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LPC NEWSLETTER 
 
Lexington Presbyterian Church                                            October 2009 

Notes from the Clergy…  
 Deb and I spent the last week of July at 
Ghost Ranch, a Presbyterian Church (USA) 
camp and conference center located in the 
community of Abiquiu, 65 miles northwest of 
Santa Fe off of U.S. 84.  The 21,000 acres 
that comprise Ghost Ranch are situated in 
the high desert at an elevation of 6500 feet.  
Many of the hiking trails lead through treach-
erous country to 7000 foot buttes.  If you 
were plopped down on some of these buttes 
you might think you were on the surface of 
the moon. 
 We were situated in a small adobe 
house on the property about 2½ miles from 
Ghost Ranch proper.  The adobe housed 13 
persons.  Instructional time with our four pro-
gram leaders took place in the patio in the 
middle of the three-sided adobe giving us a 
staggeringly beautiful view toward the south-
west.  Getting to the dining hall required 
catching a ride on the camp van or hoofing 
it.  Deb and I often hoofed it one or both 
ways.  The scenery along that 2½ mile road 
was stark and spectacular.  The road led us 
by one of Georgia O’Keeffe’s homes – and 
so many of the natural wonders she painted.  
We delighted in being able to identify this  

 
and what she captured on canvas.  
 There is something about such a fierce 
landscape that is awesome.  Since returning 
to the mountains of Virginia in August 1995, I 
have never grown tired of the natural beauty 
offered by Rockbridge County.  The beauty 
that surrounds Ghost Ranch is breathtaking, 
too…but its effect is very different.  The air is 
dry and much thinner.  The horizon is far 
wider. One evening we sat on the patio and 
watched three separate storms at once.  It 
was a light show like no other.   
 As you make plans now for next Sum-
mer, think about visiting Ghost Ranch for a 
conference…or Montreat near Ashville, NC.  
The programs offered at both sites are top 
quality.  Deb and I thoroughly enjoyed the 
Music and Worship Conference at Montreat 
in June.  The programs are wonderful.  The 
people you meet help you to be better fol-
lowers of our Lord.  And the natural beauty 
taps into and awakens what I can only de-
scribe as a spirit of gratitude. 

 .   
  L'Chiam (To Life),         �
                                     ����                      �

Kirk Ogden  will be 
preaching Sunday, Oc-
tober 4 .  For a number 
of years, Lexington 
Presbyterian has sup-

ported Kirk and his wife Emily in their 
missionary work related to South 
American Missions (SAM).  They are 
now living in Fort Mill, SC where he  
serves as the director of SAM.  Emily 
is the daughter of Mary and David 
Dugan. Make plans to welcome Kirk 
on Sunday, October 4. 

Seeing is Believing �

 Bill Klein will spend some time during October 
preaching about faith and action .  He is convinced that 
for too many people in our day faith amounts to what 
one thinks – that for too many people faith begins and 
ends with doctrines and dogmas.  What we think is im-
portant and helps focus who we are and what we do.  
But faith is most importantly incarnational – which is to 
say, it involves flesh and blood.  It involves being the 
human face of God to people.  It involves one’s hands 
and feet.  The sermons for three Sundays in October 
will be taken up with exploring incarnational faith. 
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Alcoholics Anonymous Meetings  
Alcoholics Anonymous has proven to be a 
life-giving tool to many folks seeking to 
manage alcohol addiction. But in order for 
AA to be useful, people must be self-
reflective enough to know when they have a 
problem with alcohol.  If you would like the 
support an AA group can provide, you are 
welcome to attend one of many meetings 
that occur at RE Lee Episcopal Church.  AA 
meets: 
Sundays: 6:30 PM (women only)             
Tuesdays: 8:00 PM (closed meeting) 
Wednesdays: noon (open meeting) & 
                        8:00 PM (closed meeting) 
Fridays:  8:00 PM (open meeting) 
Saturdays: 10:00 AM (open meeting) 
  8:00 PM (closed meeting) 
Sundays at the hospital at 8:00 PM (open 
meeting) 
All meetings are non-smoking meetings. 
Call 463-3411 for more information.  

�
Preaching Schedule for October 

 
October 4  27 th Sunday in Ordinary Time                                  Preacher:  Kirk Ogden 
 
October 11  28 th Sunday in Ordinary Time                             Preacher: William M. Klein 
   Texts:  Psalm 24:7-10                               Sermon: Don’t Open That Door 
 
October 18  29 th Sunday in Ordinary Time                             Preacher: William M. Klein 
   Texts:  Psalm 139                                       Sermon: Is This Love I’m Feeling 
 
October 25  30th Sunday in Ordinary Time                            Preacher: William M. Klein 
   Texts:  Ps. 51:6-12, 1 Cor. 1:18-31             Sermon: If It’s Good For God 
�

 
News Items for the  

November 2009  
Newsletter  

 
 
People like to know what is going on in 
the church.  Write an article for the 
newsletter and share the information.  
Please email to Mary Atthowe at 
<matthowe@rockbridge.net> by Octo-
ber 15th in Word format please, or leave 
your information in the church office. 

                          To Trey Tilson 
                                       (his mother)  
 
                                    To the family o f 
                                      Judy Halseth 

 
Congratulations to  

Virginia Page 
and 

Aaron Trovato 
who were united in marriage 

on September 12. 
Virginia is the daughter of 
Jack and Margie Page 

Explore Class (New Members) �
Beginning Sunday, October 11, a 

new Explore Class  will begin.  This class 
will meet for three sessions to do just what 
the name implies, explore.  We will spend 
some time considering what it means to be 
Christian, what it means to be a Presbyte-
rian Christian, and finally what it means to 
be a member of the Lexington Presbyterian Church. This 
class is truly an occasion to explore.  When the classes are 
concluded the hope is that you will choose to join this 
church...but that is not a foregone conclusion.   

The three classes will be led by Bill Klein and will be 
held three Sunday mornings (October 11, 18, and 25), in 
Room 158 (located in the museum room across from the 
church kitchen).  Each class will meet during the regular 
church school hour (from 9:45 AM until 10:45 AM).  Child-
care is available.  Everyone who is interested is encouraged 
to attend.�
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CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 
 
 The House Church groups are formed, and the group leaders 
have greeted each person in their respective groups.  It seems every-
thing is ready to begin the fall season of the 2009-2010 House Church.  
If you have been away or have just decided to try House Church, it 
isn't too late.  Call me at 463-5446, or Lila in the church office.  You 
may also email me at shirrose@earthlink.net. 
 On October 4, our congregation will have the opportunity to 

greet one of our missionaries, Kirk Ogden, at a lunch following the Sunday Service.   
Kirk, the son-in-law of David and Mary Dugan, will be the guest preacher that day.  All are in-
vited to join us for lunch.  You need only to bring a covered dish for the pot luck lunch.  Come 
join us for lunch and say hello to Kirk and his wife, Emily, and their children. 
 Our church will be joined by St . Patricks Catholic Church on November 12, for a cele-
bration and dinner honoring the participants of the Haiti Medical Alliance.  Cost of the meal is 
free, however, we will need to have a good count of people who will attend.  So we ask that you 
sign up on the sheets provided for this which will be in Murray Hall outside the office and across 
from Dunlap.  Watch for more information on this later and also elsewhere in the newsletter. 
                                                   Shirl ey Claiborn  
                                                                                                        Chair Congregational Life 

HAITI MINISTRY 
Medical Mission Trip—October 23-31, 2009 and March 19-27, 2010 

by the Rockbridge-Haiti Medical Alliance Foundation 
Interested in hearing about our Foundation or in helping to support us in many 
ways?  Please contact us at <Rockbridge-Haiti@hughes.net>.  Our web site is 
up now so please visit us at Rockbridge-HaitiMedicalAlliance.org. 

                                                        Dr. Walter Kerschl, Founder and Chairman, RHMA 

Habitat for Humanity Disciples Build  
Volunteers needed for Habitat Disciples Build beginning in mid-October . 

Lexington Presbyterian Church is joining with Rockbridge Area Habitat for Hu-
manity and a number of other local churches for a Disciples Build project start-
ing in mid-October (note the date change from earlier newsletters). We will be 
building a house on Smith Hollow Road in Collierstown for the Zollman family. 

Our church’s effort is being coordinated by Mac Baker. He is seeking adult vol-
unteers (youths age 16 to 18 are also welcome but may not use power tools). Our work day is 
Saturday mornings from 8:30 – 12:15 beginning in mid-October , and continuing through the 
end of the year. If you can help on one or more Saturdays, please contact Mac at 463-9563 or 
bakerjm@vmi.edu. No experience is necessary! Habitat supplies all tools and building materials, 
and a construction supervisor is always present to provide instruction. 

Additional funds are also needed and checks made payable to Lexington Presbyterian Church 
would be welcome. Please indicate on the check that it is for the Habitat Disciples Build. 

Prayerfully consider becoming involved as a volunteer in this Disciples Build and put your faith 
into action in our community. 
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www.lexpres.org  
 The LPC website allows you the op-
portunity to view all programs offered by the 
church:  Worship, Sermons, Christian Edu-
cation, Calendar, Monthly Newsletters, Up-
coming Events, Music, Educational Grants 
and opportunities to become more involved.  
Be sure to visit other sections of the website 
to learn more about the exciting events 
planned for LPC. 
 It’s a great way to stay informed of 
the unique worship experiences awaiting 
you at Lexington Presbyterian Church.   

Coffee 
 Fellowship  

 
Thanks to the 
folks who host the 
coffee  fellowship 
following our 
11:00 service.  
This is a special 
time of fellowship 
for both members 
and guests.  We 

meet in Dunlap Auditorium after the service.   
Hosts for October are: 
 
· Oct. 4—No coffee/church luncheon 
· Oct. 11—Ab & Ellen Smith 
· Oct. 18—Herb & Doris Abraham 
· Oct. 25—Dennis & Barbara Dixon 
 

Men’s Saturday  
Fellowship 

Group  
The next meeting of the 
Saturday Morning Men’s 
Fellowship Group is Oc-

tober 10, from 7:30 am – 8:30 am in the museum 
room.    The class is discussing Following Jesus 
in a Culture of Fear  by Scott Bader-Sayer.  This 
book examines the fear that pervades our world 
and is permeated through politics, marketing, 
news programming  and popular culture.  It draws 
on Christian Scripture and practices of hospitality, 
generosity and peacefulness as bold means to 
counter this fear and the harm it does to our 
moral lives.   Adult men of all ages are welcome.   
If you have any questions, please contact Bob 
Moreschi at blmoreschi@embarqmail.com or 
463-6984. 

October Food  
of the Month, 

Donated to the 
RARA Food Pantry: 

 
Canned Meats 

 
Please leave the food in boxes in 

the front hallway outside of the church office. 

Going Green???  
If you are ready to discontinue receiving the paper 
copy of the church newsletter by snail mail due to 
its availability on the website, please let Lila in the 
church office know to remove your name from 
that mailing list.  When the newsletter is published 
on the website, Lila will send a blanket email to 
those who have elected to read the newsletter in 
this manner to alert those folks of its availability.  
Then you will be able to print just those pages you 
wish to have a paper copy of rather than the full 
issue.   We will continue to send paper copies to 
those who wish to receive the information in the 
traditional form!  

Please notify lrogers@lexpres.org 
when you have a change of mail-
ing and/or e-mail address. Thanks! 
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From the Noel Library…..  
  
 The Noel Library already has sev-
eral novels by Anne Tyler, but the librar-
ian’s favorite is our latest addition, A 
Patchwork Planet.  Barnaby is a young 
man with a checkered past who is trying 
hard to find himself and be his own per-
son - not an easy task, given the parents 
he has. (“Just because we were related 
didn’t mean we were any good at under-
standing each other”, says Barnaby.) He 
has hired himself out to a small business 
known as Rent a Back, which exists for 
the purpose of assisting its clients 
(mostly elderly) with household tasks that 
require a bit of muscle.  This takes him 
into a variety of homes and situations 
which together form a sort of crazy quilt 
that warms and delights, even as the 
story encourages the reader’s own intro-
spection.  As the novel progresses, it 
dawns on Barnaby that, for many of his 
clients, service people are the only mem-
bers of the human race they encounter. 
 
 Home, a sequel to Gilead * by 
Marilynne Robinson, is a book so beauti-
fully crafted that one trips on the first 
paragraph, re-reads it, and then finds the 
whole process repeating with each turn 
of the page.  This author has the un-
canny ability to take us into situations 
that may not exactly parallel our own, but 
which arouse such half-buried recollec-
tions and hopes, that kinship with the 
protagonists seems immediate.  A less 
skilled writer might prompt us to ask our-
selves, “What is she on about now?”  But 
her combination of insight and wisdom, 
however understated, leaves no doubt 
that we belong to the same race of man 
as do Jack, Gloria, and their father. 
 

 
 

 We first became aware of the 
Boughton family in Gilead, which fea-
tured the Ames family.  The fathers in 
both novels are elderly ministers; each is 
the other’s best friend.  While the chief 
concern of the Rev. Ames, who married 
late in life, is that  at death he will leave a 
son too young to really remember him, 
Boughton’s focus is on the black sheep 
of the family, gone and, until now, not 
heard from for the past twenty years.  
Jack appears not long after the arrival of 
Gloria, the youngest of Boughton’s eight 
children.  

 
 This book reminds the librarian of 
the line from the poem The Hired Man by 
 Robert Frost, “Home is the place where, 
when you have to go there, they have to 
take you in” --except that in this case the 
father is eager to receive his son, even 
as he realizes that Jack remains as 
much a sad mystery to him as ever.  
Gloria’s presence enables the house to 
still bear the semblance of a home, as 
she feeds and listens to both men, de-
spite her own sense of failure. 

 
 How can such a novel be uplifting?  
The librarian can’t answer that question; 
but she hopes that you will read it for 
yourself, and find it to be so. 

 
 

*Gilead was reviewed in Jan.‘06. All library 
columns, from September ‘96 to the present, 
can be found in a black notebook on a shelf 
of the display cart as you enter the library.  
Exception: this month we are featuring this 
material in a white notebook on the hall table 
display, to better acquaint you with it.        
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News About Our Youth!  

 
Rally Day  
Sunday School classes started back, and Rally Day was a success! We had 
a great group of middle and high school students who came to the Rally 
Day fellowship event and started Sunday School with a bang! Thank you to 
all the youth who came, and we look forward to seeing you in class this 
year. The theme of the rally was based on a translation of Genesis 1 by J. 
Philip Newell : “The earth is yours and you are the earth’s, the seeds, the 
seas, the creatures, everything that has breath and every plant that grows. 
Be strong in my likeness and guard the unity of life.” 

 
 
Attention Youth Parents  
Our goal is to provide the youth with a supportive, enjoyable environment where they feel comfortable 
growing spiritually. To accomplish our goal, we need your help. Please encourage your youth to come to 
Sunday School and Youth Group events whenever they can. Our youth are very busy and involved in a 
wide variety of after-school activities which may hinder them from coming to youth events. However, often 
the times we are busiest are the times when we need God the most. Everyone is welcome at our events, 
so please encourage your youth and their friends to join us. Also, we need parents who can chaperone or 
provide meals for Youth Group. Chaperoning and providing simple meals do not take a lot of effort, but the 
youth really appreciate your contributions. With your support we can create a great group that all of the 
youth can enjoy and appreciate. 

 
October  
Youth  

Birthdays  
 

14—Wil 
Friedman 

 
21—Zev 
Smith 

 
27—Kurt 

West 
 
 

October Activities!  
 
· Sunday, October 4- 2:00pm-3:30pm – Volunteer at the  SPCA.  
We will be volunteering at the Rockbridge SPCA where we will take 
dogs on walks and care for the other animals. Volunteering at the 
SPCA is a very fun event for us humans, as well as the animals! 
Please wear closed toe shoes and long pants. 
 

· Sunday, October 11- 6:00pm-8:00pm – Movie Night!  We will enjoy dinner and 
view “The Ultimate Gift.” This movie is about a man’s self-discovery when he must 
decide whether money or happiness is more important in his life. 

 
· Sunday, October 18- 6:00pm – 7:30pm  – Youth Group on Other Religions . 

Please join us for dinner, worship, and fellowship. We will discuss the spiritual, cul-
tural, and fundamental similarities and differences between Christianity and other 
religions. Learning about other religions helps us to examine and define our own be-
liefs, so this program will be very interesting! 

 
· Sunday, October 25 – 4:00pm-6:30pm – Trick-or-Treat  So Others Can Eat!  We 

will “trick-or-treat” at local homes near the church asking for food donations to bene-
fit the RARA food pantry. Please dress up in a Halloween costume- there will be a 
prize for the best costume! 
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Sunday School  
 Thanks to all who helped to plan Rally Day and to those who at-
tended!  The Christian Education Committee hopes that those of you who 
have not been involved in a Sunday School class will be encouraged to join 
us each Sunday.  It is a way to become more familiar with each other, and 
to grow together as a community of faith.  As we plan throughout the year, 

we wish to address the needs and interests of the congregation by offering a variety of classes 
that enrich your relationship with Christ and enable you to live faithful lives.  If you have ideas for 
classes, please pass them on to Olivia or the Christian Education Committee. 
 The adult classes invite you to share together in the exploration of our faith through the 
following classes this fall.  Again, if you have any questions, contact Olivia.  Our aim is to provide 
for you. 

ADULT CLASSES FOR 2009-2010 
ASK Class – Room 113  
The ASK class likes to delve deeply into Christian history, theology, and Biblical scholarship.  This 
fall will be a study of Bart Ehrman’s Jesus, Interrupted:  Revealing the Hidden Contradictions in the 
Bible (And Why We Don’t Know About Them.)  Through an examination of the Gospels and the 
Book of Acts, Ehrman, a Distinguished Professor and Chair of the Department of Religious Studies 
at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, reveals similarities and contradictions that provide 
challenges in reconstructing the life and message of Jesus. 

Young Adult Class-The Parlor  
The Young Adult class, a group that focuses on fellowship, will start the fall with sessions on mar-
riage using The Five Love Languages:  How to Express Heartfelt Commitment to Your Mate by Gary 
Chapman.  Chapman identifies five different ways in which couples express their love, and how mis-
understandings and confusion may arise when the giver and receiver express love differently.  The 
book guides couples to understand their partner’s love language, which Chapman enumerates as 
Words of Affirmation, Quality Time, Receiving Gifts, Acts of Service, and Physical Touch.  Barry and 
Poo Mines will lead this group. 

Theology Class – Room 203  
This class, convened by Lad Sessions, starts a long-term reading and discussion of Systematic The-
ology, Volume I by Paul Tillich.  An Amazon.com editorial review considers his three-volume work 
“one of the most profound statements of the Christian message ever composed and the summation 
and definitive presentation of the theology of the most influential and creative American theologian 
of the twentieth century.”  The first volume presents Tillich’s “correlation of man’s deepest questions 
with theological answers.”  The focus is on the concepts of Being and Reason and humanity’s quest 
for revelation. 

Into the World:  The Acts of the Apostles  
Mary Ellena Ward and Betty Jean Young will teach this Kerygma study of the Book of Acts.  What 
does Kerygma mean?  Proclamation!  This class, as it reads about the church of two thousand years 
ago, will come to understand Acts as a description of the nature and purpose of the Christian church 
in all times and among all peoples.  The Kerygma studies teach the basics and complexities of the 
Bible, develop interpretive skills, and help the students discover the relevancy of Scripture in today’s 
world.  Into the World examines the story of the church’s earliest mission efforts, the personalities, 
their activities, their meaning, and the message it reveals to us today. 
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Koinonia Class  
This quarterly class will explore the life of Jesus using The Jesus I Never Knew by Philip 
Yancey.  Through discussion and movie clips depicting Jesus and his life and times, the class 
will be challenged to think about Jesus as the Bible presents him – brilliant, creative, challeng-
ing, fearless, compassionate, unpredictable and ultimately satisfying.  Yancey examines three 
fundamental questions:  who Jesus was, why he came, and what he left behind.  This is a 
probe into the real Jesus beyond the stereotypes.  Lynne McCombs, Mary Dugan and Neely 
Young will lead this class.  

WEEKDAY CLASSES 

Listening for God  
This group will meet three times over the course of the year to grapple with “that of God” in 
particular works of literature.  Deb Klein will facilitate the discussions for those who love to read 
and reflect with others on what they have read.  The books will be To Kill a Mockingbird by 
Harper Lee, Jayber Crow by Wendell Berry, and The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie 
Society by Mary Ann Shaffer and Annie Barrows.  Dates and times for the classes are posted 
on bulletin boards in the church and in the newsletter on page 10. 

Men’s Saturday Fellowship – Museum Room 158  
The Men’s Fellowship class will meet the second Saturday of each month at 7:30 am for 
breakfast followed by study and continued discussion of the book, Following Jesus in a Culture 
of Fear, by Scott Bader-Sayer.  The first meeting of the class will be on Saturday, September 
12.  This book examines the fear that pervades our world and is permeated through politics, 
marketing, news programming and popular culture.  It draws on Christian Scripture and prac-
tices of hospitality, generosity and peacefulness as bold means to counter this fear and the 
harm it does to our moral lives.  Bob Moreschi is the facilitator of this class (see page 4). 

Lectio Divina – Room 113  
Led by Bill and Deb Klein, this group gathers each Tuesday morning at 10:00 am in Room 113 
for a study of a Scripture passage.  The practice of Lectio Divina is “a very ancient art, prac-
ticed at one time by all Christians….  Lectio is a slow, contemplative praying of the Scriptures, 
which enables the Word of God, to become a means of union with God….” 

Explore Class – Museum Room  
This class, led by Bill Klein, meets for three Sundays to talk about what it means to be a Pres-
byterian and to discover more about Lexington Presbyterian Church.  Anyone interested in 
knowing more about our theological background or in joining our church is encouraged to join 
the group and explore.  The class will meet October 11, 18, and 25 (see page 2).  

Sunday School begins at 9:45 a.m. 
Please be on time. 

Be kind to your teachers! 
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Sunday School Classes and Teacher/Caregivers 2009-2 010 
 
Our Sunday School programs for youth and children are blessed this year with the following teach-
ers and caregivers.  We do still need some help with our Kindergarten and First Grade class and 
our Second and Third Grade class to complete our teams of teachers.  Please prayerfully consider 
offering your time and gifts. 
 
Nursery Caregiver                                                            Fourth through Fifth Grade Class                                                              
Hilary Bergmann                                                              Patsy Aligood 
                                                                                         Betsy Lee 
Toddler Extended Session Caregiver                              Margie Page 
Janice Downey                                                                Eddie & JoAnne Willis 
 
Three and Four Year Olds Class                                     Middle School Class 
Ouida Goehring                                                               Laura and Boyd Brown 
Mary Raine Paxton                                                          Debbie and Frank Friedman 
Pree Ray                                                                          Deb Klein and Diana Burgreen 
                                                                                         Tammy and Randy Shomo 
Kindergarten and First Grade Class 
Laura Brown                                                                     High School Class 
Josh Elrod                                                                        Philip Coulling 
                                                                                         Anne Hansen 
Second through Third Grade Class                                 Jane Horton 
Sandy Harrelson                                                              Theresa Luder 
Tom & Pat Jones 
Bob & Linda Moreschi 

For Teachers and Parents  
We still need completed Health and Emergency Forms and signed Guidelines for Par-
ents forms from all parents of children and youth who are participating in our classes 
and childcare programs.   Teachers, please make note of whose forms we have, so we 
can begin a follow-up process to get these completed.   

 
We Need Host Families!  

 
On Rat Sunday, we had a really wonderful breakfast for approxi-
mately 30 new cadets.  At least 21 of these students are very 
interested in having a host family.  At this time, we have only had 
responses from enough families to provide for about six stu-
dents.  This is one of the most vital ways in which our congrega-
tion can actually get to know these college students.  We know 
that the experience is not always what we expect or want, but 
the Campus Ministry Subcommittee feels that this is an outreach 

program and we are providing much needed care and comfort to these new students in our commu-
nity.  Do think about offering some of your time and your home this year by becoming involved in 
the Host Family program.  Contact Olivia or Cynthia Hintze soon if you are interested! 
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Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 
This fall marks the third anniversary of the prayer shawl min-
istry in our church.  To date the group has knit or crocheted 
about 130 shawls or lap robes.  We know that many more 
have also been knit and given to friends and relatives. 
 
As important as the knitting, is the giving and receiving of the 
prayer shawls.    Most often the shawls are given in comfort, 

but they also are sometimes given in joy, such as the birth of a child.  All the recipi-
ents also get a booklet of prayers along with the prayer shawl.  The heart-warming 
notes of appreciation that we receive keep us knitting faster to make more shawls.  If 
you know of someone who would welcome a prayer shawl, please contact the church 
office or Beth Jewell.. 
 
We also would welcome more people to get involved in the knitting or crocheting.  
Great knitting skills are not needed, since we have people who can help.    The group 
meets on the second and fourth Tuesday from 7:30 – 9:00 in Room 203.  Tuesday, 
the 13th of October, the group will meet at 7:00 for a chili dinner before hand. 
 
We hope you will come and participate in this meaningful time of sharing and fellow-
ship. 

LISTENING FOR GOD – A BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP  
 Scripture tells us that “The earth is filled with the glory of God.” 
Literature is a treasure-trove for those who listen for the glorious heartbeat of God in all of life.  
Once again the Listening for God  class will meet three times over the course of the coming 
school year to grapple with “that of God” in particular works of literature.  This class, convened 
by Deb Klein, is in its sixth year and offers an open invitation to all who love to read and to 
ponder with others what they have read.  Each book will be discussed in two different time 
slots to hopefully include more folks.  The novels and dates are as follows:  �
� To Kill a Mockingbird  by Harper Lee 
  Wednesday, October 21, 7:30-8:30 pm @ the Manse 
  Thursday, October 22, 3:30-4:30 pm Room 113, Murray Hall 
 Jayber Crow  by Wendell Berry 
  Wednesday, January 20, 7:30-8:30 pm @ the Manse 
  Thursday, January 28, 3:30-4:30 pm, Room 113, Murray Hall 
� The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society  by Mary Ann Shaffer and Annie                  
  Barrows 
  Wednesday, March 17, 7:30-8:30 pm @ the Manse 
  Thursday, March 25, 3:30-4:30 pm, Room 113, Murray Hall 
A copy of each book will be in our church library, and most likely in the public and university 
libraries.  They can also be purchased locally at Books and Co. or the Bookery.    
 
Choose one, two or three of these titles and get reading!  Any questions - please contact Deb 
Klein, @ 464-4223 or 5kleins@embarqmail.com.   
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The Lexington Presbyterian Church  

Session “At Work”                                                         

Officer Training  

Beginning Sunday, October 11 and running through November 1, the Elders who have been 
elected to the Class of 2012 will be engaged in a time of preparation and training.  Keep these 
elders-elect in your thoughts and prayers as they anticipate taking office in January.  Their 
names are:  Barbara Brown, Philip Coulling, Bob Doyle, Mary Dugan, Josh Elrod, Margaret How-
ard, Ann Massie, and John Morman. 

SESSION COMMITTEE BUSINESS 
 
Christian Education  
· Rally Day was held 
· Still needs workers in the Children’s Ministry 
· Youth are lead by Diana Burgreen 
· Campus Ministry—-Adopt-A-Student 
 
Congregational Life  
· House Church numbers are down 
 
Financial Management  
· Beginning budget process 
· Outreach requests $2000 for mission funding in 

2010 operating budget 
· Adjusted endowment spending 
· Tabled decision to develop a new spending for-

mula  
· Approved money market account establishment 
 
Outreach  
· Kirk Ogden, an LPC supported missionary, will 

preach on Oct. 4 followed by a congregational 
luncheon 

· MRMC hosting a Mission Fair on Oct. 4 
· Living Waters for World fund raising projects 
· Rockbridge-Haiti Medical Alliance will present 

follow-up info at a dinner on Nov. 12 
· Update on mentor family 
· Habitat Disciples Build begins in mid-October on 

Saturdays in Collierstown 
· Tabled request for special endowment to sup-

port mission travel for church members 
· Approved support for Elizabeth Klein to serve as 

Young Adult Volunteer with PCUSA 
· Approved solicitation of funds for mentor family 
· App. offering at 11/12 congregational dinner 

Personnel  
· Diana Burgreen is on site as youth minister 
· Developing policy related to gifts for employees 

on their 10 year anniversary with LPC 
 
Planning  
· Reviewed the overall plan for renovations 
· Reviewing Time and Talent sheets 
 
Property  
· Murray Hall roofing work completed by Largent 

Roofing 
· Murray Hall shrubbery behind handicap ramp 

approved 
· Cleaning up the basement by recommendation 

of the fire marshal 
· Moved hallway library shelves by recommenda-

tion of the fire marshal 
· Repairing front of Murray Hall near Nelson St. 
· Approved FAIR dates 
 
Worship  
· Please submit reports for elder visitations 
 
Task Force for Murray Hall Renovations  
· Train and Partner continues to work 
· Manse kitchen renovations are completed 
 
Task Force Capital Campaign  
· Work slowed during the summer 
· Feasibility study stage now complete 
· Developed color renderings of renovations 
· 2/3 of session members have pledged 
 
Major Report by Personnel Committee (pg. 12) 
 
Next Session Meeting:  Oct. 6, 2009 
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PERSONNEL COMMITTEE REPORT – SEPTEMBER 2009 
Major Report to Session 

The personnel committee is currently composed of three persons: Bob Moreschi, chair, 
George Bent, and Bill Klein, ex officio.  The committee has the responsibility for developing 
and recommending personnel policies for all staff, paid or non-paid.  Proposals will be re-
viewed with the pastor and issued to the Session for deliberation.  The Session has final au-
thority over all personnel policies.  Personnel policies are administered by the pastor, with sup-
port from the committee. 
As of September 1, 2009, Lexington Presbyterian Church had: 

4 full-time paid employees 
9 part-time paid employees 
4 non-paid positions 

Staff Position       Individual  
Full-Time  

Pastor     William M. Klein (14 years) 
Administrative Assistant   Lila G. Rogers (46 years) 
Director of Christian Education  Olivia L. Patton (7 years) 
Custodian     Douglas L. Stevenson (16 years) 

Part-Time  
Organist & Director of Music  William McCorkle (30 years) 
Youth Choirs    William McCorkle (6 years) 
Handbell Choir Director   Ruth W. Floyd (8 years) 
Parish Associate    Deborah H. Klein (9 years) 
Youth Pastor    Diana Burgreen 
Financial Secretary   Cindy G. Irby (5 years) 
Night Security Officer   Ricardo L. Haston (18 years) 
Preschool Caregiver   Hilary K. Bergmann (4 years) 
Nursery Worker    Janice R. Updike (2 years) 
Kitchen worker    Connie Bryant 

Non-Paid Positions  
Treasurer     D. Rae Carpenter 
Clerk of Session    Mary P. Atthowe 
Librarian     Charlotte D. Gunn 
Pastor Emeritus    L. Randolph Harrison 

In 2009, budgeted salary and benefits amounted to $370,121.00, or approximately 66.1% of 
the total church budget of $560,000.00.  In 2008, personnel costs represented 61% of the 
budget.  Since 2003, personnel expenses have increased some 36% while operating funds 
have increased approximately 18%.  The rapid increase was driven primarily by the addition of 
the youth director and converting the Director of Christian Education position from part-time to 
full-time. 
 
Activities for 2009 include:  
· Regular personnel reviews, usually occurring in fall, as well as compensation recommen-

dations to Finance Committee 
· Revisiting the Child Protection Policy  
· After a lengthy search, hired a part-time youth minister, Diana Burgreen 
· Discussion of recommendations for sabbatical for William McCorkle after 30 years of ser-

vice with our church 
· Plan to review the church’s policy on bonus compensations for employees with plans of 

establishing a written policy. 
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Women of the Church  
 Thanks to SueNell Dillon for making our PW Tea of September 
10 such an enjoyable experience.  Grateful thanks to the many Leah 
Circle members who helped with preparations before and cleanup after 
the tea.  And, our PW functions would not be possible without the help 
of all our circle members and we thank you for always being there. 

 Although our circles have resumed monthly meetings and PW activities, we wel-
come new members at all times.  We currently have six circles, two of which meet 
monthly in the evening and four meet at various times during the week.  If you are in-
terested in learning more about PW and our circles, I welcome the opportunity to talk 
with you. 
       Mary Ann Bowden, Moderator 

Mentoring Team  
The Mentoring Team is actively 
soliciting donations to help us pur-
chase a used van for our needy 
family.  This van will allow the 
mother to start work.  The Mentor-
ing Team will contribute from our 
budget, but the purchase, which is 
over $2000, will require extra con-
tributions from individual members 
or groups.  Checks may be made 
out to Lexington Presbyterian 
Church and designated “Van” in the 
memo.  Any amount would be 
greatly appreciated.  Questions?  
Call Margie Page.    

Helping Hands 
 Helping Hands will meet at 
10:00 a.m. on Monday, Oct. 5th in 
Westfel Lounge.  We will be starting 
our sewing projects for Baby Layettes 

and stuffing animals for children’s hospitals at home 
and abroad.  We meet from 10-2:00 p.m. so bring a 
sandwich if you can stay for lunch. 
 There is a basket on the Presbyterian Women’s 
table near the Ladies Lounge for Baby Hats as well as 
instructions for making them.  These are used for new-
borns both here and abroad.   
 We can always use lightweight cotton fabric, 
flannel, thread and yard for the hats. 
 Call Ellen Smith at 464-5141 if you have any 
questions.  Hope to see you on the 5th.   

VMI Football 
VMI is offering a discounted price ($10 per game) for ALL of their home football games this 
fall.  To redeem the discounted tickets for the game on Saturday, October 17 (Stony Brook), 
call the church by Friday the 9th; and for the game on October  31st (Charleston Southern), 
call by Friday, 23rd.   

Friends in Need 
 Do you know about this minis-
try at LPC?  Friends in Need is a way 
of caring for each other in a very prac-
tical way with a simple meal when 
there is an illness, birth, death or any 

other stressful situation.  There are church members 
who have volunteered to serve in this way.  People 
need people, sometimes more than others. 
 You can help by being the eyes and ears of 
the congregation and by notifying the church office 
when you become aware of a special need. 

Annual Rafiki Sale 
The annual Rafiki Sale takes place on 
Saturday, October 24, 10:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m. at the Virginia Horse Cen-
ter.  Items to be sold:  slacks, shirts, 
baskets, tote bags, notes, glasses 
cases, wooden puzzles and carved 
animals, all handmade from Ghana, 
Nigeria, Kenya, Uganda, Malawi, 
Rwanda.  100% of the proceeds go 
back to the villages.  Good early 
Christmas shopping! 
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MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE  
It’s never too late to be a part of the singing and ringing in our choirs!  If 
you’ve thought about it, but never done it, now might be the perfect time to 
try it out.  Please feel free to visit (or have your child visit) a rehearsal: 
  

 Alleluia Singers (age 4 through grade 1) Sundays at 9:15 a.m. in Room 200 
 Junior Choir (grades 2 through 5)  Thursday at 3:15 p.m. Westfel Lounge 
 Adult Choir     Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. in Westfel Lounge 
Please contact William McCorkle (wmccorkle@lexpres.org- 463-3873) for more information. 
 
Likewise for handbells.  There is always a need for substitutes, and there are still vacancies in 
the teen choir: 
 Lam Handbell Choir [adults]   Sundays at 7:00 p.m. in Room 205 
 Lam Teen Tinnabulators   Sundays at 5:00 p.m. in Room 205 
 Daytime Handbell Choir   Fridays at 10:00 a.m. 
Please contact Ruth Floyd (floydr@wlu.edu- 463-5200) about LHB and LTT. 
Please contact Marjorie Phillips (463-5409) about Daytime.     
   

        -William McCorkle 
 

************************* 
 
ALL SAINTS CHORAL EVENSONG SERVICE ON NOVEMBER 1  

 On Sunday, November 1, All Saints’ Day, at 5:00 p.m., the Adult and Children’s 
Choirs of Lexington Presbyterian and R. E. Lee Memorial churches, under the direction of Wil-
liam McCorkle and Daniel Brinson,  will offer an evensong service at R. E. Lee church.  This 
service continues our collaborative All Saints’ and Ascension Day services of last year.  The 
evensong is a service of evening prayer, with sung sentences and hymns and with musical of-
ferings by the choirs. 

Plan now to be a part of this special service. 

Mission Opportunity 
 
The Maury River Mission Community (MRMC) is seeking two more volun-
teers to participate in a follow-up mission trip to Santiago, Guatemala.  
A MRMC team made an initial trip to Santiago in May of this year to install 
a water purification system and provide sanitation, health and Bible in-
struction at an evangelical congregation.  This trip, planned for December 
9-14, 2009, has two goals.  The first is to review the operation of the water 
purification system to ensure that it is being operated satisfactorily and to 
review the instructional plans left behind to see if they are being carried 
out.  The second, and larger goal, is to pursue a broader vision by estab-

lishing a “sister church” relationship with the La Inglesia Alianza congregation and to involve 
more individuals in the MRMC churches directly in foreign mission work.  If you are interested in 
participating in this trip, please contact Malcolm Brownlee (348-6588 or <sarmal@ntelos.net>) 
for further details.  The deadline for application is Wednesday, October 7.   
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