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LPC NEWSLETTER 
 
Lexington Presbyterian Church                                            December 2009 

Notes from the Clergy…  
 
 Two writings I wish to share this 
month – one from writer Madeleine L’Engle 
and the other from theologian Karl Rahner.  
L’Engle writes:   
 
         “In the Christian Church these weeks 
leading up to Christmas, this dark begin-
ning of our new year, is also traditionally 
the time of thinking of the last things, of the 
“eschaton,” the end…that day when all 
nights will be spent, when time will end.  
We all know it is coming.  It has to happen 
sometime.  It was a long time before I 
could begin to think of this ending of all 
known things, all matter, the stars in their 
courses, music, laughter, sunrise, daisies 
and dynasties, starfish and stars, suns and 
chrysanthemums, as being in any way 
something to look forward to with joy and 
hope.  But annihilation is the opposite of 
what the eschaton is about.  It is not nearly 
so much a going as a coming, and ending  

 
 
as a beginning.  It is the redemption, not  
the destruction, of Creation.”  (from The 
Irrational Season, 2-3)                                                                                                                         
                                                                                                 
        And this prayer from Karl Rahner:  
“Behold, You come.  And Your coming is 
neither past nor future…but the present, 
which has only to reach its fulfillment.  Now 
it is still the one single hour of Your Ad-
vent, at the end of which we too shall have 
found out You have really come.  O God 
who is to come, grant me the grace to live 
now, in the hour of Your Advent, in such a 
way that I may merit to live in you forever, 
in the blissful hour of Your Eternity.”  (from 
Encounters with Silence, 87)  

 .   
 
  L'Chiam (To Life),         �

                                                          �
                                             ����������������               ����
 

 
We will have 

only one 
worship  
service  

December 
13, 20, and 

27.  This  
single  

service will 
be held at 

11:00 in the 
sanctuary.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

5:00 p.m.—-Youth led, Family oriented,  
Candlelight—-Sanctuary 

 
7:30 p.m.—-Candlelight and  

Communion—-Sanctuary 
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Alcoholics Anonymous Meetings  
Alcoholics Anonymous has proven to be a 
life-giving tool to many folks seeking to 
manage alcohol addiction. But in order for 
AA to be useful, people must be self-
reflective enough to know when they have a 
problem with alcohol.  If you would like the 
support an AA group can provide, you are 
welcome to attend one of many meetings 
that occur at RE Lee Episcopal Church.  AA 
meets: 
Sundays: 6:30 PM (women only)             
Tuesdays: 8:00 PM (closed meeting) 
Wednesdays: noon (open meeting) & 
                        8:00 PM (closed meeting) 
Fridays:  8:00 PM (open meeting) 
Saturdays: 10:00 AM (open meeting) 
  8:00 PM (closed meeting) 
Sundays at the hospital at 8:00 PM (open 
meeting) 
All meetings are non-smoking meetings. 
Call 463-3411 for more information.  

�
Preaching Schedule for December 

 
December 6           2 nd Sunday of Advent                                             Preacher:  William M. Klein 
            Texts:  Luke 1:39-45 & Micah 5:2-5a                                     Sermon: Blessed 
 
December 12           3 rd Sunday of Advent                                                           Christmas Pageant 
            One worship service – 11:00 – in the sanctuary 
 
December 20           4 th Sunday in Ordinary Time                                      Nine Lessons and Carols 
            One worship service – 11:00 – in the sanctuary 
 
December 24           Christmas Eve                                                          Preacher: William M. Klein 
            5:00 service – Youth led, Family oriented, Candlelight  
            7:30 service – Candlelight and Communion  
    
December 27           1st Sunday after Christmas                                 Preacher: Deborah H. Klein 
            One worship service – 11:00 – in the sanctuary 
 

News Items for the  
January  2010  

Newsletter  
People like to know 
what is going on in the 
church.  Write an article for the newslet-
ter and share the information.  Please 
email to Mary Atthowe at 
<matthowe@rockbridge.net> by Dec. 
15th in Word format please, or leave 
your information in the church office. 

 
                                   To Doug Caldwell  
                                         (his mothe r) 

CHRISTMAS 
DECORATIONS 

Orders for poinsettias (50 @ $10 
each) and outdoor wreaths ($15) 
will be taken until Monday, De-

cember 14.  Please call the church office or e-mail 
lrogers@lexpres.org with your request and information 
for the bulletin.  If you have greens (magnolia, holly, 
pine, etc.) that you can spare for decorating the sanctu-
ary, please call Marilyn Candler (291-1560) as soon as 
possible.  Decorations will remain in place through the 
first  Sunday in January. 

The Christmas Joy Offering will be received at worship 
or at the luncheon on 12/20 (envelopes will be included 
in that day’s bulletin) or brought/sent to the church by 
December 31.  This offering supplements inadequate 
retirement income and provides supplemental medical 
insurance for former ministers, missionaries, church 
workers, and their families.  It dates back to the 1930s. 

2009 Christmas 
Joy Offering 

What Child Is This? 
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CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 
 
Christmas is just around the corner, and that means cold winds, some 
snow, and shorter days.  But along with the happy days of the Christ-
mas season, comes our annual Joy Luncheon.  It will be on Dec. 20 
following the 11:00 service. We are asking people whose last name 
begins with A to M to bring a vegetable  dish to serve 8-10 people, and 
those whose last name begins with N to Z to bring a salad.  As in the 
past, the Congregational Life Committee will provide the meat and 
rolls.  We will also provide the dessert.   There is no cost for the lunch, 

however, we ask people to sign up so we have an accurate count of how much meat to buy. 
The sign-up sheets will be placed in Murray Hall outside the church office, and across from 
Dunlap. 
 
We welcome several new members to our committee.  Pat Jones and Curt Fredin have already 
joined our committee.  Curt has been designated as the Church Chef-in-residence!  And we 
welcome him back in that capacity.  Bob Doyle will join the committee in January as a member 
from the Session.  Welcome to all these dedicated people!  
 
In January Mary Ann Bowden will be the new Chairperson of Congregational Life.  Mary Ann 
has served for the past year as a member of the committee, and we look forward to having her 
as our leader.  
 
It has been a pleasure working with the members of the committee.  Thank you to all of you.  
And thank you to the people who have stepped in when we were short-handed. 
 
We would welcome any new people to our committee.  If interested, please call Mary Ann, 463-
9564. 
                                               
                                                  Shirley Claiborn  
                                                  Chair Congregational Life Comm. 

Habitat for Humanity Disciples Build  
Work continues on the Disciples Build house in Collierstown. The walls 
are up and we've started on the roof. Our work shift is Saturday morn-
ings from 8:30-12:15, and we'll continue through January. Volunteers 
(16 and up) are still needed, so if you'd like to help out, please contact 
Mac Baker (bakerjm@vmi.edu, 463-9563).  

 

LexPres 

Habitat 

Workers 

10/31/09 
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www.lexpres.org  
 The LPC website allows you the op-
portunity to view all programs offered by the 
church:  Worship, Sermons, Christian Edu-
cation, Calendar, Monthly Newsletters, Up-
coming Events, Music, Educational Grants 
and opportunities to become more involved.  
Be sure to visit other sections of the website 
to learn more about the exciting events 
planned for LPC. 
 It’s a great way to stay informed of 
the unique worship experiences awaiting 
you at Lexington Presbyterian Church.   

Coffee 
 Fellowship  

 
Thanks to the 
folks who host the 
coffee  fellowship 
following our 
11:00 service.  
This is a special 
time of fellowship 
for both members 
and guests.  We 

meet in Dunlap Auditorium after the service.   
Hosts for December are: 
 
December 6—Doug & Snookie Caldwell 
December 13—George & Pree Ray 
December 20—Joy Luncheon 
December 29—Dennis & Barbara Dixon 
 

Men’s Saturday  
Fellowship 

Group  
The next meeting of the 
Saturday Morning Men’s 
Fellowship Group is De-

cember 12th, from 7:30 am – 8:30 am in the mu-
seum room.    The class is discussing Following 
Jesus in a Culture of Fear  by Scott Bader-Sayer.  
This book examines the fear that pervades our 
world and is permeated through politics, market-
ing, news programming  and popular culture.  It 
draws on Christian Scripture and practices of 
hospitality, generosity and peacefulness as bold 
means to counter this fear and the harm it does 
to our moral lives.   Adult men of all ages are wel-
come.   If you have any questions, please contact 
Bob Moreschi at blmoreschi@embarqmail.com or 
463-6984. 

December Food  
of the Month, 

Donated to the 
RARA Food Pantry: 

 
Peanut Butter and Jelly 

 
Please leave the food in boxes in 

the front hallway outside of the church office. 

Going Green???  
If you are ready to discontinue receiving the paper 
copy of the church newsletter by snail mail due to 
its availability on the website, please let Lila in the 
church office know to remove your name from 
that mailing list.  When the newsletter is published 
on the website, Lila will send a blanket email to 
those who have elected to read the newsletter in 
this manner to alert those folks of its availability.  
Then you will be able to print just those pages you 
wish to have a paper copy of rather than the full 
issue.   We will continue to send paper copies to 
those who wish to receive the information in the 
traditional form!  

Please notify lrogers@lexpres.org 
when you have a change of mail-
ing and/or e-mail address. Thanks! 
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From the Noel Library…..  
   

      The Noel Library has many books 
suitable for Christmas.  As the Subject 
Card File makes clear, these include 
(but are not limited to) books on 
Christmas Art, Christmas at LPC, 
Christmas Depression, Christmas Mu-
sic, Christmas Plants, Christmas Po-
etry, Christmas Stories, Christmas 
Symbols, and Christmas Tree Decora-
tions. 

 
       Christmas books, both those for 
adults and young people, can be found 
in Cabinet Two in the Noel Library.  
(Audio-visual material for adults can be 
found on the Library Book Shelf that 
now resides in Room 113, although the 
Christmas AV material consists chiefly 
of tapes of previous LPC Christmas 
programs).  Of course the Christmas 
story is also included in a number of 
children’s books, including book series 
(such as the Arch Books), which re-
main where they have always been, in 
the corner nearest the librarian’s desk.  

 
 We cannot bid farewell to the year 
2009 without noting that it marks the 
500th anniversary of John Calvin’s 
birth.  In the mid-sixties Charles 
Swezey (then assistant pastor of LPC 
and later Dean of Union Theological 
Seminary in Richmond) offered a 
course here on Calvin; those of us who 
were in his class read  both volumes of 
The Institutes of the Christian Religion.  
The Noel Library has these books, as 
well as the less formidable Calvin for 
Armchair Theologians by Christopher 
Elwood.  Other Noel Library books 
about Calvin include John Calvin - A 
Sixteenth Century Portrait by William  

 
 
de Bouwsma, John Calvin, the Man 
and His Ethics by Georgia Harkness,  
and Calvin: A Life by Emanuel Stickel-
berger.   

 
 All too often the name of Calvin 
conjures up only his association with 
the doctrine of predestination, which, 
of course, was not his invention. He 
has been called “the greatest reformer 
of the 16th century, brilliant, iconic, 
and visionary.” Few of us realize that 
he is credited with the hymn I Greet 
Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art, 
which includes the verse, “Thou hast 
the true and perfect gentleness, No 
harshness hast Thou and no bitter-
ness, O Grant to us the grace we find 
in Thee, That we may dwell in perfect 
unity.”   Who could ask for more, on 
the threshold of a new year! 

 
..................................... 

 
 

 At this time all of our DVD’s are 
on the counter beside the card cata-
logue. These are Jesus Christ Super-
star, The Visual Bible, This I Believe, 
Luther, Martin Luther King, What 
Mean These Stones?, Whale Rider, 
and Out to Pasture.  We will no doubt 
enlarge our selection of DVD’s in the 
future. (If you would like to have some 
of our older tapes, please leave a note 
saying what you are interested in on 
the librarian’s desk.  Meanwhile two 
new tapes have been given the library: 
Friendship’s Field and Secret of 
Treasure Mountain. Both are pro-
duced by Feature Films for Families.) 
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 News About Our Youth!  

 
Trick-or-Treat so Others Can Eat  
Nine youth and three adults attended Trick-or-Treat so Others Can Eat on October 
25. At this event, the youth dressed up in Halloween costumes and walked to down-
town homes asking for food donations, instead of candy, to benefit the RARA food 

pantry. The group collected 120 food items and $25. There was a contest for the best costume, and Katie 
Lee won! She received a gift certificate to Blockbuster, popcorn, and candy. Thank you to all of the youth 
and adults who participated in this event. 

High School Mission Trip to Philadelphia  
Rising ninth graders through this year’s senior graduates are invited to join the youth group from June 13-
18 on a mission trip to Philadelphia. This trip is booked through YouthWorks, a well-established Christian 
mission group which specializes in mission trips for teenagers. We currently have twenty spots for high 
school youth and adult chaperones. To guarantee your spot on the trip, please let Diana know if you plan 
to attend. 

 
December  

Youth  
Birthdays  

 
 

12-Maggie 
Irby 

 
12-Austin 
Kalasky 

 
13-Kelsey 
Sundby 

 
29-Merryn 
Williams 

 
31-David 
Hansen 

 

December Youth Activities!  
 
Thursday, December 3,  5:45pm - Advent Soup Supper. We need 
youth to assist with a short worship program, so please let Diana know 
if you plan to attend. This event is fun for the whole family! 
 
Sunday, December 6, 6:00pm-9:00pm - Youth will enjoy dinner and 
fellowship at 6:00pm in Westfel. Afterwards, the group will proceed to 
the Night of Miracles Living Nativity, an interactive nativity scene in 
Buena Vista. The youth will return to Westfel by 9:00pm. Please bring 
a permission form so you may ride with us to the nativity scene. 
 

Sunday, December 11, 11:00am- Christmas pageant worship service. Middle school 
youth will assist in worship and lead children in the pageant. Contact Diana if you would 
like to participate. 
 
Sunday, December 11, 2:00pm-4:00pm - Bake Christmas cookies! The youth will bake 
and decorate Christmas cookies for their Sunday School teachers and church staff.  
Please bring cookie dough, frosting, or sprinkles when you come. 
 
Saturday, December 19, 8:00am - Rockbridge Christmas Basket packing at Virginia 
Horse Center. Youth are encouraged to participate in this community service event. 
 
Sunday, December 20 - No Youth Group. 
 
Thursday, December 24, 5:00pm - Youth Christmas Eve Service. High school youth will 
lead the congregation in festive worship during this service. 
 
Sunday, December 27 - No Youth Group. 
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In Search of Our Kneeling Places 
 

In each heart lies a Bethlehem, 
  an inn where we must ultimately answer 

    whether there is room or not. 
When we are Bethlehem-bound 

  we experience our own advent in his. 
When we are Bethlehem-bound 

  we can no longer look the other way 
    conveniently not seeing stars 

      not hearing angel voices. 
We can no longer excuse ourselves by busily 

  tending our sheep or our kingdoms. 
 

This Advent let’s go to Bethlehem 
  and see this thing that the Lord has made know to us. 

In the midst of shopping sprees 
  let’s ponder in our hearts the Gift of Gifts. 

Through the tinsel 
  let’s look for the gold of the Christmas Star. 

In the excitement and confusion, in the merry chaos, 
  let’s listen for the brush of angels’ wings. 

This Advent, let’s go to Bethlehem 
  And find our kneeling places. 

 
Ann Weems, Kneeling in Bethlehem, Louisville, Kentucky,  
Westminster/John Knox Press, 1993. 

Christmas Pageant  
 
The Christmas Pageant this year will be during the 11:00 am worship service on 
December 13.  This will be the only worship service that morning.  Children and 
Middle School youth will help lead the service.  The pageant will involve a Nativ-
ity tableau for younger children.  We will need to have some rehearsal time, so 
please note the following dates and times.   
  

     Sunday, November 29 – Costuming during the 11:00 am service in Dunlap Auditorium.  Children 
     should come to Dunlap after Children’s Time. 
  
     Friday, December 4 - Full rehearsal, including the readings, 3:15 – 4:15 pm in the sanctuary.   
 
     Sunday, December 6 – Full rehearsal, including the readings, during Sunday School at 9:45 am 
      in the sanctuary.   
 
     Thursday, December 10 – Final rehearsal, 3:15 – 4:15 pm in the sanctuary.   
 
     Sunday, December 13 –  Final walk-through, 9:45 am in the sanctuary.  Teachers will lead their  
     students back to classes by 10:30 am and help the young children get into costume.  At the  
     appropriate time,  teachers can bring the children downstairs to get into place.  

Adult Advent Classes  
Offered  

The Adult Subcommittee is offering 
a series of classes during Advent.  
The classes will be held on four 
Sundays beginning November 29 
with a pot luck supper at 5:00 pm in 
the Museum followed by the study.  
The four sessions will be led, re-
spectively, by Nancy Whiteley, Bill 
Klein, Julie Hollingsworth and Mal-
colm Brownlee.  You may come to 
any or all of the sessions.  We hope 
you will join us to delve deeper into 
the meaning of Advent. 

Advent Soup Dinner  
Come join us for a soup dinner on 
Thursday, December 3, at 5:45 pm 
to mark the beginning of Advent.  
We are planning to have a brief pro-
gram provided by our children and 
youth to help us enter into this sea-
son of waiting, hoping, and dream-
ing.  Let us prepare together to wel-
come Emmanuel—God with us! 
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Heads Up!  Festival of Faith 2010  
Our Festival of Faith will be Sunday, February 21 and Mon-
day, February 22 this winter.  Bernard Bangley has graciously 
accepted our invitation to be our guest preacher and speaker.  

The theme will be “Knowing the Unknowable:  Deepening Our Private Devotional Life.”  Dr. 
Bangley will draw upon treasured classics of Christian spirituality, as he leads us to seek an 
honest, healthy strengthening of our personal relationship with God.  He will place particular 
focus on Introduction to the Devout Life by Francis de Sales and The Cloud of Unknowing, 
and share insights from the growing list of classic books he has gently modernized for con-
temporary Christians. 

Adult Education Classes  
 
The new quarter of adult Sunday School classes will begin on December 13.  Malcolm Brown-
lee will lead an exploration into the missional church.  How has our understanding of mission 
changed?  What do the Scriptures say about our responsibility to be of service to others?  
What does this mean within our own church?  What does this mean globally?  These are just a 
few of the topics Malcolm, who has served numerous times as a missionary, will bring to the 
class for discussion and reflection.  This group meets in Room 111.   
 
Deb Klein will lead a discussion of the book, An Altar in the World:  A Geography of Faith, by 
Barbara Brown Taylor.  Taylor writes about seeing the spiritual in day-to-day life and how prac-
tices can help us develop the ability to see and know God everywhere.  This class will meet in 
Westfel Lounge. 
 
If you are interested in one of these classes, but have not contacted Olivia to let her know, 
please do so immediately, so materials may be ordered. 

Campus 
Ministry  

 
The Cam-
pus Ministry 
Subcommit-
tee will be 
handing out 
exam care 
packages to 

our local college students on De-
cember 6 after worship services.  
They also will be sending out 
cards and gift certificates to our 
LPC youth at college.  Please e-
mail Olivia at opat-
ton@lexpres.org with your child’s 
college e-mail and address, so 
we can have an updated list.  
   

College Conference at Montreat  
 January 2 – 5, 2010  

 
Our LPC college students might be interested in knowing 
about the College Conference at Montreat early each 
January.  This year’s theme is “God Without Borders” and 
participants will explore how God’s transcendent love and 
power can help us overcome and transform the bounda-
ries we place on ourselves and between ourselves and 
others.  The conference will also look at how these bor-
ders prevent us from becoming the community God calls 
us to be in Christ Jesus.  This conference is designed to 
serve college students of all denominations.  The leader-
ship for the conference is a very exciting and challenging 
group of pastors, theologians and musicians.  For more 
information, please see www.montreat.org and look un-
der Conferences.  Registration is already taking place 
and they have more than 500 college students registered 
thus far, so if you are interested, check it out right away. 
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THE JESSE TREE – Up on December 6 
Sponsored by 
Hannah Circle 

 
The Jesse Tree is one of the ways we prepare for Christmas at Lex-
ington Presbyterian.  The Jesse Tree is an opportunity to remember 
the less fortunate during the busy season of Christmas.  Gifts will be 
collected for: 
  
   

            -Lisa’s House in Lexington , (Project Horizon, 463-7861) 
-Rescue Mission in Roanoke , Virginia ( www.rescuemission.net)  
-Heifer International  (www.heifer.org) 
-Friends of Barnabas Foundation  (www.fobf.org) 

 
Our gifts will provide items needed for clients who come to Lisa’s House, a safe shelter for 
victims of domestic or sexual violence.  Gifts of cold weather clothing and gift bags with ne-
cessities for shelter guests will go to the Rescue Mission which ministers to victims of pov-
erty and homelessness.  Donations to Heifer International will help families become more 
self-reliant through the gifts of livestock and training.  And donations to the Friends of 
Barnabas Foundation will help provide medications, vitamins and supplies for medical mis-
sion trips to Honduras.  Our local mission group will travel to Honduras next August. 
 
To participate simply choose one or more of the many cards hanging on the Jesse Tree/
Chrismon tree in the sanctuary describing a particular need.  There will also be a basket of 
cards on the table outside Dunlap Auditorium for early worshippers.  We invite you to bring 
the card attached to the gift back to church and place it under the Jesse Tree.  We encour-
age you to simplify and GO GREEN – refrain from wrapping as much as possible. Let us 
give generously, in response to God's greatest gift to us – the child born in a manger, our 
Emmanuel, God with us.  

 

Montreat Conference Center 
Montreat, NC (near Asheville) 

www.montreat.org 

                                                       As I walked into the immense stone arena that                               
     serves as the central gathering place at Montreat, I                           
     must confess my die-hard Presbyterian soul quiv-  
     ered a little as at least a thousand of the faithful 
streamed in for the opening evening’s worship service.  I wasn’t quite sure what I was 
getting myself into for the week.  My qualms soon dissipated, though, and I was truly 
uplifted as we glorified and praised God with music and spirit en masse in that beau-
tiful haven.  Words cannot adequately describe the wonderful experience Montreat 
offers to immerse oneself into music, art, worship, and fellowship. You will be filled to 
the brim with God’s hope, charity, and love and your spiritual cup will indeed “runneth 
over”.                                                                                          Sandy Nye 
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The Lexington Presbyterian Church  

Session “At Work”                                                         

DATA:   
· Membership on 11/10/09—-601 
· Transfers:  Ron and Pat Knudson to Gettys-

burg Pres. Church, Gettysburg, PA 
 
SESSION COMMITTEE BUSINESS 
 
Christian Education  
· Advent Class:  Nov. 25-Dec. 20 
· Christmas Pageant-Dec. 13, 2009 (pg. 7) 
· Two new Adult classes begin Dec. 13 (pg. 8) 
· Campus Fellowship Group at VMI for college 

students has started.  Bill Klein is working with 
Corey Bachman at VMI. 

 
Communications:  
· New acrylic information holders for entrances 

will be purchased 
· 40 recipients have elected to receive their news-

letters through e-mail/webpage to save paper 
 
Congregational Life  
· Advent Soup Supper-Dec. 3 
· Joy Luncheon-Dec. 20 
· Curt Fredin is again resident chef  
· Currently using Free Trade coffee. 
· Haiti Mission Meal on Nov. 12 
· Curt Fredin and Pat Jones were approved for 

the committee 
 
Financial Management  
· Half of the pledges had been received at 

this time (11/10/09) 
· Distributed a financial statement by fund to 

each elder 
 
Outreach  
· Nov. 12 Congregational Dinner for Rock-

bridge Haiti Medical Alliance’s October trip 
· Habitat for Humanity Disciples Build is going 

well. 
· One of our mentored families is doing well. 
 

Personnel  
· The Employee Bonus Program was approved 
 
Planning  
· Committees are asked to submit adjustments to 

the Manual of Operations by the Dec. meeting 
· New elders will be examined at the Dec. ses-

sion meeting; all elders bring their favorite Bible 
verse to share 

· Further discussed reducing the environmental 
impact by the church 

· Approved committee assignments for new eld-
ers and committee chairs 

 
Property  
· Repairing water leaks in room 202 as well as 

other roof area repairs 
· Boy Scouts will paint the Dunlap duct work 
· Working on Christmas lights on Main St. 
 
Worship  
· Lessons and Carols—Dec. 20 
· Getting quotes for broken amp in Dunlap sound 

system 
· Planning a Seder meal/worship on 4/1  
 
Task Force for Murray Hall Renovations  
· Update 
 
Task Force Capital Campaign  
· Approved entering the quiet phase of our capital 

campaign. 
· Elders are encouraged to pledge 
 
Major Report by Worship Committee (pg. 11) 
 
Fifteen Elders attended the Brian McLaren event  
November 3.  The evening has stimulated inter-
esting discussions. 
 
Next Admin. Council Meeting:  Dec. 2, 4:30 p.m. 
Next Session Meeting:  Dec. 8, 2009, 7:30 p.m. 
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                          Major Report to Session—No vember 10, 2009  
Worship Committee  

 
The Worship Committee is responsible for all worshi p services at Lexington Presbyte-
rian Church.   Its goal is to enhance and enrich wo rship for all members of the congre-
gation and for visitors. 
 
Its members are as follows 
      Two members of the Session— Barry Mines, chair and elder visitation coordinator, Hardin Marion, 
      Life of the Church report coordinator;   A representative of the adult choir— Barbara Winfrey; 
      Various congregational members at large, each of wh om has responsibility for a specific as 
      pect of the committee’s work:   Nancy Pickral, secretary and communion coordinator; Dick Hal 
      seth, usher teams coordinator;  Ellen Smith, communications coordinator;  Marilyn Candler, flower 
      coordinator;  Jo Ann Wilson, at-home worship/CD ministry coordinator  (Soon to be Donna Noyes); 
      Skip Hess, sound system coordinator;  Barbara and Dennis Dixon, coffee/lemonade fellowship co- 
      ordinators;   Ex officio members— Bill McCorkle, organist/director of music;  Bill Klein, minister. 
 
The 8:45 a.m. early service  remains a successful alternative to the regular 11:00 am service, with 
many regular attendees as well as visitors and new members.   Bill Klein leads the less formal service, 
assisted by many others. 
 
The 11:00 am worship service  is more traditional and features organ and choir music under the lead-
ership and direction of Bill McCorkle.   Bill Klein leads the service, assisted each Sunday by a layper-
son.   Brief “Life of the Church” reports are made at the beginning of both early worship and the 11:00 
am service, to help the congregation understand and appreciate various aspects of church life.   From 
time to time the service features the youth and children’s choirs, under Bill McCorkle’s direction, or the 
handbell choir led by Ruth Floyd. 
 
 As in 2008, one 10:00 a.m. combined worship service  was held in the sanctuary each summer Sun-
day.   Those services were more like the traditional 11:00 am service, though somewhat less formal, 
and included aspects of the early service such as a greeting, an opening seated hymn, and more fre-
quent communion, at times served by intinction and at other times served in the traditional seated man-
ner.   The hymns included both contemporary selections as well as more traditional ones. 
 
Deb Klein, with occasional assistance from Bill, continues to be involved in the ecumenical Sunday 
afternoon worship service at Kendal  that she helped start several years ago. 
 
LexPres offers additional Special Musical Events,  including Choral Evensong Services  and Music 
at Noon Concert Series.   There are various additional Worship occasions throughout the year as well 
as special services at various significant holidays of the year. 
 
Subcommittees  at work: 
· Life of the Church reports 
· Flower Committee 
· Usher teams  
· Communion preparation and training 
· Organization of coffee/lemonade fellowship 
· Worship Committee communications 
· CD ministry 
· Elder Visitations 
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Women of the Church  
  
As we prepare for the upcoming holidays, let us be reminded of a few things: 
 
· Leah’s Circle is hosting a Holiday Tea Tuesday, Dec. 1 at 4 PM in support 
       of missions. 
· The Coordinating Team meets Thursday, Dec. 3 at 9:45 AM. 

· If you have not received a Thank Offering envelope, they will be available at Dec. circle 
      meetings or from JoAnn Wilson. 
· Men’s gloves are being collected as gifts for Western State residents.  These are due  
      by Dec. 1 (collection box in PW corner). 
· Winter outerwear collection for the Roanoke Shelter will continue through year end.  
      Items can be attached to the clothes line in Murray Hall or placed in boxes in the PW 
      corner. 
 
If you have any questions, call Mary Ann Bowden, PW Moderator, at 463-9564. 

Tutors Needed 
There are six tutors at Natural Bridge Elementary School at this 
time.  JoAnne and Eddie Willis started on Wednesday, October 
21.  There were no others who responded from the 9 local 
churches contacted.  The children are “adorable” (just ask 
JoAnne!) and are very responsive to the support.   If anyone 
would like to help, please call JoAnne and Eddie Willis at 463-
5104.  
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Mary Catherine “Cathy” Forster James 

(Mrs. Robert B.)  
and Robert Brice James 

by letter of transfer from St. Matthew’s 
Lutheran Church, Woodbridge, VA 
 

 
Loretta “Lorrie” isaacson Dawes 

by letter of transfer 
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