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LPC NEWSLETTER 
 
Lexington Presbyterian Church                                            February  2010 

Notes from the Clergy…  
 
    Jesus sent out the twelve disciples with 
the following instructions:  “Heal the sick, 
raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out 
demons…” (Matthew 10:8)  From the letter 
of James we read these instructions to the 
faithful.  “Are any among you sick?  They 
should call for the elders of the church and 
have them pray over them, anointing them 
with oil in the name of the Lord.” (James 
5:14)   
 Many years ago when I worked with 
the Iona Community in Scotland I partici-
pated in weekly healing services.  I at-
tended the first of those services with some 
trepidation…mainly because my only knowl-
edge of “healing services” came from hear-
ing evangelists tell their listeners to put their 
hand on the radio, close their eyes, and be 
healed.  That sort of healing struck me as 
chicanery.  
 What I discovered through the healing 
services on Iona was a deeper and, to my 
way of thinking, a more authentic under-
standing of healing.  By joining with others 
for a weekly service of healing I came to 
understand that God’s purpose for us all is 
a life of wholeness…and that a ministry of 
healing is an integral part of our Christian 
witness.  I came to see we all stand in need 
of healing: the healing of broken bodies,  

 
 
hurt minds, wounded hearts, divisions 
within ourselves, divided communities, and 
creation itself groaning in travail.  
 The more I have thought about the bili-
cal passages referred to above, the experi-
ence of the early church, the experience of 
folks I trust, and my own experience, the 
more I feel led to offer a service of whole-
ness and healing.  I intend to offer a service 
on the first Sunday of the month.  The first 
of these services will take place on Sunday, 
February 7, at 5:00 PM, in the sanctuary.  (I 
know this is Super Bowl Sunday, but you’ll 
be home before the kickoff.)  I anticipate 
these services will last no longer than 45 
minutes.   
 The services will include prayers both 
general and specific, scripture reading, 
singing, and silence.  For those who may be 
so inclined, there will be opportunity for the 
laying on of hands…and, upon request, 
anointing with oil.   
 Whether you participate in these wor-
ship services or not, let me encourage you 
to be bearers of hope by being in prayer for 
the healing of the world. � � �
� � � �    

  L'Chiam (To Life),  

   ����������������         �

Festival of Faith 
2010! 

Sunday, February 21 
(a.m. and p.m.) 

Monday, February 22 
(p.m.) 

(See page 9) 

Ash Wednesday Service 
Our annual Ash Wednesday Fellowship Meal and Service  will 
be held in Dunlap Auditorium on Wednesday, February 17.  The 
simple meal will begin at 5:45 p.m., followed at 6:45 by an infor-
mal service, also in Dunlap.  The service will be led by Deb 
Klein, William McCorkle, and a number of our young people.  
The “imposition of ashes” will take place as a part of the worship 
service. 
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Alcoholics Anonymous Meetings  
Alcoholics Anonymous has proven to be a 
life-giving tool to many folks seeking to 
manage alcohol addiction. But in order for 
AA to be useful, people must be self-
reflective enough to know when they have a 
problem with alcohol.  If you would like the 
support an AA group can provide, you are 
welcome to attend one of many meetings 
that occur at RE Lee Episcopal Church.  AA 
meets: 
Sundays: 6:30 PM (women only)             
Tuesdays: 8:00 PM (closed meeting) 
Wednesdays: noon (open meeting) & 
                        8:00 PM (closed meeting) 
Fridays:  8:00 PM (open meeting) 
Saturdays: 10:00 AM (open meeting) 
  8:00 PM (closed meeting) 
Sundays at the hospital at 8:00 PM (open 
meeting) 
All meetings are non-smoking meetings. 
Call 463-3411 for more information.  

�
Preaching Schedule for February  

 
February 7  5 th Sunday in Ordinary Time                            Preacher:  William M. Klein 
   Texts:  John 5:1-11                                           Sermon: Souperbowl of Caring 
 
February 14  Transfiguration Sunday                                         Preacher: William M. Klein 
   Texts:  Rm. 7:14-25 & Ps. 51:1-9                           Sermon: Spiritual Hurricane 
 
February 17  Ash Wednesday                                                  Preacher: Deborah H. Klein 
 
February 21  1st Sunday of Lent                                              Preacher: Bernard K. Bangley 
   Text: Mark 14:53-72                                                            Sermon:  Saintliness  
    
February 28  2nd Sunday of Lent                                                    Preacher: William M. Klein 
   Texts:  Mt. 7:1-5; Ps. 139:23-24; Rm. 2:1-5    Sermon: A Pardoning Disposition 

 
�

News Items for the  
March  2010  
Newsletter  

People like to know 
what is going on in the 
church.  Write an article for the newslet-
ter and share the information.  Please 
email to Mary Atthowe at 
<matthowe@rockbridge.net> by Feb. 
15th in Word format please, or leave 
your information in the church office. 

 
                                   To Sam Dobyns 
                                        (his sister ) 
                           

 
Congratulations to 

Skip and Kay Roberts 
On the birth of a  

Grandson, 
William Roberts Kaiser 

Born 1/6/10 
 

Lenten Services 
 
The Rockbridge Area Ministe-
rial Association  (RAMA) will 
offer Lenten services again this 
year.  Each Thursday during 
Lent an ecumenical service will 
be held at noon in the sanctuary 
of Manly Memorial Baptist 
Church.  All services will be ap-

proximately 30 minutes in length.  There will be two ministers 
responsible for each service.  One will provide the order and 
structure for worship and the other will preach.  The first of 
these services will take place on Thursday, February 18.  
Make this ecumenical time of worship a part of your Lenten 
discipline this year.   
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CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 
 
Please note the following activities and make plans to join your church 
family for worship and fellowship. 
 
· Wed., Feb. 17 (5:45 p.m.)  -- Ash Wednesday Meal an d Worship.                
The meal will consist of red beans or other entrée served over rice 
(details page 1). 
 

· Sunday, Feb. 21 (5:45 p.m.)  --  Festival of Faith Pot Luck Dinner and Program ( see 
details elsewhere in the newsletter) 

 
· Friday, March 5  (5:45 p.m.)  --  Pizza and Game Nigh t  ($5 adults, $3 children under 6, 

with $20 family maximum).  All are encouraged to come for a meal of pizza and salads, fol-
lowed by games for all ages.  This is not just for our younger folks, although it is not by acci-
dent that it is planned for a non-school night!  May we suggest that you challenge others to 
a game of scrabble, bananagrams (great word game), cards (hearts, canasta, bridge, etc.), 
monopoly, among others.  Please bring your favorite games too.  We have a couple TVs 
available for Wii games and one console on loan.  If someone could loan another console 
and some games, we can offer this for entertainment as well.  We can use adult help orga-
nizing games. 

 
· Thursday, March 18 (5:45)  --  Corned Beef and Cabb age Meal prepared by Curt 

Fredin, followed by Youth Time and Talent Auction   ($7 adults, $3.50 children under 6, 
with $20 family maximum).  Look for details in bulletin and elsewhere on how you can con-
tribute items/services for the auction. 

 
If you have questions or suggestions, please contact Mary Ann Bowden at 463-9564 or 
dob@rockbridge.net. 
 
       Mary Ann Bowden 
                                                                 Chair Congregational Life Comm. 

 
Habitat for Humanity Disciples Build  

 
Volunteers are still needed for Habitat for Humanity work continues 
on the house we are helping to build for the Habitat for Humanity 
Disciples Build.  Most of the exterior work has been completed, but 
a lot of work remains on the interior.  If you are available to help out 
on one or more Saturday mornings, please contact Mac Baker  
(bakerjm@vmi.edu or 463-9563) or visit http://
www.rockbridgehabitat.org/getinvolved.html.   No experience is nec-
essary! 
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www.lexpres.org  
 The LPC website allows you the op-
portunity to view all programs offered by the 
church:  Worship, Sermons, Christian Edu-
cation, Calendar, Monthly Newsletters, Up-
coming Events, Music, Educational Grants 
and opportunities to become more involved.  
Be sure to visit other sections of the website 
to learn more about the exciting events 
planned for LPC. 
 It’s a great way to stay informed of 
the unique worship experiences awaiting 
you at Lexington Presbyterian Church.   

Coffee 
 Fellowship  

 
Thanks to the 
folks who host the 
coffee  fellowship 
following our 
11:00 service.  
This is a special 
time of fellowship 
for both members 
and guests.  We 

meet in Dunlap Auditorium after the service.   
Hosts for February are: 
 
Feb. 7—Charles and Joyce Fraley 
Feb. 14—Pat Miller and Lou Stuart 
Feb. 21—Steve and Taylor Crowder 
Feb. 28—Ab and Ellen Smith 
 

Men’s Saturday  
Fellowship Group  

The next meeting of the Saturday 
Morning Men’s Fellowship Group 

is February 20th (the 3rd Sat. rather than the 
usual 2nd Sat.!), from 7:30 am – 8:30 am in the 
museum room.    The class is discussing Follow-
ing Jesus in a Culture of Fear  by Scott Bader-
Sayer.  This book examines the fear that per-
vades our world and is permeated through poli-
tics, marketing, news programming  and popular 
culture.  It draws on Christian Scripture and prac-
tices of hospitality, generosity and peacefulness 
as bold means to counter this fear and the harm it 
does to our moral lives.   Adult men of all ages 
are welcome.   If you have any questions, please 
contact Bob Moreschi at blmore-
schi@embarqmail.com or 463-6984. 

February  Food  
of the Month, 

Donated to the 
RARA Food Pantry: 

 
Canned Tuna/Salmon 

 
Please leave the food in boxes in the front hall-

way outside of the church office. 

Going Green???  
If you are ready to discontinue receiving the paper 
copy of the church newsletter by snail mail due to 
its availability on the website, please let Lila in the 
church office know to remove your name from 
that mailing list (40 have elected to do so thus 
far).  When the newsletter is published on the 
website, Lila will send a blanket email to those 
who have elected to read the newsletter in this 
manner to alert those folks of its availability.  Then 
you will be able to print just those pages you wish 
to have a paper copy of rather than the full issue.   
We will continue to send paper copies to those 
who wish to receive the information in the tradi-
tional form!  

Please notify lrogers@lexpres.org 
when you have a change of mail-
ing and/or e-mail address. Thanks! 
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From the Noel Library…..  
   
 Just in time for Valentine’s Day 
we have The Princess and the Kiss by 
Jennie Bishop, a book for very young 
children.  Sub-titled A Story of God’s 
Gift of Purity, it tells the tale of a prin-
cess whose parents gave her at birth 
her first kiss.  When she is finally grown 
they tell her that the gift given her at 
birth is hers to keep...or to give away as 
she sees fit.  Her father adds that she 
should use wisdom and save her kiss 
for the man she marries, never parting 
with it for the sake of a stranger.  Many 
men woo her, including Prince Pea-
cock, Prince Romance, and Prince 
Treasurechest, and the princess begins 
to despair that she will ever find a man 
so special that she will be able to give 
him her gift.  Finally she is wooed by a 
commoner, who can only offer her the 
gift that he received at birth from his 
parents, which he has saved all his life 
for her.  Needless to say, the story has 
a happy ending. 
 The librarian considers this book a 
good bench mark for small children 
when it comes to romance.  Needless to 
say, it cannot serve as “a guide forever.”  
Another Noel Library book more accu-
rately reflects the condition of the hu-
man heart.  Francis of Assisi is the most 
popular saint in the Catholic Church, yet 
few understand what a complicated man 
he was.  As a youth he was profligate, 
and shortly before dying he warned his 
brothers, “Don’t be too quick to canonize 
me.  I am perfectly capable of fathering 
a child.” 
 Yet in 1228, only two years after 
his death, Pope Gregory IX rushed to 
canonize him, and soon thereafter the 
Church eliminated significant aspects of  

 
 
his biography from public record.  In her 
recently published portrait of this man, A 
Broken and Mended Heart, Wendy 
Murray cuts through the white-washed 
version of Francis, and reveals instead a 
saint who was in every way a real man.  
She stresses the completely neglected 
role that Clare of Assisi played in his life 
and beliefs, both before and after his 
conversion.  Other books in the Noel Li-
brary about St. Francis are God’s Fool 
and The Hymn of St. Francis (both for 
adults), and Brother Francis and the 
Friendly Beasts and St Francis and the 
Christmas Donkey (both for children.) 
 Virtually everybody is familiar with 
the movie The Sound of Music, as well 
as the songs featured in that film. 
(Pictures of the movie’s characters, then 
and now, are on our display table in the 
hall.) Fewer, however, have read the 
book upon which it is based, The Story 
of the Trapp Family Singers, by Maria 
Augusta Trapp.  An autographed copy 
of this book which originally belonged to 
Dickson Vardell Murray, the wife of our 
former pastor, Dr. James Murray, has 
also been in our library for many years, 
first checked out in 1986.  Reading it 
was an enlightening experience for the 
librarian, as it gives the sequence of 
what really happened, and depicts ma-
ture love within the context of a large 
family.  Strong emphasis is placed upon 
following the will of God, even when, as 
the title of the fifth chapter puts it, “God’s 
Will Has No Why.”  The book also in-
cludes eight photographs that depict 
how truly beautiful the girls of the family 
were.  The concluding chapter quotes 
St. Paul’s description of love in the thir-
teenth chapter of First Corinthians. 
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       News About Our Youth!  
Christmas Pageant  
Five youth participated as readers and narrators in the Christmas Pageant this year. Par-
ticipants included Bryan Emrey, Perry Hammond, Cole Huffman, Nick Keeley, and Katie 
Lee. We appreciate your participation! 

Christmas Eve Service —-Ten youth participated in the Youth-Led Christmas Eve service. They contrib-
uted by leading the entire worship service and performing in a wildly entertaining skit during the Christmas 
Message.  Participants included Katy Brown, Mary Beth Brown, Leah Candler, Clay Emrey, Perry 
Hammond, Wills Hammond, Maggie Friedman, Wil Friedman, Megan Keeley, and Nick Keeley. Thank you 
to all of our talented participants! 

Souper Bowl of Caring Event  
Each year, the youth participate in this nationwide service event that fights hunger, on Super Bowl Sun-
day. In the 20 years since its creation, Souper Bowl of Caring events in communities across the United 
States have raised over $10 million. We will offer a collection for this event during the worship service on 
February 7. Also, we ask that you donate cans of soup to benefit the local food pantry.  You can bring your 
cans of soup to church with you on February 7; also, there will be a box outside of Olivia’s office for soup 
donations from January 31-February 14. 
 
Gifts and Talents Auction  
A Gifts and Talents Auction will be held on Thursday, March 18 to benefit the Senior High Mission Trip to 
Philadelphia in June. Please start thinking of how you can support our senior high youth! Later this month, 
look for inserts in the friendship pads to offer your items to be auctioned. 

February 
Birthdays! 

 
6- Megan 

Keeley 
 

6- Nick Keeley 
 

15- Clay  
Emrey 

 
28- Rose 

Luder 

February  Youth Activities  
 

· Sunday, February 7-  No Youth Group. En-
joy the Super Bowl! Cheer loudly, and pray that the players, coaches, 
referees, and fans all have a safe experience at the game.  Also, come to 
the worship service and support our Souper Bowl of Caring event. 

 
· Sunday, February 14,  6:00pm-7:30pm- Celebrate Valentine’s Day with 

our Friends at the Mayflower- Come to Westfel for a delicious, home-
made dinner. Afterwards, we will walk to the Mayflower to give joy and 
fellowship to the residents. 

 
· Sunday, February 21- Youth are encouraged to participate in the Festi-

val of Faith events. 
 
· Saturday, February 27, 5:30pm-9:30pm - Babysitting Fundraiser to 

benefit the Senior High Mission Trip to Philadelphia. Come with an ener-
getic and positive attitude to babysit for the children of church families; all 
donations from the event will benefit the senior high mission trip. 
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Youth Summer Conferences 2010  
The deadline is rapidly approaching.  If you are in terested in joining either of these 
trips, you must register by February 15.  Please co nsider these truly awesome op-
portunities. 
 

· Montreat Youth Conference- July 18-24, 2010 
"In These Waters" – www.montreat.org 

· Presbyterian Youth Triennium - July 19-24, 2010 
"For Such a Time As This" – www.presbyterianyouthtriennium.org  

 
Youth in Shenandoah Presbytery have the opportunity to be a part of one of 

these great faith building experiences! 
Please read the Registration Steps below:  

· Shenandoah Presbytery will send TWO groups to summer conferences in 2010. Youth 
in your congregation are invited to register for either trip. 
· We are pre-registering and committing funds for 18 to attend Triennium and 18 to at-
tend Montreat. This includes adults. 
· YOU and YOUR youth may attend either Montreat or Triennium as a church group. 
· The Presbytery is covering the full costs for all adults in attendance and partial costs for 
the youth. Costs listed below reflect the underwriting by the Presbytery. 
· Triennium will cost $300 for each youth for the conference and travel. Print the Trien-
nium registration form found at www.shenpres.org and mail with a $150 deposit to Regis-
trar Norma Jean Shaw, 108 Shepherds Court, Stephens City, VA  22655. Email questions 
to njshaw63@msn.com 
· Montreat will cost $400 for each youth and this covers the conference and travel. Print 
the Montreat registration form from www.shenpres.org and mail with a $200 deposit to 
Registrar Olivia Patton, Lexington Presbyterian Church, 120 S. Main Street, Lexington, 
VA  24450. Email questions to opatton@lexpres.org 
· Deadline for registering for either event is February 15th, 2010 
· Deadline for final payment of fees is April 1st , 2010 
 
These conferences are amazing and we are grateful to be sending delegates to both.  The 
spaces will fill quickly, so thank-you for responding to the Registrars soon.  Remember you 
can find registration forms for these and other Presbyterian Youth events at 
www.shenpres.org; just look for the Youth Council/SPYCE page. 

Confirmation Class  
Confirmation classes for eighth graders and any older youth who have not yet taken these classes 
will be offered from February 28 until Pentecost on May 23, when Confirmation takes place during 
worship.  Typically, the classes are held with Bill Klein a couple of times a month.  The youth are 
also paired with an adult mentor as they explore what it means to be a Presbyterian Christian, learn 
to express their personal faith, and examine their own gifts that may be used toward the mission of 
the church.  If you are interested in participating in confirmation this year, please call the church of-
fice. 
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The SPYCE Senior High Winter Retreat   
 

March 5 – 7, 2010 
Massanetta Springs Conference Center 

 
“One”  

“Christ is like a single body, which has many parts; it is still one body, even though it 
is made up of different parts.  In the same way, all of us, whether Jews or Gentiles, 
whether slaves or free, have been baptized into the one body by the same Spirit… 
       (from 1 Corinthians 12:12 – 13)  
 Join high school students from churches throughout our Presbytery for this 
weekend of exploring what causes divisiveness, where it exists in your world and in 
your church, how each individual’s God-given gifts and diversity can bring about unity, 
and how necessary it is to hold to your own authentic beliefs as you also accept oth-
ers’ beliefs. 
 Nathan Peifer, Director of Youth Ministries at Trinity Avenue Prsbyterian 
Church in Durham, NC, will be the keynote speaker.  He has attended youth ministry 
courses at Duke Divinity School and Union Theological Seminary-PSCE.  Beginning 
this fall, he will attend Wake Forest School of Divinity. 
 There will be small group discussion and projects, a spirituality center, energiz-
ers, music, outdoor games and free time.  This is a weekend planned by the SPYCE 
youth, including our very own Jamie Floyd.   Registration flyers are available on the 
table outside Olivia’s office.  Please complete and return to Olivia, so she may send 
them to the registrar and help to plan on transportation for our youth, if needed.   

Vacation Bible School  
 
The Christian Education Committee needs a group of four or 
five individuals to plan Vacation Bible School this year.  The 
curriculum will be Cokesbury’s Galactic Blast which focuses 
on praising our wonderful, incredible, amazing, magnificent, 

and awesome God.  The children will explore outer space, gain a new perspective on 
our planet Earth, and learn “green” earth tips they can practice at home.  Dates have 
not been set, and this VBS leadership group will need to do that.  They will also help 
with finding adult leaders, planning and creating publicity, organizing registration, and 
making other strategic decisions about VBS.  Please consider giving some time to help 
with this great once-a-year children’s program.  Contact Olivia at 463-3873 or opat-
ton@lexpres.org to get involved immediately. 

ASK Class  
The ASK Class has begun a study of The First Paul by Marcus Borg and John Dominic Cros-
san.  They invite some new participation as they pursue this re-examination of Paul’s role in 
early Christian theology.  If you are interested, contact Ann Massie at massiea@wlu.edu for 
more information and to get a book. 
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It’s Coming in February!  Festival of Faith 2010  
Our Festival of Faith will be Sunday, February 21 and Monday, 
February 22 this winter.  Bernard Bangley will be our guest 
preacher and speaker.  The theme will be “Knowing the Un-
knowable:  Deepening Our Private Devotional Life.”  Reverend 
Bangley will draw upon treasured classics of Christian spiritual-

ity, as he leads us to seek an honest, healthy strengthening of our personal relationship with 
God.  He will place particular focus on Introduction to the Devout Life by Francis de Sales and 
The Cloud of Unknowing, and share insights from the growing list of classic books he has 
gently modernized for contemporary Christians. 
 
Reverend Bangley will preach the sermon on Sunday and lead several workshops over the 
two day period with the following themes. 
·  Combined Adult Sunday School Class – February 21 
 “Classic Spirituality:  A Presbyterian’s Perspective” 
·  Worship Scripture and Sermon 
 Mark 14:53 – 72—-“Saintliness” 
·  Sunday Evening 
 Francis de Sales Introduction to the Devout Life 
·  Monday Evening – February 22 
 Exploring The Cloud of Unknowing 
 
For those who wish to read more and delve deeper into the topics that will be discussed, sev-
eral books are recommended: 
 The Cloud of Unknowing, Paraclete Press 
 Living Love, Paraclete Press 
 Authentic Devotion, Waterbrook Press (Random House) 
 Nearer to the Heart of God, Paraclete Press 

Bernard Bangley  
 
 Our church has been privileged to have Bernard Bangley as a 
guest preacher on numerous occasions over the years, and now, we 
shall enjoy his teaching as well. 
 Bernard graduated from Hampden-Sydney College in 1959 and 
received his Masters of Divinity in 1962 from Union Theological Semi-
nary in Richmond.  He served as a Presbyterian pastor from 1962 until 
his retirement in 2000, at which time, he and his wife, Anna, retired to 
the Lexington area.  Prior to his arrival in Lexington, Bernard was the 
pastor at Quaker Memorial Church in Lynchburg, Virginia for 16 years. 
 Reverend Bangley has been very active as a scholar and writer.  

He has authored and edited over twenty books, including Christian Classics in Modern Eng-
lish, Rooted in Faith:  Meditations from the Reformers, Getting Along When You Feel Like Get-
ting Even, an edited and modernized version of The Cloud of Unknowing, By Way of the De-
sert, Radiance:  Evelyn Underhill, and Nearer to the Heart of God:  Daily Readings with the 
Christian Mystics. 
 Bernard and his wife, Anna, a talented watercolorist, have three children and four 
grandchildren.  He also finds time for a variety of other interests, such as gardening, photogra-
phy, carpentry, bread baking, music and radio-controlled model airplanes. 
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The Lexington Presbyterian Church  

Session “At Work”                                                         

DATA:   
· Membership on 1/5/10—-604 
· Next Presbytery meeting is on February 

13 at Spring Hill Church in Staunton. 
 
SESSION COMMITTEE BUSINESS 
 
Christian Education  
· Summer plans—need volunteers to chaper-

one middle high or senior high mission trips 
(June 13-18 in Philadelphia and June 7-11 
locally) 

· Festival of Faith—-2/21-2/22 with Bernard 
Bangley 

· Plans for Bible School are beginning. 
 
Congregational Life  
· Jan 21—dinner and fellowship planned 
· Feb. 17—Ash Wednesday meal and worship 
· Feb. 21—Festival of Faith evening meal 

planned 
· March 18—Corned Beef/cabbage meal and 

Youth Gifts/Talents Auction 
· April 1—Maundy Thursday Seder meal 
 
Nominating   
· Needs 2 members of session for this com-

mittee; approved Dianne Herrick to join Elder 
Bent 

 
Outreach  
· Hilary Bergmann and her daughter are ask-

ing for donations to help fund their mission 
trip to Africa this summer. 

 
Personnel  
· Approved the Child Protection Policy 
· Referred to the Finance Comm. the consid-

eration of use of unspent money from the 
2009 budgeted amount for Professional Con-

ference—Music Staff to help fund the organ-
ist/choir director’s sabbatical leave expenses 
in 2010. 

 
Planning  
· Planning an annual congregational meeting 

in March or April 
· Will share the flow chart for renovations with 

new session members 
 
Property  
· City is working on the handicapped parking 

on Randolph St. entrance to Dunlap 
· Asphalt work will continue when the plants 

open in spring 
· Repairs for water leaks are planned 
· Trane and Partners will design a handi-

capped ramp from Westfel to Dunlap levels 
· The manse is having heating problems 
· Guttering on the manse is pulling loose 
 
Worship  
· Working on the Westfel PA system 
· Providing a communion tutorial for new eld-

ers 
 
Task Force Capital Campaign  
· Hardin Marion will give the congregation in-

formation in an 11:00 service soon. 
 
Major Report given by the Communications 
Committee 
 
Bill Klein reviewed the Manual of Operations 
 
Next Admin. Council Meeting:   
 Jan. 27, 4:30 p.m. 
 
Next Session Meeting:   
 Feb. 2, 2010, 7:30 p.m. 
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Call Barbara Winfrey at 463-5500 to go to Mont-
reat this June 20-26 for the Music and Worship Conference!!! 

Montreat Conference Center 
Montreat, NC (near Asheville) 

www.montreat.org 

Communications Committee Major Report to Session—Jan uary 5, 2010  
General Duties: 

The Communications Committee exists to facilitate and enhance the flow of information within the church family 
and into the larger community. 
2009 Accomplishments 
Website 

Mary Ellena Ward continues as web manager. In May, 2009, she revised it to use drop-down menus and a 
cleaner interface. In addition the language and presentation now conforms to suggestions from the Mag-
netic Church recommendations. Usage of the site continues to increase, but there is additional potential for 
using the site to enhance sharing.  We need a photographer to capture church events. 

Newsletter 
Mary Atthowe assembles and formats the newsletter and we are blessed with a dedicated team that as-
sembles and sorts the physical copies for mailing.  Beginning in 2009 recipients have been able to request 
email notification of the newsletter's availability on the web site for online reference or downloading. This 
minimizes the use of paper and postage to produce and distribute it. Since this is one of the church's 
"green" initiatives, we recommend that as many people as possible use this option.  

ACS Programs 
JoAnn Wilson maintains information on church members and associates in the ACS database. The 2009 
stewardship mailing included a revised and reformatted Time and Talents sheet. There were a significant 
number of responses. JoAnn has collected the results for distribution to committee chairs and the Commu-
nications Committee will follow up in early 2010 to ensure that individuals have been contacted. 

Membership Directory 
The committee is currently working on producing update pages for members who joined in 2008 and early 
2009. Our intent is that member information published in the newsletter will be used to maintain the directo-
ries. This will be pursued further in 2010. 

Bulletin Boards 
The committee has recently been taking a fresh look at the bulletin boards and their assignments in order 
to ensure that they are used and useful. This work is ongoing. 

Posters And Flyers 
Snookie Caldwell has developed a format for a CE programs flyer. These are intended to be issued quar-
terly with up-to-date information on our adult CE offerings.  The committee is currently working on posting 
"you are here" maps for Murray Hall and making a corresponding map brochure to aid visitors. Additionally 
Emily Reel is investigating new brochure holders that will make it easier to display available information. 

Press Releases 
There were no requests for press releases in 2009. The committee envisions having more information 
about our church functions in the local media outlets. This has not yet been realized but will be a focus in 
2010. 

Church Computers And Computer  Network 
Other than the ACS update mentioned above, there have been no major changes to the church computers 
beyond normal maintenance.  Mary Ellena Ward has obtained a portable hard drive to be used for regular 
backups of the individual systems and is in the process of developing procedures for its use. 
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Women of the Church —-For your calendars : 
 
Friday, Feb. 12 is our Valentine’s party  for residents of R.E. 
Lee Manor.  Please show your support by attending and visiting 
with the residents. 
 

Health Kits :  The following items will be collected in the PW corner through March 30.  
Items needed include: 
Hand towels 
Metal nail clippers 
Toothbrushes 
Large wrapped bars of soap 
Wide-tooth combs 
Monetary contributions to cover postage (give to circle reps. and/or Mary Ann Bowden) 
 
We’re sorry  – It has been decided that we will not have a retreat this Spring.  With the 
addition of the Lee Manor party in Feb., as well as this being the year for Festival of 
Faith, it is our hope that all members will give their full support to these two activities, 
rather than adding another to everyone’s already busy schedule.     
                                                                                   Mary Ann Bowden, Moderator 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 We will be meeting on 
February 1st from 10:00 a.m. 
until 2:00 p.m. in Westfel 
Lounge.  Our sewing and cutting 
out of baby blankets and gowns 
will continue.  We will also be 
sewing animals and stuffing 
them.   
 Thanks for all of the baby 
hats that have been gathering 
on the PW table.  There is yarn 
to take for anyone needing it.  
Call Ellen Smith at 464-5141 
with any questions. 
 Hope to see you on the 
1st! 

 
SPECIAL 
MUSIC 

IN 
WORSHIP 

 
 We welcome two choirs from Washington 
and Lee University to sing at the 11:00 worship 
service soon. 
 Joyful Noise, the university’s Gospel Choir, 
under the direction of Joshua Harvey, will be with 
us on Sunday, January 31, and the University 
Chamber Singers, directed by Shane Lynch, will 
sing on Sunday, February 14. 
 We look forward to their participation in our 
worship. 

 
Many thanks to Skip 
Hess for cleaning the 

sanctuary candlesticks! 
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