locking up at night.  Several 
ideas came out of the walk thru.  Will install a dusk to dawn 
light in the Main St. alley at the double doors to the base-
ment.  In addition, will obtain estimates for replacing the 
door closers (from the 1950s) with newer and stronger 
units.  The door frames for most of the entrances will have 
to be leveled so the door will close when people exit.  Cur-
rently most of the exterior doors must be closed firmly.  
Ricardo asked that we post signs on the exterior doors 
requesting that people close the doors firmly and not allow 
them to stand open.   
 

 
The Session “At Work”- September 4, 2018 
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