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Notes from the Clergy...

You are aware of plans underway to
renovate portions of Murray Hall. Architec-
tural drawings are posted in various places
throughout Murray Hall for your perusal.
You will be hearing much more about the
much needed renovations in the months
ahead.

What you have heard but may have
forgotten is that there are some improve-
ments that have already taken place — im-
provements deemed critical enough by the
Property Committee and Session to pro-
ceed as a sort of Phase 1 renovation. A
new roof was put over the older section of
Murray Hall. Some asbestos removal was
taken care of. A ramp was built at the
Randolph Street entrance to Murray Hall.
And renovations were made to the Manse
kitchen. [For you who may not know, a
“Manse” is the Presbyterian term for the
church’s home for the pastor.]

The last time the Manse kitchen was
“touched” was in the 1960s. Session
deemed it time to make some improve-

ments. These modifications were made
during the Summer of "09 and are 99.5%
completed. The enormous success of the
project and the fact that the project came
in nearly 1/3 under estimated cost is due
to Paige and Jay Williams. There were
others in the church who, in one way or
another, contributed greatly...and thanks
to them. But Paige particularly spent
loads of time helping to plan, research,
and then coordinate the modifications.
Jay put in plenty of time, too, providing his
engineering expertise. Our gratitude goes
to Paige and Jay for the gift to this project
of their time, energy, and imagination.

In the coming year it is my hope to
have as many of you as possible to visit
the Manse to have a look at what has
been done. I think you'll be pleased. The
Property Committee is...and we certainly
are, too.

L'Chiam (To Life),

¥ 5 A community Thanksgiv-
, ing service will be held
W.".  Wednesday evening,
Thasnksgl\’mg November 25, at 7:00, in
CEIVICE  our sanctuary. This ecu-

Remember to set your

COMMUNITY PRIV W ) NECROLOGY
THANKSGIVING N
SERVICE S @3 j\/ — As a part of our obser-
—@K//‘T\\e ijo vance of All Saints’

Day on Sunday, No-
vember 1, a necrology
will be read during
both worship services.

menical community service will be led
by local clergy and a combined choir.
Everyone is encouraged to make this
service a component of your thanks-
giving this year.

clocks back one hour on
Saturday evening, Octo-
ber 31, so you will be on
time for worship Sunday
morning, November 1.

This reading will in-
clude the naming of
each church member
who died within the
last year.




Preaching Schedule for November

November 1 All Saints’ Day

Texts:
November 8
November 15

November 22

November 29

Is. 25:6-9 & Rev. 21:1-4

32 " Sunday in Ordinary Time
Texts: MKk. 12:41-44 & Ps. 127:1-2

33 " Sunday in Ordinary Time
Texts: Mk. 13:1-8 & 1 Sam. 2:1-10

Christ the King Sunday
Texts: Rev. 1:4b-8

1% Sunday of Advent
Texts: Jer. 33:14-16 & Lk. 21:34-36

Preacher: William M. Klein
Sermon: Awakening Vocation

Preacher: William M. Klein
Sermon: Well Given

Preacher: William M. Klein
Sermon: Birth Pangs

Preacher: William M. Klein
Sermon: Adoring His Goodness

Preacher: William M. Klein
Sermon: Faith as Watchfulness

News Items for the
December 2009
Newsletter

People like to know what is going on in
the church. Write an article for the
newsletter and share the information.
Please email to Mary Atthowe at
<matthowe@rockbridge.net> by Dec.
15th in Word format please, or leave
your information in the church office.

To Taylor Sander s
(his mother )

i
Sinpithy

Alcoholics Anonymous Meetings
Alcoholics Anonymous has proven to be a
life-giving tool to many folks seeking to
manage alcohol addiction. But in order for
AA to be useful, people must be self-
reflective enough to know when they have a
problem with alcohol. If you would like the
support an AA group can provide, you are
welcome to attend one of many meetings
that occur at RE Lee Episcopal Church. AA
meets:

Sundays: 6:30 PM (women only)
Tuesdays: 8:00 PM (closed meeting)
Wednesdays: noon (open meeting) &

8:00 PM (closed meeting)
8:00 PM (open meeting)
10:00 AM (open meeting)
8:00 PM (closed meeting)
Sundays at the hospital at 8:00 PM (open
meeting)

All meetings are non-smoking meetings.
Call 463-3411 for more information.

Fridays:
Saturdays:

There are two vacancies on the ] T8, .
Flower Calendar: November 22 e
and 29. If anyone would like to NG
give an arrangement for either of . @@
those dates, please write it on the GHR \@* )
calendar (outside of the church of- ‘\“ — /
fice) or call the church office. —

Flower Committee

Current contact information for
Susan Hogg, Ruth Floyd's sister
and a former member of our
church:

NEWS

asauT / \ Susan Warinner Hogg
FARMER 1808 Poplar Green
MEMBARSE & Henrico, VA 23238

The address of her Care Pages site is as follows:
<http://carepages.com/carepages/susanhogg>

October 4¢-a-Meal Offering:
$433.38




CONGREGATIONAL LIFE

If you intended to sign up for House Church but just didn’t get
around to it, it isn’t too late. Please call Shirley Claiborn, 463-
5446 to be placed in a group.

Tentative dates for dinners coming up are: Dec. 3 - Advent Soup
Supper, and Dec. 20 - Joy Lunch. Watch for more information
on these Christmastime activities.

Shirley Claiborn
Chair Congregational Life Comm.

HAITI MINISTRY
Medical Mission Trip—
October 23-31, 2009 and
March 19-27, 2010
by the Rockbridge-Haiti
Medical Alliance Foundation

Our church will be joined by
St. Patrick’s Catholic Church
on Thursday, November 12,
at 5:45 p.m. for a celebration
and dinner honoring the par-
ticipants of the Haiti medical Alliance Trip.

Interested in hearing about our Foundation or
in helping to support us in many ways?
Please contact us at <Rockbridge-
Haiti@hughes.net>. Our web site is up now
so please visit us at Rockbridge-
HaitiMedicalAlliance.org.

Dr. Walter Kerschl

Founder and Chairman, RHMA

Cost of the catered meal is free; however,
free-will donations will be accepted to fund the
meal and to support the Haiti Medical Mission.
An accurate count of those who will be attend-
ing is necessary for planning. Please sign up
on the sheets provided for this in Murray Hall
outside the office and across from Dunlap or
call the church office.

Habitat for Humanity Disciples Build

We still need volunteers for the Habitat Disciples Build!

Construction has begun on the Disciples Build house in Collierstown,
and will continue through the end of the year. LexPres’s work shift is
from 8:30 — 12:15 on Saturday mornings. If you can help on one or more
Saturdays in November, please contact Mac Baker at bakerjm@vmi.edu
or 463-9563.

Volunteers must be at least 16 years old (and at least 18 to operate power tools), and
Habitat supplies all tools and building materials. No experience is necessary!

Habitat is also asking for donations to help pay for supplies and expenses. If you would
like to contribute, please make your checks payable to Lexington Presbyterian Church,
and indicate on the check that it is for the Habitat Disciples Build.




Coffee
Fellowship

Thanks to the
folks who host the
coffee fellowship
following our
11:00 service.
This is a special
time of fellowship
for both members
and guests. We
meet in Dunlap Auditorium after the service.
Hosts for November are:

Nov. 1—-Pat Miller & Lou Stuart
Nov. 8—-Buddy & Carol Bryan

Nov. 15—-Doug & Snookie Caldwell
Nov. 22—-Randy & Tammy Shomo
Nov. 29—-Jerry & Ursula Spath

Please notify Irogers@lexpres.org
when you have a change of mail-
ing and/or e-mail address. Thanks!

www.lexpres.org

The LPC website allows you the op-
portunity to view all programs offered by the
church: Worship, Sermons, Christian Edu-
cation, Calendar, Monthly Newsletters, Up-
coming Events, Music, Educational Grants
and opportunities to become more involved.
Be sure to visit other sections of the website
to learn more about the exciting events
planned for LPC.

It's a great way to stay informed of
the unique worship experiences awaiting
you at Lexington Presbyterian Church.

Men'’s Saturday
Fellowship
Group

The next meeting of the

Saturday Morning Men’s

Fellowship Group is No-
vember 14, from 7:30 am — 8:30 am in the mu-
seumroom. The class is discussing Following
Jesus in a Culture of Fear by Scott Bader-Sayer.

This book examines the fear that pervades our
world and is permeated through politics, market-
ing, news programming and popular culture. It
draws on Christian Scripture and practices of
hospitality, generosity and peacefulness as bold
means to counter this fear and the harm it does
to our moral lives. Adult men of all ages are wel-

come. If you have any questions, please contact
Bob Moreschi at bimoreschi@embargmail.com or
463-6984.

November Food
of the Month,
Donated to the
RARA Food Pantry:

Cereal/Potato Flakes

Please leave the food in boxes in
the front hallway outside of the church office.

: Going Green???
If you are ready to discontinue receiving the paper :
:copy of the church newsletter by snail mail due to :
:its availability on the website, please let Lila in the :
: church office know to remove your name from
‘that mailing list. When the newsletter is published :
:on the website, Lila will send a blanket email to
:those who have elected to read the newsletter in

: this manner to alert those folks of its availability.
: Then you will be able to print just those pages you :
:wish to have a paper copy of rather than the full  :
:issue. We will continue to send paper copies to
‘those who wish to receive the information in the

- traditional form!



From the Noel Library.....

In this season of Thanksgiving, it is
especially important that we incarnate
principals and ideals into concrete action.
Several books new to the Noel Library
can help us do this.

Practicing Our _Faith, edited by
Dorothy C. Bass and subtitled, A Way of
Life for a Searching People, seeks to
take our faith out of the realm of theory
and ground it in twelve Christian activi-
ties. The corresponding chapters are en-
titted, Honoring the Body, Hospitality,
Household Economics, Saying Yes and
Saying No, Keeping Sabbath, Testimony,
Discernment, Shaping Communities, For-
giveness, Healing, Dying Well and Sing-
ing our Lives. An introductory chapter
headed Times of Yearning, Practices of
Faith puts the reader into the shoes of a
forty-year-old woman who signs, “I never
thought I'd be living this way. Somehow |
imagined that life would be simpler.” Too
few of her evenings include nourishing
suppers shared with loved ones; too
many are given over the demands of
paid work or housework, or lost to worry
and exhaustion. She believes in a good
education for her children, but has
learned the hard way that showing up at
a PTA meeting probably means getting
stuck with a fund raising assignment.
She, like the rest of us, wants to under-
stand what “too much to do” adds up to.
The rest of the book addressed this
yearning. It is an invitation from frag-
mentation to wholeness.

In his recently published book If
Not Me, Then Who? Cabell Brand ad-
dresses the issues of poverty, economic
opportunity, education, health care, envi-
ronment, racial justice, and peace issues,
inviting his readers to join him in “thinking
globally and acting locally.” The book

should have local appeal, as the eighty-
five year old author, a graduate of VMI,
includes in his examples of how one can
participate in the Shepherd Program on
Poverty and Human Capability at W&L,
directed by Dr. Harlan Beckley, who
wrote the book’s introduction. Among
the many organizations that Cabell
Brand is himself responsible for is TAP
(Total Action against Poverty in The
Roanoke Valley.) Anyone who finishes
this book will find himself breathless as
he considers the many ways in which
the author has contributed to mankind’s
welfare.

We cannot, however, just jump in
and commit beneficial acts. We must
also take into consideration the culture
of the people we desire to help. Three
Cups of Tea describes the challenge
met by mountaineer Greg Mortenson in
the Taliban’s backyard of Pakistan and
Afghanistan. Lured to the area by his
desire to climb the peak known as “K2",
he discovered an even greater chal-
lenge: the need for schools there, espe-
cially for girls. Returning to the U.S., he
set about raising the necessary funds,
and by the time this book was written,
he had built 55 schools. The title refers
to the way one conducts business in
that area. “We drink three cups of tea to
do business; the first you are a stranger,
the second you become a friend, and
the third, you join our family, and for our
family we are prepared to do anything —
even die.” Many of us feel somewhat
paralyzed as we consider the problems
the world faces today and our impo-
tence to address them in any meaning-
ful way. Reading this book and follow-
ing the suggestions on how to help (pg.
337) can mobilize us into action.




News About Our Youth!

SPYCE Middle School Rally

Four youth and one adult went to Massanetta Springs for the SPCYE Middle School

Rally on September 27. Those youth attending were Lucas Bergmann, Patrick Hennis,

Connor Kroll, and Harrison Mines. Jane Horton was the adult leader. The Rally was :

planned by the senior high youth that make up the Shenandoah Presbytery Youth Coun-

i cil Extraordinaire. The middle school students participated in worship, music, energizers,

éand recreational activities. The theme of the rally was “We're all in this together,” and the scripture reading

:was | Corinthians 12: 5

: You can easily enough see how this kind of thing works by looking no further than your own body. :
Your body has many parts — limbs, organs, cells — but no matter how many parts you can name, you're |
still one body. It's exactly the same with Christ. By means of his one Spirit, we all said good-bye to our
partial and piecemeal lives. We each used to independently call our own shots, but then we entered

: into a large and integrated life in which he has the final say in everything.

: Youth Parent Luncheon

: A youth parent luncheon was held to discuss building our youth program. Topics included ways to make

Eyouth group a priority in our busy schedules, making a commitment to the program as a family, modes of

:communication, and different program styles. Thank you to all the parents and youth who attended. A

i strong youth program is not possible without the support of parents, so parental involvement in the pro-

:gram is greatly appreciated.

: Lex Pres Youth on Facebook

Please join our facebook group, Lexington Presbyterian Church Youth. Joining this group will allow you to

§fo||ow our youth schedule, make comments about the group or events, post pictures, and send out event

invitations! Please join the group, and invite your friends to join as well.

November Activities!

Sunday, Nov. 1- 5:00pm-7:00pm__- Evensong at R.E. Lee Church .

Come to R.E. Lee Church to participate in a unique worship experience.

This evening prayer service is one of the oldest services of the Christian

church, and is still a part of the worship of the Presbyterian Church today!

The service consists of a short liturgy of spoken verses and responses,
scriptures, and prayers. Portions of the service will be sung or chanted, and a few congre-
gational hymns and choir anthems will be added. Dinner and fellowship afterwards!
Friday, Nov. 6 and Saturday, Nov. 7- 7:00pm-9:00a__m - Lock-In! At 7:00pm, we will
meet at RCHS for the last football game of the season. Afterwards, we will join other youth
at Lexington Baptist Church for an after-party! Following the after-party, we will end at

November
Youth

Birthdays Murray Hall for a night of fun! Bring friends, but remember: Health forms and permission

slips are required for everyone. Come for part of the night or the whole night! RSVP to
4- Catalena : Diana if you and your friends would like to attend.
Bent Sunday, Nov. 15- 6:00pm-7:30pm__- Study of Other Religions in Westfel. We will be con-
tinuing our discussion of other religions with dinner, fellowship, and discussion. This
6- Shane month, we will explore the similarities and differences between Christianity and Hinduism.
Joynes Sunday, Nov. 22- 6:00pm-7:30pm__- Discussion of ‘The Ultimate Gift" in Westfel. We will
eat dinner and discuss the film we watched last month, ‘The Ultimate Gift.” Do not worry if
. you missed the film viewing last month: we will show clips of the film before we discuss
15- Maddie them.
Haywood Sunday, Nov. 29 -No Youth Group. _Have a Happy Thanksgiving! Instead of youth
group, come to the Advent Soup Dinner on Thursday, Dec. 3, which is open to the whole
congregation.




Adult Advent Classes Offered

The Adult Subcommittee is offering a series of classes during Advent. The classes will be held on
four Sundays beginning November 29 with a pot luck supper at 5:00 pm in the Museum followed by
the study. The four sessions will be led, respectively, by Nancy Whiteley, Bill Klein, Julie
Hollingsworth and Malcolm Brownlee. We hope you will join us to delve deeper into the meaning of
Advent.

Advent Soup Dinner

Come join us for a soup dinner on Thursday, December 3 at 5:45 pm to mark the beginning of Advent.
We are planning to have a brief program provided by our children and youth to help us enter into this
season of waiting, hoping, and dreaming. Let us prepare together to welcome Emmanuel—God with
us.

Christmas Pageant

The Christmas Pageant this year will be on December 13 during the 11:00 am worship service. There
will be only one worship service that day. If your children and youth are interested in participating,
please let Olivia know by November 15. There will only be a few rehearsals (a schedule will soon be
available,) and scripts will be available before the first rehearsal so that readers can become familiar
with the material and Scripture readings. We will need some adults to help us with rehearsals, cos-
tuming and music. Please let Olivia know if you are available to assist both before and the day of the

pageant.

Costumes
If you can help make some new costumes, please get in touch with Olivia soon. We would like to
weed out some old ones and create some new looks. Thank you!

New Adult Classes Begin December 13

Two new classes will begin the winter quarter of adult classes on December 13 and continue
through March 7. Please consider the following for your educational needs.

THE MISSIONAL CHURCH

Taught by Malcolm Brownlee
Two quotations sum up the spirit of this class: “A
church exists for mission as fire exists for burn-
ing” (Emil Brunner) and “You are now entering
the mission field” (signs above the exit doors in
the educational building of Lexington Presbyte-
rian Church). We will look at local, national and
international mission. Some subjects we will
consider are: changing paradigms in under-
standing mission, the USA as a mission field,
Christ and the religions of the world, the congre-
gation as an alternative community, the why and
how of evangelism, partnership (the way the
Presbyterian Church USA does global mission),
Christianity in Asia, Africa and South America;
congregational transformation and Lexington
Presbyterian Church as a missional church.
Handouts related to these subjects will be avail-
able for those who wish to read them.

An Altar in the World: A Geography of Faith

by Barbara Brown Taylor

Taught by Deb Klein

In this newest book by Barbara Brown Taylor, an
Episcopal priest, professor of Religion, and author,
she writes about faith practices—things we do in the
world for the sake of God’s beauty, justice and love.
Taylor particularly directs the reader to practices that
frame everyday human experience. The twelve
chapters explore the potentially sacred meaning of
simple daily activities and conditions, like walking,
paying attention, saying no to work one Sabbath
each week. Taylor sees the holy in everything and
everywhere, not just in church, but walking down a
moonlit path or talking with the cashier at the grocery
store. Reviews have called this book “the most com-
pletely beautiful book in religion” and described it as
“gentle, humbly crafted, lyrical and deeply wise.”
This class will explore Taylor's book and ways in
which they can deepen their own faith practices.
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Heads Up! Festival of Faith 2010

Our Festival of Faith will be Sunday, February 21 and Mon-

day, February 22 this winter. Bernard Bangley has graciously

accepted our invitation to be our guest preacher and speaker.
The theme will be “Knowing the Unknowable: Deepening Our Private Devotional Life.” Dr.
Bangley will draw upon treasured classics of Christian spirituality, as he leads us to seek an
honest, healthy strengthening of our personal relationship with God. He will place particular
focus on Introduction to the Devout Life by Francis de Sales and The Cloud of Unknowing,
and share insights from the growing list of classic books he has gently modernized for con-
temporary Christians.

Do you know a mother who could use a daily dose of spiritual wis-
dom? Hannah Circle has some extra copies of the book
Daily Wisdom for Mothers: A 365-Day Devotional by Michelle Medlock Ad-
ams. This book consists of one page per day devotions that are described
as “brief, relevant, biblical, often humorous devotions” which are “by a mom
for moms, especially those with children still in the home. Organized into
monthly themes such as worry, unconditional love, discipline, thankfulness,
and praying, Daily Wisdom for Mothers will provide biblical insight and en-
couragement for doing your vital job every day — and help you to be the best mom you can be!”
If you are interested in a copy of this book for $4.50 (list price is $7.95) please contact
Linda Moreschi at bimoreschi@embargmail.com or 463-6984.

AS WINTER CLOSES IN ON US, THINK SUMMER and MONTREA T!!
Submitted by Deb Klein

For a number of years Bill and | have hoped that members of our church would dis-
cover the joys of Montreat . This past summer it happened. With the stimulus of housing paid
for by the Worship Committee , (and Barbara Winfrey’s enthusiasm) Bill and I, along with Ibis
Chambers, Nancy Whiteley, Lorri Dawes, Sandy Nye and Frank and Sandy Harrelson ven-
tured to Montreat* to spend a week together in a charming residence and to participate in the
Worship and Music Conference.

Highlights for me personally were - sharing evening meals with our group that we took
turns preparing, relaxed time together in the rocking chairs on the front porch, and worshiping
in Anderson Auditorium with nearly two thousand fellow worshipers. But by far the most excit-
ing, most rewarding and awe inspiring was to be a part of a 700 member choir. We rehearsed
twice a day for about an hour. We learned music that was used in worship services throughout
the week and performed at a concert the closing night of the conference. To sing praises to
God in the company of so many voices was akin to joining the choirs of heaven while still on
earth. For that great joy | am grateful and Bill and | are already looking forward to singing in
the choir at next year’'s Worship and Music Conference.  As winter closes in on us, begin to
think of summer and make plans to experience Montreat!

*A Presbyterian Retreat center in the mountains near Ashville, NC. This conference
will be June 20-26, 2010; find more information about the center at www.montreat.org.

As the Winfreys say, Montreat is “a magical place”. | know it was for the group that was so
blessed to go last June. It is good for LPC to continue the tradition as people of the church
need a place to hold a retreat, for the “church” comes back refreshed, charged with new ideas
and ready to give back. Consider going if you wish to return changed , set to serve.

Sandy Harrelson




The Lexington Presbyterian Church

Session “At Work”

DATA:
Congregational death—-Judy Halseth (9/18)
Membership on 10/6/09—-603

SESSION COMMITTEE BUSINESS

Christian Education

- Reorganizing the children’s subcommittee
Working on subcommittee responsibilities
Advent Class: Nov. 29-Dec. 20
Officer training Oct. 11, 18, 25, & Nov. 1
Explore Class taking place now
Youth and parent luncheon on 10/11
McLaren event for session on Nov. 3
Approved Quida Goehring and Pree Ray to
teach preschool Sunday School class

Congregational Life
Advent Soup Supper-Dec. 3
Joy Luncheon-Dec. 20

Financial Management

- Adjustment of endowment spending formula
December session meeting will be moved to
Dec. 8 so budget can be finalized.
Stewardship Dedication Sunday—Nov. 8

Qutreach
Barritt fund expenses are up this year

Mentoring team has purchased a van for the

family

Nov. 12—congregational dinner for Rock-
bridge Haiti Medical Alliance
Commissioning folks going to Haiti Medical
Mission Trip on Oct. 18

Kirk Ogden preached Oct. 4

Personnel
Staff evaluations are taking place now
The Employee Bonus Program did not pass
in its present wording—-tied vote. Will re-
visit the policy next month.

Planning

- Added a new segment to the Integrated Plan for
the renovations: Financing
Communications Committee has updated the
Time and Talent sheets
The Youth will be included in this Stewardship
season pledge process

Property

- Handicap parking designation on Randolph
Street was added.
Shrubbery at handicap ramp is complete
Air conditioning work at the manse
Concerns from the Fire Marshall included book-
cases in the hallway, basement clean-up, and
McCorkle’s office
Polyurethane peeling on the sanctuary floor
Boy Scout Troop 5 will begin using WestFel

Worship
Necrology set for Nov. 1
Evensong at RELee Church on Nov. 1, 5:00 pm
Lessons and Carols—Dec. 20
Updated on Elder visitations

Task Force for Murray Hall Renovations
Update

Task Force Capital Campaign

Developed color renderings of renovations

2/3 of session members have pledged including
one former session member family

Discussed “Emergent Church notes” to explore our
calling.

Major Report by Financial Management Com-
mittee (pg. 10)

Session travels to Staunton for McLaren event:
Nov. 3, 4:30-9:00 p.m.

Next Admin. Council Meeting: Nov. 4, 4:30 p.m.

Next Session Meeting: Nov. 10, 2009, 7:30 p.m.

Dec. Session Meeting: Dec. 8, 2009, 7:30 p.m.




FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
ANNUAL REPORT TO SESSION—OCTOBER 6, 2009

FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

Randy Shomo, Chair David Dugan
Reed Beldon, Vice Chair David Hawkins
Rae Carpenter, Treasurer Bob Irons

Ed Claiborn Bob Moreschi

Frank Correll

The Financial Management Committee is responsible for overseeing the receiving, accounting proce-

dures, and investing of all funds of the church. We continue to live in challenging times financially. We

followed a tough 2008 with even tougher times in the beginning of 2009. The Finance Committee met
often in 2009 to discuss strategies for the short and long term.

OPERATING BUDGET

The Financial Management Committee met on September 29, 2009 to consider the 2010 Oper-
ating Fund Church Budget. That budget is under study by the entire Session. The budget is presented
in comparison to the adopted budget for 2009, year to date financial statement activity through Septem-
ber 31, 2009 and actual activity for the years 2003 to 2008.

The Financial Management Committee would like to thank all the Church Committees who this
year provided 100% participation in the assembly of this budget. The Finance Committee appreciates
the conservative requests that were made given our challenging financial environment.

In its evaluation of the budget, the Financial Management Committee calls particular attention of
the Session to the following items:

1. The Financial Management Committee recommends a temporary change in the investment income
spending formula for 2010 from 8% to 4% due primarily to the declines in our investment portfolio.
Both 2008 and 2009 years have been extremely painful to our endowed funds. Our spending pol-
icy will be reevaluated and reviewed at each Financial Management meeting. Our committee is
recommending that the Operating Fund (which is not an endowment) be drawn down to supple-
ment the KAT Fund by $1000.00 restoring it to the 2009 level and the Scholarship Fund by
$1000.00 restoring it to the 2006 level before the Hintze gifts. This places the Operating Contin-
gency Fund in the role of a rainy day fund.

2. The Personnel Committee recommends a 1% salary increase for all staff to be effective on
January 1, 2010. The Financial Management Committee accepted this recommendation. This
increase is included in the 2010 Challenge Budget.

3. The Financial Management Committee recommends a hiring freeze of any new employees until
pledging increases substantially. Bob Moreschi, Personnel Chair and Finance Committee Member
has noted that salaries have taken a larger and larger share of total pledging over the last 5 years.

4. Stewardship Campaign: Pledge cards, Time and Talent Sheets, and a Membership appeal will be

mailed the week of October 12". By recommendation of the Planning Committee and new to the
Stewardship Campaign this year will be a Time and Talent sheet and pledge card for the youth of
our Church. Financial Management was very pleased with this addition and will lend our support.
We feel this will allow opportunities for the youth to be more active in their participation at LPC.

The Finance Committee will present a Life of the Church report on Sunday October 11, 2009.
The November newsletter will announce November 8, 2009 as Dedication Sunday. A request will be
made that all cards be returned by October 30, 2009. The Finance Committee will meet on December
1, 2009 to make any adjustments that may prove necessary to the budget.

ACTION

The Financial Management Committee presents the proposed 2010 budget to the Session seeking ap-

proval to use this plan in connection with the Annual Stewardship Campaign. The final 2010 budget

will be presented by the Financial Management Committee to the Session for formal adoption at the

December 8, 2009 meeting.
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Women of the Church
Western State Hospital has asked for Men’s Gloves as gifts for their
residents this year. You will find a collection box for these in the PW corner.
These are needed before the end of November as they must be delivered
the first week of December.
PW will keep tradition by collecting winter outerwear for the Roanoke
Shelter again this year. You will see the clothes line in Murray Hall from
Thanksgiving through the end of the year. Boxes will be placed in the PW corner for bulkier
items (coats, sweaters, sweat shirts, etc. in good condition). Since we’ve learned that Shelter
Management may like to use some of the lovely hand knit scarves and hats made by many of
you for gift giving to shelter residents, we may be delivering these particular items before
Christmas this year.

Leah’s Circle will be hosting a Holiday Tea on December 1. Invite your friends as this
is a lovely way to prepare for and enjoy the holiday season! Donations received during the tea
support missions.

The next Coordinating Team meeting is Thursday, Dec. 3, at 9:45 a.m.

Best wishes for a Blessed Thanksgiving
Mary Ann Bowden. PW Moderator

All circle members are reminded that our Thank Offering will be received in November. Your
circle treasurer will have envelopes for your use. Information about where your offering will go
is available on the bulletin board in the Presbyterian Women'’s Corner. If you intend to do-
nate cards to be given to Western State Hospital, please leave them by November 15 on top of
the boxes in the Presbyterian Women'’s Corner.

Helping Hands
We will be meeting on November 2nd from 10:00 to 2:00 in Westfel
Lounge. Bring a sandwich if you can stay for lunch.

Our stuffing of animals, cutting out new items, and sewing of receiving

blankets, baby gowns, and the animals continues.

Church World Service will not accept used sheets in the future. They
will accept new-single or double-flat or fitted, however. They ask for new blankets and money
for buying such items as bicycles and nurses uniforms. These items allow people to get jobs
and travel to work. Checks can be made out to Lexington Presbyterian and noted on the
memo line-Church World Service.

For our sewing projects we can always use light weight cotton and flannel fabric, white
thread, any color bias tape, and sport weight yarn for baby hats.

There will not be a meeting in December but we will start up again on January 4th. If
you have any questions please call Ellen Smith at 464-5141.
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MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE

...and with gratitude in your hearts, sing psalms, hymns, and spiri-
tual songs to God. (Colossians 3:16)

Since our return to choir activity in September, our choirs for young

people have had a happy and successful fall. You have heard the
Junior Choir (grades 2-5), and the Alleluia Singers (age 4 through grade 1) sing in
worship. Our rehearsals are full of good fellowship, and a lot of learning — about music
and about our faith and how we put it into practice in worship.

Each of these choirs will continue to participate in worship on a regular basis,
and we are planning field trips and other fun activities for the weeks and months ahead.
Singing in choir gives our children a wonderful opportunity to grow in the faith — some-
thing the congregation promises to support every time a child is baptized. Please re-
member these promises, and help us to bring even more of our young people into ac-
tive participation in the worship and fellowship of the church through our choirs. | wel-
come them at rehearsals (Junior Choir: Thursdays at 3:15 p.m.; Alleluias: Sundays at
9:15 a.m.).

Our handbell choirs, the Lam Choir and the Lam Teen Tinnabulators , have re-
sumed regular participation in worship as well, and they have many opportunities, both
in worship and in other programs, in the weeks ahead. Please contact Ruth Floyd
(463-5200) if you would like to learn more about them. The choirs can always use sub-
stitutes (-and it's a good way to learn!). There are still some vacancies in the Lam
Teens!! The Friday Morning (10:00 a.m.) Ringers welcome interested participants at
any time. Please contact Marjorie Phillips (463-5409) for more information.

| remain grateful to the members of our Adult Choir , who turn out week in, week
out to prepare and offer musical leadership of our worship. Many of you have ex-
pressed to me your appreciation of the choir’s singing, and | hope you have shared your
words of support with the singers as well. NOW, as we begin work of music for Advent
and Christmas (notably the Service of Lessons and Carols on December 20), is a
WONDERFUL time for any interested singers to join the choir! Come sing with us on
Thursday evenings at 7:30 and be a part of our fellowship.

-William McCorkle

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkhkkkk

ALL SAINTS CHORAL EVENSONG SERVICE ON NOVEMBER 1
On Sunday, November 1, All Saints’ Day, at 5:00 p.m., the Adult and Children’s
Choirs of Lexington Presbyterian and R. E. Lee Memorial churches, under the direction of Wil-
liam McCorkle and Daniel Brinson, will offer an evensong service at R. E. Lee church. This
service continues our collaborative All Saints’ and Ascension Day services of last year. The
evensong is a service of evening prayer, with sung sentences and hymns and with musical of-
ferings by the choirs.
Plan now to be a part of this special service.
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