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 I became an Elder in Richmond when I was about 29 or 30.  One of the 

things I remember, first, that the congregation voted by secret ballot on the 
slate of officers because more people were nominated than there were 
vacancies to fill. That might give us pause. The second thing was that after the 
vote where I was elected, and I was coming out of the church, an man of-some-
years whom I knew well, said to me, “You are too young to be an elder.” Now 
my response was not said as humbly as it might have been. I said to him, “You 
don’t have to be old; you just have to be wise.” And if I had to judge now, at 
that point, I would say I was neither.  

Wisdom or maturity of most sorts comes bit by bit. As we go through 
experiences in our life, as the saying goes, we win some and we lose some. I 
once had a tennis coach that said every time you miss a ball, you learn 
something about how to hit a ball. It is by the experiences which we live every 
day that make up our character and hopefully our maturity. 

We know very little about Jesus’ childhood or early years. Only the 
Gospel of Luke mentions when Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem discussing the 
scriptures with teachers during Passover. Although his parents were quite 
afraid that they had lost their child, you can only imagine what they were 
thinking about the prospect that they had lost the Son of God. But it is clear 
from this story that Jesus is making his way toward being not only a young man, 
but truly the Messiah.  Twice in the second chapter of Luke it mentions that 
“Jesus grew in strength and wisdom and was in divine and human favor.” (v. 40 
& 52)  
 Scholars look at the wedding in Cana as Jesus’ first recorded  
miracle. It is not a miracle of healing or resurrection; on some level it might be 
called a “demi-miracle.” But for the host, he was spared embarrassment and 
loss of respect, for the guests at the wedding, it was a miracle of abundance, 
and for Mary it was moment that she had been waiting for since Jesus was 
twelve. And for his disciples, they believed. Certainly this was a full fledged 
miracle. 
 I see the exchange between Mary and Jesus at the party as a moment 
unlike any in the gospels. Though little is recorded or written about this verbal 
exchange between Jesus and his mother, there is tension in these words. As we 
read different translations, authors try to tease out the meaning while staying 
true to the text. Nevertheless, the written word can not convey inflection (as 
we know all too well from email and text messages); inflection comes at the 
moment the words are spoken reflecting the true context of the situation. 
(Read text again here.) 
 With full parental authority, Mary lovingly but steadfastly pushes Jesus 
to accept his calling, taking his first step again toward Jerusalem. Mary in her 
deepest heart didn’t want this moment to come either. She puts Jesus in a 
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situation that ultimately will lead to his death, but neither of them can deny 
the hold that God has on both of their lives. 
 A minister friend of mine who at the time lived in Harrisonburg had 
three children. We were all eating in something like a Dairy Queen. After 
lunch, the youngest daughter asked for a ice cream cone. Without giving it a 
thought, my friend gave her daughter who was about 4 at the time, money to 
get the ice cream cone. The little girl asked her mother to come, but her 
mother said, “You don’t need me – just go to the counter, ask for an ice cream 
cone and give him the money.” So off she went. Now we were in clear sight of 
the counter, the restaurant was not crowded, and it was Harrisonburg. The 
exchange went just as the mother planned, although the little girl almost 
forgot to get her change. What that Mother did was to provide her daughter 
with an experience that would help her mature. The little girl returned full of 
self-confidence, independence and what she wanted most - ice cream. How 
often do parents (and spouses and friends) interfere with the maturing process 
by enabling immature behavior of their loved ones by over-protecting them? By 
providing experiences that allow a child to succeed or fail on their own, 
parents empower their children to make choices that will ultimately give them 
wisdom and maturity. And often it takes patience. I sense just a little bit of 
impatience in Mary’s exchange with Jesus. 
 Paul says in 1st Corinthians 13: When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I 
thought like a child; when I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways. (1st 
Cor 13: 11) Some times I believe that we lose track of what is important in our 
life with Christ and we are pulled into disagreements that are secondary to our 
faith. Even in this exchange between Jesus and Mary, Jesus at first focuses on 
what this choice will mean to him and his mother. “What does this have to do 
with us?” But Mary knows that the wine is not the main focus, Jesus needs to 
begin his ministry and if it means changing water into wine, then by all means. 
The opportunity lies right before you. It is your choice. Even Jesus could have 
walked away. 
 Maturity and wisdom often mean giving up on our own agendas in order 
to think about someone else instead of ourselves. I have heard a call recently 
to start reemphasizing the Golden Rule – “Do unto other as you would have 
them do to you.” It is not unlike Jesus’ command to “love your neighbor as 
yourself.” Being able to see first how your actions will impact others is 
certainly a step toward maturity and wisdom. Looking beyond your own wants 
and hurts to see situations in larger perspectives leads to a greater 
understanding that is wisdom. It is a putting away of childish thinking and 
behavior. 
 Do not let loyalty and faithfulness forsake you; bind them around your 
neck, write them on the tablet of your heart; so you will find favor and good 
repute in the sight of God and of people. (Proverbs 3: 3-4) 
 Christian maturity is not a place where we get, but an attitude for which 
we always must strive. But in these days and times, with controversy swirling 
around, disagreements abounding there is always opportunity to choose the 
path of wisdom. 


