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LPC NEWSLETTER 
 
Lexington Presbyterian Church                                                   August 2009 

Notes from the Clergy…  
 By the time you receive this newsletter 
Deb and I should be at Ghost Ranch in the 
desert of New Mexico.  Ghost Ranch is one of 
our two PC(USA) national conference centers 
– the other being Montreat in North Carolina.  
I have wanted to visit Ghost Ranch for many 
years.  It is the place Georgia O’Keefe made 
famous with her desert paintings. 
 Deb and I will be engaged in a confer-
ence with Philip Newell – a Scot who has 
served as Warden on the Island of Iona and 
who has written a number of books on Celtic 
Spirituality. He will be accompanied by his  

 
wife, Ali (whom I knew when I worked on Iona 
in the mid-1970s), a Rabbi, and a Sufi.  It 
should be an interesting mix of people and 
backgrounds.  Put these folks together in the 
desert setting and who knows what whirlwind 
the Lord may stir up in us. 
 You are in my thoughts and prayers.  I 
am most grateful for this time away for rest, 
reflection, and restoration.  Blessings upon 
you all.   
 
  L'Chiam (To Life),        
   ����������������   �

 
There will be one worship service at 10:00 a.m. in July and through 
August 30th.  On September 6th we will return to two services—-8:45 
and 11:00 a.m.  Sunday School will also begin on September 6th at 
9:45 a.m.  Rally Day will be September 13th.   

Vacation Bible 
School is al-
most here: Au-
gust 3 - 7!  Reg-
istration forms 
are now avail-
able at the 
church, so do 
sign up your 
children and 
grandchildren 

right away!  Children from age three (potty-trained) 
through fifth graders are welcome.  Youth who are ris-
ing sixth graders and older are encouraged to come 
and help us for the week.  Those interested in helping 
must let us know in advance, so we can schedule your 
activities for the week.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PLANNING AHEAD!!! 

See inside for preliminary  
information about the choirs 

for the fall.   
Be involved……...be a part of 

the music! 
See page 10 for bits and 

pieces of info……. 
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Alcoholics Anonymous Meetings  
Alcoholics Anonymous has proven to be a 
life-giving tool to many folks seeking to 
manage alcohol addiction. But in order for 
AA to be useful, people must be self-
reflective enough to know when they have a 
problem with alcohol.  If you would like the 
support an AA group can provide, you are 
welcome to attend one of many meetings 
that occur at RE Lee Episcopal Church.  AA 
meets: 
Sundays: 6:30 PM (women only)             
Tuesdays: 8:00 PM (closed meeting) 
Wednesdays: noon (open meeting) & 
                        8:00 PM (closed meeting) 
Fridays:  8:00 PM (open meeting) 
Saturdays: 10:00 AM (open meeting) 
  8:00 PM (closed meeting) 
Sundays at the hospital at 8:00 PM (open 
meeting) 
All meetings are non-smoking meetings. 
Call 463-3411 for more information.  

�
Preaching Schedule for August 

 
August 2  18 th Sunday in Ordinary Time                     Preacher:  Betty Jean Young 
 
August 9  19 th Sunday in Ordinary Time                      Preacher: Bernard Bangley 
 
August 16  20 th Sunday in Ordinary Time                      Preacher:  William M. Klein 
 
August 23  21st Sunday in Ordinary Time                     Preacher:  William M. Klein 
 
August 30  22 nd Sunday in Ordinary Time                      Preacher:  Betty Jean Young 
 
Remember, during the Summer we will have a single 10:00 AM worship service each Sunday.  
These services will take place in the sanctuary.   
 

�

News Items for the  
September 2009  

Newsletter  
 

People like to know what is going on in 
the church.  Write an article for the 
newsletter and share the information.  
Please email to Mary Atthowe at 
<matthowe@rockbridge.net> by August 
15th in Word format please, or leave 
your information in the church office. 

                                      To Earl and W anda  
                                            McLaugh lin 
                                     and Suzanne For tney 
                                      (their daught er/sister) 
 
                                           To Ann M assie 
                                              (her sister) 
                                               
                                      Sympathy to t he family  
                                        of our chur ch friend, 
                                             Lilly Hawkins 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Thanks to John Morman for his diligence in getting the 
hands of the steeple clocks refurbished and for remov-
ing and re-installing them via the use of the Lexington 
Fire Department ‘s large ladder truck. 

 
 

Congratulations to 
 

Betty Dahl 
 

on the birth of a granddaughter 
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 For those of you who missed the July SNOWS, the group attended 
a baseball game to see the Rockbridge Rapids play the Lynchburg Gener-
als.  Forty eight Lexington Presbyterian folks made the evening a success 
- in spite of the loss for the Rapids.  A fun evening! 
 Our last SNOWS of the year will be our swimming party/picnic at 
the Country Club on August 9.  We have a lifeguard hired, so you are en-
couraged to wear or bring your swim suit.  Food is being provided by the 
club, and will be barbecued hamburgers and hotdogs, along with two side 

dishes.  Dessert will be provided by the Congregational Life Committee.  Cost is $8.00 per per-
son and $4.00 for children 9 and under, or a maximum of $25.00 for families. For those inter-
ested in playing a round of golf, you should make your own arrangements - fees, tee time, etc.- 
by calling the Country Club Pro Shop or either Shirley Claiborn or Buddy Bryan.  To play tennis, 
just bring your own racquet and balls, no cost involved.  Come join us for this last outing for the 
summer.  We need to know how many meals to order, so please sign up by Thursday, Aug. 6. 
 It’s time to begin thinking about House Church for the coming year.  Signup sheets will 
be in Murray Hall across from Dunlap Hall, and also outside the church office.  Please list your 
name, telephone number, and your first and second choice of day.  As in the past, we will try to 
assign people according to their choice of day, and at the same time, change people in each 
group so the groups will be somewhat different.  This ‘mixing’ encourages us to get to know 
other people.  Watch for the signup sheets August 16. 

HAITI MINISTRY 
Medical Mission Trip—October 23-31, 2009 and March 19-27, 2010 

by the Rockbridge-Haiti Medical Alliance Foundation 
Interested in hearing about our Foundation or in helping to support us in many 
ways?  Please contact us at <Rockbridge-Haiti@hughes.net>.  Our web site 
will be up in June so please visit us at Rockbridge-HaitiMedicalAlliance.org. 

                                                        Dr. Walter Kerschl, Founder and Chairman, RHMA 

Habitat for Humanity Disciples Build  
Volunteers needed for Habitat Disciples Build beginning in September. 

Lexington Presbyterian Church is joining with Rockbridge Area Habitat for Hu-
manity and a number of other local churches for a Disciples Build project starting 
in September. We will be building a house in the Collierstown area for the Zoll-
man family. 

Our church’s effort is being coordinated by Mac Baker. He is seeking adult volunteers (youths 
age 16 to 18 are also welcome but may not use power tools). Our work day is Saturday morn-
ings from 8:30 – 12:15 beginning in September, and continuing through November. If you can 
help on one or more Saturdays, please contact Mac at 463-9563 or bakerjm@vmi.edu. No ex-
perience is necessary! Habitat supplies all tools and building materials, and a construction su-
pervisor is always present to provide instruction. 

Additional funds are also needed and checks made payable to Lexington Presbyterian Church 
would be welcome. Please indicate on the check that it is for the Habitat Disciples Build 

Prayerfully consider becoming involved as a volunteer in this Disciples Build and put your faith 
into action in our community. 
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www.lexpres.org  
 The LPC website allows you the op-
portunity to view all programs offered by the 
church:  Worship, Sermons, Christian Edu-
cation, Calendar, Monthly Newsletters, Up-
coming Events, Music, Educational Grants 
and opportunities to become more involved.  
Be sure to visit other sections of the website 
to learn more about the exciting events 
planned for LPC. 
 It’s a great way to stay informed of 
the unique worship experiences awaiting 
you at Lexington Presbyterian Church.   

Lemonade Fellowship  
Thanks to the folks who host 
the lemonade  fellowship fol-
lowing our 10:00 service (see 
photo on pg. 8).  This is a 
special time of fellowship for 
both members and guests.  
We meet in the churchyard 

outside of the Sanctuary after the service.   
Hosts for August are: 
 
August 2—Frank and Debbie Friedman 
 
August 9—Steve Crowder and Taylor 
 
August 16—Bob and Linda Moreschi 
 
August 23—Russell and Carolyn Elliott 
 
August 30—Mark and Moni Keeley 

 
Men’s Satur-

day  
Fellowship 

Group 
 

The class has 
changed its procedures and meeting place for the 
summer months.  They are meeting in a local res-
taurant for breakfast from 7:30-8:30 a.m. and will 
discuss a recent sermon or another pertinent 
subject.  They plan to pick up their study book in 
September.  They will meet on August 8 at 7:30 
a.m. at Sweet Treats in Lexington.  Adult men of 
all ages are welcome.   If you have any additional 
questions, please contact Bob Moreschi at 
blmoreschi@embarqmail.com or 463-6984. 
 

August Food  
of the Month, 

Donated to the 
RARA Food Pantry: 

 
Canned Fruit Lo Sugar 

 
Please leave the food in boxes in 

the front hallway outside of the church office. 

Going Green???  
If you are ready to discontinue receiving the paper 
copy of the church newsletter by snail mail due to 
its availability on the website, please let Lila in the 
church office know to remove your name from 
that mailing list.  When the newsletter is published 
on the website, Lila will send a blanket email to 
those who have elected to read the newsletter in 
this manner to alert those folks of its availability.  
Then you will be able to print just those pages you 
wish to have a paper copy of rather than the full 
issue.   We will continue to send paper copies to 
those who wish to receive the information in the 
traditional form!  

Please notify lrogers@lexpres.org 
when you have a change of mail-
ing and/or e-mail address. Thanks! 
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  From the Noel Library…..  

  
 Change of Heart, a recent (2008) 
novel by Jodi Picoult, is an amazing 
book, somewhat the mirror image of 
her earlier novel, My Sister’s Keeper, 
which is also in the church library *  
While the latter involved conceiving a 
child in order to provide organs for a 
little girl who otherwise would die, this 
one involves a man determined to die 
(by hanging rather than by lethal injec-
tion) in order to give his heart to the 
little girl who was the half-sister of a 
child he is said to have intentionally 
killed.  (The church librarian is enough 
of a prude that she refrains from a 
cross-the-board endorsement of all of 
Picoult’s work, but she thinks these 
two books merit shelf space on the 
grounds that they deal with ethical 
questions that the church of today 
must address.) 

 
 So much for meaningful contem-
porary novels.  We are also featuring 
this month two non-fiction books more 
than forty years old that are as rele-
vant today as when they first ap-
peared in print. 

 
 Dibs in Search of Self by Virginia 
Axline is the moving story of how a six 
year old boy is brought out of the 
emotional prison he has built around 
himself.  At school he will not talk, he 
will not play, he will not interact with 
anyone else, child or adult. For the 
most part he stays huddled in a corner 
of the room or under a piece of furni-
ture.  He is on the verge of being la-
beled mentally retarded when the au 

 
 
 
thor, Dr.Axline, undertakes a series of  
play therapy sessions with him, from 
which he emerges as an exceptionally 
brilliant child who has taught himself 
to read and write.  

  
 Many members of this congre-
gation are familiar with and have at 
times given financial support to the 
Presbyterian Home for children in 
Lynchburg   The librarian herself 
worked there briefly as a volunteer 
during one of her years in college, so 
she was surprised and delighted to 
recently discover on our shelves an 
autographed copy of Dr. Bernard 
Bain’s My One Hundred Children.  Dr. 
Bain was the superintendent of this 
home for a number of years, and his 
account of running the place is inspir-
ing. 

 
 New to the Noel Library is Pres-
byterians, subtitled A Spiritual Journey, 
by Dirk Wierenga.  Hundreds of stun-
ning photographs reveal the ever-
changing face of the Presbyterian 
Church, seeking to transform the cul-
ture through love and faith. 

 
 
* a portion of our October 2006 col-
umn that includes a review of that 
book will also appear on the Noel Li-
brary Display table, double-framed 
with the current column. 
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News about our Youth!  

 
Welcome to Diana Burgreen, our new Youth Director!  
Diana joins us having just graduated from Washington and Lee 
with a major in Psychology.  She was very active in campus 
ministry at R.E. Lee Memorial Episcopal Church and with the 
Reformed University Fellowship during her years as a college 
student.  Please take the time to meet Diana and give her a 
hearty welcome to our church.  Her ministry will be working with 
our Middle School and High School students in coordination 
with the Youth Subcommittee. 

 
August Youth  

Birthdays  
 
 
 

 
2 – Talmadge Coffey 

 
14 – Matt Hinks 

 
25 – Amanda Tuchler 

 
27 – Darby Farrish 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Upcoming Events  

in the Summer! 
 
Join us for our Youth Group activities 
this year! 
 
Sunday, August 9 – 6:00 pm – Congrega-
tional picnic and swim party at the Lexington 
Country Club – $8.00 per person, $25.00 
max per family – Come join the fun! 

 
Rally Day  

 
Rally Day, the celebration of the beginning of our Christian Education 
classes each year, will be on September 13 at 9:45am in Dunlap Audito-
rium.  We will begin with some music, and then provide information about 
each of the educational opportunities in our church through a short pro-
gram.  After this, those that wish to leave and have time for their classes 
may do so.  All are also welcome to stay in Dunlap for food and fellowship 

for the remainder of the Sunday School hour.  More detailed information about our class offerings 
will be in the September newsletter. 
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Christian Education Opportunities  

 
On Rally Day, September 13, you will learn of the many and varied 
classes our educational program offers you.  However, these classes 
are not the only way you can learn.  You can be a teacher to our chil-
dren or youth, and, through this ministry, honor your baptismal vows 

and act on your faith.  The relationships developed with teachers will remain with young 
people into their adult years.  Nurturing the faith of our younger members is of primary im-
portance to the church.  Please help our Christian Education program by stepping up and 
offering some of your time.  For this fall, we are still seeking teachers for the three and four 
year olds, the Kindergarteners and First Graders, the Second and Third Graders and the 
Middle School classroom.  Please call or e-mail Olivia (463-3873; opatton@lexpres.org) 
after you have carefully explored where God may be calling you.   

 
Host Family Program  

 
The end of summer brings new students to Lexington, giv-
ing us that opportunity once again to invite these young 
people into our church community and to get to know some 
of them personally.  This year, we are again extending our 
invitation to have a host family to both W&L and VMI stu-

dents.  There are many students who attend worship services here, but often that is the 
extent of their participation in the life of our church.  This past year, a VMI cadet and a W&L 
student joined our Campus Ministry Subcommittee to assist us in planning programs that 
will include our college students.  Our Campus Ministry program believes that when we 
make more personal connections with these students they will be encouraged to become 
more involved with our church during their stay in Lexington.  We hope you will consider 
becoming a part of the Host Family program or continue to do so, if you already host a stu-
dent.  These students often just need a place to get away and have some familial contact.  
As hosts, you certainly should set your own parameters in terms of time and frequency of 
visits, as well as activities you do with your student.  Some of you may provide comfort to a 
student for a part of the year; others may develop long term relationships with a student 
that will last a lifetime.  Imagine, as a parent, how much you would appreciate it, if you 
knew a family was caring for your child away at college.  Your participation in the Host 
Family program really can make a difference in the life of a student. 
 
If you are interested in meeting some students, Rat Sunday will be August 30.  Please 
come and greet the new cadets that morning and welcome them to our church.  In Septem-
ber, we will match students with host families.  Please sign up to host a student on the 
poster on the bulletin board outside the church office or e-mail Olivia Patton 
(opatton@lexpres.org). 
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The Lexington Presbyterian Church  

Session “At Work”                                                         

The Session did not meet in July.  Committees continue to perform their appointed tasks 
throughout the summer. 
 
Next Administrative Council meeting:  September 9, 2009, 4:30 p.m. 
 
Next stated Session meeting:  September 15, 2009, 7 :30 p.m. 

VMI Football 
VMI is offering a discounted price ($10 per 
game) for ALL of their home football games 
this fall.  To redeem the discounted tickets 
for the first game (with Robert Morris) on 
Saturday, September 5, folks should come 
by the church, sign up and PAY by Tues-
day, August 25; you will then need to pick 
up your ticket no later than Friday, Septem-
ber 4.  You will be notified of subsequent 
games and deadlines in the September and 
November Newsletters. 

Community Bible Study 
An interdenominational study of 
the gospel of Luke is being of-
fered by Community Bible 
Study at Manly Memorial Bap-
tist Church.  It begins Wednes-
day, September 9 and meets 

consecutive weeks from 10:00-11:45 a.m. with 
holidays at Thanksgiving, Christmas, and Spring 
Break.  The class is open to men, women, and 
children from infants to 8th graders.  For further 
information call Mary Raine Paxton, 463-2075. 

 
A 

“Friends 
in Need” 

FYI: 
 
In June and 
July, 50 
meals have 
been 
served to 
nine fami-
lies by 40 
people.  
Many of 

those who prepare meals are ones 
who have been served meals in 
the past. 

Thanks to those who serve the After Church Lemonade  
socials in the church yard after the 10:00 a.m. service! 
(see current list on page 4) 
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Links of Love  
  
I would like to talk with you about Sunnyside 
Communities of Harrisonburg and specifically 
about the Sunnyside Fellowship Fund.   
  
As partners in ministry with the Presbyterian 
Church, the Sunnyside Fellowship Fund helps us 
fulfill our responsibility to older adults.   
  

Today, individuals are living longer than they thought possible, as advanced medical 
services and never-thought-of technology have increased life expectancy signifi-
cantly.  The cost of this progress, coupled with return on investments falling short, the 
cost of living, and failure of Medicare/Medicaid to keep up, is consuming all of some 
residents’ savings.   
  
Lexington Presbyterian’s relationship with Sunnyside spans several decades and 
many of our members and their families have chosen Sunnyside as their retirement 
home.  While most residents of Sunnyside were able to adequately plan for their retire-
ment, some experience problems for which they could not plan.   
  
They are finding that even with prudent spending, the best plans fall short.  The Sunny-
side Fellowship Fund provides the resources many residents require to help pay the 
full cost of their care. Not only does the fund help make ends meet, it also helps with 
the little extras that preserve dignity and security, such as eyeglasses, dentures and 
hair care.   
  
The Sunnyside Fellowship Fund is available to residents from all walks of life and does 
not discriminate against race or religion.  One hundred percent of all gifts are used to 
help older adults in need.  We hope that you will prayerfully consider contributing to 
this very special offering.  If you choose to contribute, please mail or drop a check by 
the church office by the end of the month, indicating “Sunnyside” in the memo. 
  
Scripture reminds us about our responsibility to care for those with little resources or 
hope, such as in Psalms 71:9 David reminds us “do not cast me aside when old age 
comes, nor forsake me when my strength fails me.”  
  
Adapted from Mary Ann Bowden, Life of the Church Minute, June 2009 

Looking towards the fall??????  See page 10 for preliminary 
choir information……….. 
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LOCAL OUTREACH RESPONSE 
 

Thank you to the Lexington Presbyterian Congregation for 
the wonderful response to a local need.  A young woman 
and 5 children who have no family or support system have 
been able to come to our community and receive the com-
fort and love of a caring church congregation…..almost 
overnight.  To have absolutely nothing and then to have 
people reach out the way our congregation has done has 
given so much to this young woman who is very apprecia-

tive of what we are doing.  A church group brought her here and this church was 
here to receive her.  She now turns to her Bible during difficult times.  Just a few 
weeks ago there was a call from RARA for our Barritt Fund to split with them and an-
other church a small amount towards purchasing from Habitat some furniture for a 
mother and five children who were at Lisa’s House due to domestic violence.  A call 
was made to Project Horizon and basic needs began to be provided from the LPC 
Barritt Fund and Mary’s Circle.  An email went out to the congregation asking for sup-
port and the response and outpouring of support through donations of clothing and 
toys were immediate and amazing.  Meals have been provided, baby-sitting for a few 
hours to give the mother the chance to get settled in, and gift cards and checks came 
to the church office.  The checks were used to turn on utilities.  The apartment was 
empty and it is now furnished——along with even the help of a truck and moving 
crew!   The mother is applying for jobs, a VAN is greatly needed for transportation for 
employment, and additional furnishings as well:  2 single beds with mattresses, small 
dressers and other items.  Please call Margie Page and the Mentoring Team who are 
coordinating the help for this family.   
        Beryl Honsinger, Barrit Fund 

 
 
 
 

BE A  PART OF THE MUSIC……… 
 

 Singing Choirs: 
· Adult choir:  Thursdays 7:30-9:00 p.m. 

· Alleluia Singers (age 4-1st grade):  Sundays 9:15-9 :45 a.m. 
· Junior Choir (grades 2-5):  Thursdays 3:15-4:15 p.m . 

 
Instruments: 

· Youth Musicians (grades 6-12) 
· Lam Handbell Choir (adult handbell ringers):  Sunda ys 7:00-8:15 p.m. 

· Lam Teen Tintinnabulators (grades 8-12):  Sundays 5 :00-6:00 p.m. 
· Friday morning handbells (no performing):  Fridays  

beginning Oct. 2 at 10:00 a.m. 
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