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Notes from the Clergy...

Fourteen years ago my life began to be
entwined with the life of Lexington Presbyte-
rian Church. | am grateful for the hand of
providence that worked through the search
committee, those first members of the church
that made such an impression upon me. Two
who served on that committee have joined the
church triumphant — Mabel Barritt and Art
Beeton. They can’t mind if I mention their
names. Those still with us may not want to be
reminded — people like Jane Carpenter (who
was chair of the committee), Matt Paxton,
Hayden Walker, Cynthia Hintze, and Carrie
Miller. My gratitude to them is large. This has
become a wonderful home for me and my
family. Hopefully it has been a wonderful mar-
riage for you, too.

One of the many happy surprises about
being your pastor has been opportunity for
sabbatical leave. Early in my time with you
members of what was then known as the Ex-
ecutive Committee suggested the church pro-
vide me a time away every 7" year. | have
not taken this unsolicited act of kindness for
granted.

So this month | step aside from my
regular duties for a time of rest and renewal. |
regret that in this busy society such a time of
rest and renewal is not a standard for every-
one. Other cultures do a better job or recog-
nizing the frequent need for a slower pace.

This Summer | intend to spend time at
two of our denomination’s retreat centers —

i.e., Montreat in the mountains of North Caro-
lina near Ashville and Ghost Ranch in the de-
sert north of Santa Fe, NM. At Montreat, Deb
and | will participate in the music and worship
conference. At Ghost Ranch, Deb and | will
spend time in spiritual retreat. In addition, |
will travel to Smith Mountain Lake for time with
my family. A friend has graciously offered me
lodging near the beach in North Carolina. And
| will spend time in Rockbridge County read-
ing, gardening, writing, and cycling. On Sun-
days when | am in the area | intend to visit
churches up and down the valley to hear
friends in ministry preach. | do not get that
opportunity very often.

If you see me around town, please
speak. | will not be taking a vow of silence. |
will not, however, be available for pastoral
care or committee meetings. In my absence
pastoral leadership will be provided by Betty
Jean Young, Julie Hollingsworth, and Nancy
Whiteley — all three retired Presbyterian pas-
tors and kindred spirits. Preaching will fall
predominantly to Betty Jean Young, but you
will also have occasion to hear Bernard
Bangley and Malcolm Brownlee. | feel very
fortunate to have so many fine retired Pres-
byterian pastors to guide you.

Blessings upon you all this Summer.
Thank you for your kindness. Thank you for
your trust.

L'Chiam (To Life),
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Preaching Schedule for June

June 7 Trinity Sunday Preacher: William M. Klein

Texts: John 3:1-21 & Psalm 29 Sermon: The Triune God of Grace
June 14 11™ Sunday in Ordinary Time Preacher: Betty Jean Young
June 20 12™ Sunday in Ordinary Time Preacher: Betty Jean Young
June 28 13" Sunday in Ordinary Time Preacher: J. Malcolm Brownlee

We will begin our Summer Worship Schedule on Sunday, June 14. We will have a single 10:00 AM wor-
ship service each Sunday during the Summer. These services will take place in the sanctuary followed by
lemonade fellowship located in the churchyard between Murray Hall and the Sanctuary. The regular worship
schedule will resume on Sunday, September 13.

News Items for the To Sarah Blackburn ( her father)

July 2009 To Russ Elliott ( his father)
Newsletter To the family of M ary Foulkes

i
Sty

Bill Klein’s Sabbatical Leave

To Becky Merchant ( her mother)

People like to know what is going on in
the church. Write an article for the
newsletter and share the information.
Please email to Mary Atthowe at
<matthowe@rockbridge.net> by June
15th in Word format please, or leave
your information in the church office.

Sabbatical: Derived from the word “Sabbath”,
the dictionary defines sabbatical as “An extended pe-
riod of leave from one’s customary work, especially for

rest; to acquire new skills or training.”

Bill Klein will take a sabbatical leave this sum-
mer. (Bill's comments about his sabbatical are on the
front page.) His last sermon before beginning his sab-
batical will be on June 7". He will return to the pulpit on
September 13", Rally Day.

We'll celebrate the beginning of Bill’s sabbatical

Alcoholics Anonymous Meetings
Alcoholics Anonymous has proven to be a
life-giving tool to many folks seeking to
manage alcohol addiction. But in order for
AA to be useful, people must be self-
reflective enough to know when they have a
problem with alcohol. If you would like the

support an AA group can provide, you are
welcome to attend one of many meetings
that occur at RE Lee Episcopal Church. AA
meets:

Sundays: 6:30 PM (women only)
Tuesdays: 8:00 PM (closed meeting)
Wednesdays: noon (open meeting) &

8:00 PM (closed meeting)
8:00 PM (open meeting)
10:00 AM (open meeting)
8:00 PM (closed meeting)
Sundays at the hospital at 8:00 PM (open
meeting)

All meetings are non-smoking meetings.
Call 463-3411 for more information.

Fridays:
Saturdays:

leave with a reception in the courtyard after church on
June 7". Please do plan on attending and wishing the
Klein’s God's blessings on their summer activities.

As Bill prepares to leave, a fine gift for him would
be your words, notes, and e-mails of appreciation for
his ministry with our church — and the community.

During these three months, Bill and Deb will do
some traveling, and some of the time they will be here
in Lexington. We should recognize that Bill is on Sab-
batical and NOT call on him for church-related matters.

Betty Jean Young will be the lead person doing
the work that Bill Klein does when he is here. And as
always, Lila will direct calls and concerns to the appro-
priate person for a response.
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Women{iChurch

The PW Community Out-
reach is hosting a tea for
residents of the Mayflower
on Wednesday, June 17
from 2:30-3:30 p.m. Each
circle is requested to pro-
vide a dozen cookies. We
encourage you to attend
as the visitation means so
much to the residents and
children are always a wel-
come addition. Please feel
free to call Barbara Dixon if
you have any questions.

You are welcome to attend
our two Summer Confer-
ences. One is nearby at
Massanetta Springs June
11-14. Registration forms
are in the P.W. Corner of
the Church. The other
conference is in Louisville,
KY July 11-15. It will be a
church-wide gathering of
Presbyterian Women.
Next year, | understand
that the conference will be
further away from our
area. If you would like to
go to Kentucky, please
give me a call (Sandy
Harrelson, 261-1141) as
there will probably be a
bus going from our area so
you won't have to drive. A
registration form is in the
P.W. corner. Have a
Blessed Summer!

Sandy Harrelson
PW President

As we move into summer, we

News are more than ready to move our ac-

From tivities outside! It's time to change to
the warm weather mode!

: Bill Klein is on Sabbatical this
Congregational summer, so we have scheduled the
Life Committee sows (Supper On White Street) to

take place at different locations -

SNOWS (Supper Not On White Street)! Our first meal will be June
14 at Mary Ann and David Bowden’s home. Here are directions:
- Rt. 60 West, past New Monmouth Church and Fredericksburg

Rd exit to Rt. 64

First right after Kerrs Creek Fire Dept. onto Sycamore Valley Dr.

(Rt. 627)

Cross over Rt. 64, bear left

Continue until road splits, staying to right as road turns to gravel

at old white church

Right at Gilmer Creek Lane (at old barn)

Follow long driveway to the end
The drive takes about 20 minutes, so carpooling is encouraged.
Watch for directional signs along the way. Children are welcome!
We plan to have some lawn games - croquet, perhaps a softball
game or horseshoes, etc. As always, bring lawn chairs and a cov-
ered dish, and in case of rain the picnic will be held in Dunlap. Time
is around 5:45. Should be a fun Sunday evening! We will have
maps in Murray Hall for those who are unfamiliar with the area.

Our July SNOWS will be an evening at the ballpark at W&L to
watch the Rockbridge Rapids baseball team play on Saturday, July
11. The tickets will be $4.00, and food will be available at the ball-
park. More information on how to get tickets, time of game, etc., will
be published later.

On Aug. 9 we will have a swim party and picnic at Lexington
Country Club. They will provide hamburger & hotdogs, green salad,
baked beans and perhaps some other equivalent, as well as lemon-
ade and ice tea. Cost will be $7 - $8.00. There will be a lifeguard on
hand, so we encourage people - and children - to bring/wear swim
suits! Also being planned is tennis or maybe a round of golf for
those who are so inclined. Time is 6:00 p.m. for the picnic, with ear-
lier times for tennis or golf.

We will miss the Kleins this summer, but the Congregational
Life Committee sincerely hopes that everyone will take advantage of
these fun activities this summer.

Congregational Life is compiling a list of people who are will-
ing to join our Committee, or help with any of the dinners. If inter-
ested, please call Shirley at 463-5446.

P.S. Please accept our apologies for publishing incorrect
dates in last month’s Newsletter!

Shirley Claiborn
Chair Congregational Life Comm.




Lemonade Fellowship
Thanks to the folks who host
the lemonade fellowship fol-
lowing our 10:00/11:00 ser-
vice. This is a special time of
fellowship for both members
and guests. We meet in the
churchyard outside of the
Sanctuary after the service beginning this
month. The service is at 11:00 on 6/7 and
6/14. The service is at 10:00 for the re-
mainder of the month. Hosts for June are:

June 7—Dick and Karen Emrey
June 14—Jerry and Ursula Spath
June 21—Bob and Linda Moreschi

June 28—Fran Elrod

Men'’s Saturday
Fellowship Group

h;e“nwsmn The next meeti_ng of the
Saturday Morning Men’s
Fellowship Group is June
13, from 7:30 am — 8:30 am. The class will
change its procedures and meeting place for the
summer months. They will be meeting in a local
restaurant for breakfast and will discuss a recent
sermon or another pertinent subject. They plan
to pick up their study book in September. For the
June location, see the bulletin in church, call the
church office, or call Bob Moreschi. Adult men of
all ages are welcome. If you have any additional
guestions, please contact Bob Moreschi at
blmoreschi@embargmail.com or 463-6984.

www.lexpres.org

L 125

VISIT OUR
WEB SITE

The LPC website allows you the op-
portunity to view all programs offered by the
church: Worship, Sermons, Christian Edu-
cation, Calendar, Monthly Newsletters, Up-
coming Events, Music, Educational Grants
and opportunities to become more involved.
Be sure to visit other sections of the website
to learn more about the exciting events
planned for LPC.

It's a great way to stay informed of
the unique worship experiences awaiting
you at Lexington Presbyterian Church.

June Food
of the Month,
Donated to the
RARA Food Pantry:

o Food
P iy
\\cula

Whole Wheat Pasta

Please leave the food in boxes in
the front hallway outside of the church office.

Going Green???

:1f you are ready to discontinue receiving the paper :
:copy of the church newsletter by snail mail due to :
its availability on the website, please let Lila in the :
ichurch office know to remove your name from
‘that mailing list. When the newsletter is published :
:on the website, Lila will send a blanket email to
:those who have elected to read the newsletter in

: this manner to alert those folks of its availability.
: Then you will be able to print just those pages you :
:wish to have a paper copy of rather than the full  :
:issue. We will continue to send paper copies to
:those who wish to receive the information in the

i traditional form!



Sidney Baker
Christopher Caudill
Leigh Ann Fortney

Elise Hansen
Lee Stuart Hastings

Joseph Irby
Matthew Kaiser
Elizabeth Luder
Courtney Miller
Logan Noonan
Bernice O’Brien
Jennifer Tarris
Kathleen Wager

Nathaniel Alligood (Georgia Tech)
Blaire Hawkins (UVA)
Brandon Hintze (MA-Corcoran College of Art

and Design)

Elizabeth Klein (University of Mary
Washington)

Heather Koehler (Guilford College)

Lucy Rowe (Guilford College)

Marybeth Woody (University of Mary GRADUATES

Washington-December 2008)

If there are others receiving graduate degrees and are not listed above, please let us
know and we will publish their names next month!

) HAITI MINISTRY
iSSi[Iﬂi' Medical Mission TripfOctobgr_ 23-3_1, 200_9 and March 1_9-27, 2010

Tl by the Rockbridge-Haiti Medical Alliance Foundation
d Rockbridge-Haiti Medical Alliance has shipped over $10,000 worth of medi-

cines, vitamins and supplies to help support the full-time nurse in Fond-

Pierre, Haiti and in preparation for our very first medical mission in October. Continued
support is greatly appreciated from our church, its members and the community in order
to fulfill our mission and vision. Itis my hope to provide some sustainable healthcare in
this impoverished area of Haiti. The RHMA has already raised over $15,000 and will
continue its efforts to provide a Health and Wellness program. We hope to build upon the
generosity of our supporters and build a lasting partnership in Haiti. | thank those who
have given and those who will give in the future to our Foundation.

Several presentations have been given this year and others are planned through-
out the summer to multiple organizations in Rockbridge County and beyond. Interested
in hearing about our Foundation or in helping to support us in many ways? Please con-
tact us at <Rockbridge-Haiti@hughes.net>. Our web site will be up by June so please

visit us at Rockbridge-HaitiMedicalAlliance.org.
Yours in Christ, Dr. Walter Kerschl, Founder and Chairman, RHMA

I
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From the Noel Library.....

June is the month that contains Fa-
ther's Day. In past newsletters at this
time of the year we have called attention
to the books that address the role of the
male parent as the typical American
Christian perceives it. There are plenty
of these books still available, most of
which are on the shelf labeled Parents
and Family (call # 376.) This year we are
featuring a book that looks at the subject
through the eyes of a Jewish author. My
Father’'s Paradise by Ariel Sabar chroni-
cles the author’'s search for his Jewish
past in Kurdish Iraq. Sabar had little in-
terest in this subject until the birth of his
own son made him realize that he himself
was a fragile link between past and fu-
ture. He travels with his father, a UCLA
professor of Aramaic, to this area of the
Middle East, now drastically different
from his father's memories of his home-
land. The trip is not without danger to any
Jew asking probing questions. One of
the questions they seek to answer is
what became of Ariel’'s aunt, whose
mother had been unable to nurse her
newborn daughter and had put her into
the care of a wet nurse, who never re-
turned her. But perhaps the most pro-
found impression the book makes on the
reader is to underscore how close the
world has come to losing the Aramaic
language, the language spoken by Jesus
and considered by some scholars to be
the the oldest language of all.

Peace Be upon You by Zachary
Karabell is sub-titted The Story of Muslim,
Christian, and Jewish Coexistence. It was
reviewed in The Roanoke Times (11-04-
07) by the father of our own pastor, Wil-
liam R. Klein. Dr. Klein wrote, “Contrary to
what most Americans assume, the centur-

ies-old relationship between Islam and the
West is not a story of constant violence.
While there has been sporadic persecu-
tion of Jews and Christians for the past
1,400 years at the hands of Muslims,
more often than not Christians and Jews
have lived with Muslims in peaceful coex-
istence. And millions do so today, though
this is seldom reported. Karabell’'s book is
an intriguing, fascinating account of this
history that needs desperately to be read.”

Also added to our books on Com-
parative Religion is Adam Hamilton’s
Christianity and World Religions. The first
chapter focuses on the four key questions
most often asked: (1) Why are there so
many different religions? (2) How should
Christians view other religions? (3) How
is God at work in other religions? (4)
What is the fate of those who earnestly
pursue God through other religions? The
remaining five chapters each deal with a
particular world religion: Hinduism, Bud-
dhism, Islam, Judaism, and Christianity.
Hamilton writes that in researching this
book, he came to a deeper appreciation of
other religions, but was left with an even
stronger conviction about the truth and
power of the Christian gospel.

Recent additions to our books for
children include My Good Night Bible by
Susan L. Lingo, colorfully illustrated by
Kathy Parks. With each turn of the page
the reader gets a new Bible story, alter-
nating with a page of childhood medita-
tions under the headings of Quiet Time,
Prayer Time and Sleep Time. Miriam
Watches Over Baby Moses focuses on
the babyhood of Moses, and how the faith
and loyalty of his older sister saved him
from Pharaoh.




News about our Youth!

Welcome to our rising sixth graders! We look forward to your being a part of
youth ministries at the church. You are encouraged to join us this summer for any
Youth Group activities that might be planned. Do watch for news of upcoming '
summer events on bulletin boards at the church, through e-mail notices to your :
homes, through the newsletter and through snail mail! We invite you to join us for
tworship, study, service and fellowship throughout the year. 5

EOur Sunday School classes will not be held during t he summer. We will begin classes again in the
tearly fall. Rally Day will be on September 13.

Montreat Youth Conference - July 19 — 25

i There are still two spaces for youth available to attend the Presbytery-sponsored trip to Montreat. Jamie

{ Floyd, Bernice O'Brien and Logan Noonan will be attending the Montreat Youth Conference this summer
Ewith the group of twenty-five people from churches across our Presbytery. Olivia Patton, Jenna Smith,

: SPYCE leader and member of First Presbyterian Church in Harrisonburg and John Bethard, pastor of :
: Charles Town Presbyterian Church, will journey with the youth. The Presbytery group still needs one adult
émale leader to accompany the group. If you have abundant energy, a love of worship and song, and a i
: youthful heart, please consider sharing your gifts with the youth to help make this trip one of their best ex-
i periences of community in Christ. If you are interested in attending the conference or being a leader, :
please speak with Olivia to find out more about the Montreat trip.

.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

| ——
June Youth !
Birthdays
1 — Lee Stuart Hastings Other Upcoming Events in the Summer!
3 — Lucas Bergmann Vacation Bible School — August 3 - 7 — 9:00
10 — Harrison Mines am — 12:00 pm - We would love our youth to
_ help with this week. If you are interested, you
11 — Leah Candler
. must sign up in advance. Contact Olivia at
12 — Leigh Fortney 463-3873 or opatton@lexpres.org.
14 — Cody Farrish
15 — Sidney Baker We are planning a few summer gatherings,
. such as going to a Rockbridge Rapids game
16 — Miles Bent and tailgating beforehand and going to a Lime
18 — Courtney Miller Kiln concert or play as a group. In August, we
; ; will have our annual end of the summer pic-
23 — Maggie Friedman
. nic. Details are still being worked out for
26 — Max Miller these activities, so heads up!




Vacation Bible School
Plans are being made to hold Vacation Bible School on

August 3 — 7, 2009. We are trying to ensure that we have

enough adult leaders to hold VBS. We need to fill the key po-

sitions for leaders in each rotation by June 14 . Please con-

sider helping us with this wonderful and joy-filled week of ex-

periencing God through the eyes of our children and through

community with each other. If we have our adult leaders, we
will proceed with registration for the children, but if we do not, we may have to consider the
possibility of not having Bible school this year.

So do come join the camp counselors! Following are the areas in which we need
leaders as well as those already packing their camping gear to help. We want your energy,
too! This is a call for youth and adults!

Opening Assembly

Bible Storytelling

Preschool — Angie Tschantz, Whitney Huffman and Pat Jones

Music — Karen Doyle

Recreation — Tammy Shomo and Tom Jones

Snacks

Crafts — Gretchen Sukow and Paige Williams

Camp Counselors (Shepherds)

A director for VBS is also needed. This person would be responsible for organizing all key
volunteer positions, arranging for planning meetings, and coordinating with Olivia all neces-
sary paperwork required and supplies needed for each activity. Please contact Olivia to get
more information about the project and to make your commitment of time and love.

Educational grants will be
awarded to the following students
on Sunday, May 31, 2009:

Molly Atthowe Whitney Jones
Sidney Baker Matthew Kaiser
Jessie Bartlett Beth Luder
Emily Bergmann Logan Noonan
Grace Dawson Casey Nye
David Grace Sandy Nye
Leigh Anne Fortney Bernice O'Brien
Cary Hastings Kaitlin Smith
Lee Stuart Hastings Jennifer Tarris
Sarah Heidel Jonathan Tarris
Joseph Irby Russell Trimmer
Andrew Jewell

Summer Sunday
School and Children’s
Enrichment

There will be no Sunday
School classes for our
children this summer.
We are going to still offer
Children’s Enrichment
during the 10:00 am wor-
ship service.




Teaching in Our Church

Do you feel called to the teaching ministry of our
church? Have you truly thought about the special gifts and tal-
ents God has blessed you with and how you use them as disci-
ples of Jesus?

The Christian Education Committee is prayerfully con-
sidering our need for teachers for next year. We have had
many wonderful leaders work with our children, youth and adult

classes. Some of them had not experienced teaching in the church before and they
found they were led to a discovery of this calling to teach. And they loved it!

Some of our current teachers will rotate off this coming year, so they can experi-
ence an adult class. It is our hope that as more of the congregation shares their gifts of
teaching, that no person has to bear more of a commitment than he or she feels com-
fortable bearing.

For next fall, we have spaces open for teachers for children, youth and adults. If
you are interested in teaching an adult class and have an idea for a topic or book,
please contact Olivia. We wish to offer one more class than is already planned in the
fall, and we need your help with deciding the type of course and who will lead it.

For the children’s and youths’ classes, please consider joining or creating one of
the teams in the following age groups.

Three and Four Year Olds — need a group of three teachers
Kindergarten and First Graders — Josh Elrod — need two more teachers

Second and Third Graders — Tom Jones and Bob Moreschi — need two more teach-
ers for another team

Fourth and Fifth Graders — Patsy Aligood, Betsy Lee, Margie Page, JoAnne and
Eddie Willis — all set!

Middle Schoolers — Boyd and Laura Brown, Frank and Debbie Friedman, Randy and
Tammy Shomo — need one more couple or two people for another team

High Schoolers — Anne Hansen, Jane Horton, Theresa Luder — need another per-
son, preferably male

As you prayerfully consider teaching next year, put the call into the hands of
God. Remember that to teach, there are three priorities:

1. LOVE GOD

2. LOVE CHILDREN, YOUTH AND ADULTS

3. HAVE A GIFT TO SHARE

As you think about your gifts and consider teaching, open your heart, open your
ears to hear God’s still small voice, open your mind, open your eyes, open yourself to
others, and trust that God is at work in you.

Please contact Olivia (opatton@Iexpres.org or 463-3873) if you feel that you
might help with our teaching ministry.



The Lexington Presbyterian Church

Session “At Work”

LPC Session met on May 12, 2009 at 7:30 p.m.
in Westfel. Our current membership is 608.
Approved the transfer from the inactive roll of
Suzanne and R.J. Ogren to Community Pres.
Church in Clarendon Hills, IL. The next pres-
bytery meeting was announced for August 22,
2009 at 1st Church, Winchester, VA.

Committee Reports:

Christian Education

- Looking for VBS director
Recruiting Sunday School teachers
Educational Grant applications are in
Confirmands will be examined 5/19
Need adult volunteers for youth mission trip
Making plans for the 2010 Festival of Faith
Approved Anne Hansen to teach high
school Sunday School
Approved Christian Neubaum to serve on
Campus subcommittee
Approved four week Advent or Lenten study
to include a meal

Communications
Encouraged to visit and explore the LPC
website which is recently upgraded by the
webmaster, Mary Ellena Ward

Congregational Life

- Dates: 5/17—Ilunch after morning worship;
5/21—supper to present Murray Hall reno-
vations
Working on SOWS dates & locations—6/14;
7/11; and 8/9

Financial Management
Received another check from the McClung
estate to total $170,000

Nominating
Working on Session Class of 2012

Outreach
Habitat Disciples Build will be in the fall
rather than summer
Approved David Dax to serve on the Out-
reach Committee

Planning

- Renovations Task Force will prepare dinner
and present info on 5/21
Choosing name and logo for the renovations
Making plans to “send off’ the Kleins on 6/7
and welcome them back on 9/13 in conjunc-
tion with his sabbatical leave
Continues to coordinate the Task Forces
and Committees concerning renovations
Considering recommendations from the
class on Environmental Stewardship

Property

- Securing bids for handicap ramp railing
Took care of manse squirrel and bird dam-
age
Refurbishing hands on the steeple clocks
Discussion about how to provide additional
library shelving

Worship

- Joint worship with 1st Baptist and Randolph
St. Methodist on May 17
Working to get youth on usher teams
May 21 Evensong with RELee Episcopal

Task Force—Murray Hall Renovation
Up-date with presentation of map

Task Force—Capital Campaign
Requesting pledges from session members

Major Report—— Outreach Committee
Closed with prayer.
Next stated meeting: June 2, 2009
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