LPC NEWSLETTER

Lexington Presbyterian Church

Notes from the Clergy...

By the time you receive this newslet-
ter |1 should be walking along one of sev-
eral pilgrimage paths that leads to Santi-
ago de Compostella (in Spain). This is an
ancient pilgrimage walk that concludes at
the Cathedral of Santiago (Spanish for
Saint James). Elizabeth (my youngest
child) and I will be putting one foot in front
of the other, packs on our backs, sleeping
in hostels, eating whatever we can pur-
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ney each year. Some pilgrims travel hun-
dreds of miles. Elizabeth and | intend to
walk only about 100 miles. We have only
an inkling of what this journey may mean.

Say a prayer for us. It is what I in-
tend to be doing for you step after step,
kilometer after kilometer.

L'Chiam (To Life),

chase along the way. We will be joining
thousands of pilgrims who make this jour-

UMM  There will be one worship service at 10:00 a.m. in July and through
hi August 30th. On September 6th we will return to two services—-8:45
Ors and 11:00 a.m. Sunday School will also begin on September 6th at
ule 9:45 a.m. Rally Day will be September 13th.

SC HCOOOOL

Remember it's that fun time of year again! Yes, we're talking Vacation Bible School, August 3 -
7! Registration forms are now available at the church, so do sign up your children and grand-
children right away! Children from age three (potty-trained) through fifth graders are welcome.
Youth who are rising sixth graders and older are encouraged to come and help us for the
week. Those interested in helping must let us know in advance, so we can schedule your ac-
tivities for the week. If the youth have a particular area of interest, make sure to let us know
that, and we will try to accommodate requests.

Olivia Patton, Director of Christian Education.




Preaching Schedule for July

July 5 14 ™ Sunday in Ordinary Time
July 12 15" Sunday in Ordinary Time
July 19 16 ™ Sunday in Ordinary Time
July 26 17" Sunday in Ordinary Time

Remember, during the Summer we will have
These services will take place in the sanctuary.

Preacher: Betty Jean Young
Preacher: Betty Jean Young
Preacher: Bernard Bangley

Preacher: Betty Jean Young

a single 10:00 AM worship service each Sunday.

News Items for the

August 2009
Newsletter

People like to know what is going on in
the church. Write an article for the
newsletter and share the information.
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To Wanda McLaughlin
(her brother)

To Sally Smith
(her mother)

Please email to Mary Atthowe at

<matthowe@rockbridge.net> by July
15th in Word format please, or leave
your information in the church office.

Alcoholics Anonymous Meetings
Alcoholics Anonymous has proven to be a
life-giving tool to many folks seeking to
manage alcohol addiction. But in order for
AA to be useful, people must be self-
reflective enough to know when they have a
problem with alcohol. If you would like the
support an AA group can provide, you are
welcome to attend one of many meetings
that occur at RE Lee Episcopal Church. AA
meets:

Congratulations to
Molly Plogger and Christopher Boyd
who were united in marriage on May 30, 2009

Congratulations to
Linda DeVogt and Robert Freis
who were united in marriage on June 6, 2009

Sundays: 6:30 PM (women only)

Tuesdays: 8:00 PM (closed meeting)
Wednesdays: noon (open meeting) &

8:00 PM (closed meeting)
8:00 PM (open meeting)
10:00 AM (open meeting)
8:00 PM (closed meeting)
Sundays at the hospital at 8:00 PM (open
meeting)

All meetings are non-smoking meetings.
Call 463-3411 for more information.

Fridays:
Saturdays:

Congratulations to
John and Mary Atthowe
on the birth of their first grandchild,
Jordan Ashby Roberts
on June 5, 2009.
His parents,

Just

~F
W 1\/ BOI‘I] Marie Atthowe and Jason Roberts

reside in Minneola, Florida




Our July SNOWS will be an evening at the ballpark
at W&L to watch the Rockbridge Rapids baseball team play on
Saturday, July 11. The tickets will be $4.00, and food will be
available at the ballpark. More information on how to get tickets,
time of game, etc., will be published later.

On Aug. 9 we will have a swim party and picnic at Lexing-
ton Country Club. They will provide hamburger & hotdogs, green
salad, baked beans and perhaps some other equivalent, as well

as lemonade and ice tea. Cost will be $7 - $8.00. There will be a lifeguard on hand, so we en-
courage people - and children - to bring/wear swim suits! Also being planned is tennis or
maybe a round of golf for those who are so inclined. Time is 6:00 p.m. for the picnic, with ear-
lier times for tennis or golf.

We will miss the Kleins this summer, but the Congregational Life Committee sincerely
hopes that everyone will take advantage of these fun activities this summer.

Congregational Life is compiling a list of people who are willing to join our Committee, or
help with any of the dinners. If interested, please call Shirley at 463-5446.

Shirley Claiborn
Chair Congregational Life Comm.

HAITI MINISTRY
Medical Mission Trip—October 23-31, 2009
and March 19-27, 2010
by the Rockbridge-Haiti Medical Alliance Foundation

Rockbridge-Haiti Medical Alliance has shipped over
$10,000 worth of medicines, vitamins and supplies to help
support the full-time nurse in Fond-Pierre, Haiti and in
preparation for our very first medical mission in October.
Continued support is greatly appreciated from our church,
its members and the community in order to fulfill our mission and vision. Itis my hope
to provide some sustainable healthcare in this impoverished area of Haiti. The RHMA
has already raised over $15,000 and will continue its efforts to provide a Health and
Wellness program. We hope to build upon the generosity of our supporters and build
a lasting partnership in Haiti. | thank those who have given and those who will give in
the future to our Foundation.

o
lissiga L

Several presentations have been given this year and others are planned
throughout the summer to multiple organizations in Rockbridge County and beyond.
Interested in hearing about our Foundation or in helping to support us in many ways?
Please contact us at <Rockbridge-Haiti@hughes.net>. Our web site will be up in
June so please visit us at Rockbridge-HaitiMedicalAlliance.org.

Yours in Christ,
Dr. Walter Kerschl
Founder and Chairman, RHMA




Lemonade Fellowship

Thanks to the folks who host

the lemonade fellowship fol-

lowing our 10:00 service.

This is a special time of fel-

lowship for both members
and guests. We meet in the churchyard
outside of the Sanctuary after the service.
Hosts for July are:

July 5: Ann Spice
July 12: Suzanne Noonan
July 19: Rich and Susie Hastings

July 26: Kathy Kaiser

Please notify Irogers@lexpres.org
when you have a change of mail-
ing and/or e-mail address. Thanks!

Men’s Satur-
day
Fellowship
Group

The class will
change its procedures and meeting place for the
summer months. They will be meeting in a local
restaurant for breakfast from 7:30-8:30 a.m. and
will discuss a recent sermon or another pertinent
subject. They plan to pick up their study book in
September. For the July date and location, see
the bulletin in church, call the church office, or
call Bob Moreschi. Adult men of all ages are wel-
come. If you have any additional questions,
please contact Bob Moreschi at bimore-
schi@embargmail.com or 463-6984.

www.lexpres.org

The LPC website allows you the op-
portunity to view all programs offered by the
church: Worship, Sermons, Christian Edu-
cation, Calendar, Monthly Newsletters, Up-
coming Events, Music, Educational Grants
and opportunities to become more involved.
Be sure to visit other sections of the website
to learn more about the exciting events
planned for LPC.

It's a great way to stay informed of
the unique worship experiences awaiting
you at Lexington Presbyterian Church.

July Food
of the Month,
Donated to the
RARA Food Pantry:

Child Vitamins/Toothpaste

Please leave the food in boxes in
the front hallway outside of the church office.

Going Green???

:If you are ready to discontinue receiving the paper
:copy of the church newsletter by snail mail due to :
:its availability on the website, please let Lila in the :
i church office know to remove your name from :
‘that mailing list. When the newsletter is published :
:on the website, Lila will send a blanket email to
:those who have elected to read the newsletter in

: this manner to alert those folks of its availability.
: Then you will be able to print just those pages you :
:wish to have a paper copy of rather than the full  :
:issue. We will continue to send paper copies to
:those who wish to receive the information in the

i traditional form!



From the Noel Library.....

Summertime, and the reading is light:
Dogs, rabbits, and more dogs...welcome to
the Noel Library Zoo!

John Grogan’s Marley, sub-titted A
Dog Like No Other, should appeal to all
owners of canines. This is the author’s ad-
aptation for kids of his #1 New York Times
best seller Marley and Me, which describes
the relationship between Grogan and his
pet - although “Marley and His Human”
might be a better way of putting it. Adapted
by Grogan and his wife Jenny when the
Labrador retriever was still a puppy, the au-
thor describes him thus near the end of the
book: “No one ever called him a great dog
—or even a good dog. He was as wild as a
banshee and as strong as a bull. He
crashed joyously through life with a gusto
most often associated with natural disas-
ters. As for brains, let me just say he
chased his tall till the day he died, appar-
ently convinced he was on the verge of a
major canine breakthrough.”

Following Marley’s death Grogan
adds, “A person can learn a lot from a dog,
even a loopy one like ours...Marley taught
me about living each day to the fullest. He
taught me to seize the moment and follow
my heart. He taught me to appreciate the
simple things like a walk in the woods or a
fresh snowfall. Mostly, he taught me how
to be a good, loyal friend. Was it possible
for a dog — any dog, but especially a nutty,
wild one like ours — to point humans to the
things that really mattered in life? Things
like loyalty, courage, and devotion. And
the things that did not matter, too? A dog
has no use for fancy cars or big homes or
designer clothes. A waterlogged stick will
do just fine. A dog judges others not by
how they look but by who they are inside.
A dog doesn’t care if you are rich or poor,
smart or dull. Give him your heart, and he

will give you his. It was really quite sim-
ple....Sometimes it took a dog with stinky
breath and bad manners to help us see
what really counts in life. Despite all his
flaws, Marley had given us a gift that no
amount of money could buy. He gave us
the gift of total, complete love. He taught
us how to give it and how to accept it.
When you have love, most of the other
pieces fall into place.”

Watership Down, a novel by Richard
Adams, is a book the librarian wishes she
had approached with more respect to begin
with. A month after she started it she was
still wallowing around in this story about
rabbits, regretting the fact that she had
even begun it, when all of a sudden it took
on new life. Originating as a story told by
the author to entertain his children on a
long car trip, it has been referred to by
some as a “kid’s book too good for kids.”

In truth, it is really a powerful parable about
society and its relation to the natural world.
Thematically it is not unlike Robert Law-
son’s Rabbit Hill, reviewed in our Septem-
ber ‘04 column; and since we already have
that book on our shelf of books for “Very
Young People”, we have classified Adams’
book as a novel for adults. Be advised that
there is a “Lapine Glossary” in the back.
(Double-framed with this newsletter on

our display table is a most amusing and
enlightening letter to the librarian from

her sister-in-law, who taught the book to
her ninth grade English class.)

The View from under the Pew by
Diane Johnson, a book for young people,
describes the function of a seeing-eye dog.
Beautifully illustrated by Margaret Freed, it
features Walter, a blonde golden retriever,
who works with Pastor Diane, who is blind,
thus making her ministry to others possible.

It is dedicated to the men and women who
train these dogs.

5




News about our Youth!

Twelve youth participated in our Youth Mission Week June 7 —
12. Those serving in the mission field were Catalena Bent, Bri
Bissell, Seth Candler, Maya DeHart, Jamie Floyd, Sally Han-
sen, Patrick Hennis, Austin Kalasky, Connor Kroll, Katie Lee,
Corey Smallwood, and Amanda Tuchler. They were accompa- |
nied each day by Elizabeth Klein and Olivia Patton. Other adult :
:leaders helped the group with transportation and work at the different service organizations.
:Many thanks to Margie Page, Ruth Candler, Anne Hansen, Ruth Floyd, Jane Horton and Eliza-
:beth Klein! Also, David Grace joined us for work in the Campus Kitchen garden at W&L. Thank
:you, David! The group worked for the Campus Kitchen Project, Habitat for Humanity, Yellow
: Brick Road, and the Roanoke Rescue Mission. They also raised more than $330 for Every :
:House a Garden, a project of Rockbridge Grown. The group began their work on Sunday, June 7 :
:with a reflection time about why we serve, what expectations we might have, what our own atti-
‘tudes about serving are, and how we might keep Jesus’ ministry as our guiding light for the week. !
' Each day brought new tasks, insights, learning opportunities, and shared fun and fellowship time.
: Blessings to all who helped make this amazing week possible! :

.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

July Youth
Birthdays

Upcoming Events

In the Summer!
12 — Christopher Bidlack
Saturday, July 11 — SNOWS (Suppers Not
19 — Meredith McAllister on White Street) — 7:00 pm — Rockbridge
Rapids game at W&L baseball field behind

. the W&L Pavilion - $4.00 for game ticket —
19 — Preston McAllister bring money to buy concessions or eat be-
forehand

22 — Wills Hammond
Sunday, August9 — SNOWS - 6:00 pm —

31 — Sierra Elrod Swim party and picnic at the Lexington Coun-
try Club - $7.00 - $8.00 for meal — Bring the
whole family!




Vacation Bible School Decorations
for Return and Give Away!

Teachers for Fall Classes There are numerous items that have been
The Christian Education Committee loaned to us for VBS decorations that are still
asks that you consider teaching our waiting for their owners. Please check and see
children and youth next fall. We still if you are missing these things and stop by the
have opportunities for teaching the church to pick the_m up. We are trying to do
three and four year olds, the Kinder- some clean up this summer and want to return
gartners and First Graders, the Second these things to you. We also have festive deco-
and Third Graders, and the Middle rations that might be good for a child’s party that
Schoolers. Please speak with you would be welcome to have. | will have all of
Gretchen Sukow, Jane Horton, Laura these items in the Baby Nursery (Room 130) un-
Brown, or Olivia Patton, if you feel til August 10 at which point,_ we will be donating
called to offer your skills in our class- them. Some of the loaned items are: boogie
rooms. Your help is greatly needed to board with frogs, blue b_eac_h umbrella, begch
continue the classes we offer next towels, blue beach chair, bicycle pump, chil-
year. dren’s Mexican hats, and Mexican posters.

2-Wheel Dolly Missing

A 2-wheel dolly is missing from the Sexton’s closet. It disap-
peared over the weekend of June 13 — 14. If you have any
knowledge of its whereabouts, please call the office. Thank
you.

Summer Sunday
School and Children’s
Enrichment

There will be no Sunday
School classes for our
children this summer.
We are going to still offer
Children’s Enrichment
during the 10:00 am wor-
ship service.




The Lexington Presbyterian Church

Session “At Work”

LPC Session met on June 2, 2009 at 7:30 p.m.
in Room 111. Our current membership is 609.
Approved the transfer of Carol Newman to Mt.
Vernon Pres. Church, Atlanta, GA. The next
Presbytery meeting was announced for August
22, 2009 at 1st Church, Winchester, VA.

Committee Reports:
Christian Education
Need adults to chaperone Youth Mission
week, June 10-13
Recruiting Sunday School teachers
Need two new members for children’s sub-
committee
Need workers for VBS, August 3-7
Congregatlonal Life
Working on SOWS dates & locations—6/14
(Bowden’s home); 7/11(baseball game); and
8/9 (swimming at the Lex. Golf & Co. Club)
Financial Management
Donations from the Marge Phillips Fund are
being transferred to the Elsie Brown Fund.
Discussed our investment strategy
May need to change the spending allotment
of 8% and other changes for next year.
Nominating
Approved to call a congregational meeting
on June 7 to elect Elders to the Class of
2012 and a youth rep. to serve on the Nomi-
nating Committee: Barbara Brown, Philip
Coulling, Bob Doyle, Mary Dugan, Josh
Elrod, Margaret Howard, Ann Massie, and
John Norman. Katie Brown will be the youth
representative.
Outreach
Encouraged elders to help with transporta-
tion of those who cannot come to church
from our community
Jo Anne and Eddie Willis are encouraging
our members to become involved in the
Rockbridge Literacy Program as volunteers.
Pandemic planning being considered

Working on the Mission Endowment con-
cept details.

Personnel
Bill McCorkle will reach his 30 year anniver-
sary working for our church this summer.
Sabbatical & bonus were discussed for him.
Diane Burgreen was approved as a part
time youth director

Planning
Renovations will be named: Building for
Faith, Fellowship and Community
Bill Klein’s sabbatical is June 7-Sept. 13
Encouraging “green” behaviors
Approved the use of “fair trade” coffee & tea

Property
Projects completed or in the works: handi-
cap ramp railing; shrub trimming and spray-
ing; lawn mover purchase; refurbishing
hands on the steeple clock; replace box-
wood on Nelson St. side of sanctuary; re-
newal of church insurance; repairing Murray
Hall steps and landing; repairing and paint-
ing wood in front of Murray Hall.

Worship
Committees should consider Life of the
Church reports about their work

Task Force—Murray Hall Renovation
Approved Train and Partners to work on the
Schematic and Preliminary Designs

Task Force—Capital Campaign
Requesting pledges from session members
Approved a campaign budget of $7500 from
the capital assets fund

Major Report—— Outreach Committee (see
page 9)

Next Administrative Council meeting: Sep-
tember 9, 2009, 4:30 p.m.

Next stated Session meeting: September
15, 2009, 7:30 p.m.




MAJOR REPORT—-LPC PROPERTY COMMITTEE—-June 2, 2009

Property Committee Members:
Mike Strickler (Chairman), Joe Irby (Vice-Chairman), Skip Hess (Secretary), Doug Caldwell, Ron Downey,
Jane Dunlap, Dick Emrey, Frank Friedman, Margaret Howard, John Morman, Jean Robinson, Jay Williams

Property Committee Duties as set forth in the Manua | of Operations
- Efficiently manage the property of LPC; plan and supervise all maintenance of property and equipment; coordi-
nate with the Congregational Life Committee concerning matters related to the kitchen;
Perform annual inspection of property and equipment prior to making annual budget and capital improvement
recommendations;
Ensure maintenance and use that minimizes liability to the church, church employees, and general public;
Coordinate the daily activities of the sexton with church staff as needed;
Secure a substitute or supplemental help as necessary for vacation periods and for jobs requiring extra assis-
tance;
Provide custodial supplies;
Manage the work of the Yardbirds — providing two work days per year focusing upon church and manse grounds.
Recommend to Session space allocations for new or expanding church programs;
Develop policies concerning use of church property and equipment by groups within and without the church.
Meetmgs are held on the third Tuesday of each month (except July) at 5:30 in Room 113. August and December
meetings are called at the discretion of the Chairman.

PrOJects completed from June 2008 to June 2009 (in chronological order):
Brick walk-way at the Manse
Removal of tree at the Manse
Purchase of two tables for Room 111
As part of Phase | — Murray Hall/Manse renovations
1. Metal roof replace on Murray Hall
2. Manse roof scraped and repainted
3. Manse water drainage problems resolved
4. Handicap ramp installed for back entrance to Murray Hall (installation of railings currently in progress)
Sanctuary steps on Nelson Street reinforced and repaired
Concrete pointing done to front steps of Sanctuary
Carpet tiles and micro-blinds installed in Room 113
Historic plaque indicating the phases of the sanctuary brickwork placed in the Vestibule
Annual decorating of the dogwood trees with Christmas lights
Threshold, leading into Vestibule form the courtyard, repaired
Door closer replaced on door in alley way off Nelson Street
Insulated blinds installed behind sound system in sanctuary balcony
Bid given to Largent Roofing to make significant roof repairs around borders of the flat roofs over Murray Hall to
alleviate 4-5 constant leaking areas.
Passed guidelines for obtain maintenance projects...two bids for any projected estimated to cost over $1,500
Load of mulch delivered to the Manse
Squirrel and bird damage to eaves and front finial at the Manse...partially complete
Trimming and spraying of all shrubbery around the church property
Purchase of lawnmower for church and Murray Hall areas
Fire Marshall inspection of Murray Hall revealed two major problem areas...library bookshelves in the hallway
and clean up of the Music Director’s office
Replaced dead boxwood on Nelson Street side of the sanctuary
Signed new three year insurance contract for church property to include worker compensation clause...BB&T
Barger Insurance
Refinishing of the hands on the steeple clocks (powder coating)

NOTE: The Property Committee continues to work closely with the Task Force for the Renovation of Murray Hall and
the Manse. Four members of the Property Committee are also members of the Task Force.
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Make a Difference!

POVERTY—-'hidden’ poverty—-does it
exist in our beautiful area?

In the Lexington/Rockbridge area, 29% of the
population 18 years and older do NOT have a
high school diploma or GED. 33% of the school
age population of Lexington/Rockbridge area re-
ceive free/reduced price meals which is a major
indicator of poverty. In 2004, the commonwealth
of Virginia lost $300 million due to lost revenues
from people without jobs, welfare, food stamp programs and other programs related
to individuals with less than a high school education. If a child is unable to read by
third grade, their entire academic progress is severely impaired. Some reports indi-
cate the future need for prison cells is determined by the number who cannot read
by the 3rd or 4th grade.

We started tutoring the fall of 2008 through the Rockbridge County Library’s
literacy program headed by Susan Bushnell. We responded to a small article in the
News-Gazette in early August inviting people with an interest to assist children K-
5th grade with reading. The classes involved an orientation session of 2 hours and
3 other sessions 2 hours each. The classes were held at the W&L and Rockbridge
County Libraries. The local reading specialists attended some of the meetings and
answered questions as well as giving encouragement to the participants. Since we
are not elementary school educators, we were a tad nervous at first. However,
Susan and the reading specialists were very helpful in getting us started in this en-
deavor.

Tutoring starts in early October and ends the first week in May. It involves
transportation time to and from the school, 1 glorious hour with the student and 15-
30 minutes of preparation. The schools/children welcome you with open arms.
The students are really excited to learn and work hard. We were fortunate to have
our 2 students come up a grade level with their readying. The entire experience
was a WIN/WIN. We encourage you to make time in your schedule for 1 1/2 hours
per week to help a local student make progress in their reading, seriously impact-
ing the rest of their academic and regular life. These children are our future and
YOU could really make a difference. When you are visiting the Rockbridge Re-
gional Library, sign up with the tutoring program and Susan Bushnell will give you
a call about the up-coming classes. You will be glad you did!! Call Jo Anne or
Eddie Willis @ 540-463-5104 if you need more information.

Jo Anne and Eddie Willis
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