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LPC NEWSLETTER 
 
Lexington Presbyterian Church                                            July  2010 

Notes from the Clergy…  
  

� Ten years ago July 18, our sanctuary 
burned.  So hard for me to believe it has 
been that long ago.  You who were here will 
recall that ghastly day.  You will also recall 
the powers-that-be at Washington & Lee 
were quick to offer the use of Lee Chapel 
on a regular or occasional basis.  What a 
kind offer.  As it turned out, we chose to 
hold weekly worship in our fellowship hall…
but were very grateful to be able to count 
on Lee Chapel as our second home for 
weddings. 
 I was glad for us to return to our rebuilt 
sanctuary in January 2003.  But I have to 
say there was something very powerful 
about worshiping in Dunlap Auditorium.  We 
were packed into that fellowship hall week 
after week – some folks sitting on the stage, 
some in the hallway with the doors open.  
There was an intimacy to our “time of exile” 
that was invigorating…intimacy in the sense 
that everyone had to sit cheek-to-cheek on 
folding chairs…intimacy in the sense there 
were only three ways out of the place of 
worship so folks greeted one another in-
stead of quietly slipping away.   
 A church member recently told me the 
most meaningful service she remembers 
was an Easter we were packed into the fel-
lowship hall.  That year she sat on a lemon- 

 
 
ade cooler in the kitchen throughout the 
service…and that was her best Easter 
ever.  I know what she means.  Just goes 
to show you that a beautiful sanctuary 
does not automatically translate into mean-
ingful worship or loving fellowship. 
 As we watched a rebuilt sanctuary rise 
out of the ashes there was a sense of ex-
citement about the project that unified us.  
We gathered weekly (yes, weekly) for 
church suppers to learn more about what 
was being planned.  Folks joined the church 
in droves because they wanted to be a part 
of the marvelous spirit they sensed in this 
place.   
 This 10th anniversary of the fire let’s 
spend some time pondering what was, what 
is, and what can be again for this congrega-
tion.  Don’t get me wrong.  Another fire is 
the last thing I want.  I am eager for us to 
experience a different kind of fire.  I’m ea-
ger for this congregation to be set on fire by 
Christ’s Spirit.  I have seen what can hap-
pen.  So has the Holy Spirit who patiently 
waits for us, encourages us, coaxes us to 
new life. 
 ���������
�����������������������L'Chiam (To Life),         
   ����  �
                                                          �

Wholeness and Healing Service  
               
 You are invited to attend our monthly Wholeness and Healing Service.  
Generally this service is held the first Sunday of the month at 5:00 in the eve-
ning.  This 45 minute service will be led by your pastor and will include 
prayers both general and specific, scripture reading, singing, and silence.  For 
those who may be so inclined, there will be opportunity for the laying on of 
hands.  Everyone interested is invited to attend the July 4 service. 
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Alcoholics Anonymous Meetings  
Alcoholics Anonymous has proven to be a 
life-giving tool to many folks seeking to 
manage alcohol addiction. But in order for 
AA to be useful, people must be self-
reflective enough to know when they have a 
problem with alcohol.  If you would like the 
support an AA group can provide, you are 
welcome to attend one of many meetings 
that occur at RE Lee Episcopal Church.  AA 
meets: 
Sundays: 6:30 PM (women only)             
Tuesdays: 8:00 PM (closed meeting) 
Wednesdays: noon (open meeting) & 
                        8:00 PM (closed meeting) 
Fridays:  8:00 PM (open meeting) 
Saturdays: 10:00 AM (open meeting) 
  8:00 PM (closed meeting) 
Sundays at the hospital at 8:00 PM (open 
meeting) 
Open Door Al Anon Meeting at Stonewall 
Jackson Hospital Conference Room A on 
Sundays at 8:00 p.m. 
All meetings are non-smoking meetings. 
Call 463-3411 for more information. 

�
Preaching Schedule for July 

July 4   14 th Sunday in Ordinary Time                                  Preacher:  William M. Klein 
   Texts:  Luke 10:17-20 & Psalm 30                             Sermon: Agenda for Rejoicing 
 
July 11  15 th Sunday in Ordinary Time                                     Preacher: William M. Klein  
   Texts:  Luke 10:25-37 & Psalm 82:1-5                               Sermon: Giving Justly 
 
July 18  16th Sunday in Ordinary Time                               Preacher: Bernard K. Bangley 
    
July 25  17th Sunday in Ordinary Time                                     Preacher: William M. Klein 
   Texts:  Psalm 85:8-13 & Colossians 2:6-12                               Sermon: Life in Christ 
 
During the Summer months we have a single 10:00 AM worship service each Sunday.  These services take 
place in the sanctuary and are a blend of the two services we hold the rest of the year.  The regular worship 
schedule will resume on Sunday, September 12. 

News Items for the  
August 2010  
Newsletter  

People like to know 
what is going on in the 
church.  Write an article for the newslet-
ter and share the information.  Please 
email to Mary Atthowe at 
<matthowe@rockbridge.net> by July 
15th in Word format please, or leave 
your information in the church office. 

                       
                 To the family of 
                 Norma Moore 

 
                  To the family of 
                  Caldwell Lam 

 
                 To Mimi Elrod 
                   (her brother) 

 
                    To Mary Atthowe 

                 (her father) 

Please note:   
The 2010 Church Directory of names, addresses (& e-
mails), and telephone numbers is available for those 
who have not yet picked up a copy.  Please remember 
that this contact information is for church family only and 
should not be used for other purposes. 

Guest Preacher 
 
We are pleased to have the 
Rev. Bernard K. Bangley  as 
guest preacher July 18.  Ber-
nard is a retired Presbyterian 
pastor living in the Rockbridge 
Baths area with his wife Anna.     
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Congregational Life Committee News: 
 
Please reserve the following dates for summer fellowship activities: 
 
· Sunday, July 25, 7:00 PM  – Rockbridge Rapids Baseball Game, 
Smith Field, W&L.  We have a block of seats reserved for LexPres.  
Also, feel free to bring your own lawn chairs.  Group rate is $4 per 

person; children 10 and under are free.  Concession foods will be available.  Food op-
tion:  For groups of 15 or more, a catering package  is available (barbecue, cole 
slaw, macaroni salad, chips & soda for $9.50, which  includes your game ticket).  
Special for children -- hot dog, chips and drink fo r $3.  Sign ups are needed at least 
one week in advance and prepaid tickets will be iss ued to expedite entry.   Assum-
ing we have 15 signed up (including children), we w ould meet at 6:15 PM and eat 
prior to the game.  Those not electing the food opt ion can arrive any time and pay 
as you come in.  Sign up sheets will be available i n Murray Hall.   

 
· Sunday, August 22, 5:00 PM  – Picnic at Jordan’s Point Pavilion .  Food will be pro-

vided by the Congregational Life Committee.  Simply bring a lawn chair and plan to visit 
with one another and pig out!  There is ample parking convenient to the pavilion. 

 
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

WE NEED YOUR HELP:   As part of our Friends in Need visitation ministry, we are making 
use of Sunday flowers (when not otherwise committed) by arranging them in smaller vases 
for delivery to homebound or hospitalized members as we visit with them.  You can help in 

the following ways: 
1. When providing flowers for Sunday services, please let Lila or Shirley Claiborn know in 

advance whether or not you intend to use them. 
2. If you have extra clear glass florist vases, we can make use of them.  Please leave them 

in the box on the rear counter in the kitchen. 
3. If you are interested in joining our visitation team, please let Shirley Claiborn or Mary Ann 

Bowden know. 
 
Congregational Life Committee wishes everyone a safe and fun-filled summer! 
 
       Mary Ann Bowden, Chair 

Welcome to the following group of new members 
who joined LPC on Sunday, June 20, 2010: 

 
Christine Drake 

 
Charles Flowers 

 
Donna Garnett 

 
Marsha Jones 

 
Dorothy Keesee 
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www.lexpres.org  
 

Lemonade 
 Fellowship  

Thanks to the folks who 
host the lemonade  fel-
lowship following our 
summer 10:00 service.  
This is a special time of 
fellowship for both 
members and guests.  

We meet in the churchyard after the 
service.   Hosts for July are: 
 
July 4—Suzanne Noonan 
 
July 11—Ann Spice 
 
July 18—Rich & Susie Hastings 
 
July 25—Kathy Kaiser 

July Food of the Month, 
Donated to the 

RARA Food Pantry: 
Instant Brown Rice 

Please leave the food in boxes in the 
front hallway outside of the church office. Going Green??? 

If you are ready to discontinue receiving the paper 
copy of the church newsletter by snail mail due to 
its availability on the website, please let Lila in the 
church office know to remove your name from 
that mailing list (40 have elected to do so thus 
far).  When the newsletter is published on the 
website, Lila will send a blanket email to those 
who have elected to read the newsletter in this 
manner to alert those folks of its availability.  Then 
you will be able to print just those pages you wish 
to have a paper copy of rather than the full issue.   
We will continue to send paper copies to those 
who wish to receive the information in the tradi-
tional form!  

Please notify lrogers@lexpres.org 
when you have a change of mailing 
and/or e-mail address. Thanks! 

Hopeful Healing Hour at the Free Clinic     
  
 Our Church has been involved with the Rock-
bridge Area Free Clinic since its inception in the early 
‘90’s.  In fact, Church Elder Dr. David Ellington was 
instrumental in its founding.  Each year LPC provides 
financial assistance to the Clinic through our Out-
reach Committee.  Currently seven members of the 
Church serve on the Clinic’s Board: Mimi Elrod, Jane 
Horton, Ann Massie, Buddy Bryan, Dave Dugan, 
Dave Ellington, and Chuck Phillips. 
 The Free Clinic provides an invaluable service 
to many of our neighbors who otherwise would not 
get the treatment they need.  We are trying to get the 
word out to the community about the Clinic’s work 
and to get feedback about its programs and services.  
The Free Clinic has begun offering a one-hour pro-
gram and tour for people to see their work firsthand: 
the Hopeful Healing Hour.  We ask you to consider 
attending one of these programs to learn more about 
the Clinic.  Upcoming dates and times are:   
   July 13, 5:30 p.m.              July 22, 8:00 a.m. 
   August 3, 5:30 p.m.            August 19, 8:00 a.m. 
   September 7, 5:30 p.m.     September 23, 8:00 a.m. 
   October 5, 5:30 p.m.          October 21, 8:00 a.m. 
Kindly RSVP to Katy Datz Bahhur by email at devel-
opment.freeclinic@comcast.net  
or by calling 540.464.8700, ext. 118.  This is an infor-
mational program; you will not be asked for a contri-
bution.  Come see what dedicated staff and volun-
teers are accomplishing in our community. 
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From the Noel Library…..  
 
 It is probably safe to say that the 
majority of adults in this congregation, as 
well as many of our young people, have 
concerns related to having or being a par-
ent. What will become of our parents as 
they grow older and can no longer safely 
live alone at home?  Being a member of 
“the sandwich generation” (that genera-
tion sandwiched between the needs of 
teen-age children and aging parents) is 
not a fun place to be; indeed, it is down-
right challenging.  34 million Americans 
find themselves providing care for a frail 
or aging family member, a number certain 
to increase as baby boomers become 
seniors. 

 
 Paula Span’s book When the Time 
Comes, sub-titled Families with Aging 
Parents Share their Struggles and Solu-
tions, gives heart to those who are enter-
ing this arena, with its multiple choice-
game of options available.  Its first four 
chapters are entitled Staying Put (Home 
Care), Moving In (The Shared House-
hold), Moving On (Assisted Living), and 
What Else Is There To Fear? (Nursing 
Homes). A closing chapter deals with 
Hospice Care. This is an excellent book, 
and the librarian highly recommends it. 

 
 She took some flack, however,  
from an Unexpected Source when it was 
known that she was ordering the DVD of 
Driving Miss Daisy.  Unexpected Source 
claimed that unless one was from the 
South, one wouldn’t like this film; the li-
brarian countered that it was precisely 
people of Southern heritage who should 
feel very uneasy after viewing it.  That 
said, it remains that this is a beautiful film 
about aging and love that can transcend 
boundaries of racial intolerance and pre- 

 
 
conceived ideas.  If you have never 
seen it, take advantage of this opportu-
nity. 

 
 Also enlarging our Audio-Visual de-
partment is the entire 9- year series of 
The Waltons, ideal for family viewing 
(despite the fact that Paula Span, author 
of the book  mentioned in the second 
paragraph above, takes a few swipes at it; 
she thinks it is partly responsible for a dis-
torted image of what the norm should be 
for caring for our parents.) Each of the 9 
volumes involved contain multiple epi-
sodes, for a grand total of 102 episodes in 
all. A summary of one volume or certain 
episodes at a time may be available at the 
bottom of upcoming newsletter columns.   
We’ll see how it goes. 

 
 Following their debut on the display 
table in the hall, these films will be 
housed on one of the lower shelves of 
the Library (Overflow) Bookcase in 
room 113, but they must still be checked 
out in the library itself, following the 
guidelines posted there on the counter.  
Although the person signing the check-
out card is responsible for returning the 
volume, there is no reason why those 
episodes that are individually boxed (true 
of Volumes 3-7) cannot be loaned to 
friends. This would no doubt be desirable 
for those who want to view the episodes 
sequentially.  Others may be more inter-
ested in viewing single episodes they 
missed years ago, or in devoting their 
attention to the transfer from Richard 
Thomas in the role of “John-Boy” to 
Robert Wightman, who took on that role 
later. (If such a transfer had to be made, 
the librarian considers it  remarkably 
seamless. See what you think!) 
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 News About Our Youth!  
Upcoming Events in the Summer!  

· July 27 – Rockbridge Rapids baseball game – SOWS event – 7 pm 
· August 22 – Picnic at Jordan’s Point – SOWS event – 5:30 pm 
· Late July or mid-August – trip to Emerald Pointe water park in NC with  
      Roanoke area Presbyterian youth 
 

Belated  
June B’day  

June 20-Foster 
Friedman 

 
July  

Birthdays  
July 12-

Christopher 
Bidlack 
July 19-
Meredith 

McAllister 
July 19-Preston 

McAllister 
July 22-Wills 

Hammond 
July 25-Carson 

Maxwell 
July 31-Sierra 

Elrod 
 

Local Mission Week  
Thirteen youth participated in our local Youth Mission Week June 7 – 11.  
Those serving were Catalena Bent, Liam Bent, Bri Bissell, Bryan Emrey, 
Charlie Haywood, Connor Kroll, Nathaniel Lambert, Savannah Lambert, 
Katie Lee, Rose Luder, Isabel Richter, Amanda Tuchler, and Emily Tu-
chler.  Adult leaders helped the group with transportation and work at the 
different service organizations.  Many thanks to Margie Page, John De-
vogt, Bernice O’Brien, Jane Horton, Mary Raine Paxton, Karen Emrey, 
Laura Brown, and Diana Burgreen!  The group worked for the Campus 
Kitchen Project, Boxerwood, Habitat for Humanity, Yellow Brick Road, and 
the Roanoke Rescue Mission.  The group began their work on Sunday, 
June 6 with a meeting to discuss service as Jesus taught us, what expec-
tations we might have, and what our own attitudes about serving are.  
Each day brought new tasks, insights, learning opportunities, and shared 
fun and fellowship time.  Blessings to all who helped make  
this amazing week possible!   
 

Philadelphia Mission Trip  
Katy Brown, Leah Candler, Clay Emrey, Matt Hinks, and Chris Luder par-
ticipated in the mission trip to Philadelphia, June 13 – 18.  They were ac-
companied by Diana Burgreen and Cal and Lynne McCombs.  The trip 
was organized through a company called YouthWorks, which offers mis-
sion opportunities all over the nation.  Do make a point of asking them 
about their experiences in the City of Brotherly Love!  
 

Youth Program Survey  
As you know, Diana Burgreen, our youth director for this past year, has 
moved on to other pursuits.  This position will remain open for now, and 
the Youth Subcommittee is trying to plan for the future of our youth pro-
grams.  A survey was sent out in June to all parents and youth in the 
church.  If you have not returned it yet, please do so soon.   
 
We need the support of the congregation and families of youth to provide 
vital and enriching youth activities.  Please consider giving of your time and 
prayers to lift up these programs.  Our church benefits greatly from youth 
participation and your encouragement. 
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Teachers for Fall Classes  
The Christian Education Committee asks that you consider teaching our children and 
youth next fall.  If you feel called to be a part of our teaching ministries, please speak 
with Laura Brown or Olivia Patton.  Teachers are fun!  Get with the fun crowd!  Our 
young people need you! 

Vacation Bible School  
 Vacation Bible School will be August 2 – 6, 2010.  The 
theme for this year is Galactic Blast: A Cosmic Adventure Prais-
ing God!  Children from age 3 through 5th graders are invited to 
become cadets and board the starship Galactic Praise to learn 
about our awesome universe – and our awesome God – in a 
whole new way.  The Bible stories reveal the wonderful, magnifi-

cent, powerful and living presence of God.  Through our trusty puppet, Galileo the Go-
rilla, we will learn “green” tips each day that help us become more aware of how to 
take care of the planet that God has given us. 
 We still need many more adult and youth leaders.  Please consider helping us 
provide this wonderful program for our children. 
 Come join in the excitement!  Following are the areas in which we need leaders 
bold enough to venture on a new journey together in the name of Christ. 
 Decorations – Barry Mines, Laura Brown, Olivia Patton  
 Opening Assembly 
 Bible Storytelling – Betty Read, Jane Horton, Margie Page 
 Preschool 
 Music – Karen Doyle 
 Recreation – Tammy Shomo, Tom Jones 
 Snacks 
 Art –  Deb Klein 
 Mission Pilots (Shepherds) – Ursula Spath, Linda Moreschi 
 Other – Myra Young, Karen Emrey, Mary Raine Paxton, Sue Nell Dillon, Sandy 
                       Harrelson     
Please contact Olivia to get more information about VBS and to make your commit-
ment of time and love. 

Summer Reading for the Listening for God Class  
You don’t have to wait until September to find out what books to read for the coming 
school year.  Get a head start with The Help by Kathryn Stockett and Have a Little 
Faith by Mitch Albom.  Dates haven’t been set yet, but these books will be discussed 
in September and November.  Two more will be chosen for January and March, but 
the search is on for those.  Happy reading!  If you have any suggestions for books or 
questions about the class, please be in touch with Deb Klein at 464-4223 or 
5kleins@embarqmail.com.   
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Host Family Program for College Students and Campus  Ministry at Lex Pres  
 
It’s time to think about hosting a college student for next year!  We have had minimal 
participation in the last couple of years, and the Campus Ministry Subcommittee needs 
your help to continue the program.  If you are willing to host a student or two, please 
contact Olivia soon.  If you have suggestions for other ways we might go about minister-
ing to our college students, we want to know.  If you would be interested in organizing a 
class specifically for these students, pass that information along.  Your input is appreci-
ated and necessary.  Thank you!   

Life of the Church Report  (abbreviated) 
Capital Campaign Update 

June 6, 2010 
 

 In reporting on the status of our Capital Campaign for the renovation of Murray 
Hall, there is good news and bad news. 
 
 The good news is that we have received pledges totaling more than $560,000 
from more than 140 individuals or couples.   That number includes all Session members, 
our pastor, our clerk of Session, and our church Treasurer; all members of the Cam-
paign and Renovations Task Forces; and six retired pastors who make our church their 
church home. 
 
 The bad news is that the pledges received do not include pledges from more than 
100 of those who pledge or contribute each year to the operating fund for the annual 
support of our church.   Task Force members have been calling people who have not 
yet pledged, and many say that they intend to pledge but just haven’t gotten around to it.   
We know that not everyone has the ability to support the Murray Hall renovations, and 
several have returned a blank pledge card to that effect.   At least then we know we 
need to make no further follow-up. 
 
 Our goal, as you know, is $1.1 million to complete the renovations, and the first 
work is due to start this summer with the installation of the ramp that will allow smooth, 
stair-free passage between the Westfel Lounge area and Dunlap Auditorium. 
 
 When the $560,000 pledged to date is added to the more than $300,000 in the 
church’s capital assets fund, we are getting close to what we will need.   But the amount 
pledged still needs to grow considerably—and soon—so the Session will know exactly 
how much we can count on, and so that we are required to dip into the capital assets 
fund only for what is absolutely necessary. 
 
 So, please, I urge you, if your pledge card has not yet been returned to the 
church office, please send it in promptly.   How about by the end of this month of June?   
Your Campaign Task Force thanks you.   And your church will be much the better for it. 
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Life of the Church Report  
(revised) 

Music Notes by Margaret Howard 
June 20, 2010 

 
Margaret confesses that, without music, her worship experience would be completely 
unfulfilling.  Music is a necessary component, as important to her as the reading of 
Scripture and inspiring sermons.  It is, for her, personal prayer, praise and communion. 
 
The music notes in the bulletin are like a guidepost to that music.  They were originally 
designed to provide the words being sung by the choir, but the notes give so much 
more.  They reveal that the music that’s part of every worship service runs the gamut of 
styles, periods and places of origin.  Even more important, the notes remind us that 
Christians over the centuries, just like us, have expressed their faith through music and 
text.  Music is truly a tie that binds us across the years, proving how much the common-
alities between Christians exceed the differences.  And that is true whether we are look-
ing backward down the centuries, or looking at the church down the street. 
 
The hymns of the church are enormously rich.  The earliest possibly is Be Thou My Vi-
sion, with text dating to 8th century Ireland. 
 
And there’s All Creatures of My God and King, written by Francis of Assisi in 1225. 
 
The text of Jesus Loves Me was written by two sisters from upstate New York for use in 
a novel one of them wrote. 
 
A Mighty Fortress Is Our God, by Martin Luther, is the most powerful hymn of the Protes-
tant Reformation.  Its first lines are carved on his gravestone.  He understood the impor-
tant place of the hymns, writing, “I would allow no man to preach or teach God’s people 
without a proper knowledge of the use and power of sacred song.”  I might not endorse 
the gender bias of his day, but he was definitely on to something. 
 
Some of our hymns have quite interesting backgrounds.  The words to Take My Life and 
Let It Be were written by Frances Havergal in 1874.  She later read her own words—
“Take my silver and my gold;  not a mite would I withhold”—and realized how far short 
she herself fell.  She promptly sent all her jewelry to a mission organization and said that 
she had never gotten so much pleasure from packing a box.  The music to that hymn is 
interesting, too.  It was originally the setting for a quite sensuous poem: 
 

Oh, my love, how comely now 
And how beautiful art thou. 

 
It goes on about the dovelike eyes and shining hair.  Well, okay, you won’t be reading 
that in the music notes. 
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Life of the Church Report:  Music Notes-continued…..  
 
And then there are the hymns that are autobiographical, telling the story of the 
writer’s struggle with faith.  No story is more awe-inspiring than that of John New-
ton, who wrote the words to Amazing Grace.  He was the captain of a ship engaged 
in the slave trade, and he experienced a conversion during a storm that threatened 
to sink his vessel.  That led him to leave the sea and become a minister.  Think of 
God’s power to reach a lost soul when you sing Newton’s words, and reflect on how 
amazing is that grace that could save a wretch like him. 
 
As you can tell by the music notes, the choir and organ music draw from a similar 
span.  Some of the earliest is the music of William Byrd and Gabrielli, one from 
England and the other Italy, but both born in the mid-1500s.  In those centuries mu-
sicians traveled more than you might realize.  Every count, duke, prince and earl 
wanted to be up with the latest, and that meant Italy in Renaissance times.  There 
was an explosion of choral and organ music that grew out of that cross-fertilization.  
Today, we hear organ and choral music from many countries and centuries.  The 
Germans include Sweelinck, born in 1562;  Buxtehude, a hundred years later;  and 
the incomparable Bach.  The French include Couperin, from the Baroque era, right 
up to the 20th century’s Duruflé and Messiaen.  And occasionally we are treated to 
music of the very moment—never heard before and not even written down—when 
Bill improvises on a hymn tune to create a stirring postlude. 
 
This great heritage gives us our preludes and postludes.  I love the postludes best, 
because that’s when the organ opens up and Bill’s feet start to dance.  We get to 
read all about it in the music notes, and Margaret remembers what her father used 
to say:  “The organ’s not loud enough until the pews rattle.” 
 

 
CONSIDER JOINING A 

COMMITTEE! 
Just call one of the 

following  
chairpersons 

to join in the work of 
your church: 

Christian Education——Laura Brown 
Communications—-Mary Ellena Ward 
Congregational Life—-Mary Ann Bow-
den 
Financial Management—-Robert  
        Moreschi 
Outreach—-James M. Baker 
Personnel—-George R. Bent 
Planning—-Dianne W. Herrick 
Property—--John W. Morman 
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The Lexington Presbyterian Church  

Session “At Work”                                                         

June 1, 2010  
 
DATA:  
· Membership:  609 
· Birth:  Taylor Anne Virginia Boyd (5/17) to 

Molly Plogger and Chris Boyd 
· Summer Worship Gathering for Maury 

River Mission Community on 6/13, Windy 
Cove PC pavilion 

 
 
SESSION COMMITTEE BUSINESS 
 
Christian Education  
· Rally Day on 9/12 
· VBS plans moving forward for 8/2-6 
· Youth Mission Trip to Philadelphia 6/13-

18——need more youth to participate 
· Dianna Burgreen’s last day 6/30 
· Approved Maggie Holland (W&L student) 

for Campus subcommittee 
 
Communications  
· Coordinating with Worship Committee 

regarding communication beyond the 
church walls 

· Encouraged committees to take photos 
for inclusion on the website and newslet-
ter 

 
Congregational Life  
· SOWS events scheduled for 6/27 (picnic 

at manse) and 7/25 (Roanoke Rapids 
Baseball Game) & 8/22 (Picnic at Jor-
dan’s Point Pavilion) 

 
Financial Management  
· 3-person committee will review financial 

procedures and recordkeeping 
· Will work with the Adult Education Sub-

committee to fund bi-annual Festival of 
Faith 

· Pledges are to date less than $800,000 
for the Murray Hall renovation 

· Reviewing borrowing options based on 
anticipated construction start date 

 
Nominating  
· Nominees for session will be presented at 

the next meeting 
 
Outreach  
· I-Care student from Ethiopia we have 

helped financially for 10 years will be vis-
iting soon. 

 
Planning  
· Considering how construction will affect 

on-going programs. 
 
Worship  
· Elder visitation schedule was distributed 
· Church group will attend the Music and 

Worship Conference at Montreat 6/20-26 
 
Task Force-Renovation  
· Train and Partners will receive $178,000 

for their work to prepare for our project 
 
Task Force-Capital Campaign  
· A letter is being sent to all groups that 

use the church facilities to give them an 
opportunity to contribute to the Capital 
Campaign. 

 
Major Report given for Property Commit-
tee—see synopsis on page 12. 
 
Next Admin. Council meeting:  7/28, 4:30 
Next Session meeting:  8/3, 7:30 
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PROPERTY COMMITTEE 
Major Report to Session  

June 1, 2010 
 

Members:  John Morman, Chair; Joe Irby, Vice Chair; Mike Strickler, Immediate Past Chair; 
Doug Caldwell, Ron Downey, Jane Dunlap, Dick Emrey, Frank Friedman, Skip Hess, Margaret 
Howard, Jean Robinson, and Jay Williams. 
 
Purpose:  To maintain the long-term integrity of the physical property owned by the Church; 
namely the Sanctuary, Murray Hall and the Manse and certain infrastructure associated with 
this property.  This responsibility also includes determining the use of church facilities by 
church members and church sponsored groups as well as “outside” community groups, and 
the determination of conditions under which these groups can use the facilities.  (Such as fees, 
insurance requirements, etc.)  The Pastor does have the authority to determine the use of the 
Sanctuary. 
 
With the impending renovation of Murray Hall, the Property Committee also needs to weigh the 
appropriate short-term needs in areas that will ultimately be affected by the renovation.  In this 
regard, the Property Committee is also represented on the Renovation Task Force, and works 
directly with the Train & Partners as is necessary. 
 
Funding:  Funding for Property Committee activities comes from two primary sources; a line 
item in the budget for repair and maintenance items, as well as certain acquisitions, and from 
the capital fund in the case of items which have a reasonable life expectancy of greater than 
five years. 
 
Recent Projects of Significance:  There are three projects that have been completed re-
cently under the auspices of the Committee; the modernization of the manse kitchen; the pur-
chase and installation of a new phone system; and the repair of numerous water leaks into 
various areas of Murray Hall.  This last project has been accomplished by addressing both 
roofing issues, guttering and collection issues, and the repair of brickwork and pointing.  Boiler 
components have been repaired and/or replaced, and a new circulating pump installed to in-
crease the efficiency of the heating circuit in Dunlap Auditorium.  The hands on the steeple 
clock have been refinished and replaced. 
 
The Disabled access ramp from Randolph St. was completed previously, but it has recently 
been brought to our attention that the handrail does not follow the ramp itself, but rather runs 
parallel to the level pathway.  This is being addressed.  New Disabled parking signage is being 
included with the current review of the Downtown Parking Management System, and it is an-
ticipated that one spot will be set aside on Randolph St. 
 
Current Activities:  Projects being worked on at present would include problems with the 
main Sanctuary doors, steeple lighting, walkway repair around the courtyard, walkway lighting 
at the Manse, and arrangements for removal of the highest Christmas tree lighting from the 
dogwood trees.  A new set of numerals for one clock face has been obtained, and will be in-
stalled when most opportune.    
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