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Notes from the Clergy...

The holidays are now past...and with
any sort of discipline we can get back to eat-
ing a reasonable diet. Maybe by Spring we’ll
be able to fit back into our clothes. It is rec-
lamation time again...and we need all the
help we can get.

It may well be that many of us take a
closer look within and notice the expanded
waistline is symptomatic of the need for a
more fundamental reclamation project. We
need all the help we can get here, too.

| want to encourage you with these
words from scripture. In Philippians 2:13 we
read: “...it is God who is at work in you, ena-
bling you both to will and to work for his
good pleasure.”

Though some may argue with this as-
sumption...let's assume God is at work in
you. Without your knowledge or permission,
God is at work in you. In fact, you are God's
reclamation project. You are not God's only
project, to be sure. So am I, the girl beside
you in the pew at church, the fellow in the

car zooming by you on the highway, the
woman in front of you in the movie queue,
the child tugging on your trouser leg, and the
man who scored 35 points in the game on
television last night.

And what is that project? Now that’s
hard to say with any precision, isn't it? But if
we are wise, we know enough to know that
in order for the project to have a chance of
being successful, God must have God's way
with us. God is the dreamer unlike any other
and God's dreams are as magnificent as
they come. So whatever the project is,
whatever it is God has in store for us, it is far
grander than we deserve.

Our prayer, then as we sail into a new
year, is that God will fulfill those grand and
gracious dreams — that our own impatience
will not dissuade God — and that God will not
regret his efforts.

L'Chiam (To Life),

Congregational
Meeting

Ordination and Installation
of New Elders

On Sunday, January 3, the new Elders will be or-

A congregational meet-
ing has been called for
Sunday, January 3.
The purpose of this
meeting will be to vote
on changes in the
“terms of call” for the

pastor. This meeting
will be held immedi-
ately following the

11:00 worship service.

dained and installed by the Session of the church
during morning worship. These people were
elected in June 2009. They received four weeks
of training in October. Their written examinations
were submitted by the end of November. They
were examined by the Session on December 8.
The following persons will be ordained and in-
stalled: Philip P. Coulling, Robert A. Doyle, Joshua O. Elrod, Mar-
garet Howard, and John W. Morman. The following persons will
be installed (since they have been ordained previously): Barbara
J. Brown, Mary F. Dugan, and Ann M. Massie.

NEW ELDERS




Preaching Schedule for January

January 3 2 " Sunday after Christmas
Texts: John 1:1-18
January 10 Baptism of the Lord Sunday
Texts: Luke 3:21-22
January 17 2 " Sunday in Ordinary Time
Texts: John 2:1-11
January 24 3" Sunday in Ordinary Time
Texts: Lk. 4:14-21 & Neh. 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10
January 31 4™ Sunday in Ordinary Time

Texts: Lk. 4:21-30 & Jer. 1:4-10

Preacher: William M. Klein
Sermon: Discerned & Embodied

Preacher: William M. Klein
Sermon: I'm Proud of You

Preacher: William M. Klein
Sermon: Saying “Yes” to Gladness

Preacher: William M. Klein
Sermon: Mission-Minded

Preacher: William M. Klein
Sermon: Flourishing in the Destiny
God Has in Mind for Us

News Items for the
February 2010
Newsletter

People like to know
what is going on in the
church. Write an article for the newslet-
ter and share the information. Please
email to Mary Atthowe at
<matthowe@rockbridge.net> by Jan.
15th in Word format please, or leave
your information in the church office.

To the family of
Hayden Walker

Alcoholics Anonymous Meetings
Alcoholics Anonymous has proven to be a
life-giving tool to many folks seeking to
manage alcohol addiction. But in order for
AA to be useful, people must be self-
reflective enough to know when they have a
problem with alcohol. If you would like the
support an AA group can provide, you are
welcome to attend one of many meetings
that occur at RE Lee Episcopal Church. AA
meets:

Sundays: 6:30 PM (women only)
Tuesdays: 8:00 PM (closed meeting)
Wednesdays: noon (open meeting) &

8:00 PM (closed meeting)
8:00 PM (open meeting)
10:00 AM (open meeting)
8:00 PM (closed meeting)
Sundays at the hospital at 8:00 PM (open
meeting)

All meetings are non-smoking meetings.
Call 463-3411 for more information.

Fridays:
Saturdays:

Thank you to Mary Jane and Philip Snyder for prepar-
ing the candles for the Christmas Eve Services.

Richard Laughlin (Lexington Electric) has for the past
several years, given us the use of his bucket truck, an
assistant and Richard himself, to put the lights on the
Dogwood trees on Main Street. His donation has
made it possible to continue lighting these trees as
they have grown so tall that a bucket truck is the only
way to get to the tops! He does this in memory of his
parents, Charles and Hope Laughlin.




CONGREGATIONAL LIFE

Our 2010 Committee is comprised of several “seasoned”
members and several new members have come on board.
We are excited that Curt Fredin will serve as our “resident
chef” and Bob Doyle joins us from the Session. We believe
we have a good blend of continuity and some new ideas as
we look forward to a lively year with many opportunities to
promote fellowship and a sense of community within the
congregation and outside the church.

We have scheduled a Thursday evening dinner January 21 at 5:45 PM. The cost is $7
per person and $3.50 for children under 6. There is no program, just a time to enjoy a
good meal and visit with fellow members. You will find sign-up sheets outside the
church office in Murray Hall, as well as across from Dunlap.

We have a number of other activities “on the burner” and will keep you posted as dates
become certain.

Our “Friends in Need” program continues to be coordinated by Mary Raine Paxton. If
you know of someone who would benefit by having a meal delivered to their home (in

cases of a birth, serious illness, death in the family, etc.) please let Mary Raine or Lila

know.

Mary Ann Bowden
Chair Congregational Life Comm.

2010 Flower Calendar
The 2010 Flower Calendar is posted (on the board inside the front door

of Murray Hall) and if you would like to sign up for an available Sunday,
please write your name on the date.

Habitat for Humanity Disciples Build

Volunteers are still needed for Habitat for Humanity work continues
on the house we are helping to build for the Habitat for Humanity
Disciples Build. Most of the exterior work has been completed, but
a lot of work remains on the interior. If you are available to help out
on one or more Saturday mornings, please contact Mac Baker

(bakerjm@vmi.edu or 463-9563) or visit http://
www.rockbridgehabitat.org/getinvolved.html. No experience is nec-
essary!




Coffee
Fellowship

Thanks to the
folks who host the
coffee fellowship
following our
11:00 service.
This is a special
time of fellowship
for both members
and guests. We
meet in Dunlap Auditorium after the service.
Hosts for January are:

Jan. 3—-Joyce Fraley

Jan. 10—-George & Pree Ray
Jan. 17—-Jim & Marian Rohne
Jan. 24—-Dennis & Barbara Dixon

Men'’s Saturday
Fellowship
Group

The next meeting of the

Saturday Morning Men’s
Fellowship Group is January 9th, from 7:30 am —
8:30 am in the museum room. The class is dis-
cussing Following Jesus in a Culture of Fear by

Scott Bader-Sayer. This book examines the fear
that pervades our world and is permeated
through politics, marketing, news programming
and popular culture. It draws on Christian Scrip-
ture and practices of hospitality, generosity and
peacefulness as bold means to counter this fear
and the harm it does to our moral lives. Adult

men of all ages are welcome. If you have any
guestions, please contact Bob Moreschi at
blmoreschi@embargmail.com or 463-6984.

Please notify Irogers@lexpres.org
when you have a change of mail-
ing and/or e-mail address. Thanks!

www.lexpres.org

The LPC website allows you the op-
portunity to view all programs offered by the
church: Worship, Sermons, Christian Edu-
cation, Calendar, Monthly Newsletters, Up-
coming Events, Music, Educational Grants
and opportunities to become more involved.
Be sure to visit other sections of the website
to learn more about the exciting events
planned for LPC.

It's a great way to stay informed of
the unique worship experiences awaiting
you at Lexington Presbyterian Church.

January Food

of the Month,

Donated to the
RARA Food Pantry:

Whole Grain Cereal

Please leave the food in boxes in the front hall-
way outside of the church office.

.........................................................................................................................................

Going Green???

:If you are ready to discontinue receiving the paper :
: copy of the church newsletter by snail mail due to :
{its availability on the website, please let Lila in the :
i church office know to remove your name from :
ithat mailing list (40 have elected to do so thus
ifar). When the newsletter is published on the
‘website, Lila will send a blanket email to those
:who have elected to read the newsletter in this :
‘manner to alert those folks of its availability. Then
:you will be able to print just those pages you wish :
:to have a paper copy of rather than the full issue. :
:We will continue to send paper copies to those
:who wish to receive the information in the tradi-
:tional form!
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From the Noel Library.....

With the advent of a new year,
church members who are not journal
keepers might like to consider starting
that practice. New to the Noel Library is
Journaling as a Spiritual Practice *, by
Helen Cepero. Her book is subtitled En-
countering God Through Attentive Writ-
ing. Writes Cepero, “Your journal is like
the sifter my children used to pan for
gold. If you are willing to dip your journal
into the stream of your life, even though
it may mean getting a bit wet and muddy,
you will find the gold of your own life and
God’s eternal presence.” Later she
adds, “Naming the wounds of the past or
present in our journal can help us to heal
hurts rather than hold on to them. The
journal can be a safe place to say it all,
name it all and leave it all.” Further still
she tells us that we will come to see God
as the audience of our writing, and that
the writing itself often feels like prayer.

Similar points are made by Henry
Horn in a little book entitled The Chris-
tian in Modern Style. The author points
out that our knowledge of our own per-
sonal history comes from memory, “that
discipline whereby one recovers what
has happened in his life....One cannot
know who one is without developing a
way to retain and replay past experi-
ences. Without this power, one must al-
ways start from scratch. By training the
memory, one actually enriches his own
personality structure. Unless one has a
way to record remembered experience,
though, the past cannot really be cap-
tured. The record becomes a source of
reflection and the launching pad for new
intentions. This is why such a simple
discipline as keeping a daybook be-

comes an extremely important part of a
style of life.”

Addiction_and Grace * by Gerald
May, a psychiatrist, is another book that
seems to be especially suitable for start-
of-the-year reading. One might suppose
that the author is pointing his finger at
those addicted to substance abuse, but
he makes clear that all of us are ad-
dicted to something, from substances to
ideas, from alcohol to security, from junk
food to pop psychology. The author
guides us through the maze of our mod-
ern idolatries to a place of freedom and
grace, and helps us to understand that
we are not in control of our lives until we
surrender to God.

Final Gifts, subtitled Understand-
ing the Special Awareness Needs and
Communications of the Dying, was writ-
ten by Hospice nurses Maggie Callanan
and Patricia Kelley, and is a gift from
Helen Farrar in memory of Tamara Mat-
thews. Stressing the importance of lis-
tening, it addresses the topics “What |
Am Experiencing” and “What | Need for
a Peaceful Death.” It is sensitive with-
out being sentimental, practical without
being formulaic. Whether the reader is
facing his own death or that of others,
this book will be helpful.

* Both Journaling as a Spiritual
Practice and Addiction and Grace
are giftsto  the Noel Library from
the Presbyterian Women in memory
of those women  of our church
who died between June 1, 2008 and
May 31, 2009.




.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

News About Our Youth!

Advent Soup Supper

The Advent Soup Supper was a fun and festive event, in which our youth ,
helped to usher in the advent season. After the supper, the youth read prayers :
and poems in celebration of advent. Thank you to the youth who participated:
Christopher Bidlack, Mary Beth Brown, Maya DeHart, Clay Emrey, and Na-
thaniel Lambert.

:High School Mission Trip to Philadelphia

éStudents who will be in ninth grade in the fall of 2010 through current seniors are invited to join
Ethe youth group from June 13-18 on a mission trip to Philadelphia. This trip is booked through
EYouthWorks, a well-established Christian mission group which specializes in mission trips for
Eteenagers. We have reserved 17 spots for youth and 3 spots for adult leaders. Please let Diana
- know if you plan to attend.

January Youth Activities

Sunday, January 3 — 3:00pm-5:00pm Volunteer
with Campus Kitchens. Since W&L students are off-
campus, the Campus Kitchens Project desperately
needs volunteers from the community during this time
of year. Drop-off and pick-up will be at Campus Kitch-

ens.
MY_ " Sunday, January 10 — 6:00pm-7:30pm  Mission Trip information night.
Birthdays Come to Westfel for dinner and discussion. We will learn more details about
the high school mission trip to Philadelphia, the local middle school mission
11- Katy trip, and mission trips in general. This is a great program for anyone who
Brown would consider attending a mission trip.
Sunday, January 17 — 6:00pm-8:00pm Movie Night! Come to Westfel for
14- Sally dinner; movie TBD.
Hansen

Saturday, January 23 — 6:00pm-8:00pm Game Night with R.E. Lee youth
17- Fran and Trinity youth. Come to Westfel for pizza, fellowship, video games, and
Rowe board games!

Sunday, January 31 — 9:45am-10:45am “Food and Fashion.” In place of
31- Perry Sunday School, there will be a youth group brunch. We will discuss how we
Hammond as Christians can avoid judging others based on outer appearances, and how
we can dress in a manner that expresses our Christian values.
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Youth Summer Conferences 2010
Montreat Youth Conference- July 18-24, 2010
"In These Waters" — www.montreat.org

Presbyterian Youth Triennium - July 19-24, 2010
"For Such a Time As This" — www.presbyterianyouthtriennium.org

Youth in Shenandoah Presbytery have the opportunity to be a part of one of
these great faith building experiences!
Please read the Registration Steps below:

Shenandoah Presbytery will send TWO groups to summer conferences in 2010. Youth
in your congregation are invited to register for either trip.

We are pre-registering and committing funds for 18 to attend Triennium and 18 to at-
tend Montreat. This includes adults.

YOU and YOUR youth may attend either Montreat or Triennium as a church group.

The Presbytery is covering the full costs for all adults in attendance and partial costs for
the youth. Costs listed below reflect the underwriting by the Presbytery.

Triennium will cost $300 for each youth for the conference and travel. Print the Trien-
nium registration form found at www.shenpres.org and mail with a $150 deposit to Regis-
trar Norma Jean Shaw, 108 Shepherds Court, Stephens City, VA 22655. Email questions
to njshaw63@msn.com

Montreat will cost $400 for each youth and this covers the conference and travel. Print
the Montreat registration form from www.shenpres.org and mail with a $200 deposit to
Registrar Olivia Patton, Lexington Presbyterian Church, 120 S. Main Street, Lexington,
VA 24450. Email questions to opatton@lexpres.org

Deadline for registering for either event is February 15th, 2010

Deadline for final payment of fees is April 1st, 2010

These conferences are amazing and we are grateful to be sending delegates to both. The
spaces will fill quickly, so thank-you for responding to the Registrars soon. Remember you
can find registration forms for these and other Presbyterian Youth events at
www.shenpres.orq; just look for the Youth Council/SPYCE page.

The SPYCE Senior High Confirmation Class
Winter Retreat Confirmation classes for eighth graders and any older youth who
March 5 — 7, 2010 have not yet taken these classes will be offered from February 28
until Pentecost on May 23, when Confirmation takes place during
“Whole in One” — worship. Typically, the classes are held with Bill Klein a couple

of times a month. The youth are also paired with an adult mentor
as they explore what it means to be a Presbyterian Christian,
learn to express their personal faith, and examine their own gifts
that may be used toward the mission of the church. More infor-

Massanetta Springs mation about confirmation will be available shortly.
Conference Center

Read 1 Corinthians
12:12 - 20




It's Coming in February!
Festival of Faith 2010
Our Festival of Faith will be Sunday, February 21 and
Monday, February 22 this winter. Bernard Bangley has
graciously accepted our invitation to be our guest
preacher and speaker. The theme will be “Knowing the Unknowable: Deepening Our
Private Devotional Life.” Dr. Bangley will draw upon treasured classics of Christian
spirituality, as he leads us to seek an honest, healthy strengthening of our personal
relationship with God. He will place particular focus on Introduction to the Devout Life
by Francis de Sales and The Cloud of Unknowing, and share insights from the grow-
ing list of classic books he has gently modernized for contemporary Christians.

Dr. Bangley will lead several workshops and preach the sermon over the two day pe-
riod with the following themes.

Sunday Morning—February 21— Combined Adult Sunday School Class
“Classic Spirituality: A Presbyterian’s Perspective”
Worship Scripture and Sermon—Mark 14:53 — 72—-“Saintliness”

Sunday Evening —-Francis de Sales Introduction to the Devout Life
Monday Evening — February 22 —-Exploring The Cloud of Unknowing

For those who wish to read more and delve deeper into the topics that will be dis-
cussed, Dr. Bangley suggests several of his books:

The Cloud of Unknowing, Paraclete Press

Living Love, Paraclete Press

Authentic Devotion, Waterbrook Press (Random House)
Nearer to the Heart of God, Paraclete Press

Maury River Mission Community

Lexington Presbyterian Church will be host to the Maury River Mission Community meeting on
January 17 at 2:30 pm. This church needs a representative to help the MRMC make plans as

they work to become more active and dynamic within our local church region. If you are willing
to be a part of the organizing group for MRMC, please let Olivia know, as she has been active

with the group for the past year.

Two events the MRMC is planning currently are a youth event for later in the spring, and a se-
ries of workshops on the life of the church, our faith in the post-modern era, our faithful re-
sponse to our world, and our personal approaches to our spirituality. We will be offering about
10 different workshops for you to choose from and include music and worship in this event.
Tentatively, we are looking at late February for this half-a-day program. We hope that you will
join in participation with other members of the MRMC to support these offerings.
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LISTENING FOR GOD — A BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP

Scripture tells us that “The earth is filled with the glory of God.” Literature is a treasure-trove for
those who listen for the glorious heartbeat of God in all of life. The Listening for God class will
meet twice more over the course of the winter and spring to grapple with “that of God” in particu-
lar works of literature. This class, convened by Deb Klein, is in its sixth year and offers an open
invitation to all who love to read and to ponder with others what they have read. Each book will
be discussed in two different time slots to hopefully include more folks. The novels and dates are
as follows:

Jayber Crow by Wendell Berry
Wednesday, January 20, 7:30-8:30 pm @ the Manse
Thursday, January 28, 3:30-4:30 pm, Room 113, Murray Hall

The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society by Mary Ann Shaffer and Annie Barrows
Wednesday, March 17, 7:30-8:30 pm @ the Manse
Thursday, March 25, 3:30-4:30 pm, Room 113, Murray Hall

A copy of each book will be in our church library, and most likely in the public and university
libraries. They can also be purchased locally at Books and Co. or the Bookery.

Any questions - please contact Deb Klein, @ 464-4223 or 5kleins@embargmail.com

Montreat Conference Center

Montreat, NC (near Asheville)
WWw.montreat.org

Montreat was Great! Last June | had the privilege of attending the conference on Worship
and Music with fellow “Lex-Presbyterians.” My day would start with a walk to my first class.
| would enjoy the stream, the woods, and the sounds of the morning worship.
Activities/classes: 8am-Global Music-YES! , 9am-Adult Choir, 10am-Routley Lecture
discussing how work is progressing on the new hymnal-Whew!, 11am-Worship which was
exciting and inspiring, 2:30- Adult Choir, Evening-fellowship on the porch and dinner
shared with fellow housemates, Bedtime-exhausted and fulfilled. | want to attend next
year, there are so many more classes | want to take, such as Steel Drums and
Drama. Hope to see YOU there.

Lorrie Dawes




MONTREAT

Edited from Barbara Winfrey's
Life of the Church Report

Planning your SUMMER vacation? You can’t do better than Montreat and

the June Music and Worship conference. Let me remind you why:

1.

The Presbyterian Conference Center is a very special place, a place set
apart—-it’s called a church without walls. It's alive with God’s spirit, through
its natural environment and because of the people there. Itis a place to find
Joy in living.

This conference is the most popular of all Montreat conferences. Itis re-
peated a second week to accommodate the 2000 who gather. The cottages
and inns fill early with many church groups reserving cottages from one year
to the next. Thus we are planning NOW.

Montreat is only 20 minutes from Asheville in the North Carolina mountains,
with its arts and crafts and restaurants.

There is something for all age groups at this conference to include the whole
family. Adults and young people can sing and do art or play instruments.
Children have Clubs with supervised projects and activities. Babies and pre-
schoolers have loving care and supervision. Your family can go to a daily
worship service, go swimming, fishing and canoeing, take hikes and bike
rides, or just sit on the porch, drink in the beautiful surroundings, and enjoy
the fellowship of others.

Time together as a group from our church helps to create a kinship All of
those who attended from LPC said that cooking and sharing evening meals
was a highlight—even Bill Klein enjoyed cleaning up the kitchen.

For the second year in a row, the Worship Committee is furnishing a cot-

tage that will sleep ten. This means that you can go with free housing! The only
cost to the individual is for the conference fee. The cottage we have reserved is
within walking distance of the auditorium and the center of activities.

| hope you will make Montreat a part of your summer, as it has become

for the Winfreys. Let Barbara know ASAP, or call Lila at the church office, and
Barbara will contact you. As Bill said in a sermon this fall, “Just Do It.” Come to
Montreat for the Worship and Music Conference, the third week of June: just do
it! Check out the Montreat website online for details and give Barbara a call.
First come, first served.....
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The Lexington Presbyterian Church
Session “At Work”

DATA: Planning
- Membership on 12/8/09—-604 - Approved Mary Atthowe as clerk of session
Present Session examined new elders for 2010
for the Class of 2012 and worshiped to- - Approved Rae Carpenter for treasurer for
gether. Observed the Sacrament of the 2010 _
Lord’s Supper. Approved Russ Elliot as a member of the
committee
SESSION COMMITTEE BUSINESS
Property

Christian Education
- Advent Class: Nov. 25-Dec. 20
Christmas Pageant-Dec. 13, 2009
Two new Adult classes begin Dec. 13
Youth Mission trip set for Sr. Highs 6/13-18
to Philadelphia
E;(/%m Care Packages to college students on Worshi

Festival of Faith 2/21-22 w/Bernard Bangley gecclelved tw?jquo:es for (l:j)roken amdp In ¢
Approved fund raisers for the youth uniap sound system and approved one o

them
Approved Malcolm Brownlee to teach a class : :
Approved funding for Festival of Faith from Planning a Seder meal/worship on 4/1
the Christian Lecture Endowment

- Put up Christmas lights on Main St.
Planned roof area repairs
Handicap parking space on Randolph Street
Asphalt work on alley way near Kitchen area
Rae Carpenter thanked for church work

Task Force for Murray Hall Renovations
Update—-will receive information from Train
and Partners in January

Congregational Life
Joy Luncheon-Dec. 20

Task Force Capital Campaign
- Contacted 60 members from the congrega-
tion during the first phase of the campaign

Financial Management
Pledges have funded the budget

Thanked Rae Carpenter for his help with . Neysletter article from committee in January
finances and other church projects since (see page 12)
1964 . Minute for Mission report soon on the subject
Approved the 2010 church budget . Committee will continue to contact additional
church members
Personnel - Elders are encouraged to pledge

Reviewing the Child Protection Policy

Will review performance of Diana Burgreen ~ Next Admin. Council Meeting:
as p|anned_ Dec. 30, 4:30 p.m.
Approved Session Committees for 2010

Approved the housing allowance for the min- Next Session Meeting:

ister for 2009 at $3000 Jan.. 5, 2010, 7:30 p.m.
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Session News
Two items: First, again this year the Session has elected Mary Atthowe to serve as
its clerk and Rae Carpenter to serve as its treasurer. We are most grateful to Mary
and Rae for their marvelous service to the church. Second, each new year brings
new leadership to Sessional committees. The list that follows indicates the committee
chairpersons and the specific assignments. If you are interested in serving on one of
these committees, please be in touch with the chairperson.

Committee Chairperson
Christian Education Laura Brown
Communications Mary Ellena Ward
Congregational Life Mary Ann Bowden
Financial Management Bob Moreschi
Nominating George Bent
Outreach Mac Baker
Personnel George Bent
Planning Dianne Herrick
Property John Morman
Worship Barry Mines

Capital Campaign Task Force Update by Hardin Marion, Chair

As plans for the renovation of Murray Hall proceed to the fine-tuning stage, the Capital
Campaign Task Force has been actively engaged in laying the foundation for the fund-raising
that is necessary for the project to go forward. The Task Force—consisting of Gregg Amon-
ette, Mimi Elrod, Joe Irby, Hardin Marion, Chuck Phillips, Sue VanLeer, and Neely Young,
with assistance from Rae Carpenter, our church treasurer, and Dianne Herrick, chair of the
Session’s Planning Committee—has met periodically since this past spring and has engaged
in a process of determining the financial feasibility of enlisting the necessary level of congre-
gational pledges to fund the Murray Hall renovation. That process included contacting a sub-
stantial number of members of the congregation to understand their willingness to support the
renovation financially when the time comes to ask the congregation to pledge.

The Task Force has reported regularly to the Session, which has given the renovation
project its full support. At the November meeting of Session, the Task Force recommended
moving forward, based on its conclusion that the project was financially feasible, and the Ses-
sion authorized proceeding on our proposed schedule. That schedule calls for us to write to
the entire congregation early this spring to ask all members who have not already done so to
make a pledge, payable over five years, to enable us to carry out this needed renovation. |
am delighted to report that every member of the current Session has pledged, as well as
every member of our Capital Campaign Task Force. In addition, more than a dozen others,
most of whom were contacted during the feasibility phase, have also pledged, some even
having made payments to the church in support of their pledge.

Anyone seeking information about any aspect of the Murray Hall renovation plan, or
about the process of raising the funds to support it, may contact any member of the Task
Force or may consult the bulletin board in the hall outside Bill Klein's office.
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“News from the Church Treasurer”

How does the Treasurer predict Operating Fund Gifts for the 2010 Budget as of 26 Nov. ‘09? It
started with the 323 pledge cards mailed in October 2009.

1. Record total of 2010 cards received to date: $462,976 on 208 cards
2. Record those who pledged in 2009 but have not returned 2010 cards 45,502 on 29 cards
3. Record 2008 givers who returned neither 2009 nor 2010 card 43,563 on 43 cards
Total $552, 041 on 280 givers
4. Add small percentage for members not accounted for plus new members:11,325 represent-
ing 43 cards
2010 gifts needed to balance 2010 budget $563,365

The $11,325 in #4 above is based on 2% and your prayers
It is hoped this analysis highlights the importance of your ONE pledge card out of the 323
MAILED. And, how a near 100% return will both reduce the paperwork and increase the accu-
racy of the prediction.

Rae Carpenter, LPC Treasurer

Favorite Bible Verses—-LPC Session
December 2009
The following verses were shared during the examination
of new Elders at the December 2009 Session meeting.
The Session challenges you to read each verse during
your personal Bible study, to listen to the messages, and to
decide whether YOU have a favorite verse as well.

Gregg Amonette—-Psalm 146 Margaret Howard—-John 1:1
Mary Atthowe—-Romans 12:1-2 Bill Klein—-Psalm 46:1

George Bent—-Matt. 5.6 Deb Klein—-Luke 1:47

Barbara Brown—-1 Cor. 13:13 Betsy Lee—-Psalm 121:1-2
Laura Brown—-John 1:1 Hardin Marion—-Matt. 22:36-40
Warren Bryan—-Psalm 66:1-2 Ann Massie—-Romans 8:38-39
Rae Carpenter—-John 3:16 Barry Mines—John 3:31-33
Shirley Claiborn—-Psalm 121:1-2 Bob Moreschi—-Psalm 37:1
Philip Coulling—-Amos 5:28 John Morman—-1 John 4:9-11
Amy DeHart—-Psalm 23 Emily Reel—-John 13:33-35
Bob Doyle—-1 Peter 4:10 Randy Shomo—-Psalm 121:1-2
Mary Dugan—-Prov. 3:6 Mike Strickler—-Luke 12:48
Frank Friedman—-Prov. 3:5 Beth Thompson—-Joel 2:28-29
Dianne Herrick—-Psalm 46:10A Michael Tschantz—-1 Peter 4:10
Jane Horton—-John 8:12 Mary Ellena Ward—-Isaiah 40:5
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Women of the Church

A Blessed New Year to everyone from the Coordinating Team.

Please join me in welcoming Myra Young to the Coordinating
Team. Myra has agreed to serve as World Outreach Chair for
the remainder of this year’s term.

A Very Special Thank You to Leah’s Circle for hosting a lovely Christmas Tea with 21
in attendance. The funds raised by these Circle Teas are in support of mission pro-
jects.

Make sure to place Friday, Feb. 12 on your calendars and plan to attend a Valentine’s
party for residents of R.E. Lee Manor. Details will be made available by Barbara Dixon
and your circle representatives.

If you have any questions, call Mary Ann Bowden, PW Moderator, at 463-9564.

Mary Ann Bowden
Moderator

We will meet
on January
11th from
10:00 a.m.
until 2:00
p.m. in West-
fel Lounge.
Anyone interested in sewing or cut-
ting out baby blankets and gowns
or sewing up small animals for
stuffing—-please join us. Bring a
sandwich if you can stay for lunch.
Call Ellen Smith at 464-5141 with
any questions.

Thanks to those who have been
knitting baby hats—-we have been
given a supply of yarn—-so check
the basket on the PW table near
the Ladies Lounge. Take whatever
you can use—-there is more to re-
plenish the supply.

Hilary and Emily Bergmann

Ministry of Hope

When Charles Gwengwe visited our church in
October 2008 he spoke powerfully about the
work of Ministry of Hope. This is a ministry of
the Presbyterian church that was established
in 1999 by Malawians as a local, community-
based response for meeting the physical and
spiritual needs of the growing number of chil-
dren orphaned by the AIDS epidemic. Our
church helps to sponsor this remarkable min-
istry. Two of our members, Hilary and Emily
Bergmann, found Charles’ story so compelling
that they began to investigate spending time
in Malawi working with Ministry of Hope. They
intend to make the trip to Africa this coming
Summer....God willing. The cost of the trip is
all that stands in their way. If you would like
to help them make this dream a reality, you
may make a donation through the church.
Make checks out to LPC and write on the bot-
tom of the check, “Bergmann Trip.”
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