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� ����$*�� ���$��%���� ������&� �����%���*�� ���$%� )�&� ��&� �� �$%�%���%�$�� ��%$��� ���
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$�������*���&��$�%�����*�*��!�� � �
� G$% ��!!��&��*�%�� ���$��"���"���%��� ��$%� �%�����"�� �� ��(�!%�� ���%�$%�����$%�)�&�
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���������!����&��!��%����"�$�&�&�������%��$����"�%��%� ������%$�%����9�
� 3��&�$�%�%����"�$�&�!������"�%���������%����@�!��(��� ���%���@������&���%��*�%����
!����� �� ����� ��� %���� !�$�&� ���� ��"� %���� ���$�&� (��!��& � ��� (��(��� ��� ���%��� � G$%� �����
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�!!$���&����
� ?��� ��%������� ,������$� � �� )��%���� ��&��� 
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��%����%���0����1(���%��������&�%����%��!���*��"��%�%� �����'�����&�%�����%�$%���
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��&�$��%����'�����$��%���.��*����$%����'������&�&��!��& �%��%���!���%�<%�$%��=���
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1 See Lowe, George.  2007.  “Pointed Parody,” in Presbyterians Today, June issue.  Louisville: PCUSA, 28.   
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2 See http://thevanitypress.blogspot.com/2007/05/flat-earth.html. Don’t suppose, though, that everyone in the Middle 
Ages thought the earth was flat.  Most educated people knew it was a sphere…and had thought so as far back as the 6th 
century BC when the idea was first proposed by the Pythagoreans.  Still, there were those in the Middle Ages who 
assumed that saying the earth was flat was not a hypothesis but a truth claim. 
3 John 18:37-38. 
4 John 14:26-28. 
5 Ottati, Douglas F.  1999.  Hopeful Realism: Reclaiming the Poetry of Theology.  Cleveland, OH:  The Pilgrim Press, 
p. 42. 
6 Acts 10. 
7 I believe these people do not want to have to wrestle with the difficult issues of life anymore.  What they want is 
someone to tell them God will love them and let them into heaven.  All they have to do is believe a set of doctrines.  
Typically this set of doctrines is extremely narrow, restrictive, remarkably similar to the most reactionary cultural 
priorities, intolerant of difference, and “me” focused.  I admit to being bewildered why any thinking person would be 
drawn to a community intent upon not letting the Spirit get a word in edgewise.   
8 Philippians 4:8. 
9 See A Declaration of Faith, PCUSA, Ch. 5, (7). 


