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1 Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous.  Praise befits the upright.  2 Praise the Lord with the 
lyre; make melody to him with the harp of ten strings.  3 Sing to him a new song; play 
skillfully on the strings, with loud shouts.  4 For the word of the Lord is upright, and all 
his work is done in faithfulness.  5 He loves righteousness and justice; the earth is full of 
the steadfast love of the Lord. 6 By the word of the Lord the heavens were made, and all 
their host by the breath of his mouth. 7 He gathered the waters of the sea as in a bottle; he 
put the deeps in storehouses.  8 Let all the earth fear the Lord; let all the inhabitants of the 
world stand in awe of him. 9 For he spoke, and it came to be; he commanded, and it stood 
firm. 10 The Lord brings the counsel of the nations to nothing; he frustrates the plans of the 
peoples. 11 The counsel of the Lord stands forever, the thoughts of his heart to all 
generations. 12 Happy is the nation whose God is the Lord, the people whom he has 
chosen as his heritage.  (Ps. 33:1-12 NRSV) 
 
16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed 
them. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 And Jesus came 
and said to them, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything that I have 
commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age."   (Mt. 
28:16-20 NRSV) 
 

1 
 A pastor went to the house of a poor woman with a contribution in hand from his 
church to help her pay her rent.  He knocked and knocked, but failed to get any response.  
Turns out the poor woman was home, and explained afterwards, "I heard the knocking, 
but thought it was the owner come to demand the rent." 
 Irony often plagues our enigmatic lives…and serves as a perfect illustration of our 
relationship to God.  We have all heard a knocking at our door…in fact, have been hearing 
it all our lives.  It stirs us at the very core of our being, and somewhere deep down we all 
have a pretty good idea where it comes from and what it means.  But what we understand 
in the recesses of our hearts we often sadly misunderstand with our heads.1 
 Our Lord, who stands at the door, has come with a gift, a precious gift, but we are 
so ready to think he has come for a payment.  The knock is a Savior's knock, but we are so 
ready to think it is a taskmaster's knock.  That is one of the great misunderstandings to 
which faith has been subject in every age.  We interpret the divine summons merely as a 
demand for obedient service, and so we try to ignore the knocking any way we can.  We 
reduce our faith to little more than a code of good conduct, an ideal to be striven for, and a 
law to be obeyed.2  The effect is to keep the full impact of the gospel from penetrating our 
inner core. 
 To be sure, God's law has a part to play in the Christian life, an important part.  But, 
according to Jesus, the law can be followed to the letter without making the slightest 
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impact upon our hearts.  The astonishing message Jesus announced was that life with God 
has more to do with grace than with obligation…more to do with gospel than with law.  
The gospel is not about rent owed…but about rent paid.3 
 Writer Rob Bell tells the following story that illustrates this point.  He says… 
 

I was having breakfast with my dad and my younger son at the Real Food Café on Eastern 
Avenue just south of Alger in Grand Rapids.  We were finishing our meal when I noticed 
the waitress brought our check and then took it away and then brought it back again.  She 
placed it on the table, smiled, and said, “Somebody in the restaurant paid for your meal.  
You’re all set.”  And then she walked away.  I had the strangest feeling sitting there.  The 
feeling was helplessness.  There was nothing I could do.  It had been taken care of.  To 
insist on paying would have been pointless.  All I could do was trust that what she 
said was true was actually true and then live in that.4 

 
 Bells was not saying the gospel makes no demands upon us.  But it is not what you 
think.  Something was expected of the little old lady in the story I mentioned a few 
moments ago - and she blew it.  All she needed to do was to open the door.  There was no 
summons to give…but there was a summons to receive!   

Same was true for Rob Bell.  He could live as if what the waitress said was true or 
he could create an alternative reality in which the bill was not paid.  Bell used his 
experience to make the larger point… 

 
This is our invitation.  To trust that we don’t owe anything.  To trust that something is 
already true about us – something has already been done…  To trust that (God’s) grace 
pays the bill.5 

 
 It’s mind boggling really.  The call to faith is not so much a demand that you and I 
should do something…as a demand that we should allow something to be done in us, 
through us, and for us.  It is not that we are expected to produce something out of 
ourselves, or to achieve something in our own strength, but that we are expected to allow 
God to work his will in us and through us.   
 Friends, that is what salvation is about…about realizing it is a done deal.  It is not 
something we can win.  All we need do is to receive it.  Once we receive it, though…that is 
when our work begins…which is where the "Great Commission" comes in. 

2 
 As you well know, our text is known as the "Great Commission."  The point of the 
Great Commission is that all people are offered a precious gift - the gift of the goodness of 
Christ Jesus.  We are to receive the gift, delight in the gift, and share the gift…share the 
news that in Christ is life, abundant life. 
 To be sure, there is an implied demand understood in the Great Commission.  But it 
is not so much a demand that we do something, as a demand that we allow something 

to be done in and through us. 
 In the psalm we read a few minutes ago the psalm writer talks about his plans and 
about God's plan.  We get the sense plan-making is good; that we should make plans.  But 
he warns that our plans may or may not correspond to God's plan.  Listen to Eugene 
Peterson's rendering of verse 10… 
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God takes the wind out of Babel pretense, 
He shoots down the world's power-schemes. 

God's plan for the world stands up, 
All his designs are made to last.6 

 
 In other words, the psalm writer urges us to hold our plans lightly…to have a 
certain humility about the supposed grandeur of our schemes and plans and 
accomplishments.  The psalm writer suggests the best course we can chart is to align 
ourselves with God's plan…which means letting God’s love, mercy, and grace be the 
plumb-line to which we adjust our every thought, word, and deed.  It means paying such 
attention to the God-drenched nature of the world around us and the Spirit moving within 
us that we find ourselves in harmony with God.    
 If we have a problem with this message it is because it does not play well in our 
culture.  The fact is that it doesn't play well in just about any culture…because we are self-
made people - people who have convinced ourselves that who we are and what we have 
are personal triumphs gained entirely by the sweat of our brow…that people who do not 
earn their way just as we did are leeches on the system who do not deserve a thing.  We 
are not very comfortable with the idea that our real value and worth are a gift…that 
faithfulness is not so much what we do as what we allow God to do in and through 

us…that baptism is our fundamental identity. 
 George MacDonald, the Scottish pastor and poet, wrote a wonderful poem entitled 
"Obedience" which states very well the struggle we all face.  Much of the poem tells us 
MacDonald wanted to plot a pleasant path according to his own design.  But he sensed 
God calling him to be the hands and voice and presence of Christ in the midst of a difficult 
situation.  When MacDonald finally set aside what he wanted, this is what he 
discovered… 

Into Christ's hand went mine; 
And into my heart came He; 

And I walked in a light divine, 
The path I had feared to see. 

3 
 Jesus said, "Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, to the close of the age." 
 We are able to fulfill this commission because of the promise of Christ's presence.  
On our own, the task is too demanding and frightening to take up.  Furthermore, it is 
impossible.  But Jesus' promise to be with us - guiding and sustaining us - gives us the 
courage to subdue our reluctance. 
 May an awareness of God's presence abide with us as we seek to be faithful in the 
task to which we are called.  Amen. 
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